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ORIGINAL LETTERS, 

Written during the Reigns of 

H EN R Y VI. EDWARD IV. 



AND 



RICHARD III. 

B7 various Perfons of Rank or Consequence ; 



CONTAINING 



Many curious ANECDOTES, relative to that turbulent and bloody, 
buthitheno dark, Period of our History; 

AND 

Elucidating, not only PUBLIC MATTERS of STATE, but likcwifc 
the PRIVATE MANNERS of the AGE: 

Digefted in CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER5 

with 
NOTES, Hiftorical and Explanatory; 

AND 

Authenticated by Engravings of Autographs, Fac Similes, Paper-Marks 

and Seals. 

IN TWO VOLUMES. 
By JOHN FENN, Efq. M. A. and F.A.S. 

" Tcmpora mutantur,'* 

** Litcra fcripta manet." 
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ORIGINAL LETTERS. 



a. « X s c » nn']t33- 

7*0 my ryght reuend and worchepfuU Modyr Margaret Pajlon 
dwellyng at Cajler be thys delyuyd in haft. 

RYTH reu'end and worchepfuU Modyr I recom'and me on 
to you as humbylly as I can thynk defyryng moft hertly 
to her of you' welfare and herts efe whyche I pray God fendyow 
as haftyly as eny hert can thynk Pies yt yow to wete y* at the 
makyng of thys byll my bredyr and I and all ou' felawfhep wer 
in good helle blyffyd be God As for the gydyng her in thys 
contre it is as worchepfuU as all the world can devyfe it and 
ther wer neu' ' englyfhc men had fo good cher owt of Inglong 
that eu' I herd of. 

As for tydyngs her but if it be of the feft I can non fend yow 
favyng y^ my Lady * Margaret was maryd on Sonday lafl: paft 

at 

We have in this Letter a moft curious and authentic Account of the Marriage of 
Charles the Bold, Duke of Burgundy, with Margaret, Daughter of Richard Plantage- 
net, Duke of York, and fitter of Edward IV. and of the fubfequent Diverfions exhibited 
at Bruges in honour of it, written by John Pafton, (PI. iv. N° 12.) an eye-witnefs, 
who, with his Brother Sir John Pafton, Knight, attended in the Retinue of the Princefs. 

The 
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EDWARD IV. 



LETTER XXIII. 

To my right reverend and wor/hipful Mother^ Margaret Pq/lofiy 
dwelling ^ f^^^;/^^ ^ ^'^^^ dtti-vcr^ xsl hafte. 

T) I G H T reverend and worfliipful Mother, I recommend 
-^^ me unto you as humbly as I can think, defiring moft 
heartily to hear of your welfare and hearths eafe, which I 
pray God fend you as haftily as any heart can think. 

Pleafe it you to weet, that at the making of this bill, my 
Brother, and I, and all our Fellowfhip, were in good heele \health\ 
bleffed be God. 

As for the Guiding here in this Country, it is as worfliipful as 
all the world can devile, and there were never ' Engliflimen had 
fo good chear out of England, that ever I heard of. 

As for Tidings here, but if \unlefs\ it be of the Feaft, I can 
none fend you ; faving, that my Lady * Margaret was married 

The Defcription here given affords us an high idea of the Splendour of the Court of 
the Duke, and of the Politenefs of the Courtiers. 

* This is the opinion of a true Englifhman. 

* Margaret Plantagenet, Sider of Edward IV. according to this Account,, was married 
on Sunday the 3d of July, 1468, 8 E. IV^ For a more particular Hiftory of this 
Princefs and the Duke, the Reader is referred to the Defcription of the Plate wherein 
thiey are both reprefented. 
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7*0 my inooji worjhupfull Malfl^ S\ John Pafion kt^ght. 

MY mooft woorfkupfuU and mooft fpeciall Maii^* with all 
my fvyce mooft lowly I recomande unto your gode 
Maiftirftiip befechyng you mooft tendirly to fee me fumwhat 
rewardid for my labour in the Grctc Booke which I wright unta 
your feide gode Maiftirfhip I have often tymes ^vrityn to Pam- 
pyng accordyng to yo"" defire to enfo^me you hou L have 
labourd in wrytyngs for yoq^ And I fee wek he fpeke not to 
your Maift'fhip of hit and God knowith I ly in * Seint warye 
at grcte eofts and amongs right unrefonable alkersj^ I movid' 
this mat' to S^ Thomas late and he tolde me he wolde move 
your Maiftirftiip therein^ which S^ Thomas defirid me to re-- 
membir wele what I have had in money at foondry tymes of hym^ 

(T*hen comes the Account^ as Jiated more at large in the follow.'- 
ing Bill.) 

And in efpTall I befeche you to fende me for Almes oon pf yo' 
.olde Gownes which will coutirvale much of the p'myffes I wotc 

wele. 

Before the invention of Printing, the number of Writers and Copiers was veiy great ; 
moft monafleries and religious hou&s having an office called a Scriptorium, wherein leveral 
Writers were almoft conftantly employed in copying Books on various fubjeds, Miffals 
and Books of Pfalms, &c, richly and elegantly adorned with Illuminations, &c. Men 
of Fortune and Learning likewiic occafionally employed Copiers to tranfcribe Books for 
their Libraries. 

W. Ebe-^ 



E D W A R D IV. II 

LETTER XXIV. 

7^0 my mojl worjhlpful Majler^ Sir John Pafton^ Knight . 

MY moft worfliipful and moft fpecial Majfter, with all my 
fervice, moft lowly I recommend (me) unto your good 
Mafterfliip, befeeching you moft tenderly to fee me fomewhat 
rewarded for my labour in the Great Book which I wrote unto 
your faid good Mafterfliip i I hare oftentimes written to Pam- 
pyng, according to your defire, to inform you how I have 
laboured in writings for you, and I fee well he fpake not to your 
Mafterlhip of it ; and God knoweth I lie in ^ Sandtuary at great 
cofts, and amongft right unreafonable aikers, 

I moved this matter to Sir Thomas (Lewis) lately, and he told 
me he would move your Mafterfliip therein, which Sir Thomas 
defired me to remember well what I have had in money at fun- 
dry times of him. 

("Then comes the Account^ as Jlated more at large in the follow^ 
ing Bill.) 

And in efpecial I bcfeech you to fend me for Alms one of 
your old Gowns, which will countervail much of the premifes I * 

W. Ebefham, (PI. v. N® 20.) was one of thofe who purfued this employment, and 
wrote a good hand ; he complains of poverty, and petitions to have his Account dif- 
charged. 

One of the Articles in the bill is dated 30th of October 1468, 8 E. IV. what follows 
therefore was done after that day, fo that perhaps the bill was not delivered, nor this 
Letter written, before the next year, 1469. 

* Why he was in Sanduary I know not, but it appears that it was expenfive being 
there 

C 2 wot 
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II ORIGINAL LETTERS. 

wele, and I (hall be yours while I lyve and at yo' comandement 
I have grete myft of it God knows whom I bcfecbe pTve you 
from all aduTite, I am fumwhat acqueyntid with it. 

Yo^ verry ma, 

Wheels, &c. are a part of the Paper 
Mark, the other Part is cut off. 
PLx.N^ 7. 

* Folowyng apperith p'celly dyvers and foondry raaner of Wrr- 

tyngs which I William Ebelham have wreetyn for my godc 

and woorfhupfuU Maiftir S^ John Pafton and what mon^y T 

have Refceyvid and what is unpaide. 

•* ffirft I did write to his Maift'fliip a litill booke 
of Pheefyk for which I had paide by Sir Thomas 
Leevys in Weftm* --------- 

*' Itm I had for the wrytyng of half the Prevy feale T ^.. .. 

of Pampyng ----------- 

'* It* for the wrytynge of the feid hole * prevy 1 j: 
feale of S^ Thom's --•.--^.- ^ 

*' Itm I wrote viij of the * Witneflis in p'chementl 
but aftir xiiij^ a peece for which I was paidc of S''. \ ^ 
Thomas - - --.-.---•« J 

'* Itm while my feide Maift' was over the fee in' 
Midfom't*me 

Calle fett me a warke to wryte two tymes the! \{a yiii 
prevy feale in papir and then aft' cleerely in p*chement -* 

And 

• We afc here fumifhed with a curious Account of the Expences attending the tranfcrib- 
mg of Books previous to the noble art of Printing. At this time the common wages of a 
Mechanic were with diet 4d. and without diet ^^^ \ or 6d. aday ; we here fee that a Wri- 
Urr received id. for writing a folio leaf, three of which he could with eafe finifh in a day, 

' and 



EDWARD IV. 
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wot well ; and I (hall be yours while I live, and at your 
commandment ; I have greatly miffed of it God knows, whom I 
befeech preferve you from all adverfity ; I am fomewhat ac- 
quainted with it. 

Your very man, 

W". EBESHAM. 

About 1469, 
9E.IV. 

* Following appeareth, parcelly, divers and fundry manner of 

writings, which I William Ebcfham have written for my 

good and worfliipful Mailer, Sir John Pafton, and what money 

I have received, and what is unpaid. 

'* Firft, I did write to his Mafterlhipa little Book "^ s. 
of Phyfic, for which I had paid by Sir Thomas Lewis, 
in Weftminfter - .--.--•-. 

'* Item, I had for the writing of half the Privy Seal, 1 
of Pampyng - - --------- J 

*' Item, for the writing of the faid whole ^ Privy ^ 
Seal, of Sir Thomas -------- j 

*' Item, I wrote eight of the * WitneiTes in parch- 
ment but after I4d a- piece, for which I was paid of 
Sir Thomas ----------- 

" Item, while my faid Mafler was over the fea in " 
Midfummer term, Calle fet me at work to write two 
times the Privy Seal in paper, and then after clearly 
in parchment -^--. ------ 



20 

8 



10 



» 



and I fhonld think that many quick writers at that time would fill four, five, or even fix 
in a day, if fo, the pay of theie greatly exceeded that of common handicraft men. 

' Some Grant, or other matter, which was topafs the Privy Seal. 

*• The Depoiitions of Witncfles, 

And 



^"J 



14 ORIGINAL LETTERS. 

And alfo wrote the fame tyme oon mo of the leng- ^ s. d. 
1ft Witneflis and other dy vers and neceffary wrytyngs 
for which he p'mifid me x«. whereof I had of Calle 
but iiij* viij** car. v* iiij* ------.- 

** I refceyvid of S'. Th. at Weftm* penultTo die^ 
1 0a. A^ viij^ • . } "J i^U 

Itm I did write to quairs of papir of witneffis euV 

I •••• ••• 

quair conteynyng xiiij leves aft' ij** a lefF • - - J ^"J ^^U 

*' Itm as to the + Grete Booke ------ 

ffirft for wrytyng of the Coronacon and other trctys % 
^ ^- of Knyghthode in that quaire which conteyneth a 

xiij levis and more ij^ a lef - - - - - - - 

*' Itm for the tretys of Werre in iiij books which ^ 
conteyneth Ix levis aftir ij** a leaff • - - - . j 

''Itm for^Othea piftill, which conteyneth xliij\ 
leves -.---•-------. jJ J 

Itm for the Chalengs and the Afts of Armes which 1 ijij yiij 
is xxviij" kfs ---•----• -J 

'* Itm for de * Regie p'ncipu' which conteyneth xlv" ]^ ••• 
leves, aftir a peny a leef, which is right wele worth J 

'* Itm for ^ Rubrifsheyng of all the booke iij iiij 

Ixiij v 



IX 



3 This cxaftly afccrtains the Date of this Receipt to be the 30th of 0<n:ober, 1468, 
8 E. IV. 

-♦ This Great Book fcems to have contained various Treatifes. 

^ Othea means a Treatife on Wifdom. 

* Dc Regimine Principum. — A Treatife concerning the Govemnient of Princes, and 
by being whtten for a penny each leaf, I fuppofe it was in quano. 

«* S'm 
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And alfo I wrote at the fame time one or more of 

.the longeft Witrieffes, and other diverfe and neceffary 

Writings, for which he promifed me los (whereof I 

had of Calle but 4s. 8d.) due 5s. 4d. - - - - . 

'* Item, I received of Sir Thomas at Weftminfterl ^ 
30S Oaober 8 E- IV. 1468 J 

** Item, I did write two Quires of paper of Wit- 
nefles, every Quire containing 14 leaves after 2d. a 
leaf -- --------.--- 

*' Item, as to the ^ Great Book - - . - - 

Firft, for writing of the Coronation ; and other 
Treatifes of Knighthood, in that quire which con- 
taineth a 13 leaves and more, 2d. a. leaf - - - 

*^Item, for the Treatife of War in four boojjs^^ 
which containeth 60 leaves after 2d. a leaf - - j 

** Item, for s Othea, an Epiftle, which containeth ^ 
43 leaves ------.---.. j 

'' Item, for the Challenges, and the Afts of Arms-, 
which is 28 leaves --•-•-.-« | 

** Item, for De • Reglmine Principum, which con- ") 
taineth 45 leaves, after i penny a leaf, which It is 
right well worth • . ---.---^ 

'• Item, far * Rubrifliing of all the Book - - 



10 



15 

4 



8 



63 5 



K.^'^^fti,^'?''^ meansoniamentingthe whole with red Capital Letters, or writing the 
beads of the feveral Trcaufcs or Chapters in red Lettert. "S « 



Sum 



i6 ORIGINAL LETTERS. 

*« S'm reft' - - . xxij iiij 
* S*m non folut' - - xlj j 



S*m To\ • - iij iij V 

William ^brQiam. 

8 I by II f 
Paper Mark, 
BulPs Head and Star. 
•PI. X. N^ I. 

* " Und pV) m*^ libro fcript' xacvij* cu* dlu* chal.*» This in the Original follows " Sum* 
non fol. 41'. I^" - 

The following Account of Payments for Writing, &c. is eztraded from an Original 
Quarto, M. S. in the Editor's pofleffion, containing 

The various Expences of Sir John Howard, Knight, of Stoke by Neyland, in Suffolk^ 
(afterwards DiAce of Norfolk.) p. 136. 
Item the vij*** yere of Kynge Edward y iiijth and)^ xxviij day of July (1467.) 
My Maft* rekened w< Thomas Lympno'. of Bury and my Maft* peid hym 

S. D. 
For viij hole ' Vynets - - - p'fe y« vynett xij* . • . • viij 
It", for xxj dl vjrnets - - - p'fe y* dl yynctt, iiij* . - - - vij 
It* for Pfalmcs Lettres * xv* iand dl - - y« p'fe of C iiy* - - - v ij 
It' for p'ms Letters ^ Ixiij* - - - ^ - - - p'fe of a C j* - - - v iij 

It* 



H € 5C X € B • %m' 

To my Worchypfull brother S". John Pajlon be thys byll de^ 

lyued in hajl. 

RYGTH Worchipfull brother I recomaund me onto you 
lettyng you to wytte that my Lorde » Stafford was made 
Erie of Devenefchere apon Sonday and as for the Kyng as I under- 

Aond 



» Humphrey, Lord. Stafford, was created Eafl of Dcvonftiirc, in May, 1469, and 

* ' ' e King, for 
iibanuontDjg 



beheaded at Bndgewater, the 17th of Auguft following, by command of the King, for 

ado 
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Sum received - - • 22 4 

* Sum unpaid • - • 4^ ^ 



Sum Total « "335 

WILLIAM EBESHAM. 

It* forwiytyngc of a quare and di - - - p'fe y« quayr xx"* - • ij vj 

It* for wrytenge of a Calender ----- xij 

It* for iij quay res of Velym p*ic y^ quayr xx* - - - v 

It' for notynge of v quayres and ij leves p*fe bf y« ♦ quayr viij - iij vij 

It* for Capital Drawvnge iij* and di y* p'fe - - iij 

It* for floryfliynge or Capytallia vc - - - v 

It* for byndyngc ofy* * Boke - . - . xij 

The wyche p*cclii8 my Mad' paid hy yi« day and he is content. 1 ij 

This it an Account of a Limner or Illuminator of M anufcripts, who refidcd at Bury. 

* Borders, Flowers, or Flourifhes at the beginning of a Book, Chapter, &c. 

* xy* and dl = 1 500 and an half. 
« Ixiij* = 6300. 

* AQ^ireof Velum from this entry feems to. confift of four leaves, and his receiving only 3d. 
far noting two leaves might be accounted for, by the laft leaf not being full ; the Drawing and 
Flouriihing of the Capital Letters feems very cheap. 

^ i2S. appears a great price for binding a Book, but it is fo dated in the original account. 



LETTER XXV. 

5l? my worjhipful Brother y Sir John Pqfton^ be this bill delivered 

in hafle. 



RIGHT worfhipful Brother, I recommend me unto you, 
letting you to w^eet, that my Lord * Stafford was made 
Earl of Devonfhire upon Sunday ; and as for the King, as I 

abandoning the Earl of Pembroke, before the Battle of Banbury ; by which means the 
Rebels were vidtorious. 

Vol. II. " D under- 
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ftond he departyt to * Walfynggame apon fryday com vij nygth 
and the Quene alfo yf God fend hyr good hele. 

And as for the Kyng was apoyntyd to goo to Calys and 
now hyt ys pute of. And alip as for the goyng to the See 
my Lord of Warwyke Schyppys gothe to the fee as I underftond 
non' other tydynggys I can non* wryte unto you but Jh*u have 
you in hys kepyng. 

Wretyn at Wyndyfore on monday aft* Whjrtfonday in haft„&c. 



"m^^i* 



By yo^ ^ brother. 



* This rauft be on a Filgrimage to our Lady of Walfingham, in Norfolk ; for fo gr^t 
was the Fame of the Image of our Lady of Walfingham^ in the Chapel of the Blefled 
Virgin there, that Foreigners of all Nations came on a Pilgrimage to her„ ioioiiHich that 
her woiihippers ieemed to equal thofe of the haidy of Loretto ia Italy. 

She 



11 € X X € m %m3' 

^0 the right retient Sr. Henry ' Spelman Recorder of the Cite 
of Norimch he this Letter delinked. 

T3 I G H T reu'ent S' I recomaunde me to you plefe it you to 
-*-^ knowc this fame day com to me the * Shirreve of NorfF 
hymfelf and tolde me that the 3 Quene fhall be at Norwich 

This Letter fiiews the attention, which the City of Norwich wiihed to pay to the 
Qlfcen on her reception, apd during her re&dence there. 

* Henry Spelman married Ela, Daughter and Coheir of William de Narbui^by and 
was the firfl of that hmAy that fettled at Naiiborough, in Norfolk.. 

up 
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tinderftand^ he departjt [departs] to ' Walfingham upon Fri- 
day come fevennight, and the Queen alfo, if God fend her 
hele [health]. And as for the King, (be) was appointed 
for to go to Calais^ and now it is put off. 

And alfo as for the going to the Sea, my Lord of Warwick*s 
Ships go to the Sea, as I underftand. None other tidings 
I can none write unto you, but Jefu have you in his keeping. 

Written at Windfor on Monday after Whitfunday in hafte, &c. 



Whitfun Monday, 
2id of MaV| 1469, 
9 Ed. IV. 



By your t Brother, 

JAMES HAWTE. 



Shifiouriihcd till the Rdbrmttion, aod then underHrent the fate of other obje&s 0f 
fuperititroD, being, in the year 1C38, taken down, brought toCheliea, and there burnt. 

^ I do not know why he calls Sir John Pafba his Brother; for Sir John certainly 
never married Anne Hawte, who poffibly hiight be the Sifter of James. PI. v. N® ai. 



LETTER XXVI. 

To the right reverend Sir Henry ' Spelman^ Recorder of the City 
of Norwich^ be this Letter delivered. 

RIGHT reverend Sir, I recommend me to you. Pleafe it 
you to know this fame day came to me the * Sheriff of 
Norfolk himfelf, and .told me that the 3 Queen fliall be at 

* Roger Rce, Efq. was Sheriff of Norfolk, in 1469. 
3 Hizabethy Qiieen of Edward IV. 

D a Norwich 
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lip on 4 Tuyfday cometh fevenyght fuyrly And I defircd to 
have knowe of hym by caufe this fliuld be hir firft comyng hedir 
how we fhuld be rulyd as well in hir refleyvyng as in hir abidyng 
here And he feide he wold nat ocupie hym ther wyth but 
he councelid us to wryte to you to London to knowe of hem 
that ben of Confell of that Cite or wyth other wurfliepifull 
men of the fame Cite that ben knowyng in that behalf And 
we to be ruled ther aftir as were acordyng for uS for he lete me 
to wete that (he woU defire to ben refleyved and attendid as 
wurfhepfully as evir was Queue a forn hir W^hcrefore S^ I be 
the aflent of my Bretheren Aldermen, &c. prey you hertily to 
have this labo'^ for this Cite And that it plefe you if it may be 
that at that day ye be here in p*pre p*fone and I truft in God 
that outher in rewards or ellys in thankynges both of the 
Kyngs comyng and in this ye (hall ben plefid as worthy is 
Wrete in haft at Norwich the vj day of Juyll A* ix® R E qr^* 

By yo^ Weelwyller, 

10 by s |. 

•♦ iSthof July, 1469. 
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Norwich upon * Tuefday come fev*night furely. And I defined 
to have know of him, becaufe this fliould be her firft coming 
hither, how we fhould be ruled, as well in her receiving, as in 
her abiding here. And he faid, he would not occupy him 
therewith, but he counfelled us to write to you to London, to 
know of them that been of Counfel of that City, or with other 
worfhipful men of the fame City, that been knowing in that 
behalf; and we to been ruled thereafter, as were according for 
us ; for he let me to weet, that Ihe would defire to be received 
and attended* as wor(hipfuliy as ever was Queen afore her* 
Wherefore I, by the affentof my Brethren Aldermen, &c. pray 
you heartily to have this labour for this City, and that it pleafe 
you, if it may be, that at that day ye be here in proper perfon. 
And I truft in God, that either in rewards, or elfe in thankings 
both of the King's coming, and in this, ye fhall be pleafed as 
worthy is. Written in hafte at Norwich, the 6th day of July 
Anno 9** Regis Edw*** quarti. 

By your Well WiUcr, 

5jOHNAUBRY,&c. 

Norwieh, 
Thurfday, 6th of July, 
1469, 9E, IV. 

* John Aubry, was Mayor of Nomich, in 1469, PI. v. N? 22, 

LET- 
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To my Modr and to my Brother John Pajlon. 

Bft O T H E R it is fo / the Kyng fchall come in to Norff* 
in haft and I wot nat whethyr y^ I naay com* w* hym or 
nowt if I come I moft do make a liu'e of xx^' gownes whyche 
I moft pyke owt by your advyfe and asfor Clothe for fuche 
p*fones as be in y* contre if it myght be had ther at Norwyche 
or not I wot not and what pYones I am -not remembryd. 

If my Modre be at ' Caft' as ther fchall be no dowt for 
the kepyng of y* place whyl the Kynge is in that contre 
that I may have the moft p'te at Caft' and whether ye woll ofFre 
your felfe to wayte uppon the Lorde of Norfolk or not I wolde 
ye dyde y^ beft wer to do I wolde do my Lorde plefur aad Pvyfe 
and fo I wolde ye dyde if I wyft to be fur of hys gode Lorde- 
fchyp in tyme to kome he fchall have CC in a lyu'ye blewe and 
\tawny and blew on the lefFte fyde and bothe d^rke Colors. 

I pray yow fende me worde and your advyfe by Judd of 

what 

There is no date to this Letter ; whedier it re;fer8 therefore to the coming of the King 
into Norfolk, in 1469 or in 14749 is uncertain, and of little confequence; the chief 
reafon for inferting it was to (hew the preparations expected to be made for the attending 
upon and receiving him. Autograph. PI. iv. N° 3. 

The peculiarity of the Duke of Norfolk's Liveries is worthy notice, being to be made 
partv-coloured of blue and tawny, having the left fide of the formeri and the right of 
^e latter colour, 

a N. B. 
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LETTER XXVIL 

7p m^ Mfftbtr^ and to my Brother John Pa/ion. 

BROTHER, it is fo that the King fhall come into Norfolk 
in hafte, and I wot [know] not whether that I may come 
with him or not; if I come, I muft do make a Livery of 20 
Gowns, which I mufl: pick out by your advice ; and a& for the 
Cloth for fuch perfons as be in that Country, if it might be had 
there at Norwich, or not, I wot not ; and what Perfons I am 
not remembered. 

If my Mother be at ' Caifter^ as there (hall be no doubt fof 
the keeping of the place while the King is in that Country, 
that I may have the naoft part at Caifter. 

And whether ye will offer yoturfelf to wait upon my Lord 
of Norfolk or not,. I would ye did that beft were to do ; I 
would do my Lord pleaiiire and fervice, and fo I would ye 
did, if I wift [thought] to be fure of his good Lordfliip in 
time to come. He (hall have 200 iai a Ltvery blue and * tawny^ 
aiid hlue on the lefb fide, and bath dark colours. 

I pray you fend me word, aqd your adrice by Judd of wbatr 

N. B. Drefles of this kind may be feen in various illuminated Manufcnpts of this age.- 
» Caifler, near Yarmouth, in Norfolk, formerly the Rcfidence of Sir John Faftoi^ 

Knight. 

^ Tawny Colour appears to have been a yeliowifk duflcy brcrnn owuagt cokmr, and^ 

Kmch worn at thit taoofe*. 

meti: 
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what men and what horfe I cowde be pVeyd ofF if fo be y* 
I moft nedys kome and of your advyfe in all thyngs be wrygh- 
tyng and I fchall fend yow haftely other tydyngs late s Sorell 
be well kept. 

12 by 8 J. 
» A Horfcfo called. 
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the Due of Norf. 

WHERE John Pafton efquier and other diu*s p'fones 
have ageyn the peas kepte the Manoir of Caftcr with 
force ageyne the wille and entent of us the Due of NorfF* 
to oure grete difpleafer whiche notw^ftanding at the comte- 
placion of the writing of the mobft worfhipfuU and reu*ent 
fader in God the Cardenall of England and our mooft trufty 
and entierly beloved Unkel the Archbifshop of Canterbury the % 
right noble Prince my Lord of Clarence and other Lords of 
oure blood And alfo at the grete labour and enftaunce of our 
mooft dere and fingler belovid WifFe We be agreed that the feid 

John 

Endorfed in an ancient hand. 

«' The Duke of Norff* Lr'e upon his entrie into Caiftcr hP E. ±^ ix**.'* 
This is given to (hew the regal ftyle ufed by the Nobility of thele times, 
in Blomefield*8 Hiilory of Norfolk, vol. v. p. 1552. A panicular Account of the 
I Siege 
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men, and what horfe I could be purveyed of, if fb be that I 
muft needs come, and of your advice in all things by writing, 
and I (hall fend you haftily other tidings. Let ' Sorrell be 
well kept. 

JOHN PASTON, Knight. 



LETTER XXVIIL 

^e Duke of Norfolk. 

WHERE (AS) John Pafton, Efquire, and other diverfc 
perfons have, againft the Peace, kept the Manor of 
Caifter wijh force, againft the Will and Intent of Us the 
Duke of Norfolk, to our great Difpleafure ; which notwith- 
ftanding, at the contemplation of the Writing of the moft 
worfliipful and reverend Father in God the Cardinal of Eng- 
land, and our moft trufty and entirely beloved Uncle the Arch- 
bifliop of Canterbury, the right noble Prince my Lord of 
Clarence, and other Lords of our blood, and alfo at the great 
labour and inftance of our moft dear and Angular beloved Wife, 
We be agreed that the faid John Pafton and his faid Fellowfhip, 

» 

Sege of C^fter Caflle is given, with the names of the pnncipal Perfons engaged on 
both fides. 

The Mark of the Signet remains, but the Impreflion is defaced.— It is iikewiie figned 
>vith the Duke*s own hand. PI, i v. N*^ 3. , 

Vol. IL E . being 
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John Paftqn and bis feid ffeljaihip beyng in the feid Maneur 
(hall depart and goo out of the feid Maneur without delay and 
make therpf dcliu'aunce to fuche pTones as we will aflig^e the 
feid fFellafliip havyng their lyves and Goods horffe and harneys 
and other goods beyng iu the kepyng of the feid John Pafton 
except Gonnes Croffebows and Quarells and alle other hoftel- 
ments to the feid Maneur annexed and bclonginge And to have 
XV Dayes refpyte aftir their feid departing out to goo in to 
what place fliall like theim without any accions or quarell to be 
taken or made by us in our name to rhcim or any of theim 
within our fFraunchife or without duryng the feid tyme. 

Yoven under our fignet at Yermouth the xxvj Day of Sep- 
tembr the ix^« yere of King Edward the iiij"^. 

11 f by 7 J. 
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To S,. John Pajion Knyght. 

RIGHT worftiipfuU and my efpeeiall true h'rtid fFrende 
I comSunde me un to you, P ying you to ordeyne me 
iij horffe harneys as godely as ye and Genyn' kan devyfe as it 
were for yourfelfe and yat I may have thyme in all haft orde* 
AlfoSkern* faith ye wolde ordeyne ij ftandarde ftavys. this I 
I pray 
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being iii the faid Mauor^ (hail depart and go out of the faid 
Manor without delay, and make thereof deliverance to fuch 
Perfons as we will affign, the faid Fellowfliip having their Lives 
and Goods, Horfe and Harnefs, and other Goods being in the 
keeping of the faid John Pafton ; except Guns, Crofs bows, and 
Quarrels and all other Hoftelments \warlike Implements] to the 
faid Manor annexed and belonging ; and to have 15 Days refpite 
after their faid departing out, to go into what place fliall like 
them, without any Actions or Quarrel to be taken or made 
by us, or in our name to them, or any of them, within our 
Franchife or without, during the faid time. 

Given under our Signet at Yarmouth the 26th day of Sep- 
tember, the 9th year of King Edward the IV'\ 

NORFOLK. 

Yarmouth, 
Tuefday, 26th of September, 
1469, 9 £. IV. 



LETTER XXIX. 

To Sir John Pq/ion^ Knight. 

"O I G H T worlhipful, and my efpecial true hearted Friend, 
-■-^ I commend me unto you, praying you to ordain [order 
for"] me three horfes haruefs as gpodly as ye and Genyns can 
deviie, as it were for yourfelf; and, that I may have them 
in all hafte, order j alfo Skern faith, ye would ordain two 

E 2 ftandard 
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pray you to remembre and my wife fhalle deliv* you filu*, and 
yit (he moft borowed it, vj or vij^* I wold be ftowe on a horffe 
barneys, And fo Skern' tolde me 1 might have, the Lord Haft« 
had for y*^ fame price but I wolde not myn* were lik his, 
and I truft to God we fhalle do right welle, who p*ferve you. 
Wreten at Cant*bury in haft the xviij day of JuylL 

II I by 3 i. 

John Ac Vcre, Earl of Oxford, (PI. iv, N® 5.) retaining his loyalty to the Houfe of 
Lancafter, in whofc caufe his Father and elder brother had loft their heads upon'thc 
Scaffold in 1461-2, and for whofe lake he himfelf had fuffered a long imprifonment^ 
fccins now privately to be preparing to join the Earl of Warwick, in favour of the depofcd 
King^ Henry. 

I {hould fuppofe this Letter to have been written cither in July 1469, at the time 
that the Earl of Warwick and his Adherents were meditating the plan for dethroning 
Edward, or in 1470, when they had come to a refolution of reinflating Henry on the 
Throne. PL xiv. N<> 24* 

The 
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"to John Pajlon Efqer beyng at Norwyche be thys Letf delyu'yd. 

IComande me to yow letyng yow wete, &c. (Here follows 
an account of bills and receipts^ &c.) 

Itm As fFor Meftreffe Kateryn Dudle I have many tymes 
recomandyd yow to hyr and Ihe is noo thynge difpleafyd w^ 

itt 
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ftandard ftaves ; this I pray you to remember, and my wife 
fliall deliver you filver, and yet fhe muft borrow it. Six or 
feven pounds I would beftow on a Horfe-harnefs ; and fo 
Skern told me I might have. The Lord Haftyngs had for the 
fame price, but I would not mine were like his ; and I truft to 
God we (hall do right well, who preferve you. Written at 
Canterbury in hafte, the 18th day of July. 

OXYNFORD. 

Canterbury, 1 8th of July, 
1469 or 1470, 
9 or 10 E. IV. 

The Order to Sir John Pafton, for providing the horfe-harnefs wa» to be executed, 
** as it wtrtfor him/elf^'*^ and the referring him to the Counteii» for Money, (hews it to 
be at a time when his finances were very low. The expreflion " Yetjbe muft lorrvw it^^* 
implies too that his Lady had not already the Money, but that fhe had xtftill to procure. 

Though the Earl defired that his horfe-harnefs might be of the fame price with one 
which Lord Haflyngs had purchafed, yet he uiilied it not to be like his; the reafon 
feeins to be, he did not choofe to appear with Caparifons fimilar to thofe of a YorkifV. 

The words " I truft to God we (hall do right well" refer to fome fcheme then in 
agitation ; and on the fuccefs of which he had placed great confidence. 



LETTER XXX. 

STo John Pajlon^ Efquire^^ being at Norwich^ be this Letter delivered. 

I Recommend me to you, letting you weet, &c. (Here follows 
an account of billsy and receipts^ £?c. of no confequence^ 
Item, as for Miftrefs K^therine Dudley, I have many times 
recommended you to her, and (he is nothing difpleafed with it ; 

fhe 
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itt flie rckkythe not howe many Gentylmen love hyr (he is ffaW 
of love, I have betyn the mat* fFor yow, your onknowleche as 
I tolde hyr She anfwerythc me y^ fche woU noon thys ij yer 
and I beleve hyr fFor I thynke fche hathe the lyfFe y* fche can 
holde hyr content w^ I trowe fhe woll be a fore laboryng woman 
y'* ij yer fFor mede off hyr fowle. 

And Meftreffe Gryfeacreffe is fur* to Selenger w* my Lady of 
' Exeftr* a ffov^rle loffe. 

Itm I praye yow fpeke w^ * Harcort off the Abbeye ffor a lytell 
Clokke whyche I fent hym by James Grcfah'm to amend and y 
ye woll get it off hym and it be redy and fende it me and asfor 
mony ffor hys labor he bathe another cloke off myn' whyche S'. 
Tbom*s Lyndes God have hys fowle gave me he maye kepe 
that tyll I paye hym, thys Klok is my Lordys Archebyfshopis 
but late not hym wete off it and y' itt eafely caryed hyddr by yowr 
advyfe. Alfo as jffbr Orenges I fchall fende yow a Serteyn by 
the next Caryer. And as for tydynge the berer hereoff fchall 
infforme yow ye moft geve credence to hym. 

As for my goode fpede I hope well I am offryd yit to have 

Meftreffe Anne Hault* and I fchall have helpe i nowe as fome 

feye. 

(Here 

' Anne, Daughter of Richard, Duke of York, and Sifter of King Edward IV. married 
Henry Holland, Duke of Exeter, and ia 1462 had poifeffion of his forfeited Eflates, and 
remained with her brother, Edward IV. She afterwards married Sir Thomas St. I^eger, 
and died in ^47$. 

* This (hews that our curious mechanical Arts were pradtlfed in the religious Houfes, 
and performed there by the Monks, &c« for money. 

This Letter was written in February or March 1469, 1470, or 1471, for in thefe 

years 
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flic rekkythe [careth^ not how many Gentlemen love her, (he 
is full of love ; I have betyn [enforced] the matter for you, your 
unknowledge [without your knowledge] as I told her ; (he an- 
fwered me, that (he would (have) no one this two years, and I 
believe her ; for I think, (he hath the life that (he can hold 
her content with, I trow (he will be a fore labouring woman 
this two years for the meed of her Soul. 

And Miftrefs Gryfeacrefs is fure toSelenger [St. JL^^^r], with 
my Lady of ' Exeter, a foul lofs. 

Item, I pray you fpcak with * Harcourt of the Abbey, for a 
little clock, which I fent him by James Gre(ham to mend, and 
that ye would get it of him, and [if] it be ready, and fend it me ; 
and as for money for his labour, he hath another Clock of mine, 
which Sir Thomas Lyndes^ God have his Soul ! gave me ; he 
may keep that till I pay him ; this Clock is my L»ord Archbi- 
(hop's, but let not him weet of it, and that it (be) eafily carried 
hither by yDur advice. 

Alfb as for Oranges I (hall fend you a Serteyn by- the next 
Carrier, and as for Tidings the Bearer hereof (hall inform you, 
ye muft give credence to him. 

As for my good fpeed, I hope well, I am offered yet to have 
Miftrefs Anne Hault*, and I (hall have help enough as fome 
£aj. 

years civil diffcnfions were on foot. The caution, refpe^Hng tidings, and the uncertainty 
ef what may befall, fhews that this Letter was written during fiome coovuliion of the State. 
Autograph. PI. iv, N^ 10. 

By the Earl of Warwick's being fuppofed to go with the King into Lincolnfhire, it 
appears as if this Letter was written diuing the Reftoration of Henry VL and ^that their 
going there was to oppofe Edward's return. 

(Here, 
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(Here follows an account of fome difputes between Sir William 
Telverton and Sir J. Pqfton^ bis Uncle William^ &c. of no con^ 
fequence.) 

It*m it is foo y^ I am halffc in p'pofe to com hom' w^ in a 
monythe her afftr or abowt med Lente or beffor Eflerne ondyr 
yowr coreccon iff fo be that ye deme y' moodr wolde helpe 
me to my Coflys x mrk or ther abowt I praye ffeele hyr dyfpo- 
ficon and fende me worde. 

It*m I cannot telle yow what woll fFalle ofF the Worlde ffor 
thc^Kyng verrely is dyfpoiyd to goo in to Lyncoln fchyr and 
men wot not what wyll fFalle ther off ner ther afftr* they wene 
my Lorde off Norffolke brynge x""' men. 

It*m ther is comen a newe litell Torke whyche is a wele 
vyfagyd Felawc off the age off xl yer* and he is lower than 
Manuell by an hanffuU and lower then my lytell Tom by the 
fchorderys and mor lytell above hys pappe and he hatha as he 
feyde to y^ Kynge hymfelffe iij or iiij Sonys chyldr' iche on* off 
hem as hyghe and affe lykly as the Kynge hymfelffe and he is 
leggyd ryght i now and it is reportyd that hys pyntcll is afle 
longe as hys legge. 

It*m I praye yow (chewe or rede to my moodre fuche thynges 
as ye thynke is ffor her to know afftr yowr dyfcreflion and to 
late hyr undreftond off the Article off the trete betwen Syr 
Wyll'm Yelu'ton and me. 

It*m my Lorde of Warwyk as it is fuppofyd fchall goo w^ 
^ Kynge in to Lyncolne fchyre fom* men feye y^ hys goyng 
(hall doo good and fom feye that it dothe harme. 

I praye 
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(Here follows an account offome difputes between Sir William 
Telvertony and Sir John PaJiShy his Uncle IVilliam^ &c. of no 
confequence?) 

Item, it is fo that I am in purpofe to come home within a 
month hereafter, or about Midlent, or before Eafter, under 
your correftion, if fo be, that ye deem that my Mother would 
help me to my Cofts, lo marks (6/. ly. 4^.) or thereabouts ; 
I pray you feel her difpofition and fend me word. 

Item, I cannot tell you what will fall of the World, for tlie 
King verily is difpofed to go into Lincolnfhire, and men wot 
not what will fall thereof, nor thereafter, they ween my Lord of 
Norfolk fhall bring 10,000 men. 

Item, there is come a new little Turk, which is a well vifaged 
Fellow, of the age of forty years ; and he is lower than Manuel 
by an handful, and lower than my little Tom by the fhoulders, 
and more little above his Pap ; and he hath, as he faid to the 
Kin^ himUblf, three or four Children, {Sons^ each one of 
them as high and as likely as the King himfelf ; and he is 
legged right enough. 

Item, I pray you (hew, oi* read to my Mother, fuch thingp, 
as ye think are for her to know, after your difcretion ; and 
to let her underftand of the Article of the treaty between Sir 
William Yelverton and me. 

Item, my Lord of Warwick, as it is fuppofed, (hall go with 
the King into Lincoln(hire ; fome men fay that his going (hall 
do good, and fome fay, that it doth harm. 

Vol. 11. F I pray 
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I praye yow evyr have an eyghe to Caft"^ to knowe the 
rewle ther and fende me worde lind why ther my wyfe Lorde 
and my Lady be yit as fottyt uppon it as they wer* and whether 
my feyd Lorde refortythe thyddr as ofFte as he dyd or nott 
and off the dyfpoiycon ofF the Contre. 

A whole Sheet. 

Paper Mark, 

A Goat's Head. 

PI. X. N^' B. 
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To ny right irujiy and Welbeiwed Sir John Pafloru 

i h s. 

RIGHT trufty and welbeloved I grete you hertely well. 
And fende you by Thorn's yo^ childe xx** prayng you to 
fpare me as for eny more atthis tyme and to hold you con- 
tftit with theffame, as my (inglr trufte is in you. And I fhalle 
within bref tyme ordeigne and pVeye for you fuch as (halbe 

unto 



This Letter from Geoi^ Nerille, Archbifhop of York, and brother to Richard^ 
Earl of Warwick, muft have been written either when he was in oppofition to Edward^ 
in conjun6iion with his brother the Earl of Warwick| or after his return from his im- 
prifonment abroad, not long before his death, when it is probable he found it difficult to 
raiie even a finall fum of Money, PI. i v. N^ 4. 

Gtorge 
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I pray you ever have an eye to Caifter, to know the rule 
there, and fend me word, and whether my wife Lord and 
my Lady be yet as fotted upon it [as fond of it\ as they were ; 
and whether my faid Lord reforteth thither as often as he did or 
not ; and of the difpofition of the Country* 

JOHN PASTON, Knight. 



LETTER XXXL 

2o my right trufiy and weU beloved Sir John Pa/hn. 



Ths. 

RIGHT trufty and well beloved, I greet you heartily well, 
dnd fend you by Thomas your Child 20L praying you to 
fpare me as for any more at this time, and to hold you content 
with the fame, as my fingular truft is in you ; and I fhall 
within brief time ordain and purvey for you fuch as (hall be 

George Neville, was confecrated Bifhop of Exeter, in 14559 when he was not com- 
pletely twenty years of age. In 1460, he was appointed L^rd Chancellor, and in 1466 
advanced to the Archbilhoprick of York. In 1470, he had the Cuftody of Edward IV. 
when taken Prifoncr by the Earl of Warwick, and died in 1476, JEu 41 • 

On the top of the Letter is the facred Character of IHS. 

F z unto 
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unto yo' pleafir with the g*ce of Almightty God, who have you 
in his proteccSn and keping. 

Writen in the mano' of the ' Mor the vij^"» daye of Mayc. 

lojbyal. 

A fmall Part of the Paper 
Mark, only remains. 

* The Moor, a Manor in Hertfordfliirc, and a Scat of the Archbifhop of York. 
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To wy Cojyn J. Pajion. 

THE King camme to Granth'm and ther taried ' thorefday 
all day and ther was headed S^ Thom*s Dalalaunde and on 
John Neille a greate Capteyn and upon y* * monday next aft* 
y*^ at Dancaftr and y*' was headed S'. Robert Wellys and a 
nothr greate Capteyn and y*" y* King hadde Warde y*^ the 
Duk of Clarence and y* Erie of Warwick was att Efterfeld xx 
mile from Dancaftre And uppon y' ' Tewefday att ix of y* 
bell y* King toke y* feld and muftered his people and itt was 
feid 3^^ wer neu' feyn in Inglond fo many goodly men and fo 

well 

This Letter was written a ihort time after the battle of Stamford, wherein Edward 
was victorious, having flain and difperfed the Forces commanded by Sir Robert Welles, 
who in this engagement had fought moft furioufly ; being exafperated at the recent death 
of his father the Lord Welles. We arc here acquainted with the movements of the 

King 
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unto your pleafure with the Grace of Almighty Gfod, who have 
you in his proteAion and keeping. 

Written in the Manor of the ' Moor the 7^ day of May. 



G. EBORAC. 



The Moor, 

IB Hertfordfhire^ 

7th of May, 
Between 1466 and i476» 

6 and 16 E. IV, 



LETTER XXXIU 

To my Cotffifty John Pqfton. 

TH E King came to Grantham, and there tarried ' Thurfday 
all day, and there was headed Sir Thomas Dalaiaunde 
and one John Neille a great Captain ; and upon the * Monday 
next after that at Doncafter, and there was headed Sir Robert 
Welles, and another great Captain ; and then the King had word, 
that the Duke of Clarence, and the Earl of Warwick, was at 
Efterfield, 20 miles from Doncafter ; and upon the 3 Tuefday 
at nine of the bell, the King took the field, and muftered his 
people ; and it was faid, that [there] were never feen in England fo 

King after his victory, and with feme of the Executions which, took place by his order 
on tbofe who had oppofed him* 

'15 March, 1469. 

* 19 March, 1469. 

> 20. March, 1469. 

many 
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well arreiyed in a feld and my ^ Lord /was whorfsbupfitily 
accompanyed no Lord y*" fo .well wherfor y* King gaflPe my 
Lord a greate diankc and y*** the Duk of Clarence and y* Erie 
of Warwik harde y*^ y" King was comyng to y*" warde in 
contynent y*' dep*ted and wente to Mancheftr' in Lancafshire 
hopyng to have hadde helpe and focour of y* Lord s Stanley 
butt in conclucon y*' y*' hadde litill favor as itt was enformed y* 
King and fo men fayn y*' wente weftward and fommen demen 
to London And whan y* King harde y**" wcr dep'ted and gon 
he went to York and came yeder y« ^ thorefdacy next aftr and 
y*' camme into hym all y* Gentilmen of y* Shire and uppon 
our ^ Lady day made Percy Erie of Northumb'land and he 
y*t was * Erie afFore Markeys Muntakew and y* King is p'pofed 
to come Southwarde God fend hym god fpede. 
Writen y* xxvij day of March. 

xi|by4j. 

i. e «- 

^ I believe it means John Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk. 

« Thomas, Lord Stanley, afterwards Earl of Derby. 

^ 22 Marchi 1469. 

y 25 March, 1470. N. B. The Date changed on the 25* of March, yearly. 

• John Neville, brother to the Earl of Warwick; by this advancement in honour 
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many goodly men, and fo well arrayed in a field ; and my 
♦ Lord was worfliipfuUy accompanied, no Lord there fo well ; 
wherefore the King gave my Lord a great thank. 

And than [when] the Duke of Clarence, and the Earl of War- 
wick heard that the King was coming to themward, in continent 
[immediately] they departed, and went to Manchefter in Lan- 
cafhire, hoping to have had help and fuccour of the Lord 
5 Stanley ; but in conclufion, there they had little favour, as it 
was informed the King ; and, fo men fay, they went weftward, 
and, fome men deem, to London* 

And when the King heard they were departed and gone, he 
went to York, and came thither the ^Thurfday next after, 
and there came in to him all the Gentlemen of the Shire ; and 
upon ^ Our Lady day, {he^ made Percy Earl of Northumberland, 
and he that was • Earl afore. Marquis Montagu ; and fo the 
King is purpofed to come Southward, God fend him good fpeed. 

Written the 2f^' day of March. 

' FOR TRUTH, 
Tuefday, 

27th of March, 
1470, 10 E. IV. 

we muft fuppofe that even at this time the EJng had no fufpicion of the loyalty of the 
Marqtris. I have been more particular m aibertaimng the Dates of the occurrences 
ia this Letter, as they differ from fome of thofe in our Hiftorians. 

* The name of the Writer is not put to this Letter, but at the end, in a hand of the 
time, though in a difcrcnt one from that iifcd in the Letter, is written " for trowyth.'* 



LET- 



y 
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Tbefe iij Letteres undirwreten the Kyng of his own hand wrote 
unto my Lords Clarence Warr, and Arch' of York, the Cre- 
dence wherof in Suhjiaunce was y^^ eu'y of them Jhulde in fuech 
pefibil wife as thei have be accufumed to ryde^ come unto his 
Highnefs. 

ja, ^* 31? our Brother of Clarence. 

BRODIR, We pray you to yevc feight and credence to our 
vvelbeloved S^ Thorn's » Mongomery and Morice * Berkley 
in that on ou' behalf thei flial declare to you And we truftc 
ye wole difpofe you accordyng to our plefer and comaunde^ 
And ye fhal be to us right welcome. At Notyngham the ix 
day of Jull. 



to ou' Cofyn therl of Warr. 

GOSYN we grete you well And pray you to yeve feight and 
credence to S'. Thorn's Mongomery and Morice Berkley, &c. 
And we ne truft y*^ ye (hulde be of any fuech difpoficon 

towards 

Thefc Letters of King Edward were copiQd, and the Copies appear to have been 
fent enclofed immediately to the perfon to wnomiMie Letter containing them was dire£ted. 
PI. IV. N*^ I. was copied from an original Autograph of this King. 

The Letters were written by the King in 1470, either immediately before he was taken 
Prifoner by the Earl of Warwick, or foon after his eicape, and re-afluming the govern- 
ment, when a Conference was held at Weftminfler under a Safe-condu6t ; or (which is 
moft probable) they were written at the time that the King had ordered his forces to 
rendezvous at Nottingham, in order to oppofe Warwick ; when on the Earl's approach 

he 
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LETTER XXXIII. 

^efe three Letters underwritten^ the King of his own hand wrote 

unto my Lords of Clarence^ IVdrwick, and Archbijhop of Yorh 

^he Credence whereof in fubjlance wasy that every of them 

Jhould in fuch peaceable wife^ as they have be [been] accujlomed 

to ridcj come unto his Highnefs. 

Rbx Edvardus. ^0 our Brother of Clarence. 

BROTHER, we pray you to give faith and credence to our 
well beloved Sir Thomas ' Montgomery and Morice * Berk- 
ley, in that on our behalf they (hall declare to you ; and we 
truft ye will difpofe you' according to our pleafure and com* 
mandment ; and ye (hall be to us right welcome. At Nottingham 
the 9th day of July. 

^0 our Coufn^ the Earl of fFarwick. 

COUSIN, we greet you well, and pray you to give fiiith and 
credence to Sir Thomas Montgomery and Morice Berkley, 
(in that on our behalf they (hall declare to you) ; and we ne truft 
\ [do not believe'] that ye (hould be of any fuch difpofition towards 

he retreated, and marched for Lynn, in Norfolk, from whence he embarked for Holland, 
The Date will not coincide with the time as fixed by our Hiftorians. 

The Letters are fliort and concife, but contain every thing the Writer intended, and 
as royal Letters are certainly curious. The Signature at the top is copied from an 
Autograph of King Edward. 

* Sir Thomas Montgomery had a command at the battle of Barnet, and was a Knight 
of the Gartei . 

* Maurice Berkeley was fecond fon of James, Lord Berkeley, and in great favour 
with King Edward. He fucceeded his Brother William as Lord Berkeley, in 1491, and 
died in 1 506. 

Vol. II. G us. 
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towards us as y' Rumo' here renneth confederyng the truft and 
affeccon we here in yow. At Notyngham the ix day of Jull. 
And Cofyn ne thynk but ye flialbe to us welcome. 

fo ou' Cofyn 'tharchbyjbop of Torke. 

CO S YN we p*y you y*' ye wul accordyng to the p*rayfe ye 
made us to come to us as fone as ye goodely may And y*' 
yeve credence to S'. Thorn's Mongomery and Morice Berkley 
in y*' un ou' behalve yei (hal fey to you And ye ihalbe to us 
welcome, at Notynghana the ix day of Jul. 



n € % X c « im3m^ 

To rny Mqftyr S\ John Pq/lon knyght he thys delyu^yd. 

RYGHT worchepfull S". I recomand me to yow thankyg 
yow moft hertly of yo*" gret coft whyche ye dyd on 
me at my laft beig w' yow at London whyche to my power 
I wyll recompence yow w' the bcft fervyfe that lythe in me 
to do for your plefure whyll my wytts be my owne, 

Syr as for the mater of ^ Caft'^ it hathe be meuyd to my 

Under the Direaion of this Letter U written in a hand of the time ** A*» x*," which 
I fuppofe means the lo E. IV. and accordingly I have fo dated this Letter, diough had it 
not been for this memorandum I flionld have placed it after that of Sir John Fdlon to 
John Pafton, Efq, dated 3d of February, 1471, la.E- IV. and to which I refer the 
Reader, as Ukewifc to the Letter dated between 8 and 9, November 1472, la B. IV. 
N«U.andL. ^ ' 

Ladys 
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us/ as the Rumour here runneth, confidering the truft and affec- 
tion we bear in you. At Nottingham the 9th day of July. And 
Coufin ne [do not] think but ye Ihall be to us welcome. 

To our Coufin the Archhtjbop of York. 

COUSIN, we pray you that ye will, according to the promile 
ye made us, come to us as foon as ye goodly may ; And 
that (yt) give credence to Sir Thomas Montgomery and Morice 
Berkley in that on our behalf they fliall fay to you ; and ye (hall 
be to us welcome. At Nottingham the 9'* day of July. 

Nottingham, 

9th of July, 1470^ xo E. IV. 



R 



LETTER XXXIV. 

To my Mqfttrj Sir John Pa/Ion^ knight, be this delivered. 
IGHT worfliipful Sir, I recommend me to you, thanking 



you moft heartily of your great coft, which ye did on me 
at my laft being with you at London ; which to my power, I 
will recompence you with the beft fervice that lyeth in me to do 
for your pleafure, while my wits be my own. 

Sir, as for the matter of ' Caifter, it hath been moved to my 

■ The Eftatc and the Hall at Caiftcr, were part of the poffefl^ms of Sir John Fafto!^ 
knight. John Pailon, Father of Sir John, was one of his executors ; by which means 
the Pailons got into poflcffion of this Seat, &c. The right of poffeffing it was difputed 
both by the Duke of Norfolk, and by King Edward IV. the former in 1469, laying a 
regular Siege to it ; the Paftons had at laft quiet pofleffion. 

G 2 Lady^s 
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Ladys good Grace by the Byfhope of * Wynchcft' as well as 
he kowd imagyn to fey it confederyg the lytyll leyfer that he 
had w^ hyr and he told me that he had ryght an agreabyll 
anfwer of hyr but what hys anfwer was he wold not tell me 
then I axyd hym what anfwer I (liould fend yow in as myche 
as ye mad me a folyfyter to hys Lordfliip for that mater then 
he bad me that undyr con fay 11 I fhold fend you woord that hyr 
anfwer was more to your plefure than to the contrary whych 
ye (hall have more pleyn knowlage of thys next termc att 
whyche tyme bothe my Lord and (he (hall be at London, 

The By(hop cam to 3 Framlyngham on wednyfday at nyght 
and on thurfday by x of the clok befor noon my yong Lady 
was kryftend and namyd ♦ Anne the By(hop cryftend it and 
was Gddfader bothe And w' in ij owyrs and leflTe aftyr the 
. cryftenyg was do, my Lord of Wyncheft* departyd towards 
Walth'm. (^fhen follows the fuhjlance of a converfation between 
the Lady of Norfolk and Thomas Daversj wherein Jbe promifes 
to be a Friend to Sir John Pafon corner nir^ Caijler y but J. 
Dover s fwore J. Pafton not to mention her good will to any 
perfon^ except to Sir John.) And I let you pleyn ly weet I am 
not the man I was, (For I was never fo roughe in my Maftyrs 
confey t as I am now and y^ he told me hymfelfF before Rychard 

Sothewell 

* William de Wainflcct, or Patten, was a firm Adherent to the Houfe of Lancafter ; 
and notwithftanding that continued Bifhop of Winchefter from 1447 ^^ X486. 

^ Framlingham Caflle, in Suffolk, the then magnificent Seat of the Duke of Norfolk. 

♦ Anne, Daughter and Heir of John Mowbray, the laft Duke of Norfolk, of that name* 
She was married in ^477 (being quite a Child) to Richard Duke of York, fecondSonof 
Edward IV. who on this marriage was created Duke of Norfolk, &c. 

This 
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Lady's good Grace by the Bifliop of * Winchefter, as well as 
he could imagine to fay it, confidering the little leifure that 
he had with her ; and he told me, that he had ri^nt an agreeable 
anfwer of her ; but what his anfwer was, he would not tell me ? 
then I afked him what anfwer I (hould fend you, in as much 
as ye made me a Solicitor to his Lordfhip for that matter ; then 
he bad me, that, under counfel, I (hould fend you word, that 
her anfwer was more to your pleafure than to the contrary; 
which ye (hall have more plain knowledge of this next term, 
at which time both my Lord and (he (hall be at London. 

The Bi(hop came to 3 Framlingham on Wednefday at nighty 
and on Thurfday by ten of the clock before noon, my young 
Lady was chriftened, and named * Anne; the Bi(hop chriftened 
it, and was Godfather both ; and within two hours and lefs 
after the Chriflening was do, my Lord of Winchefter departed 
towards Waltham. (^ben follows the. fubjiance of a converfa^ 
lion between the Lady of . Norfolk and Thomas Dover s^ wherein 
Jhe promifes to be a Friend to Sir John Pajion concerning Caif- 
ter, hut T. Davers fwore J. Pafton not to mention her good 
will to any perfon^ except to Sir John.) And I let you plainly 
weet, I am hot the man I was ; for I was never fo rough in my 

Matter's conceit a« I am now, and that he told, me him felf before 

J ■ . ...... 

This innocent Prince was fuppofed to be murdered in the Tower, with his Brother 
King Edward V. in 1483, aged about 9 years. The Lady Anne, his Duchcfs, died I 
believe before him. The Dukedom of Norfolk was in 1483 conferred on the Family o£ 
Hpward. 

Richard. 
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Sothewell TympUey S". W. Brandon and twenty more, fo that 
tliey y^ lowryd nowgji laughe upon me, no moor but god look. 
Wretyn at Framlygh'm the fryday next aftyr y* I dcpertyd 
fro,yow, thy 8 day my Lord is towardys * Walfyngh'xa and 
comandyd me to ou*take hym to morow at y* fertheft* 

1} } by 6 f . 

Part of the Paper Mark, 
the Letter G. 
PI. XII. N** i8^ 
N. 6. The upper Part is cut off. 

s To vifit our Lady of Walfingham I fuppofe. 
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Pafion^ &c. 

BROTHER I comand me to yow, &c, (Here follows an 
order about fearchit^ for fome Writings^ He.) Alfo telle 
John Pampyng that the maydc at y* BuUc at Cludeys at Weftm' 
fent me on a tyme by hym to the moor a rynge of goolde to 
a tookne whyche I hadde not off hym wherfibr I woUe he 
fcholde fcnde it hyedre ffor fche moft have itt ageyn or cUys v*. 
ffbr it was not hyrrys. Itm I praye yow be redye the mater 
qwykennythe bothe fibr yowe and yowres as well as fibr us and 

howrys. 

As 
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Richard Southwell, Tymperley, Sir W. Brand«n, and twenty 
more, fo that they that loved not, laugh upon me ; no more but 
god look [^ryt Good Luck], 

Written at Framlingham the Friday next after that I departed 
from you. This day my Lord is toward * Walfingham, and 
commanded me to overtake him to-morrow at the fartheft. 

« J. PASTON. 

Framlingham, 
Friday, 1470, 
xo E. IV. 

• Autograph. PI. iv.N^ 12.. 



LETTER XXXV. 

7*0 J. Pajon, &c. 

BROTHER, I commend me to you, &c. (Here follows an 
order about fearching for fome JVritingSy &c.) Alfo tell 
John Pampyng that the Maid at the Bull at Cludeys at Weft- 
minfter, fent me, on a time by him, to the Moor, a Ring of 
Gold to a token, which I had not of him ; wherefore I would 
that he fliould fend it hither, for (he muft have it again, or 
elfe 5*. for it was not hers. I pray you be ready, the matter 
quickeueth both for you and yours, as well as for us and. 

ours» 

2. As^ 
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As fibr tydynges my Lorde ' Erchebyfshop is at the Moor but 
ther is belefFte w^ hym dyverfe off the Kynges Tvantes and as 
I underftond he hathe lyfence to tarry ther tyll he be feate ffor. 
Ther be many fFolkes uppe in the northe foo y^ * Percy is not 
able to recyft them and foo the Kyngc hathe fente fFor hys 
fFeeodmen to koom to hym for he woll goo to putt them downe 
and foom fcye y^ the Kynge fholde come ageyn to London 
and that in hafte.and as it is fayde 3 Cortenayes be londyd in 
Devenfchyr and ther rewle, It'm that y^ Lofdes ♦ Clarance and 
Warwyk woll affaye to londe in Inglonde cvyrye daye as fFolkes 
fFeer. 

I praye yow late not John Mylfent be longe fFrom me w^ 
as moche as can be gaderyd and alfo that ye wryght to me off 
all thynges that I have wretyn to yow ffor fo that I may. have 

anfwer off evy thynge. 

Other thynges Bacheler Walter berer heroff fchall informe yow. 

Wretyn at London the Sondayc nexte beffor Seynt ^ Law- 
rence daye. 

Alfo my brother Edmonde is not yet remembryd.he hathe not 
to lyff w^ thynk on hym, &c. 

12 by 10. 
Paper Mark, 
The Letter R. 
PI. IX. N^ i6. 

This Letter was written at a time when the nation was in a moft unfettlcd ftatc, the 
late King's Adherents every day expecting the arrival of the Duke of Clarence and the 
Earl of Warwick, their new Friends. Some expreffions in this Letter fecm to infinuatc 
that Sir John Pafton (PI. iv. N° 9.) wifhed well to their caufe; and by his putting 
himfelf, as foon as the Revolution in the Government happened, under the Prote£tion of 
the Earl of Oxford, ihows he did fo. 
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As for tidings, my Lord ' Archbifliop is at the Moor, but 
there is beleft with him diverfe of the King's fervants ; and 
as I underftand, he hath licence to tarry there till he be fent for. 
There be many Folks up in the North, fo that * Percy is not 
able to refifl: them ; and fo the King hath fent for his Feodmen 
to come to him, for he will go to put them down ; and fome 
fay, that the King (hould come again to London, and that in 
hafte ; and as it is faid, ' Courtneys be landed in Devonfhire, 
and there rule. 

Item, that the Lords ♦ Clarence and Warwick will affay to 
land in England every day, as Folks fear. 

I pray you let not John My Ifent be long from me, with as 
much as can be gathered ; and alfo that ye write to me of all 
things that I have written to you for, fo that I may have anfwer 
of every thing. 

Other things Batchelor Walter, bearer hereof (hall inform 
you. Written at London, the Sunday next before Saint 5 Law- 
rence's day, 

Alfo my Brother Edmund is not yet remembered ; he hath 
not to live with, think on him, &c. 

JOHN PASTON, Knight. 

London, | 

Sunday, 5th of Auguf(, 
1470, 10 E. IV. 

* This muft mean George Neville, Archbifhop of York, and Brother to the Eail of 
Warwick, who feems to have been fufpedted by the Kin^, and left at the Moor as a 
kind of State Prifoner. 

* Henry Percy, the lately created Earl of Northumberland, 
^ The Courtneys were late Earls of Devonfliire/* 

*♦ Thefe Noblemen landed about the beginning of the month following. 
^ St. Laurence's day is the loth of Auguft. 

Vol. II. H LET- 
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Jb mjf ryght W(^qhipfidl Modyr Margara Pq^on bt tbys delyu'd. 

AF T Y R hvxmby 11 aad moft dew recomendacyon as lowly 
as I can I befeche yow of yo' blyflyg Plefy^ yo^ to wet 
y^ blyflyd be god my brodyr and I be in good bele and I tryft 
that we fliall do ryght well in aU owyr maters haftyly ffbr my 
Lady of ' NorflF hathe promyflyd tp be rcwiyd by my Lord of 
^ Ojiynforthe ia all fyche maters as belpnge to my brodyr and 
to me and as for my Lord of Oxynforthe he is bettyr Lord 
to me by my trowthe than F can wyflie hym in many miiatets 
for he fente to my Lady of NorfF by John Bernard only for 
my mater and for non othyr caufe my onwetyg or wythout 
cny preyer of me for whei> he fente to hyr I was at London 
and he at Colcheftyr and y* is a lyeklyod he remebyrthe me 
the Dwk and the Dwchcfs fwe to hym as humbylly as evyr 
I dyd to them in fo myche that my Lord of Oxynforth (hall 
have the rwyll of them and thers by ther owne defyirs and gret 
meanys. As for the Ofyces that ye wrot to my brodyr for and 

This Letter was written after the flight of Edward, and very foon after the reftoration 
of Henry VI. to the throne. Sir John Paflon, and his Brother John Pafton, (PI. iv. N° la.) 
the Writer of this Letter, had been and ilill were of the Houfehold of the Duke of Norfolk, 
but were now making their court to the Earl of Oxford ; and hoped by his favour to have 
appointments under this new Govcrmnpit, which took place the beginning of Oftobcr, 

to 
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LETTER XXXVI. 

To my right worjhipful Mother^ Margaret Pa/Ion, be this delivered. 

AFTER humble and inoft due recommendation, as lowly 
as I can, I befcech you of your bleffing. Pleafe it you 
to weet, that, bleffed be God, my Brother and I be in good hele 
\health'] ; and I truft that we {hall do right well in all our mat- 
ters haftily ; for my Lady of ' Norfolk hath promifed to be 
ruled by my Lord of * Oxford in all fuch matters as belong to 
my brother and to me ; and as for my Lord of Oxford, he 
is better Lord to me, by my truth, than I can wifli him in 
many matters ; for he fent to my Lady of Norfolk by John 
Bernard only for my matter, and for none other caufe mine on 
weeting [forgetting']^ or without any prayer of me, for when 
he fent to her I was at London, and he at Colchefter, and that 
is a likelihood he remembered me. 

The Duke and the Duchefs fue to him as Humbly as ever I 
did to them ; infomuch that my Lord of Oxford fliall have the 
rule of them and theirs, by their own defires and great means. 

As for the Offices, that ye wrote to my brother for and to me^ 

» John Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk ; Elizabeth, Daughter of John Talbot, firft Earl 
of Shrcwlbmy, Diichcft of Norfolk. 

» John dc Vcre, a firm friend to the Houfe of Lancafter, and who, during the fhort 
exaltation of Henry, was omongft the firft Statefinen of that Party. He died loth of 
March, 141 2, 4 H. VIII. 

H 2 • they 
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to me they be for no poore men but I tryft we (hall fped of 
othyr ofyfeys metly for us. For my Maftyr the Erie of Oxyn- 
forthe bydeth me axe and have. I trow my brodyr S^ John 
fhall have the Conftabyllfliep of Norwyche caftyll w^ xx^» of fFee 
all the Lordys be agreyd to it. Tydyngs the Erie of ^ Wyr- 
ceftyr is lyek to dye y" day or to morow at the fertheft John 
Pylkygton M. W. att ClyfFand fFowler ar takyn and in the caftyll 
of Pomfrett and ar lyek to dye haftyly w^ owte y*^' be dead. 
S'. T. Mongomere and Joudone be takyn what fhall falle of hem 
I can not fey. 

The ♦ Qwen y^ was and the Dwchefs of ^ Bedford be in Seyn- 
tuary at Weftmeftyr, the Bylheop ^ of Ely w^ othyr Byflieopys 
ar in feynt Martyns when I here more I fhall fend yow more 
I prey God fend yow all your defyrs Wretyn at London on Seynt 
Edwards evyn. 

Yo' Sone and humbyll Servnt, 

31. ^. 

Modyr I befeche yow y^ Bromc may be fpokyn to to gadyr 
up my fylluyr at Gwton in all haft poflybyll for I have no mony. 
Alfb y* it lyek yow y' John Mylfent may be fpokyn to to 
kep well my Grey horfe and he be alyve and y* he fpare no met 

» John Tiptoft, Lord Treafurer and Lord Conflable, abfconded on the departure of 
his Royal Matter, but was taken in Weybridge Foreft, in Huntingdonfhire, concealed in a 
Tree ; and being brought to the Tower, was there beheaded upon a charge of cruelty, on 
the iSthof Odober, 1470. 

^ Elizabeth, Qiieen of Ed^^^ard IV. j 

on 
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they be for no poor men ; but I truft we (hall fpeed of other 
offices meetly for us. For my Mafter the Earl of Oxford biddeth 
me aflc and have. I trow [think] my brother Sir John fhall 
have the Conftablelhip of Norwich Caftle, with 20/. of Fee ; 
all the Lords be agreed to it. 

Tidings, the Earl of 5 Worcefter is like to die this day, or 
to-morrow at the fartheft ; John Pilkington, M. W. at ClyfF, 
and Fowler are taken, and in the Caftle of Pomfret, and are like 
to die haftily, without they be dead. Sir Thomas Montgomery 
and Joudone be taken, what (hall fall of them I cannot fay. 

The * Queen that was, and the Duchefs of ^ Bedford be in 
Sanftuary at Weftminfter; the Bi(hop of * Ely with other 
Bi(hops are in Saint Martin's ; when I hear more, I (hall fend 
you more; I pray God fend you all your defires. Written 
at London on^ Saint Edward's even. 

Your Son and humble Servant, 

T. PASTON. 

London, Thurfday, 

I ith of Oaobcr, 1470, 10 E. IV. (49 H. VI.) 

Mother, I befeech you, that Brome may be fpoken to, to 
gather up my Silver at Guyton in all hafte poflible, for I have 
no money. Alfo that it like you, that John Milfent may be 
fpoken to, to keep well my Grey Horfe, an [if] he be alive, and 

' Jaqucline, of Luxemburgh, Duchefs-dowager of Bedford, and Widow of Sir Richard 
Widvillc or Woodville, Mother to Elizabeth. 

* William Gray, a man of family and great learning, was placed in this See by 
Pope Nicholas the V. in 1454. He was Lord Treafurer to Edward IV. and died in 
1478. 

that 
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on hym and y' he have konnyg Lechys to look to hym As 
for my comyg hotii I knowe no fcrteynte for I terry tyll my 
Lady of NorfF com to go thorow w^ the maters and Ihe (hall 
not be here tyll fonday. 

II I by 8 |. . 



To my right dere and welbeloved Brother Thomas Veer. 

TJ IGHT Dere and welbeloved brother I cona'nd me hertly 
•*-^ unto you c'tyfying you that I have receyved yo' w*tyng 
dkteded now lafte unto me by my Tvant Will'm Cooke by 
which I und'ftande the faithfuU gwydyng and difpoficon of the 
Cuntre to my gret Cumfote and Pleafer, which I dowbte not 
Ihall redunde to the gretheft p'fyng and worfliip that eu* dide 
till eny Cuntre c'tyfying you ferd'more that by Nichefbn of 
yo'' other tydyngs lafte fend unto me Alfo thes by. Robt Port* 
I have difpofed me w^ all the power that I can make in Effex 
' and SufT Cambrygefliire and other places to be on monday next 
comyg at Bury whiche p'pofe I intende to obfve w^ Godds g'ce 
towards you in to NorfT to the afliftence of you and the Cuntre 
in cafe Edwarde w« his Companye had aryved ther and yete 
I (hall do the fame noghtw^ftandyng for if he aryve northwarde 
4 like 
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that he fpare no meat on hirxi^ and that he have cunning 
Leeches to look to him. As for my coming home» I know 
no certainty, for I tarry till my Lady of Norfolk come to go 
through with the matters^ and ihe (hall not be here till Sunday^ 



LETTER XXXVn. 

7*0 my ri^t dear and well beloved Brother, T^bomas Veer. 

RIGHT dear and well beloved Brother, I commend me 
heartily unto you ; certifying you that I have received your 
writing, direfted now laft unto me, by my fervant William 
Cooke, by which I underftand the faithful guiding and difpo- 
fitiba of the Country to my great Comfort aiid Pleafure; 
which I doubt not (hall redound to the greateft praifing and 
w^^orfliip that ever did till [/o] any Country ; certifying you far- 
thermore, that by Nichefi)n of your other tidings laft fent unto 
me ; alfo thefe by Robert Porter* I have difpofed me with all 
the power that I can make in Eflex and Suffolk, Cambridgefhire, 
and other places, to be on Monday next coming at Bury, which 
purpofe 1 intend to obferve with God's Grace towards you into 
Norfolk, to the afliftance of you and the Country, in cafe 
Edward with his Company had arrived there, and yet I (hall do 
the fame notwithftanding ; for if he arrive Northward, like 

as 
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like as ye wete by likelyhode he fhulde I cafte to folow and 
porfew hym and where ye defire that I (hulde fend you woorde 
what difpoficon (halbe take in the Cuntre wher ye be I defire 
you that ye by theadvyfe of the Gentilme which ben there 
chefe iij or iiij and fend theym to me at Bury on monday next 
and than I and they w^ my Counceyle fliall take a Direccon for 
the Sur'tie of all that Cuntre by Godds g'ce by whome I (hall 
fend than to you relacon whed*^ ye fliall remayne ftill ther yo' felfF 
or reforte to me w^ all thos that be acompayned w* you and 
Jh'u pTve you. At Hithingh'm the xiiij day of Marche. 

]Cp pour loDpiig brotj^pr/ 

;9D)^pnforDt 

Paper Mark, Wheels, &c. 
PI. X. N^ 9. 

Sir Thomas dc Vcre, Knight, was third brother to John dc Vcrc, Eari of Oxford. 
It appears from this Letter, that the County of Norfolk was in the intereit of Henry VI, 
and by the Orders which it contains, that the Earl had bad advice from his Brother of 
die appearance of Edward's Fleet on that Coafi, and of its proceeding from thence to the 
North. 

Hollingfhed 
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as ye weet by likelihood he ihould, I caft [intend^ to follow 
and purfue him, and where(^j) ye defire that I (hould fend 
you word what difpofition (hall be taken in the Country where 
ye be, I defire you, that ye, by the advice of the Gentlemen 
which be there, chufe three or four and fend them to me at 
Bury on Monday next ; and then I and they, with my Council, 
(hall take a direftion for the furety of all that Country by God*s 
grace ; by whom I (hall fend then to you relation, whether ye 
(hall remain ftill there yourfelf, or refort to me with all thofe 
that be accompanied with you, and Jefu preferve you. At 
Hithingham [Heningbam] the 14th day of March. 

By your loving Brother, 

OXYNFORD. 

Heningham, or Hedingham Caftle, iii EiTcx, 
14th of March, 1470, 11 E. IV. (49 H. VI.) 

HoUingQied informs us, that Edward came before Cromer, in Norfolk, on the 12th 
of March, where he fcnt on fhore Sir Robert Charoberlaine, Sir Gilbert Debenham, 
4ind others, to underftand how the Country ftood affedled. They found the vigilan<re of 
the Earl of Oxford, and the great preparations he had made, were fuch, that it would be 
unfafe to land, and therefore they ftoered Northwards. 

Autograph. PI. iv. N^ 5. PI. xiv. N<^ 24. 
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To my right trufiy and welbelovyd Henry Spilman "Thos Seyve 
John Seyve James Raddif John Brampton the older and to 
eche oj them. 

TRUSTY and welbeloved I comiide me to you lettyng 
you witte that I have credible tydyngs that the Kyngs 
gret enemys and rebellis acompanyed w* enetnys eftungers be 
nowe aryved and landyd in the north p'ties of this his land to 
the utter deftruftion of his roiall p'fone and fubu'fion of all 
his realm if they myght atayne whom to encountr' and refifte 
the Kings Highneffe hath comunded and afligned me under 
his feall fufficient power and auftorite to call reyfe gad'r and 
affemble fro tyme to tyme all his liege people of the Shir' of 
NorfP and other places to affifte ayde and ftrenght me in the 
fame enteht Wherfor in the Kyngs name and by auAorite 
aforefaid I ftraitly charge and comand you and in my owne 
byhalf hertly defir' and py you that all excufes leid ap't ye 
and eche of you in yo\Sr owne p'fones defenfibly araied w^ 

asmony 

This fpirited Letter was written immediately after notice of the landing of Echvard at 
Ravenfpur, in Yorkfliire, on the 14th of March ; but whether the forces raifed in 
Norfolk, and the neighboining Counties, marched towards Newark docs not appear ; 
—if they did, they and thofe they might meet there, never faced Edward's Army, which 
came forwards to the Earl of Warwick's F<rrces intrenched at Coventry. Edward there 

made 



EDWARD IV. \ 59 



LETTER XXXVIII. 

"To my right trujly and w,ell beloved Henry Spilman^ Thomas Seyve, 
yphn Seyvey James Radcllf^ John Brampton the elder, and to 
each of them. 

TRUSTY and well beloved, I commend me to you, 
letting you wcet, that I have credible tidings that the 
King's great Enemies and Rebels, accompanied with Enemies 
Eftrangers, be now arrived, and landed in the North parts of this 
his land, to the utter deflxudion of his royal perfon, and fub- 
verfion4)f all his realm, if they might attain ; whom to encoun- 
ter and refift the King's Highnefs hath commanded and affigned 
me, under his Seal, fufficient power and authority to call, raife, 
gather, and affemble, from time to time, all his liege people 
of the (hire of Norfolk, and other places to aflift, aid, and 
ftrengthen me in the fame intent. 

Wherefore in the King's name, and by authority aforefaid, I 
ftraitly charge and command you, and in my own behalf heartily 
defire and pray you, that, all excufes laid a-part, ye and each 

made a feint of attacking them, but being joined by his Brother the Duke of Clarence, 
it was determined to oinit that, and proceed immediately to London ; where he arrived 
on the nth of April, without opposition, and inftaatly re*airumed the Government of 
the Kingdom. 

AtTtogrj^ph. PK IV, K® 5. 

I Z of 
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asmony men as ye may goodly make be on fryday next comyng 
at Lynne and fo forth to Newark wher' w^ the leve of God, 
I (hall not faile to be at that tyme entendyng fro thence to goo 
foorth w' the help of God you and my fryndes to the recountr 
of the faid enemyes And that ye faill not hereof as ye tendr* 
the weele of our faid Sou'eygne Lord and all this his reaUne 
Written at Bury the xix^' day of Marche, 

II by 6|. 

Paper Mark, 
Bull's Head and Star. 

PI. X, N<> 3. ' ' 
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To the right JVorJhipfull and /fall ^ngler Maijler ST. John 
Pafton knyght be this delytied. 

AFTER due recomendacon hadde w^ all my fvyce, &c. 
{Here follow Copies of IndiUments and Appeals procured 
againfl S". John Pa/Ion, and his Servants \ — and likewife other 
law bujtnefs.) 

As for tydyngs here in y" cuntre be many tales, and non 
accorth w* other, it is tolde me by the Undirfhireve that my 
Lord of Clarence is goon to his brother late Kyng in fo moche 

that 
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of you, in your own perfons defenfibly arrayed, with as many 
men as ye may goodly make, be on Friday next coming at Lynne^ 
and fo forth to Newark ; where, with the leave of God, I (hall 
not fail to be at that time ; intending from thence to go forth 
with the help of God, you, and my Friends to the re-counter 
of the faid Enemies ; and that ye fail not hereof, as ye tender 
the weal of our faid Sovereign Lord, and all this his Realm. 
Written at Bury, the 19th day of March. 



Bury, 

19th of March, 

1470, iiE. IV. (49H.VI.) 



OXYNFORD. 



LETTER XXXIX. 

To the right worjhlpful and J^cial Singular Majler^ Sir Jofm 
Paftony knight J be this delivered. 

AFTER due recommendation had, with all my fervice, 
&c. (Here follow Copies of Indidlments and Appeals pro^ 
cured again/l Sir John Pajton^ and his Servants ; — and likewife 
other law bujinefs.) 

As for tidings, here in this Country be many Tales, and 
none accord with other ; it is told me by the Under Sheriff, 
that my Lord of Clarence is gone to his Brother late King ; 

infomuch 
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that his men have the ' Gorget on their breefts and y* Rofe 
ou' it And it is feid that y* Lord • Howard hath p*clamed 
Kyng E Kyng of Inglond in SuflF, &c. 

Yos and at yo"^ comandemcnt. 

Piper Mark, 

A Pair of Shears, 

Pl.xi.N^ II. 

12 by i6 }> 

' A Collar worn round the neck. 



7*0 my Moodre. 

MOODRE I recomande me to yow letyng yowwetteyt 
blyfied be God my brother John is a lyfFe and farethe 
well and in no p'ell off dethe. Neu' the leffe he is hurt w^ 
an Arow on hys ryght arme be nethe y* elbow and I have 
fent hym a Serion whyche hathe dreffid hym and he tellythe me 
Y he truftythe y^ he fchall be all hoU w^ ih ryght fchort tymc. 
It is fo y^ John Mylfent is ded God have m'cy on hys Sowle and 
Wyll'm Mylfent is on lyfFe and hys other Servants all be 
alkepyd by all lyklihod. 

It'm as ffbr me I ame in good cafe blyflyd be God and in 

no Jop'te off my lyflfe as me lyft my felf for I am at my lyberte 

4 iff 
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infomuch that his men have the ' Gorget on their breads, and 
the Rofe over it. And it is faid, that the Lord * Howard hath 
proclaimed King £ {dward) King of England in Suffolk. 

Yours, and at your Commandment, 

3 JAMES GRESHAM- 

Latter end of March, 
or beginning of April, 
147 1, II E. IV. (49 H. VI.; 

* toh»Howarcl, afterwards the firft Duke of Norfolk of that name* 

* PI. III. N° 28. 



LETTER XL. 

TJ? my Mother 

MOTHER, I recommend me to you, letting you weet, that, 
bleffed be God, my brother John (Pqfton) is alive and 
fareth well, and in no peril of death ; neverthelefs he is hurt 
with an Arrow on his right arm, beneath the elbow ; and I have 
fent him a Surgeon, which hath dreffed him, and he telleth 
me, that he trufteth that he (hall be all whole within right 
Ihort time. 

It is fo that John Milfent is dead, God have mercy on his 
Soul! and William Milfent is alive, and his other Servants 
all be efcaped by all likelihood. 

Item, as for me, I am in good cafe bleffed be God ; and 

in no jeopardy of my life, as me lift myfelf ; for I am at my 

liberty if heed be. 

Item, 
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lif nede bee. It'm my Lorde ' Archebyfshop is In the Towr 
neu'thelefle I truft to God y^ he fchall do well I noghe he hatha 
a SafFe garde for hym and me bothe. Neu'thelefle we have ben 
troblyd fyns but nowe I undreftande y^ he hathe a Pardon and fo 
we hope well. 

Ther was kylJyd uppon the fFelde halfFe a myle fFrom Ber- 
nett on Efterne daye * the Erie of Warwyk, y* Marqweys 
Montacu S". Will'm 3 Terell S\ Lewes Johns and dyu*fe other 
Efqers off owr Contre. Godm'fton and Bothe. 

And on the Kynge Edwardes p'tye the Lord * Cromwell y^ 
Lord 5 Saye S^ OmfFrey ^ Bowghfher off owr contre whyche 
IS a fore moonyd man her and other peple off bothe p'tyes to y* 
nombre ofFmor then ^ a m^ 

As for other tythynges is undreftande her y^ the Qwyen 

Margrett 



This curious Letter was written by Sir John Pafton, (PL iv. N^ 9.) to his Mother, 
the fourth day after the Battle of Bamet ; wherein he had perfonally fought ; and which 
may be {aid to have fettled Edward almoft fecurely on the throne, by depriving him 
of his implacable Enemy the great Earl of Warwick, who here fell, moil furioufly 
fighting, 

Hl^ Brother, the Marquis of Montagu, fliared the fame fate ; Sir John Pafton fhows 
himfelf a true Lancaftrian, and even now entertains great hopes of a change of affairs 
favourable to Henry ; — thefe, I fuppofe, were raifed by the landing of Queen Margaret 
and her Son, Pi ince Edward, in Dorfet{hire, but they proved of (hort continuance, for at 
the fatal Battle of Tewkelbury, fought on the 4th of May following, her Army was 
totally routed, and herfclf, and Son, taken Prifoners ; when the latter was almoft imme- 
diately moft bafely murdered, in the prefence of Edward ; and our Hiftorians fay, that 
this young Prince fell by the Swords of the Dukes of Clarence and Gloucefter, and of 
the Lords Dorfet and Haftyngs ! ^ 

He was only eighteen years of age, and v/as buried without any funeial pomp, in the 
Church of the Black Friars, in Tewkefbury. 

It feems foraewhat furprifing that Sir John fhould commit to paper his wifhes and 

opinions 
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Item, my Lord ' Archbifhop is in the Tower ; neverthelefs 
I tnift to God, that he Ihall do well enough -, he hath a Safe- 
guard for him and me both ; neverthelefs we have been troubled 
iince, but now I underftand, that he hath a Pardon ; and fo we 
hope well. 

There was killed upon the Field, half a mile from Barnet, 
on Eafter day, * the Earl of Warwick, the Marquis Montagu, 
Sir William * Tyrell, Sir Lewis Johns, and divers other Efquires 
of our Country, Godmerfton and Booth. 

And on the King Edward's party, the Lord ♦ Cromwell, the 
Lord ^ Say, Sir Humphrey * Bourchier of our Country, which 
is a fore moonyd [ moaned'] man here ; and other people of both 
Parties to the number of more than ^ a thoufand. 

As for other tidings, (//) is underftood here, that the Queen 

opinions fo fully, at a time when he was fcarccly at liberty himfelf, and had reafon to fear 
that if his featiments were difcovered his life might be in danger. 

■ George Neville, Archbifhop of York ;— it was from tlie cuflody of this Prelate, that 
Edward efcapcd, after having been furprifcd and taken PriCbner by the Earl of Wan^ick, 
in 1470 ; perhaps the kind treatment of his then Prifoner, now procured his Pardon. 

* The Bodies of thefe two Noblemen were expofed three days to public view in St. 
Paul's Cathedral, and then conveyed to, and buried at Bifliam Abbey, in Berkjfhire. 

^ Sir William Tyrel, was Coufin to Sir James Tyrel, the afterwaids fuppofed Murderer 
of Edward V. and his brother the Duke of York. 

* Humphrey Bourchier, third Son of Henry Earl of Eflex, had furamons to parlia- 
ment, in 14J61, as Lofd Cromwell, in right of his wife. 

5 William Fienes, Lord Say. 

' Son of John Lord Bemers. 

7 This number is confiderably lelii than the leaft given by any of our HiHorians, who, 
fome of them, made the Hft of (lain to amount to 10,000 others to 4000, and thofe who 
fpeak the mod moderately to 1 500 men. 

The Battle of Barnet began on the momirg, and lafted till afternoon on Eaflcr Sunday, 
the t4thof April, 1471. 

Vol. II. K Margaret 
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• Margrett is verrely londyd and hyr Sone in the weft Centre 
and I trow y^ as to morow or ellys y' next dayethe Kyngc 
Edwarde wyll dep*t fFrom henfe to hyr warde to dryve her owt 
ageyn. It*m I befeche yow y^ I jnzy be recomendyd to my 
Cofyn Lomner and to thanke hym ffor hys goode wyll to me 
wardes iff I had hadde nede as I undreftoode by the berer heroflf 
and I befeche you on my behalve to advyfe hym to be well ware 
off hys delyng or langage as yit fibr the worlde I enfur yow is 
ryght qwefye as ye fchall know w* in thys monthe the peple 
heer feerythe it foor, 

God hathe fchewyd hym felfFe marvelouflye lyke hym y^ 
made all and can undoo ageyn wha^ hym lyft, ^nd I kan 
thynke y* by all lyklyod fchall fchewe hym fylff as mervylous 
ageyn and that in fchort tyme and as I fuppofe ofiter then onys 
in cafis lyke. 

It'm it is foo that my brother is on pVeyed off monye, I 
have holpyn h/m to my power and above. Wherffbr as it 
pleafythe yow remembre hym, ffor kan not pVeye ffor ixiy felffe 
in y* fame cafe. 

Wretyn at London the thoryfdaye in Efterne wekc I hope 
haftely to fee yow. 

All ^ thys bylle moft be fecrett, be ye not adoghtyd off the 
worlde ffor I truft all fchall be well, iff it thufle contenewe 

' Queea Margaret, and Frioce Edward her Son, landed at Weymoutb, in Dorfetihire^ 
about the 13th or X4ih of April. 

1 lame 
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• Margaret is verily lauded and her Son, in the Weft Country, 
and I trow [believe] that as to-morrow or elfe the next day, 
the King Edward will depart from hence to her ward, to drive 
her out again. 

Item, I befeech you that I may be recommended to my 
Coufm Lomner, and to thank him for his good will to me ward, 
if I had had needy as I underftood by the Bearer hereof ; and I 
befeech you on my behalf to advife him to be well ware of his 
dealing or language as yet, for the world, I affure you, is 
right queafy [unfettled] as* ye fhall know within this month ; 
the People here fearetji it fore. 

God hath ihewed himfelf marvelloufly like him that made 
all, and can undo again when him lift ; and I can think that 
by all likelihood (hall fhew himfelf as marvellous again, and 
that in ihort tirne ; and, as I fuppofe, oftener than once in cafes 
like. 

Item, it is lb, that my Brother is unpurveyed [unprovided] 
of money, I have holpen [helfieJ] him to my power and above ; 
wherefore, as it pleafeth you, remember him, for cannot purvey 
for myfelf in the fame cafe. 

Written at London the Thurfday in Eafter week* 

I hope haftily to fee you. « All this bill muft be fecret. 
Be ye not adoubted [fufpicious] of the world, I truft all fhall 

• Sir John had fufficient reafon to &y, «* All this bill nrnft be fecret," for if the 
' condufiott of this Letter had been feen by the York Party ; his Liberty, if not his Life, 
would have been at fiake. 

K 2 be 
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I ame not all undon nor noon off us and iff othcrwyfc,' 
then, &c. &c. 

. II i by 8 J. 

Paper Mark, 
Bull's Head and Star, 
PI. XI. N«^ 10. 
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7o the ryght recent and wyrchypfull ' hady. 

T^ YGHT rcu'ent and wyrchypfull Lady I recomande me 
■•'^ to yew lettyng yow wete that I am in gret hevynes at the 
makyng of thys Lett' but thankyd be God I am efchapyd my 
felfe arid fodenly dep'tyd fro my men for I undyrftand my Chap- 
leyn wold have detrayed me and if he com in to the Contre let 
hym be mad feu' &c. Alfo ye (hall gyff, credence to the bryng* 
of thys Lett' and I befeke yow to reward hym to.hys cofts for 
I was not in power at the makyng of thys Lett' to gyff hym but 
as I wafs put in treft by favar of ftrange pepyll, &c- 

Alfo ye (hall fend me in all haft all the redi money that ye 

can 

This curious and fecrct Letter, without Name, Date, or Direction, was written by 

fome PerfoQ of confequence in this reign, and I believe by John de Vere, Earl of Oxford, 

. after the unfuccefsfiil battle of Bamet, fought on the 14th of April, 1471, when he 

retreated with fome of his men towards Scotland ; but difcovering a dedgn to betrdy him, 

he privately left them, and went into Wales to join the Earl of Pembroke. The fuppliet 

of 
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be w^ ; if it thus continue^ I atn not all undone^ nor none of 
us; and if otherwife then, &c. &c. 

London, 

Thurfday, 1 8th of April, 
1471, II E.IV. 



LETTER XLL 

'To the right reverend and worjhipful * Lady. 

RIGHT reverend and worftiipful Lady, I recommend me 
to yoii, letting you weet that I am in great heavinefs at 
the making of this Letter; but thanked be God, I am efcaped 
myfelf, and fuddenly departed from my men ; for I underftand 
my Chaplain would have detrayed [betrayed] me ; and if he come 
into the Country, let him be made fure, &c. 

Alfo ye fhall give credence to the Bringer of this letter, and 
I befeech you to reward him to his cofts ; for I was not in power 
at the making oF this letter to give him, but as I was put in 
truft by favour of ftrange people,j &c* 

Alfo ye fliall fend me in all hafte all the ready money that ye 

of men and money, &c. herein required to be fent to him, were intended to itrcngthen 
the Queen's army, which was now with the utmoft expedition afiembling, and which, 
before the Earls of Pembroke and Oxford could join it, was lotally routed at Tewkefbury, 
on the 4th of May following. 

' Margaret, Daughter of Richard Neville, Earl of Salifbury, and Sifter to the late Earl 
of Warwick, and Wife of John de Vcre, Earl of Oxford. 

can 
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can make and affe mone pf my me aflfe can com: well hocfyd 

and that they cu in dyuYp p'wllys, Alfo that my horflfe 

be fent w' my ftele Sadelles and byd the yoman of tjie horfe" 

cpu* theym w^ ledd'. Alfo ye (hall fend to my * Mod"^ and 

let hyr wete of thys Lett* and pray hyr of hyr bleflyng and 

byd hyr fend me my Kalket by thys tokyn that (he hathe 

the Key theroff but it is brokyn. 

Alfo ye (hall fend to the Pry or of « Thetford and byd hym 

fend me the S*m of gold that he feyd that I fchuld have. Al(b 

{ty to hym by thys * token that I fchewyd hym the fyrft pVe 

Seale, &c. Alfo lete Paftun, Fylbryg Brews com' to me. 

Alfo ye (hall delyu* the bryng' of thys Lett* an horfle fadell 

and brydell Alfo ye fchallbe of gud cher and take no thowght 

for I fchall brynge my ^ purpofe abowte now by the g*ce of 

God qwhome have yow in kepyng. 

^ £) Sp. 

"1 by si- 
Paper Mark, 
BuII'b Head and Star, 
PL X. N? I. 

* Elizabeth, Daughter and Heir of Sir John Howard, Knigjht, who was Unde to 
John Howard, firfb Dake of Norfolk of that name. She was now the widow of 
John de Verc, late Earl of Oxford. 

* John Vefcey, Prior of Thetford, from 1441 to 1479. 

^ The precifion of the privy tokens fbews the caution obfenred, left the Money, &c« 
fliould be fraudulently obtained by siaking ufe of his name only. 
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can make ; and as many of my men, as can come well horfed, 
and that they come in diverfe parcels. 

Alfo that my beft horfes be fent with my fteel faddles, and 
bid the Yeoman of the horfe cover them with leather. 

Alfo ye (hall fend to my • Mother, and let her weet of this 
letter, and pray her of her blefling, and bid her fend me my 
Calket, by this token ; that Jhe hath the Key thereof^ but it is 
Broken. 

Alfo ye (hall fend to the Prior of 3 Thetford, and bid him fend 
me the Sum of Gold that he faid that I (hould have ; alfo fay to 
hini by this * token ; that I Jhewed him the frft Privy Seal, &c. 

Alfo let Pafton, Felbrig, and Brews, come to me. 

Alfo ye (hall deliver the bringer of this letter an horfe, faddle, 
and bridle. 

Alfo ye (hall be of good cheer, and take no thought [ie not me^ 
lancholy'], for I (hall bring my $ purpofe about now by the grace 
of God, who have you in keeping. 

t iD a>. 

April, 1471, XI £• IV. 

' This (hews the expeAadoni fbnned by this lafi attempt of the C2}ieen md Prince 
Edward. 

^ For an ezad Copy of this Signature, of which the firft Charader may be fappofed to 
jrcfemble an O, and the laft a D, though this is cnij fuppofitiop, fee PI. i v. N^' 6. 
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To Mejirejfe Margret Pajlan or to John Pajlon Efqier hyr 

Sone in bq/i. 

RYGHT well belovyd brother I comende me to yow 
letyng yow wete y' I am in wellfiar I thanke God and 
have ben euyr lyns y* I fpake laft w^ yow, and mervayle for y' 
ye fent neu' wryghtynge to me fyns ye departyd I herde nevyr 
fyn* y^ tyme any worde out off Norff* ye myght aft ' Bertie- 
mai feyr have had meffengers I nowe to London and iff ye 
had fent to Wykys he fcholde have covey ed it to me. I herde 
yift'daye y^^. Worfted man off NorfF, y^ folde » Worftedys at 
Wyncheft* feydc jj^ my Lord of Norff ' and my Lady wer on 
pylgrymage at ^ Our Lady on fFoot and fo they went to Caft' 
and Y at Norwyche oh fcholde have ha4 large langage to yow 
and callyd yow * Traytor and pyked many q*rellys to yow, 
fcnde me worde thei" off, it wer well doo y^ ye wer a lytell 
fewrer off yowr pardon than ye be auyfe you, I deme ye woU 
her afiir ellys repent yow. 

I undre- 

This Letter contains no Anecdotes of much confequence, yet we may learn from it 
how little intercourfe was kept up between one part of the kingdom and another ; no 
opportunity perhaps having occurred of fending a Letter from Norwich to London, 
unlefs at the time of the Fair ; another thing ftrikes us, which is, the ufe that Pilgrims 
were of, in conveying intelligence. The advice which Sir John (PL iv. N° lo.) 

hints 
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LETTER XLIl. 

To Mrs. Margaret Pa/Ion^ or to John Pqfton^ Efquire^ her 

SoHy in hope. 

RIGHT well beloved Brother, I commend me to you,, 
letting you weet, that I am in welfare I thank God, and 
have been ever fince that I fpake laft with you ; and marvel 
for that ye fent never writing to me fince ye departed ; I heard 
never fince that time any word out of Norfolk ; ye might at 
' Bartholomew Fair have had Meffengers enough to London, 
and if ye had fent to Wykes, he ihould have conveyed it to me* 
I heard yefterday, that a Worfted man of Norfolk, that fold 
* Worfteds at Winchefter> faid, that my Lord of Norfolk and 
my Lady were on Pilgrimage at 3 Our Lady on foot, and fb 
they went to Caifter ; and that at Norwich one (hould have had 
large language to you, and called you 4 Traitor, and picked 
many quarrels to you ; fend me word thereof; it were well 
done, that ye were a little furer of your pardon than ye be, 
avife you, I deem ye will hereafter ^\{t repent you. 

hints to his brother is good, and his anxious concern for the fafety of his young bre- 
thren, gives us a favourable opinion of his kind difpofition towards them. 

* Bartholomew Fair, in Smithficld. 

* Worded, in Norfolk, a town formerly famous for the ipinning of the fine thread, 
with which the yarn called Worked is made. 

3 Of Walfingham. 

* This refers to the part he had taken previous to, and at, the reHoration of Henry VI. 

Vol. II. L I under- 
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I undreftonde y^ Baftarde * Faucobryge is owther hedyd or 
lyke to be and hys brother bothe ; Some men feye he wolde 
have defervyd it and fom fey naye. 

I p'pofe to be att London the ffyrft daye ofF the terme fend 
me worde, whethyr ye fchall be ther or nott. 

It'm I wolde wete whether ye have fpoken wyth my Lady off 
NorfT or not and off hyr difpoficon and the howfoldys to me 
and to yow wardes and whether it be a poffiblc to have Cad' 
ageyn and ther goodewylles or not ; and alfo I praye yow 
undreftande what ffelafchyp and guydyng is in Caft' and have 
a fpye refortyng in and owt, fo maye ye know the fecrctys 
among them, Ther is moche adoo in the Northe as men feyn 
I pray yow be ware off yowr guydyng and in cheff off yowr 
langage, and fo y^ ffro henfe fforthe by yowr langage noo 
man p*ceyve y* ye ffavor any p'fon cotrary to y* Kynges pie- 
fur. I undreftonde y^ y* Lord ^ Ryu's hathe lycence off y* 
Kynge to goo to Forty ngalc now w^in thys vij nyght, I pray 
yow recomande me to my modre and befeche hyr off hyr 
blyflyng on my be halve. (Here follow fome Jire^ions" (Aout 
pigments of money.) It'm I praye yow fcnde me worde iff 
any off owr ffrendys or wellwyilers be dede, ffor I feer y^ ther 
is grete dethe in Norwyche and in other Borowgh townefe in 

Norff', 

5 Thomas Neville, the natural Son of William, Lord Fauconberg, called the Baftard 
Fauconberg, having adhered to Henry VI. was, on his taking the Government, appointed 
Vice Admiral of the Channel, which place, on the change of affairs, he lofl ; and being 
a man of loofe Character, firft turned Pirate, and then landing, collected a large army, 
with which he attempted to furprife London ; where being repulfed, he retired, and on the 
4 King's 
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I underftand that Baftard ' Fauconbridge is either headed^ or 
like to be, and his Brother both ; fomc men fay he would have 
deferved it, and fome fay nay. 

I purpofe to be at London the firft day of the term, fend 
me word whether ye (hall be there or not. 

Item, I would weet whether ye have fpoken with my Lady 
of Norfolk, or not, and of her difpofition and the houfehold's to 
me and to you wards, and whether it be a poffible (thir^) to 
have Caiftcr again and their good Wills, or not. 

And alfo I pray you underftand what Fellowfliip and Guiding 
is in Caifter ; and have a Spy reforting in and out, fo may ye 
know the fecrets amongft them. 

There is much ado in the North, as men fay ; I pray you 
beware of your Guiding, and in chief of your language, fo 
that from henceforth, by your language no man perceive, that 
ye favour any perfon contrary to the King's pleafure. 

I underftand that the Lord • Rivers hath Licence of the 
King to go to Portugal now within this feven-night. 

I pray you recojnmend me to nqiy Mother, and befeech her of 
her bleffing on my behalf. (Here follow fome dire£lions about 
payments of money.) 

Item, I pray you fend me word, if any of our Friends or 
Wellwillers be dead, for I fear that there is great death in 
Norwich, and in other Borough Towns in Norfolk ; for I en- 
King's advancing towarcU him fiibmittcd; when he wai not only pardoned, but knighted, 
and again appointed V^ce Admiral. This happened in May 147 1, but was of fhort 
continuance, for between the 13th and 29th of September following, he was beheaded, 
though whether for any frefh crime or not is uncertain. 

* On a Pilgrimage. 

L 2 fure 
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Norff % ffor I enfur you it is" the moft unyuYall dethe y^ euyr 
I wyft in Ingelonde ffor by my trowthe I kan not her by Pyl- 
grymes y^ paffe y* contre nor noon other mail y^ rydethe or 
gothe any contre y' any borow town in Ingelonde is ffree ffrom 
y^ ^ Sykeneffe God fcafe it whan it pleafyt hym. Wherffor 
flfor Goddyfake late my Moodre take heede to my yonge bry- 
theren that they be not in noon place wher that fykeneffe is 
regnyng, nor that they dy{port not w^ noon other yonge peple 
whyche refortythe wher any fykeneffe is, and iff y' be any off 
that fykeneffe ded or enffe^t in Norwyche ffor Goddes fake 
lete hyr fende them to fom ffrende off hyrfe in to the contre 
and do ye y* fame by myn advyce, late my Moodre rather 
remeve hyr howfefolde in to y* contre. 

Even now Thyrfton browt me word ffro London y^ it was 
Doftor Aleyn y* cawfyd yowr troble y« ye had at Norwych, and 
y* John Pampyng roode ffor a dyfcharge ffor yow and y^ he hathe 
ipcd well but hoghe y* wot I nott, iff ye be cleer owt off Do^or 
Aleyn danger kepe yow ther and her afftr ye maye fchoffe as 
well at hys carte I praye yow fende me word^ off all the fforme 
off hys delyng w^ yow. 

I had almoft fpoke w^ Meftreffe An' Hault, but I dyd not 
nevyrtheleffe thys next terme I hope to take on weye w^ hyr 
or other fche is agreyd to fpeke w^ me and fche hopythe to doo 
me eafe as fche faythe. 

7 I do not find this year marked by our Hiftorians, as a year of Sicknefs. 

I p'yc 
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fure [ajfure] you, it is the moft univerfal Death that ever I wift 
in England ; for by my truth, I cannot hear by Pilgrims that 
pafs the country, nor none other man that rideth or goeth 
any country, that any Borough Town in England is free from 
that ^ Sicknefs ; God ceafe it, when it pleafe him. 

Wherefore for God's fake, let my Mother take heed to my 
young Brethren, that they be not in none place where that 
Sicknefs is reignuig, nor that they difport not with none other 
young people, which reforteth where any ficknefs is ; and if 
there be any of that ficknefs dead or enfedt [infeHed] in Nor- 
wich, for God's fake, let her fend them to fome friend of hers 
into the country, and do ye the fame by mine advice ; let my 
Mother rather remove her houfehold into the country. 

Even now Thyrfton brought me word from London, that it 
was Dodlor Allen that caufed your trouble that ye had at 
Norwich ; and that John Pampyng rode for a difchargc for you, 
and that he hath fped well, but how, that wot I not ; if ye be 
clear out of Dodlor Allen's danger, keep you there, and here- 
after ye may fcofF as well at his carte [q. co/i?]; I pray you fend me 
word of all the form of liis dealing with you. 

I had almoft fpoken with Mrs. Anne Hault, but I did not, 

neverthelefs this next term I hope to take one way with her or 

other ; fhe is agreed to fpeak with me, and Ihe hopeth to do 

me eafe, as (he faith. 

I pray 
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^0 hys well belovyd John Pajlon efqer at Norwyche or to Mef- 
trejfe Margret hys Modre. 

IComande me to yow letyng yow weet that, &c. (Here follows 
an account that the Duchefs of ' Suffolk and Duke of Nor^ 
folk intend again commencing appeals againjl Sir John Pqfton 
and his brother^ &c. concerning Caifier^ &c.) I wolde ffayne 
have the mefur wher my ffadrc lythe at * Bromholm bothe the 
thykneffe and cSpafe ofF the peler at hys hed and ffrom that 
the fpace to y^ Alter and the thykneffe off that Alter and 
Imagery off tymbre werk and what hyght the arche is to the 
gronde off y' Ilde and how hye the grounde off the Qwyr is 
hyer than the grownde off y* Ilde, 

It^m I praye yowe late the mefur by pekthred be taken or 
elt mefured by yerde, how moche is ffrom the northe gate 
ther the brygge was at ^ Grefsh'm to y* fowthewall, and in 
lyke fforme ffrom the Efte fyde to y^ weft, alfb the hyght off 
the eftewall and the hyght off y'' fowtheft towr ffrom y« grownde 
iff ye maye eafely. Alfo what bredde eu'y towr is w4n y* 
wall and whych towr is moor then other w4n. 

* We may from this Letter pick out fome curious particulars relative to the Church of 
Bromhohn Abbey, in Norfolk, and likewife form fome plan of the embattled Manfion of 
the Paftons at Grefliam, in Norfolk, Buildings which are now both in ruins. 
* Elizabeth, Sifter of Edward IV. 

Alffo 
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LETTER XLHI. 

7t? his well beloved John Pqftan^ Efquire^ at Norwich^ or to 
Mrs. Margaret^ his Mother. 

I Commend me to you, letting you weet that/&c. (Here follows 
an account J that the Duchefs of ' Suffolk and Duke of Nor- 
folk intend again commencing Appeals againjl Sir John P aft on 
and his Brother^ &c. concerning Caifter, &c.) I would fain 
have the meafure where my Father lieth at * Bromholm ; both 
the thicknefs, and compafs of the Pillar at his head, and from 
that, the fpafc to the Altar, and the thicknefs of that Altar, and 
Imagery of timber work ; and what height the Arch is to the 
ground of the I fle, ^nd how high the ground of the Choir is 
higher than the ground of the Ifle. 

Item, I pray you let the meafure by packthread be taken, or 
clfe meafured by yard, how much is from the North Gate, 
where the Brigg was, at ^ Grefham to the South Wall, and in 
like form from the Eaft Side to the Weft ; alfo the height of the 
Eaft Wall, and the height of the South-eaft Tower from the 
ground, if ye may eafily. Alfo what breadth every Tower is 
within the Wall, and which Tower is more than other within. 

* John Pafton was moft fun^tuoufly buried ki the Abbey Church of Bromholm, in 
1466 ; thefe meafures, I fuppofe, were required in order to adopt a Flan for his mo- 
nument. 

3 This manfion, built by the Stutevilles, was, by licence from Edward U. embattled 
by the Bacons ; Sir William Pafton, the Judge, purchafcd this eftate. 

Vol. II. M Alfo 
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Alflb how manyc ffote or what brede eche towr takythe w^in 
iche corner oflF y* qMrate ♦ ovyrthwert the dorys and how many 
taylors yards is from y* moote fyde wher the brygg was to y* 
hyghe weyc tfr to y® heddge all a longe the 6ntre and what 
brede the entre is be twyen y* dykjs. I praye yow iff ye have 
a leyfer iu any wyfe fe thys doone yowrfelffe, iff ye maye or ellys 
iff Pampyng do it or who y' ye thynke can doo it I wolle 
fpehde xx^ or as ye feme to have the Ttayn off eu'y thyrig 
her in. And as for my fiaders tombe I charge yow fe it yowr 
fblffe» and when I fpeke w* yow I woU tell yew the cawfes why 
y* I dcfyr thys to be doon. 

As ffor tydyngs the Kyng and y* Qwyen and moche other 
pepell ar ryden and goon to Canterbery nevyr fo^moche peple 
feyn in * Pylgrymage hertofor at ones as men feye. 

Alffo it is feyde y' y erle of • Penbroke is taken on to 
Brettayn and men faye y^ the Kynge fchall have dclyu*c off 
hym haftely, and fom feye y^ the Kynge off France well fe 
hym faffc and fchall fctt hym at lyb*te ageyn. 

It*m Thorn's Fauconbrydge hys hed was yeftMaye fett uppon 
London brydge lokyng into Kent warde and men feye y* hys 
brother was for hurte and fcope to Seyntwarye to Beu*le, 

S'. Thorn's Fulfforthe efcaped owt of Weftm' w^ an C ^ fperys 
as men feye and is in to Devenlhyr and ther he hathe ftrekyn 

♦ The Drawing, here ghrcn in the Original Letter, is intended, by Sir John nifton, 
for a Plan of the Qnadrangle at Greiham, and if we ilippofe that tlie proje^on in the 
fide reprefents the Bridge, then that muft be the North fide, and fo we have a complete 
Ichnography of the whole. See PI. xi. N** 17. 

» Perhaps on account of Ac Sidcncfi mentioned in the laft letter. 

off 
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Alfo how many foot, or what breadth each Tower taketh 
within each comer of the Quadrate ♦ overthwart the Doors, 
and how many Taylor's Yards is from the Mote fide, where 
the Brigg was, to the highway, or to the hedge all along the 
Entry, and what breadth the Entry is between the Dikes. 

I pray you, if ye have a leifure in any wife, fee this done 
yourfelf if ye may, or clfe if Pampyng do it, or who that ye 
think can do it; I would fpend 20J. or as y^ feem [^more, 
if you think propdFl^ ^^ have the certain of every thing herein. 

And as for my Father's Tomb, I charge you fee it yourfelf, 
and when I Ipeak with you, I will tell you the caufes, why 
that I defire this to be done. 

As for tidings, the King, and the Queen, and much other 
People, are ridden and gone to Canterbury, never fb much peo* 
pie feen in * Pilgrimage heretofore at once, as men fay. 

Alfo it is faid, that the Earl of * Pembroke is taken unto 
Bretague ; and men fay, that the King (hall have delivery of 
him haftily ; and fome fay, that the King of France will fee him 
fafe, and Ihall fet him at liberty again. 

Item, Thomas Fauconbridge his head was yefterday fet upon 
London Bridge, looking into Kent ward ; and men fay, that his 
Brother was fore hurt, and efcaped to Sanftuary to Beverley. 

Sir Thomas Fulforth efcaped out of Weftminfter with 100 
^ Spears, as men fay, and is into Devonfliire, and there he hath 

• Jafper Tudor de Hatfield, Earl of Pembroke, half brother to Hemy VI. He went 
ioto Bretany, to his Nephew, Henry, Earl of Rkhmond, whom he attended at Bofwortli 
Field, and was by him created Duke of Bedford ; he died in 1495. 

^ Spearmen ;— men armed with Spears* 

M 2 ftricken 
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off S' John Crokkers hed and kylt an other knyght ofF.thc 
Corteneys as men feye. I wolde ye hadd yowr verry p'don 
at onys wherfor I praye yow fFayle not to be at London w4a 
iiij daye afftr Seynt ' Feythe ye fchall do goode in many thynges 
and I praye yow fende me worde heroff by the next maflenger 
and if it come to Meftrefle Elyfabeth Hyggens at y* blak Swan 
fch^ fchall conveye it to me ffor I woll not ffayle to be ther at 
London ageyn w4n thys vj dayes. 

Meftrefle Elyfab^*" hathe a fon and was delyulf^d w4n ij dayes 
afftr Seynt * Bertelmew and hyr Dowtr A. H. was y* next 
daye afftr delyu'yd off an other Sone as fche feythe xj weks 
er hyr tyme it was cryftened "^ John and is ded God fave all, Na 
mor tyll I fpeke w' yow. 

Wretyn at London on MychcUmeffe Evyn. 

a* |e* a; 

It'm I praye yow late forbe wytty Felaw or ellys yowrfelff 
goo ta y^ townes ther as thes ij women dwelle and inq're 
whether they be maryed fyns and ageyn or not, ffor I holde 
the Hoorys weddyd and iff they be than the appelys wer abba^ 
tyd ther by I remebr not ther names ye knowe them better 
then I. Aiffo in y<^ Schrefivys bookys ther maye ye ffyndc 
off them. 

jt by 8 j. 

» 5th of 06tober. 
• 24th of Auguft. 
^^ The conclufion of this Letter feems to refer to fomc private Amour? of Sir John, 
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ftricken ofF Sir John Crokkcr's head, and killed another Knight 
of the Courtenays, as men fay : I would ye had your very 
[abfolute] Pardon at once ; wherefore I pray you fail not to be at 
London within four days after Saint * Faith's ; ye (hall do good 
in many things, and I pray you fend me word hereof by the 
next meffenger; and, if it come to Mrs. Elizabeth Higgens, at 
the Black Swan, (he (hall convey it to me, for I will not fail to 
be there at London again within this fix days. 

Mrs. Elizabeth hath a Son, and was delivered within two 
days after Saint • Bartholomew ; and her Daughter A. H. was, 
the next day after, delivered of another Son, as (he faith, eleven 
weeks ere her time; it was chriftened '* John, and is dead, 
God fave all ; no more till I fpeak with you. 

Written at London on Michaelmas Even. 

-. 

JOHN PASTON, Knight. 

Item, I pray you let fome witty Fellow, or elfe yourfelf, go 
to the towns there as [where] thefe two women dwell, and 
inquire whether they be married fmce and again or not, for 
I hold the^Hoorys \JVhores\ wedded ; and if they be, then the 
appeals were abated thereby. I remember not their names, ye 
know them better than I. Alfo in the SherifPs Books there 
may ye find of them. 

London, 

Saturday, 28th of September, 
1471, II E, IV, 

(PI, IV, N^ 10.) and if A. H. (land for Anne Hault, fhe appears to be a Miflreis of his • 
but this is not certain, yet it is probable, by the next Letter but one, that flie was hi's 
Miftrefs, as he there fays, ** he will tempt God no more fo.** 

LET- 
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To my moft honorabl and "Tendre Modre Mar grete Pa/ion be 

thys Leti d'd. 

lyyf O S T worfchypfull and kynde Moodrc I comande me 
^ to yow and befeche yow ofF yowr dayly blyffyng and 

remembraunce. Pleafe it yow to wete thatt I have my ' pardon 
as y* berer herofF can informe yow for coffort wheroffc I have 
been the marier thys Cryftmeffe, and have been parte theroff 
w^ S'. Geroge • Prowen and w* my Lady myn Aunte hys 
wyfFe, and be fFor 3 twelthe I come to my Lorde * Arche- 
byfshope wher I have hadde as greete cheer and ben as wel- 
kom as I cowde devyfe and ifF I hadde ben in fewerte y^ 
Caftr weer hadde ageyn I wolde have comen homewards thys 
daye. 

(Here follow direaions about Cai/ier, and a hope that it might 
be had again by the latter end of the teHh^ when be would come 
homey and put his lands and houjes into order.) And I befeche 
yow to remembr my brother to doo hys deveyr thatt I naaye 
have agayn my ^ ftufFe, my bookes and Vcftmets and my 
beddyng how fo evyr he doo thoghe I fcholde gyfFe xx^*' Scutes 

* For joining the Friends of Henry VI. in order to his reftoration. 

* Sir George Browne* Knight, of Beechworth Caftlei in Suny. 
' Twelfth day, 6th of January. 

I by 
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7(7 tny moji honourable and "Tender Mother Margaret Pa/ion^ 
be this Letter delivered. 

MOST Worfhipful and kind Mother, I commend me to 
you, and befeech you of your daily bleffing and re- 
membrance. Pleafe it you to wcet, that I have my " Pardon, 
as the Bearer hereof can inform you, for comfort whereof 
I have been the merrier this Chriflmas ; and have been part 
thereof with Sir George * Browne, and with my Lady mine 
Aunt his wife; and before 3 Twelfth I came to my Lord 
♦ Archbilhop, where I have had as great Cheer, and been as 
welcome as I could devife ; and if I had been in furety that 
Caifter were had again, I would have come home this day. 

(Here follow dire^ions about Caifter^ and a hope that it might 
be had again by the latter end of the term^ when he would come 
home, and put his lands and houfes into order.) And I befeech 
you to remember my Brother to do his devyr [endeavour^ that I 
may have again my 5 ftufF, my books, and veftments, and my 
Bedding howfoever he do, though I fliould give 20*' Scutas 

♦ George Neville, Archl^op of York. 

' Thefe were what had bccD taken at Caifter, I fuppofc, 

bv 
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by hys advyfe to my Lady Brandon or fom* other goodc 
felawc. 

As for any tydynges ther be noon heer, fafFe y^ the Kyng 
hath kept a ryall Cryftmeffe and now they feye y^ haftelye he 
woU northe and fome feye y^ he woU into Walys and fome feye 
y* he woll into the Weft Contre, As fFor Qween ^ Margrett 
I underfton* y* fche is remevyd from Wyndefor to Walyngfforthe 
nyghe to Ewhelme my Lady of Suff' place in Oxenforthc 
fchyre. 

And men feye y^ the Lorde Ryu*fe fchyppyd on Cryftmefle 
cvyn in to Portyngale warde I am not ferteyn. 

Alfo the fchalle be a convocacon off the Clergye in all hafte 
whyche men deeme will avaylc the Kynge a Dyme and an 
halffe fome feye. I befeche God fehde yow goode heele and 
greater joye in on year then ye have hadde thys vij. Wretyn 
att the Moor the viij daye oflf Janeu* A^ £• iiij xj. 

By yowr Soone, 

. ' 3o8tt iSflffoti, a. 

II by lof. 

• Margaret, Queen of Henry VI. wa« taken after the Battle of Tewkeibury, and con- 
tinued a Prifoner till 1475, when flic was ranfomcd by her Father, for 50,000 crowns, 
which he borrowed of Lewis XI. King of France. 
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by his advice to my Lady Brandon, or fome other good 
Fellow. 

As for any tidings there be none here, fave thgt the King 
hath kept a royal Chriftmas ; and now they fay, that haftily he 
will North, and fbme lay, that he will into Wales, and fome 
fay, that he will into the Weft Country. As for Queen 
• Margaret^ I unjderiland that ihe is removed from Windfor to 
Wallingford, nigh to Ewelm, my Lady of Suffolk's Place in 
Oxfordfhire. 

Ad4 men 6y# that the Lord Rivers fhippcd on Chriftmas 
Even into [unto] Portugal ward ; I am not certain. 

Alfo there fliaU be a Convocation of the Clei^ in s(U haftc, 
which men deem, will avail the King, a Dyme [7'entb'\ and 
an half, fome fay. I befeech God fend you good health and. 
greater joy in one year than ye have had ihefe feven. Written 
at the Moor the 8th day of January, in the i ith of Edward IV. 

By your Son, 

: ' JOHN PASTON, Knight. 

Tiiefclay, 

8th of Jaauary, 1471, 
II E.IV. 

^ Autograph. PI. iv. N° 9. 
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A Johan Pajlon Efquier foit doni. 

BROTHER I comande mc to yow and praye yow to 
loke uppe my ' teple off Glaffe and iend it mc by the 
berer herof . 

It'm as for t7dyngs I have fpoken w' Meftrefle Anne Hault 
at a praty leyfer and blyflyd be God we be as ffcr fforthe 
as we weer toffoor and fo I hoope we fchall contenew and I 
promyfed hyr that at the next leyfer that I kowd fiynde therto 
y^ I wolde. come ageyn and fee hyr whyche wyll take a leyfer 
as deeme now fyn thys obfervance is over doon. I p*pofe 
nott to tempte God noo moor foo. 

Yift*day the Kynge the Qween my Lordes of Claraunce 
and Glowceft' wente to Scheen to pardon men fey nott alle in 
cheryte what wyll falle men can nott feye. 

The Kynge entretyth my Lorde off Clarance ffor my Lorde 

of 

. We have iq this Letter a Clue to condu<^ us towards a difcovery of the reafon for the 
Duke of Gloucefber's diflikc to his Brother the Duke of Clarencei and if this Account 
be true, it had a reafonable foundation. 

The Duke of Gloucefter was defirous of marrying Anne (now the widow of Prince 
Edward, fo cruelly murdered at Tewkelbury), Daughter and Coheir of the great Earl of 
Warwick, and Sifter to Ifabel, Duchefs of Clarence. 

This Alliance we here find was oppofed by the Duke of Clarence ; not from any point 

of delicacy, refpe^ling the murder of this Lady's late Hulband (for, according to our 

I Hiftoriaos, 
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LETTER XLV. 

7*0 John Pa/lonj Efquire^ be ibis Letter delivered. 

BROTHER, I commend me to you, and pray you to 
look up my ' Temple of Glafs, and fend it me by the 

Bearer hereof. 

Item, as for tidings, I have fpoken with Mrs, Anne Hault, 
at a pretty leifure, and blefTed be God, we be as far forth 
as we were tofore, and fo I hope we (hall continue ; and I 
promifed her, that at the next leifure, that I could find thereto, 
that I would cohie again and fee her ; which will take a leifure 
as (/) deem now, fince this obfervance is over done ; I purpofe 
not to tempt God no more fo. 

Yefterday the King, the Queen, my Lords of Clarence, and 
Gloucefter, went to Shene to pardon; men fay, not all in 
charity ; what will fall, men cannot fay. 

The King entreateth my Lord of Clarence for my Lord of 

Hiftorians, he was equally concerned in that horrid ad with his Brother), but becau& 
he did not relHh the thought of parting with her ihare of the PoiTeffions now vefled in 
hina, by his wife Ifabel, the eldcft Daughter and Coheir of Richard Neville, Earl of 
Warwick ; his apparent defign being to deprive the younger Daughter of her Moiety of 
her paternal Inheritance, and retain it all himfelf. 

This was the part not only of a covetous, but of an unjuft man, and very probably 
produced that fpirit of revenge, which afterwards ended in his deftmaion. / 

' A Poem, written by Stephen Hawes, who flourifhed in the 15th Century. 

N z Gloucefter; 
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of Glowceft* and as itt is feyde he anfwcrythe that he may 
weell have my Ladye hys Suft* in lawe butt they fchall parte 
no lyvelod as he fej^he fo what wyli falle caii I nott feye. 

Thys daye I p'pofe to fee my Lady off * Norff' ageyn in 
goode howr be it. 

Ther is proferyd me Marchants fFor Sporle woode God fende 
me goode Sale whan I be gynrie y^ poor woode is fooF manafhed 
and thrett. 

Yitt woote I nott whether I come home befFoor Efl^ne or nott. 
I fchall fende yow worde no moor, &c. . . ♦ 

Wretyn the ffyrft tewefdaye oflT Lenton. 

'» Elizabeth, Duchcfs of Norfolk, was the Daughter of. John T^Jbot,. the firft Bail of 
Sbrewibuiy. . / 



% € X ic e IS mwi% 

^0 my ryght WorchepfuU brodyr S^. John Pa/ion inyght. 

uY-GHT -wonchepfuU S^ I recoirtand me t6 yow. (Hire 
fdl(yvos an Account of fame money tranfaSiionsy &c.) It*.^ 
Maftyr John Smy the telly th me y' S'; T. Lyneys Goody s at 
not abyll to paye a q'rter of hys dctt&y be axyd hym,- wherfor 

fyche 
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Glouceftbr' ;- and as' it is faidi heanfwerfith, that he niay well 
hJiVe my Lady his Sifter in law, but they (Kail pitt Ao Live- 
lihood, as he faith, fo what Will fall can I ribt fay. 

This day I purpofe to fee my Lady of * Norfolk agam, in 
good hour be it ! 

There is proffered me Merchants for Sgorle wocid, God fend 
me good Sale, when I begin ; that poor Wood is forely managed 
and treated. 

Yet wot I not whether I come home before Eafter or not^ 
I fliall fend you w'ord ; no more, &c. 

Written the firft Tuefday of Lent. ' 

} JOHN PASTON, Knight. 

Tuefday, 
17th of February, 147 x, 
iiE,IV. 

3 Autograph. PI. iv. N® 9. 



LETTER XLVL 

To my right worjhipful Brother ^ Sir John Pajlon^ Knight. 

T^ I G H T worfhipfui Sir, I recommend me to you. {Here 
-*-^ follows an Account of fome money tranfadlions^ &c.) Item, 
Matter John Smythc tclieth me, that Sir T. Lyney's Goods 
are not able to pay a quarter of his debts that be alked him, 
4 wherefore 
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iyche money as is be left it moft be ^ dcvydyd to eu*y man 
a p'te aftyr the quantyte whyche dyvyfyon is not yet mad, but 
when it is mad he hathe promyfeyd me y^ yo' part (halbe worthc 
^ iij the beft, &c. 

It' as for I of Barneys hors whofo have leeft need to hym 
he (hall coft hym xx marks not a peny lefle. 

Ye fend me woord of y* maryage of my Lady Jane, 5 mary- 
age for an other on Norfe and Bedford were * axed in the 
chyrche on fonday laft paft. As for my Syft' Anne my modyr 
wyll not remeve fro W. Yellu'ton for Bedyngfeld for (he 
hathe comend ferther in y* mater fyn ye wer in y** contrc 
as it apery th in hyr lettyr y^ fhe fendyth yow by Thyrfton. 

Tydyngs her my Lady of NorfP is w« chyld fhe wenyth 
hyrfylf and fo do all y* women abowght hyr infomyche (he 
waytys the qwyknyg w^ in thes vj wekys at the fertheft, 
Alfo W. Geraay wenyth that Heydon is fwyr of Saxthorp 
and that Lady Boleyn of Gwton. John Ofberne avyfythe yow 
to cake brethe for yo' Wodfale at Sporle for he hathe caft it 
that it is woorthe as good as ix*'li bewar of Montayn for he 
may not pay yow fo moche mony w' hys eafe. 

I prey yow recomand me to S'. John Parre w' all my fervys 
and tell hym by my trouthe I longyd never forer to fee my 
Lady than I do to fe hys Maft'(hepe And I prey God that 
he aryfc never a mornyg fro my Lady hys wyfF w' owght 

> The proportioning of the Money lef^ amongft the Creditors, to pay the debts feems 
to be fiiir, but how Sir John's part fhould be juftly worth three the beft I do not un^ 
derftand. 

it 
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wherefore iuch money as is beleft, it muft be ' divided to every 
man a part after the quantity, which divifion is not yet made, 
but when it is made he hath promifed me, that your part (hall 
be worth * three the heft, &c. 

Item, as for I. of Barney's Horfe, whofo hath leaft need to 
him, he fliall coft him 20 marks (13I. 6s. 8d.) not a penny lefs. 

Ye fent me word of the marriage of my Lady Jane ; one 
marriage for another one, Norfe and Bedford were * afked 
in the church on Sunday laft paft. 

As for my Sifter Anne, my Mother will not remove from W. 
Yelverton for Bedyngfeld, for (he hath communed farther in 
that matter, fince ye were in this country, as it appeareth in 
her Letter, that (he fendeth you by Thyrfton. 

Tidings here, my Lady of Norfolk is with child (he weneth 
[/binkeib'] her(elf, and fo do all the women about her, infomuch 
(he waits the quickening within thefe fix weeks at the fartheft. 
Alio W. Gernay weneth that Hey don is fure of Saxthorp, and 
that Lady Boleyn, of Guyton. 

John 0(bern advifeth you to take breath for the Wood fale 
at Sporle, for he hath caft it, that it is worth as good as nine 
fcore pounds. Beware of Montayn, for he may not pay you 
fo much money with his eafe. 

I pray you recommend me to Sir John Parre with all my 
fervice, and tell him by my truth, I longed never forer to fee 
my Lady than I do to fee his Mafter(hip ; and I pray God 
that he arife never a morning from my Lady his wife, without 

* Banns of marriage wc here find were publilhed at ihis time in the Church. 

It 
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it be a^eyn hyr wyll tyll fyche tyme as he jbryng hyr t;o 
Ou' Lady of Walfygh'm. 

Alfo I prey yow to recomand me in my moft humbyjl wyfe 
onto y' good Lordftiepe of y*" moft corteys gentyleft wyfeft 
kyndeft moft compenabyll freeft largeeft moft bovntefous |aiyght 
my Lord the Erie of 3 Arran whych hathe maryed the Kyngs 
Suftyr of Scotland. Herto he is on' the lyghteft delynerft 
beft fpqkyn fayreft Archer devowghteft moft p'fyghte and treweft 
to hys Lady of all the Knyghtys that ever I wfts aqweyntyd 
w' fo wold God my Lady lyekyd me as well as I do hys perfon 
and moft knyghtly condycyons w^ whom I prey yow to be 
aqweyntyd as yow femyth beft he is lodgyd at y* George in 
Lombard ftreet, he hath a book of my Syft^ Annys of y* 
Sege of Thebes when he hathe doon with it he p'myfyd to 
delyver it yow I prey letc Portland bryng y' book horn w* hym. 
Portland is loggyd at y* George in Lombard ftr^et alfo. 

And thys I promyfe yow ye fchall not be fo longe ayen w^ 
ought a byll fro me as ye have ben thow I fhold wryght how 
ofte the wynd changyth for I fe be yo*^ wryghtyng ye can be 

crofle it 

••4- ••*- "h 

wrothe and ye wyll 4 for lytyll. Wretyn the v day of June. 

.-h •*!- -h 

II } by 8 I- 

Paper Mark, 

Bull's Head and Star, 

PI. X. NO I. 

3 Thomas Boyd, Earl of Arran, in 1466, married Mary, Daughter of James II. and 
Sifter of James the III. Kings of Scotland. He was appointed Regent, but becoming 
unpopular was banifhed, and died in exile before 1474, 
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it be againft her will, till fuch time as he bring her to Our 
Lady of Walfingham. 

Alfo I pray you to recommend me in my moft humble wife 
unto the good Lordfliip of the moft courteous, gentleft, wifeft, 
kindeft, moft companionable, freeft, largeft, and moft boun- 
teous Knight, my Lord the Earl of 3 Arran, which hath marri- 
ed the King's Sifter of ScQtland. Hereto he is one the lighteft^ 
delyverft [fumblejf[^ beft fpoken, faireft archer ; devouteft, 
moft perfedt, and trueft to his Lady of all the Knights that ever 
I was acquainted with ; fo would God, my Lady liked me as 
well as I do his perfbn and moft knightly conditions, with 
whom I pray you to be acquainted, as (to) you feemeth beft ; he is 
lodged at the George in Lombard-ftreet. He hath a book of my 
Sifter Anne*s of the Siege of Thebes, when he hath done with 
it, he promifed to deliver it you. I pray you let Portland 
bring the book home with him. Portland is lodged at the 
George in Lombard-ftreet alfo* 

And this I promife you, ye fhall not be fo long again without 
a bill from me, as ye have been, though I (hould write Low 
oft the wind changeth, for I fee by your writing ye can be 

crofs it 
•-h •-«- •-»- 

wrath and ye will * for little. 

•-»- •-»- '-H 

Written the 5th day of June. 



5th of June, 1472, \2 E. IV. 
(Or perhaps it may be cth 
of June, 1470, 10 E. rV. 
fee Letter XXXIV.) 



^ JOHN PASTON. 



* Thcfe two words arc croflcd as here reprcfentcd, and overtlicm it writteny ^^croflc it.'*: 
»- Autograph. PI. iv.N<^ 12. 

Vol.il O let. 
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7*0 my rygbt trujly ffrend Jolm Carenton Baylye of MaldotL 

T^ Y G H T trufty frend I comaiid me to yow preyTg yow 
-■^^ to call to yo^ mynd that lyek as ye and I comonyd of it 
were neceflary for my Lady and you all hyr Serunts and tennts 
to have thys p'lement as for 5n of the Burgeys of the towne of 
Maldoa fyche a man of worthep and of wytf as wcr towardys 
my feyd Lady and alfo fyche on as Ts in favor of the Kyng 
and of the Lords of hys confayll nyghe abought hys pTone.. 
Sertyfyig yow that my feid Lady for hyr parte and fyche as 
be of hyr confayll be moft agreeabyll that bothe ye and alt 
fyche as be hyr fermors and tenntys and wellwylters fliold 
geve your voyf© to a worchepfuU knyght and on' of my La- 
dys confayll S'. John Pafton whyche ftandys gretly in favore 
w* my Lord Chamberlcyn and what my feyd Lord Chambcr- 
leyn may do w* the Kyng and w* all the Lordys of Inglond 

I trowe 

This Letter exhibits to us almoft a Pii^urc. of modem manner,, in the ,'terms an^ 
addrefs uied in recfMnmending a Member of Parliament to the Corporation of Maldon. 
The Agent of the great Lady writes to the Bailiff of the Borough, and to the Tenants^ 
&c. to ufe their influence with the Electors in favour of Sir John Pafton, a Friend of the 
Lady's, in the good graces of the Kiiig> and in the intei^ft of the Council, and the 
Lord Chamberlain. 

It appears too, that a Seat in Parliament was then an object of purfuit, and not a. 
burden laid upon the Reprefentative, as we are informed by fame of our Hiftorians ; 

and 
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LETTER XLVn. 

To my right trufly Friend John Carmton^ Bailiff of Maldon. 

RIGHT Trufly Friend, I commend mc to you, praying 
you to call to your mind, that like as ye and I com- 
muned of, it were neceflary for my Lady and you all, her 
Servants, and Tenants, to have this Parliament as for one of the 
Burgeffes of the Town of Maldon, fuch a man of worfhip and 
of wit as were towards my faid Lady; and alfo fuch one as is 
in favour of the King, and of the Lords of his Council nigh 
about his perfon ; certifying you, that my faid Lady for her 
part, and fuch as be of her council be moft agreeable, that 
both ye, and all fuch as be her Farnaers, and Tenants, and Well- 
willers, ftiould give your voice to a worftiipful Knight, and one 
of my Lady's Council, Sir John Pafton % which (lands greatly 
in favour with my Lord Chamberlain ; and what my faid Lord 
Chamberlain may do with the King and with all the Lords of 

and we are apt to fuppofe that there is npw more intereft made and more bribery ufed in 
obtaining a feat in the Houfe of Commons than there was 300 years ago ; the dcfire of 
parhamentary Intereft, we here fee, was much the fame. — Engines were fet at work, the 
Patronage of the Great was held out, and promifes were made even as at this day ; and 
though the Friends of a Candidate would not now come from divers parts of the County 
to Norwich, {fee the next Letter) break their fafts, and return home again at the expence 
of the Candidate, for a bill amounting to nine Jhilllngs and one penny halfpenny ^ yet the 
motive is Hill the fame, tlie Manners, Cuftoms, and Expences of tlie times forming 
the only difference. 

O z England, 



^ 
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I trowe it be not unknowyn to you mofl of eny on man alyve. 
Whcrefor by the meenys of the feyd S'. John Pafton to my feyd 
Lord Chamberleyn bothe my Lady and ye of tht towne kowd 
not have a meeter man to be for yow in the perlement to have 
yo»^ needys iped at all feafous. Wherfbr I prey yow. labor all 
fyche as be my liadys feruntts teiints and wellwyllers to geve 
ther voyfeys to th^ feyd S^ Jqhn Pafltoij and that ye fayle not to 
fped my J^adys intent in ij:iys mater as ye entend to do hyr as 
gret a. plefur as if ye gave hyr an O*. And God have yow in 
bys kepig Wretyn at Fyfheleiy the xx day of Septebyr. 

I prey yow be redy w^. all the Acoptanttys belongyg to my 
Lady at the fertheft w4n viij dayes next aftyr Perdon Sonday 
for then I (hall be w^ yow w^ Gods Grace who have yow ia 
keepyg. 

II J by 7. 

Paper Mark, 
Buirs Head and Star, 

PKx. N° I. 

N. B. Under the Direaion, and 
in a timilar hand is written^ 
A°. E. iiiy•xij^ 

* James Arblaftcr, Ef^^uirc, a Gentleman of Fortune ia the County of NorfoBu 
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England, I trow it be not unknown to you moft of any one man 
alive. Wherefore, by the means of the faid Sir John Pafton to 
my faid Lord Chamberlain, both my Lady and ye of the town 
could not have a meeter [properer^ man to be for you in the 
Parliament, to have your needs fped [interejis forwarded] at all 
feafons. Wherefore I pray you labour all fuch as be my Lady*s 
Servants, Tenants, and Wellwillers, to give theft voices to tlie 
faid Sir John Pafton, and that ye fail not to fpeed my Lady's 
intent in this matter, as ye intend to do her as great a pleafure, 
as if ye gave her an loo/. And God have you in his keeping- 
Written at Fiftily, the 2oth day of September. 

\ JAMES ARBLASTER. 

I pray you be ready with all the Accounts belonging to my 
Lady, at the fartheft within eight days next after Pardon Sun- 
day, for then I (hall be with you with God's Grace, who have 
you in keeping. 

Fiflily, 
Sunday, 20th of September^ 
1472, 12 E. IV. 



LET- 
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To my ryght worchepfull Brodyr S^. John Pqfton hnyght. 

RYGHT worchepfull S'. I recoman^ me to yow letyng 
yow wet y^ yo*^ defyer as for the Knyghts of the * Shyer 
was an ipoflbyby 1 to be browght abowght ffor my Lord of *Norff 
and my Lord of ^ Suff wer agreid i mor then a fortnyght go to 
have S^ Rob Wyngfeld and S^ Rychard Harcort and that 
Icnew 1 not tyll it was fryday laft paft I had (eiit or I rod to 
Framlynh*m to wame as many of yo"^ frends to be at Norwychc 
as thys monday to ferve yo'' entent as 1 koud, but when I cam 
to Framlynh'm and knew .the apoy tmet that was taken for the ij 
Knyghts I fent warnyg ayen to as many I myght to tery at 
hom and yet ther cam to Norwyche thys day as many as ther 
cofts dreave to ixb. id. ob. payid and reknyd by Pekok and 
R. Capron and yet they dyd but brak ther feft and depertyd 
And I thankyd hem in yo'" name and told them that ye wold 
have noo voyfe as thys day for ye fuppofyd not jto be in Inglond 
when the perlemeht {hold be And fo they cam not at the 
fherhous for if they had it was thought by fyche as be y 
frends her that yo' adu'farys wold have reportyd y^ ye had mad 

* For the County of Norfolk. 

* Jfpha Mowhray. 

labor 
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LETTER XLVIIL 

3*0 my right worjhipful Brother Sir John Pajion, Knight. 

RIGHT worfhipful Sir, I recommend me tdyou, letting you 
weet, that your defire, as for the Knights of the ' Shire, 
was an impoffible (thing) to be brought about 5 for my Lord of 
• Norfolk and my Lord of J Suffolk, were agreed, more than a 
fortnight ago, to have Sir Robert Wyngfield, and Sir Richard 
Harcourt, and that knew I not till Friday laft paft. I had fent, 
ere I went to Framlingham, to warn as many of your friends, to 
be at Norwich, as this Monday, to ferve your intent, as I could; 
but when I came to Framlingham, and knew the appointment 
that was taken for the two Knights, I fent warning again to as 
many as I might, [^to tarry at home ; and yet there came to 
Norwich this day as many as their tofts drew to gs. id. i. 
paid and reckoned by Peacock and R. Capron ; and yet they 
did but break their fafts and departed ; and I thanked them in 
your name, and told them that ye would have no voice as this 
day, for ye fuppofed not to be in England when the Parliament 
(hould be ; and fo they came not at the Shire- houfe, for if they 
had, it was thought by fuch as be your friends here, that 
your Adverfaries \YOuld have reported^ that ye had made labour 

* John dc la Pole. 

ta 
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labor to have ben on' and y^ ye koud not bryiig yo'' p'pofc 
abovvght. 

I fent to Ycrmowthc and they have p'myfyd alfo to Dodlor 
Aleyn and John Ruffe to be mor then iij wekys goo. 

Jamys Arblaft' hathe wretyn a lett* to the bayle of Maldon in 
Effex to have yow a Bergeys ther howe Iwde (hall fped let hym 
tell yow when ye fpek to gedyr. 

Syr I have ben twyis at Framl>gh*m fythe yo*^ dep'tyng but 
now the laft tyme the * Con fay 11 was ther, I fye yow lettyr 
whyche was bettyr then well endyghtyd R C. was not at Fram- 
lygh'm when the Confayll was ther but I took myn owue avyft 
and delyu'erd it to the confayll w' a p'pocyfion ther w* as well as 
I kowd fpek it, and my wordys wer well takyn but yo^ lett t 
thoufand fold bettyr when they had red it they (hewyd it to my 
5 Lady aftyr that my Lady had fen it I fpok w« my Lady 
offryg to my Lord and her your feruyfe and befyd y^ ye to do 
my Lord a ^ plefur and hyr a bettyr fo as ye myght depert wf 
ought eny fome fpecyfyid. She wold not tell in tlxAt mater but 
remyttyd me ayen to the confayll for (he feyd and (he fpeke in it 
tyll my Lord and the confayll wer agreed they wold ley the 
wyght of all the mater on hyr whyche (hold be reportyd to hyr 
(hamc but thys (he promyfeid to be helpyng fo it wer fyrft 
mevyd by the confayll, thea I went to the confayll and offyrd 
befor them yo*^ fervyfe to my Lord and to do hym a plefure 

♦ We have here a curious defcription of the Council of a great man, and find it com- 
pofed of Gentlemen of family and fortune. Matters refpe6ting the property of their 
Lord come before them, they debate upon the fubje6>, and deliver their opinion ; but if 
that opinioQ differed from that of the great mari^ we £ad he took the liberty of adopting 
hit own. 

for 
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tohavebeea one, and that ye could not bring your purpofe 
about. 

I fent to Yarmouth, and they have promifed alfo to Doftor 
Aleyn and John Ruffe to be {Burgeffis) more than three weeks ago. 

James Arblafter hath written a Letter to the Bailiff of Mal- 
don, in Effex, to have you a Burgefs there ; how Jude fhall 
fpeed, let him teU you, when ye fpeak together. 

Sir, 1 have been twice at Framlingham, fince your departing, 
but now the laft time the * Council was there ; I faw your 
Letter which was better than well endited. R. C. was not at 
Framlingham when the Council was there, but I took my own 
advice, and delivered it to the Council with a propofition there- 
with, as ^yell as I could fpeak it ; and my words were well 
taken, hui your Letter a thoufand fold better ; when they had 
read it, they (hewed it to my ^ Lady ; after that my Lady had 
feen it, I fpoke with my Lady, offering to my Lord and her 
your fervice, and befides that, ye to do my Lord a ^ plcafure 
aind her a better, fo as ye might depart without any fum fpeci- 
fied ; (he would not tell in that matter^ but remitted me again 
to the Council, for (he faid, and (he fpoke in it, till my Lord 
and the Council were agreed, they would lay the weight of all 
the matt^- on her, which (hould be reported to her Ihame ; ^ut 
this (he promifed to be helping, fo it were firft moved by the 
Council ; then I went to the Council, and offered before them 
your fervice to my Lord, and to do him a pleafure, for the 

5 Elizabeth, Duchcfs of Norfolk. 
• Make him a prcfcnt. 

Vol. 1L P having 
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for y« haveig ayen of yo^ place and londys in Caft* xl^ not 
fpekyg of yo^ ftufF nor thyng ellys, fo they anfwerd me yo*" 
oSyr was more then refonabyll and if the mater wer thers 
they feyd they wyft what confcycnce wold dryve hem to they 
feyd they wold meve my Lord w' it and fo they dyd, but then 
the tempeft aros and he gave hem fyche an anfwer that non of 
hem all wold tell it me^ but when I axid an anfwer of hem they 
feyd and fom Lordys or gretter men mevyd my Lord w^it the 

(kepe confaile) 

mater wer your and w^ thys anfwer I depertyd but S'. W. 
Brandon Sothewell TympUey Herry Wentworthe, W. Gornay 
and all other of confayll undyrftand that ye have wronge info- 
myche that they mevyd me that ye (hold take a recompence 
of other lond to the valew but they wold not avowe the 
offyr for I anferd hem that if y^^ had ryght they wold liave 
ofred no recompence dyfcovyr not thys but in my reafon and 
my Lord ^ Chamb'leyn wold fend my Lady a Lett* w^ fome 
p'uy tokyn betwyx theym and allfo to meve my Lord of NorfF*" 
when he comyth to the pUement ferteynly Caft* is yours^ 

If ye myffe to be Burgeys of Maldon and my Lord Chamb*- 
leyn wyll ye may be in a nother plafe ther be a dofeyn towuys 
in Inglond that cheffe no bergeys whyche ought to do and ye 
may be fet in for on* of thofe townys and ye be frendyd^ 
Alfo in no wyfe forget not in all haft to get fome goodly ryng 
pryfe of xx^ or fom praty flowyr of the fame pryfe and not undyr 
to geve to Jane Rodon for Ihe hathe ben the moft fpecyall 
laborer in yo' mater and hathe promyfyd hyr good wyll foorthe 

^ Waiiam, Lord Hadings^ 

^ and 
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having again of your Place, and Lands in Caifter 40/. not 
fpeaking of your Stuff nor thing elfe ;; fo they anfwered me 
vour offer was more than reafonahle, and if the matter were 
theirs, they faid, they wiifl \knew\ what Confcience would 
drive them to, they faid, they would move my Lord with it, 
and fo they did ; hut then the Tempeft arofe, and he gave them 
fuch an anfwer, that none of them all would tell it me ; but 
when I alked an anfwer of them they faid ; ** And [ if'\ fome 
•* Lords or greater men moved my Lord with it, the matter were 
*' yours" ; (keep counfef) and with this anfwer I departed, but Sir 
W. Brandon, Southwell, Tymperley, Harry Wentworth, W« 
Gorney, and all other of council underftand that ye have WTong ; 
in fo much that they moved me that ye Ihould take a recom- 
pencc of other land to the value, but they would not avow the 
offer ; for 1 anfwered them, if they had right they would have 
offered no recompence ; difcover not this, but in my reafon, 
and [ if] my Lord ^ Chamberlain would fend my Lady a Letter 
with fome privy token between them, and alfo to move my 
Lord of Norfolk when he cometh to the Parliament, certainly 
Caifter is yours. 

If ye mifs to be Burgefs of Maldon, and my Lord Chamber- 
lain will, ye may be in another place ; there be a dozen Towns 
in England that choofe no Burgefs, which ought to do it, ye 
may be fet in for one of thofe Towns and [^] ye be friended. 
Alfo in any wife forget not in all hafte to get fome goodly ring 
{at the) price of 20J. or fome pretty Flower of the fame price, 
and not under, to give to Jane Rodon ; for (he hath been the 
inoft Ipecial labourer in your matter, and hath promifed her 

P z good 
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and (he doeth all w^ hyr maftreffe And my Lord Chamberleyn 
wyll he may caufe my Lord of Norff* to com up foner to the 
pUement then he fhold do and then he may apoynt w^hym for 
yow or y* ^ ferm corn be gadryd. I profyrd but xl** and if 
my Lord Chamberleyn profyr my Lady the remeSnt 1 can 
thynk it (hall be taken my Lady muft have fomwhat to bye hyr 
9 KoverchefF befyd my Lord a Soper y^ I payd for wher all 
the confayll was at Framlygh*m ij« iij** and my cofts at Fram- 
lygh'm twyis lylg ther by viij day is w^ ix« i"* ob. for cofts of 
y*^ contre at Norwyche drawyth abowght xxs I trawe more by 
our Lady if it be lefle ftand to your harmys and fie remanet 
v^' xiij*iii**. 

I axe no more gods of you for all the fervyfc y^ I (hall do yow 
whyllf the world ftandyth but a '° Gofshawke if eny of my 
Lord Chambleyns- men or yours goo to Kaleys or if eny be to 
get in London that Is a mewyd hawk for (he may make yow 
fporte when ye com into Inglond a dofeyn yer hens, and to 
call upon yow owyrly nyghtly dayly dyner foper for thys 
hawk I pray noo more but my brodyr E. J* Pampyg Thyrfton 
I. Myryel W- Pytte T. Flatty ng Jwde lityll Jak Maftyr Boton' 
and W. Wood to boote to whyche pcrfons I prey yow to 
comand me and if all thes lyft to fpek to yow of thys mater 
when S\ George Browne W. Knyvett R. Hyd or eny folk of 

worchepp 

• Com paid in part of Kent, 
9 AHcadDrefs, or Handkcrchiefi. 

«o From the anxiety here cxpreiTed for an Hawk, wc may judge of the attention which 
was paid to the Disrerfion df Hawking. 

Latham^ 
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goad will forth [in future] ; and fhe doth all with her Miftrefs, 
And [if] my Lord Chamberlain will, he may caufe my Lord 
of Norfolk to come up fooncr to the Parliament than he (hould 
do, and then he may appoint with him for you, ere the ' farm 
corn be gathered, I proffered but 40/. and if my Lord Chamber- 
lain proffer my Lady the remanent, I can think it fhall be taken; 
my Lady muft have fomewhat to buy her a 9 Coverchief befidcs 
my Lord. 

A fupper that I paid for, where all the Council- was at 
Framlingham 2J. ^d. and my cofts at Framlingham twice lying 
there by eight days, with ^s. id. i. for cofts of the Country at 
Norwich draweth about 20s. I trOw more. By our Lady if it 
be lefs ftand to your harms, and fic remanet 5/, ly. 4//. 

I aik no more good of you for all the fervice, that I fhall do 
you w^hile the world ftandeth, but a " Gofs Hawk, if any of 
my Lord Chamberlain's men or yours go to Calais, or if any be 
to get in London, that is, a mewed Hawk, for ihe may make 
you fport when ye come into England a dozen years hence; and 
to call upon you hourly, nightly, daily, dinner, fupper,. for this 
Hawk, I pray no more but my brother {Edmund), J. Pampyng, 
Thyrfton, J. Myiyel, W. Pitt, T. Planting, Jude, little Jack, 
Mafler Botoner and W. Wood to boot, to which Perfons I pray 
you to commend me» and if all thefe lift [be difpofedl to fpeak to 
you of this matter when SirGeorge Browne, W. Kny vet, R. Hyde,. 

I^tham, in his book of Falconry, fays, that a Goftiawk is the firft and mod cftcemed 
kind of Hawk ; that a Sore Hawk is from thefirll taking of her from the eir>', till fhe hath 
mewed her feathers. 

The Taffel, or Tiercel, is the male of thcGofhawk, fo called, becaufe it is a tierce or 
third lefs than the female : it appears here, that a GrofTer, or Dealer in foreign Fruits &c. 
fold Hawks. 

^ or 
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worchepp and of my aqweyntanfe be in yc^ com| eny fo y* 
they may helpe forthe for all is lytyll i nowe and ye be not u'y 
well wyllyg, I fhall fo p'uey for hem and ever ye com to Norwychc 
and they w^yow that they (hall have as deynte vytayll and as 
gret " plente therof for i** as they fhall have of the treforer of 
Caleys for xv**. And ye p'aventure a Pye of Wymondh'm to 
boote, now thynk on me good Lord for if I have not an 
Hawke I (hall wax fatt for default of labor . and ded for de- 
fault of company by my trowthe no more but I pray God 
fend you all your defyrs and me my mwyd Gofshawk in haft 
or rather y*** fayle a Sowyr Hawke ther is a Groffer dwellyg 
ryght ou*ayenft the well w^ ij boketts a lytyll fro Seynt Elens 
hathe evyr Hawkys to fell. 

Wretyn at Norwyche the xxj day of September A^. E. iiij^ xijo* 

Rather then faylle a Tarfell provyd wyll occupy the tymc tyll 
I com to Caleys, 

Paper Mark, 
Whcclt,&c 
PI. X- N9 9. 

■ ■ The Attendance on the wars in France, and in our barrifons there, niuft have been 
▼ery expcnfivc by this account of the difference in the price oi Provifions at Calais and at 
Norwich. 
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or any folk of worfhip and of my acquaintance be In your 

company, fo that they may help forth, (for all is little enough, 

and [jfl ye be not very well willing) I fhall fo purvey for 

them, and ever ye come to Norwich, and they with you, that 

they (hall have as dainty vidluals and as great " plenty thereof 

for id. as they Ihall have of the Treafurer of Calais for 15^. 

and ye peradventure, a Pye of Wymondham to boot ; now 

think on me good Lord, for if I have not an Hawk, I fhall wax 

fat for default of labour, and dead for default of company by my 

truth. No more but I pray God fend you all your defires, and 

me my mewed Gofs Hawk in hafte, or rather than fail, a 

Soar Hawk, there is a Groffer dwelling right over againft the 

Well with two Buckets a little from Saint Helen's hath ever 

Hawks to fell. 

Written at Norwich the 21 ft day of September, in the 12th 

year of Ed. IV. 

JOHN PASTON- 



t% 



Rather then fail a Tarffel proved will occupy the time till I 
come to Calais. 

Norwich, Monday, a ift of September^ 
1472, 12 E. IV. 

" Autograph. PI. IV. N^ 12. 

LET. 
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A Johan Pajlon efquyer foit done. 

WORSHYPFULL and weell belovyd brother I recomand 
me to yow letyng yow weet y^ I fente yow a Lett* 
and a Rynge w^ a Dyamond in whyche Lett* ye myght well 
conceyve, what I wold ye fcholde do w* y* fame rynge, w^ 
menye other tydyngs and thyngs whyche I prayed yowe to have 
doon for me, whyche Lett' ' Boton' had the beryng off, it is fo 
nowe y^ I undreftond that he is owther deed or ellys harde 
elkapyd, wherofFI am ryght hevye, and am not ferteyn whc- 
thyr the feyd Lett' and rynge come to yowr handys or nott, 
I wolde nott that lett* wcr'feyn w' fome folkys, wherfFor I 
praye yow take good heede hoghe that lett' corny the to yowr 
handys hooll or brokyn and in efpeciall I praye yow gete it 
iff ye have it nott. * 

Alfo I praye yow feele my Lady off Norfblks dyfpoficon 
to me wards and whethyr fhe toke any dyfplefur at my langage 
or mokkyd or dyfdeyned my words whyche I hadd to hyr at 
Yarmothe be twyeii the place wher I fiyrft mett w^ hyr and 
hyr lodgyng, fFor my Lady Brandon and * S'. Will'm alfo 

This Letter contains but little information, it is however given ai containing a fpecimen 
of the free and eafy converfation of the time, and fhowa the very intimate acqiiaintaoicc 
that fubfifted bet^xen Sir J. Paflon and the Duchefs of Norfolk. 

' William Botoner, otherwifc Worcefter. 

axhyd 
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LETTER XLIX. 

To John Pqftonf Efquircy be this delivered. 

WORSHIPFUL and well beloved Brother, I recommend 
me to you, letting you weet, that I fent you a Letter 
and a Ring with a Diamond ; in which Letter ye might well 
conceive, what I would ye (hould do with the fame Ring, with 
many other tidings and things which I prayed you to have done 
for me ; which Letter * Botoner had the bearing of i it is fo now 
that I underftand that he is either dead, or elfe hard efcaped ; 
whereof I am right heavy; and am not certain whether the 
faid Letter and Ring came to your hands or not. 

I would not that Letter were feen with fome folks, wherefore 
I pray you take good heed, how that letter cometh to your 
hands, whole or broken, and in efpecial I pray you get it, if ye 
have it not. 

Alfo I pray you feel my Lady of Norfolk's difpofition to me 
wards, and whether fhe took any difpleafure at my language, 
or. mocked, or difdained, my words which I had to her at 
Yarmouth, between the place where I firft met with her, and 
her lodging; for my Lady Brandon and * Sir William alfo 

* Sir William Bi-andon, Knight, was jStandard-bearer to the Earl of Richmond, and 
wa« flain in Bofwoith Field, by Richard III. He was father to Charles Brandon, Duke of 
Suffolk. 

Vol. II. O -iked 
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axhyd me what words I had had to hyr at that tyme- They 
feyd y my Lady feyde I * gafF hyr ther off, and y* I fliolde 
have feyde y' my Lady was worthye to have a Lords Soon 
in hyr belye ffor (he cowde cheryflie itt and dele warlye w^ 
it, in trowthe QWther the fame or words moche lyke I had 
to hyr whyche wordy s I ment as I feyde, they feye to y^ I 
feyde fhc toke hyr cafe, Alfo I fcholde have feyde y« my 
Ladye was off fatur goode and had fydes longe and large fb 
that I was in goode hope ihe fluolde ber a fayr chylde, he was 
Bott lacyd nor bracyd ine to bys peyn but y^ (he left hym romc 
to pleye hym in^ and they feye that I feyde my Lady was larg« 
andgrete and that ittiholde have ron^e inow to goo owt att, and 
thus whyther my Lady mokk m$ or theye I woote oott, I 
mente w^cU hy my trowthe to hyr aAd to y^ flie is w' aa any he 
y^ owythe heer beft wyll in Ingelond:* 

I£F ye c^n by any meed weete whethyr my Ladye take it 
to dyfplefur or nowt or whether ihe thynke I mokkyd hyr or 
iff fee wyght it but lewdneflfe off my felffe I pray yow (ende mc 
worde, ffor I weet nott whethyr I maye truft thys Lady Bran-* 
don or nott, 

It'm as ffor tydyngs nowe heer be but ffewe faff that as I 
undreftande Imbaffators off Bretayn' (hall come to Ix)ndoa 
to morawe And men feye that the Lorde ^ Ryverfe and Scalys 
fliall haftelye come hom' and men feye y^ ther is many off 
the fowders y' went to hym into Bretayne been dede off the 

3 Anthony Woodville, Earl Rivers, &c. went to endeavour to obtain the pofleffioD 
of the Earls of Pembroke and Richmond, who were detained as Frifoners by the Duke of 
Britany. 

4 fflyxe 
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diked me what words I had had to her at that time ; they faid^ 
/ that my Lady faid I *gave her thereof, and that I Should havd 
faid, that my Lady was worthy to bear a Lord*s S6n, for {h6 
could cherifli it, and deal warily with it. 

In truth either the (ame^ or words much like^ I had to her^ 
which words I meant as I faid ; they fay too, that I faid (he 
took her eafe/ Alfo (Jhat) I (hould have faid, that my Lady 
was of Stature good, and had fides long and large, fo that I 
was in good hope (he (hould bear a fair child^ he was not laced, 
nor braced in, to his pain, but that (he left hiih roohi to play 
him in; they fay, that I faid my Lady was large and great, 
end that it (hould have room enough; Ahd thus T^heth^r 
my Lady mock me, or they, I wot not; I meant well by 
my truth to her, and to that (he is With, as ahy he that owtifh 
her beft ^11 in England > if ye can by afiy mean weet, wh^-^ 
ther my Lady take it to difpleafure or not, or whether (hd 
think I moeked her, or if (he weet it but lewdnefs of myfelf, 
I pray you fend me word, for 1 wot not whethei? I niay truft 
this Lady Brandon or not. 

As for tidings now, here be but few, fave that, as I imder- 
(land, AmbafTadors of Britany (hall come to London to-morrow ; 
and men fay, that the Lord ' Rivers and Scales (hall haftily 
come home, and men fay, that there is many of the Soldiers 
that went to him into Britany been dead of the Flux, and other 

* I paid her off, or treated her with unceremonious language. 

0^2 epidemy. 



ii6 ORIGINAL LETTERS, 

fflyxe and other ipedemye and y^ the remenant fholde come 
horn w^ the Lordc Skalys and fom fcyc y^ thces Imbaffators 
come fFor moor men and thys daye rennyth a tale y* the Duke 
of * Bretayn' (holde be ded I beleefF it nott. 

I fent yow worde off an Hawke^ I herde.nott from yo\y fyns 
I do and (hall doo y^ is poffible in fuche a need?. • 

Alfo I canne nott undreftand that my Lord off Norff* fliall 
come heer thys tyme, wherffor I am in a greet agony e howe 
is beft ffor me to fue to hym ffor rehavyng off my place y' 
goode Lorde weet full lytell how moche harmc he doothe 
me and how lytell goode or worlhyp it dothe hym, I praye 
yow fende me yowr advyce. No moor to yow at thys tytne 
but God have yow in hys kepyng Wretyn at London y* iiij 
daye off Novembre A^. E. iiij'* xij*. J feer me y' idelncffe 
ledyth yowr reyne I praye yow ratljcr remembre S^ Hughe 
Levernoy's tyll yowr Hauke come. 

IX I by 14. 

F^per Mark, ^ 

A Demy Bull. , *-, 

^ Francis n. the laft Duke of Britany, was bom in 143 $» and died in 1488. 
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cpidemy [epidemical difeafes^ that the remanent (hould come home 
with the Lord Scales; and fome fay, that thefe Ambaffadors come 
for more men; and this day runneth a tale, that the Duke of 
♦ Britany (hould be dead, I believe it not. 

I fent you word of a Hawk, I heard not from you fince, 
I do and (hall do that is poffible in fuch a need, 

Alfo I cannot underftand that my Lord of Norfolk (hall come 
here this time, wherefore I am in a great agony, how is beft 
for me to fue to him for rehaving of my pjace ; that good 
Lord wcet full little how much harm he doth me, and how 
little good or worfhip it doth him, I pray you fend me your 
advice. No more to you at this time, but God have you in his 
keeping. 

Written at London the 4th day of November in the 12th 
year of Edward IVth. 

I fear me that Idlenefs leadeth your rein ; I pray you rather 
remember Sir Hugh Lavernoy^s till your Hawk come. 

5 JOHN PASTON, Knight. 

London, Wednefday, 
4th of NoTcmbcri 1471, 
12E. IV, 

5 Autograph. PI. iv. N<^ 9. 
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A John Pqfton Ef^uyer Joyt done. 

BROTHER I comend me to ypw, letyng yow wect, &c* 
(The firft, fart of this Letter treats of fame money trat^^ 
aSlions of no confequence^ &c.) 

As for the delyu^ance oflf the Rynge to Meftrefle Jane Ro« 
thon' I do\vt nott but it fhall be dooa in the befl: wyfe fo y^ 
ye fhall geet me a thank moor than the Rynge and I ar worthe 
or deferve. 

And wheer ye goo to my Laydy off Norffolk and wyll be 
theer att the takyng off hyr Chambre I praye God fpede yow 
and our Ladye hyr to hyr plefur w^ as cafye labor to over- 
kom* that fhe is abowt as evyr had any Lady or Gentyll- 
woman, faff owr Lady heer felffe and foo I hope (he fhall to 
hyr greet joye and all owres and I prey God it maye be lyke 
hyr in worfhip wytt gentyhieffe and every thynge cxcepte the 
verry verry thynge. 

No moor to yow at thyme but I woll fleepe an howr y* 
lenger tomorrow by cawfe I wrote fo longe and late to nyght. 

Wretyn 

I ihould have thought that this child was Anne, if it had not been for the Memorandtim 
of ** A^. x^.*' (lo £• IV.) on the back of a Letter from John Pafton to Sir John 
Pafion^ Knight, and numbered in this Collection XXXIV. to which I refer the Reader 

The 
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LETTER L^ 

^0 John Pa/Ion^ Efqmre^ be this ghen. 

BROTHER I commend me to you, letting you weet, &c. 
(Xbe firjl part of this Letter treats of fome money tranf^ 
aSiions of no confequence^ ^c.) 

As for' the deliverance of the Ring to Miftrefs Jane Rothon, 
I doubt not but it fhall be done in the beft wife, fo that ye 
fliall get me a thank more than the Ring and I are worth or 
deferve. 

And whereas ye go to my Lady of Norfolk^ and will be 
there at the taking of her chamber, I pray God fpeed you^ 
and Our Lady her, to her pleafure with as eafy labour to over- 
come that fhe is about, as ever had any Lady or Gentlewoman, 
iave Our Lady herfelf ; and fo I Hope (he fliall to her great joy, 
and all ours ; and I pray God it may be like her in worfhip, wit^ 
gentlenefs, and every thing, except the fex. 

No more to you at this time, but I will fleep an hour the 
longer to-morrow, becaufe I wrote fo long and late to-night» 

The Child here expected therefore, whether Boy or Girl, died foon after its birth ; 
and whether Sir John's good wifhes, as to the Sex of the Child, were fucceisful or not, 
mufl xeomin uodetermined* Auto^ph« PL xv. N^ 104 

Written 
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Wretyn betwyen y* vilj and y* xj daye ofF Novembre A\ 
xij® E. iilj''. 

12 by 8 |. '^ 

Paper Mark, 
The Letter, • 
p. and QuatcrlFoil/ 
Ph XI. N? 13. 
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7*^ 3^(9)&« Pafton Efquyer or to Meftrejfe Margret Pajlon hys 
Modre be thys Lcti delyt^yd. 

WE E L L belovyd Brother, (Here follows an account of 
Letters fent to him from Calais — offarme barly in Fledge 
and of olde Jluffe at Norwich^ &c.) 

As ffor tydyngs heer thef bee but fewe faff y* y* ' Duke 
off Borgoyen and my Lady hys wyffe farethe well I was w' 
them on thoryfdaye laft paft at * Gawnt, Peter Metteney ffa- 
rethe weell and Meftrefle Gretkyn bothe and Rabekyn recomend 
hyr to yow (he hathe ben verry feke but it hathe doon hyr 
goode ffor (he is ffayrer and (lenderer than fhe was and (he 
cowde make me no cheer but alwey my fawfe was how ffaret 

Thefe Extrafts are given from the Onginal Letter chiefly to fliow the eafy and familiar 
ftylc ufcd by Sir John.Pafton, (PL iv.N<* 10.) in his humorous addrefs'to his brother, 
when telliing him of Rabelun's inquiries after him. 

Maft' 
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Written between the 8th and the pth day of November, in 
the 1 2th year of Edward IV. 

JOHN PASTON, Knight. 

Between the 8th and 9th of November, 
1472* II £• IV. 



LETTER LI. 

Ti John Pajlonj Efquire^ or to Mrs. Margaret Pa/ton, hh 
Mother, be this Letter delivered. 

WELL BELOVED Brother, (Here follows an account of 
Letters fent to him from Calais — of farm Barley in 
Flegg hundredy and of old Jiuff at Norwich^ &c.) 

As for tidings here, there be but few, fave that the ' Duktf 
of Burgundy, and my Lady his wife fareth well ; I was with 
them on Thurfday laft part at * Ghent. Peter Metteney fareth 
well, and Mrs. Gretkin both, and Rabekyn recommend her to 
you, fhe hath been very fick, but it hath done her good, for 
fhe is fairer and flenderer than fhe was ; and (he could make 
me no cheer, but alway my fauce was, *V how fareth Matter 

■ Charles the Bold, and Margaret, Sifter to Edward IV. 
* Gaunt or Ghent, a City of the Auftrian Netherlands. • 

Vol. IL R John 
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Mafl* Joba yowr brotiher v/htt \fi^ I was wiotbe and fpake a 
jalous worde or too dyfdeynyng y' Ihe iholde caire fo mpche 
fFor yow when Y I was prcfcnt* 

Sende me worde to Hoxons in wrygtyng what goode y* 
3 Byfshop ded ffbr me at Framyfih^m and howQ nay l^arde my 
Ladye and all the Cort or dyfpofyd to me wards. 

I here alfo feye y' my Ladye and yowrs Dame Margret 
♦ Veer is ded God have hyr fowte iffl weer not (orye Sot herr I 
trowe ye have been. 

No moor to yow at tbys tyme but AH myghty good have yow 
in kepyng. Wretyn at Caleys y* iij daye of Februarye A^* 
R R. E. iijj^ xij*- 

a. ^. Jr. 

xi|by8f. • 



A/on trejcher ^ hon Arm Freer John de Pqfton effer. 

TTf7EELL belovyd Brother, I rccomand me to yow letyng 

^ ^ yow wete y' at the re(|iieft oflF Meftreffe Jane Haflfett 

and yow I have laboryd y^ knyghtys off y* fheer off Norff* and 

the knyghtys off y* fhyrc off Suff* I underftond ther had ben 

4 made 
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John your Brother?" wherewith I was wrath, and fpakc a 
jealous word or two, difdaining that fhe fliould care Ho much 
for you, when I was prcfeiit. 

Sead me word to Hoxon's in writing, what good the i Bifhop 
did for me at Framlingham, and how my Lord, my Lady, and 
all the Court are difpofed to me wards. 

I hear alfo fay, that my Lady and yours, Dame Margaret 
♦ Vere is dead, God have her foul ! if I were not forry for her, 
I trow ye have been* 

No more to you at this time, but Almighty God have you in 
keeping. 

Written at Calais, the 3d day of February, in the 1 2th year 
of the reign of Edward IV* 

JOHN PASTON, Knight. 

Cakisi Wednefilay, 
3d of Febrtiary, 1471, xi E. IV. 

♦ Daughter and Heir of Sir William Stafiford, and wife to Sir George Vere ; their 
Son, John Vere, was afterwards Earl of Oxford. . 



LETTER LIL 

^0 his dear and well ieloved Brother John Pa/Ion^ Efquire. 

TT7 ELL B E L O VE D Brother, I recommend me to you, 

^ ^ letting you weet, that at the requeft of Mrs. Jane 

Haffett and you, I have kboured both the Knights of the 

Shire of Norfolk, and the Knights of the Shire of Suffolk ; . I 

R 2 underftand 



^ 
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made labor y* fuchc a thbg fliulde have ben as ye wrottc to me 
off but now it is faff. . 

RaffBlaundrehaflet wer a name to ftyrte an hare I warrant 
. ther (hall come no fuche name in owr bokys ner in owr houfe, 
it myght p' cafe ftyrt xx^* harys at onys, ware that j** ' perfe. 
I redde ther in the bille off Norff* off on John Tendall Efq'er. 
but I fuppofe it be not ment by owr Tendall and iff it be he 
(hall not reft theer iff I maye helpe it. 

As for tydyngs the werft that I herde was that my Moodre 
wyll not doo fo moche ffor me as (he put me in coffort off. 

Other tydyngs I herd fey ffor ferteyn y* y* Lady Fitzwat' is 
ded and y' Maft' Fytzwat' (hall have CCCC mrke ayer mor* 
than he had I am not fory therfFor, 

As ffor the worlde I woot nott what it meny th men feye heer 
as weell as * Hogan y^ we (hall have adoo in haft I know 
no lyklyhod but that fuche a Rumor ther is. 

Men fey the Qwyen w^, the Prynce (hall come owt off Walys 
and kepe thys Efterne w' the Kyng at Leycetr and fom* fcyc 
nowther off them (hall com ther. 

It'm off beyond y^ See it is feyd y^ the Frenfe Kyngs hoft 
hathe kyllyd the Erie off ^ Armenak and all hys myry mene 
fom' feye undre appoyntment and fom* feye they wer befegyd and 
gptyn by pleyn affault. 

The bufincfs referred to, in the beginning of tins Letter, is not mentioned; what h 
laid of Blericrhaflct, fecms to be meant as a pun upon the name, as written jB/««//-fr 
l^are fet \ or perhaps it may only refer to its being a founding name. 

Ferthermoor 
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undcrftahcl there had been made labour, that fuch a thing 
fhould have been as ye wrote to me of, but now it is fafe. 

Ralph Blaunderhaflett were a name to ftart an Hare, I 
warrant there (hall come no fuch name in our Books, nor 
in our houfe; it might per cafe ftart twenty Hares at once. 
Beware that id. ' purfe. I read there in the bill of Norfolk, 
of one John Tendall, Efquire, but I fuppofe it be not meant 
by our Tendall ; and if it be, he fhall not reft there, if I may 
help it. 

As for tidings, the worft that I heard was, that my Mother 
will not do fo much for me as (he put me in comfort of. 

Other tidings, I heard fay for certain, that the Lady Fitz- 
walter is dead, and that Mafter Fitzwalter (hall have 400 marks 
(266/. 13J. 4//.) a year more than he had : I am not (brry therefore. 

As for the world I wot not what it meaneth,' men fay here, 
as well as * Hogan, that we (hall have ado [a commotion] in 
hafte ; I know no likelihood, but that fuch a Rumour there is. 
Men fay, the Queen with the Prince (hall come out of Wales, 
and keep this Eafter with the King at Leicefter ; and fome fay, 
neither of them (hall come there. 

Item, of beyond the Sea, it is faid, that the French King's 
Hoft hath killed the Earl of s Armagnac and all his merry men ; 
fome fay, under appointment, and fome fay, they were be(ieged, 
and gotten by plain aflfault. 

' It feems to mean, Beware of that covetous man ; or of that poor man, which I 
know not, 

* Hogan's Prophecy is mentioned in Letter LVI. 

3 A Territory on the North-eaft fide of Gafcony, in France. 

Farthermore 
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Ferthermoor men feye that the Frenfhc Kyngc is V hys oft 
uppon the wat^ off ♦ Some a Ix myte f roo Caleys I lere them 
wheer I ffond them. 

I made yowr anfwer to y* fftends off Me(befle Jane Godnofton 
accordyng to yowr Inftnicions. As for me I am nott ferteyn 
whether I (hall to Caleys to Leyfetr or come home into Norff * 
but I fhali haftcly fend yow worde, &xr. 

Wretyn y* ij dayeof ApriU A^ E. iiij. xiif . 

lo by 5 J. 

Part of the Paper Mark 
remainine is the bot« ^ 

torn of toe Letter P. 
PI. XI. N« 13. 

^ A River which runs through Picardy, in France. 
Autograph. PI. iv. N* 9. 
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To John Pq/ion Efqer at Ncfrvcych be ihys id. 

Vf7YRSHYPFULL and well belovyd Brother, I comand me 
^ ^ to yow letyng yow weet y^ the Worlde femyth qweyfye 
heer ffbr the moft part that be abowt the Kyng have fende hyddr 
fibr ther barneys and it feyd ffor ferteyn that y' Duke off 
Clarance niakyth hym bygge in that he kan fchewyng as he 
wolde but dele w^ the Doke of Glowceft* but the Kyng en- 

tentyth 
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Farthermore men fay 9 that the French King is with his Hofl 
upon the water of ^ Somme a 60 miles from Calais ; I leave 
them where I found them« 

I made your anfwer to the friends of Mrs. Jane Godnofton 
according to your Inftruftions ; as for me, I am not certain 
whether I (hall to Calais, to Leicefter, or come home into Nor- 
folk^ but I fliall haftily fend you word, &c. 

Written the 2d day of April, the 13th of Edward IV. 

Friday, 
2d of Aprili 1475, 
13 E. IV. 



LETTER LIIL 

To John Pajlon^ Efquire^ at Norwich^ be this dcHvered. 

TTI70RSHIPFUL and well beloved Brother, I commend me 
^ ^ to you, letting you weet, that the World fecmeth queafy 
[unfettled] here ; for the moft part that be about the King have 
fent hither for their Harnefs, and it (Js) faid for certain, that 
the Duke of Clarence maketh him big in that he can, ihewing 
as hf would but [o«/p] deal with the Duke of Gloucefter ; but 

the 
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tcntyth in efchyewying all Inconvenyents to be as bygge as 
they bothe and to be a ftyfFeler atweyn them, and fom men 
thynke y^ undre thys ther fholde be fom other thynge en- 
tendyd and ibm treafon confpyred fo what ihall falle can I 
nott feye. 

It'm it is feyde y' yift'daye ij Paffagers off Dovr wer takyn 
I ffer y^ iff Juddy had noon hafty paiiage fo y^ iff he paflyd 
nott onSondaye or mondaye y^ he is taken and ibm geer off 
myn y* I wolde not for xx**. 

I hope and p'pofe to goo to Caleys warde on fondaye or 
mondaye or nyghe bye ffor I am nott acompanyed to do any 
fervyfe heer wherffor it wer bett* ffor me to be owt off fyght. 

(Here Jo/low fome money tranfa5liom relative to a Dodlor Pyken-^ 
ham^ his Motlnr and others.) 

It'm Sprynge y^ wayten on my ' ffadre when he was in Jowel 
hous whom my ffadre at hys dyeng befett xl" he cryethe 
evyr on me ffor it and in weye off Almefs and he wolde be 
eafyd thow it wer but xXg or xs wherffor he hathe wretyn to 
my Modr and moft have an anfwer ageyn I wolde y* my Moodr 
fende hym as thoghe (he lende hym fom whatt and he woU 
be pleafyd and ellys he can feye as fhrewdely as any man in 
Ingelonde. 

It'm 



The firft part of tlus curious Letter iofbrms us of the unfettled fiate of the uation ; 
and that the Duke of Clarence, preteudiog only to be getting his party together to oppofe 
the Duke of Gloucefter, was fuppofed to be meditating fome Treafon againft the State. 

Thefe royal Brothers had been for fome time at variancei and moft probably their 

Difputes 
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the King intendeth, in efchewbg all Inconvenience, to be as 
big as they both, and to be a Stiffler [Stick/er] at ween them ; and 
fome men think, that under this, there fhould be fome other 
thing intended, and fome Treafon con fpired ; fo what (hall fall, 
can I not fay« 

Item, it is faid that yefterday two Paffagers [Pajfage Boats] 
of Dover were taken ; I fear that if Juddy had no hafty paffage, 
fo that if he paffed not on Sunday or Monday, that he is 
taken, and fome Gear [Goods] of mine, that I would not for 20I. 

I hope and purpofe to go to Calais ward on Sunday or Mon- 
day or nigh by, for I came not accompanied to do any fervice 
here ; wherefore it were better for me to be out of fight. 

(Here follow fome money tranfaUlions relative to a DoSlor Py-^ 
kenham^ his Mother^ and others.) 

Item, Spring, that waited on my ' father when he was in 
Gaol houfe, whom my father, at his dying befet [bequeathed] 
40s. he cryeth ever on me for it, and in way of Alms and he 
would be eafed, though it were but xxs. or xa. wherefore he hath 
written to my Mother, and muft have an anfwer again ; I would 
that my Mother fend him, as though fhe lend him fomewhat, 
and he will be pleafed, and [or] elfe he can fay as flirewdly as 
any man in England. 

Difputcs were heightened at this time, b/ the late marriage of the latter with Anne, the 
Widowt)f Prince Edward, Henry VPs Son; Daughter and Coheir of the Earl of War- 
wick ; and Sifter to the Duchefs of Clarence, whofe poffeflions the Duke was unwilling to 
divide with her Sifter, now his Brother's Wife. 

' JdmPaftx)!!, Efquire, was imprifoned by Edward IV. in 1466. 

Vol. II. S Item, 
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It'm the Kynge hathe fent flbr hys * Great Seali^ fom feye 
we fliall have a newe • Chauncelor but fom thynke y* the 
Kynge dothe as he dyde at the laft ffeldys he wyll have the 
Seal! w' hym, but thys daye Dofikor ♦ Morton Maft* off y* 
RoUys rydetbe to y^ Kynge and berythe the Seafe w* hym. 

It*m I had neu* mor nede off mony than now wherffor 
Faftolff *s V mrks and the mony off Mail' John Smythe wolde 
make me holl, &c. 

Wretyn on Seynt Lenards daye A*. R &• £• liij^ xiij®. 

It*m. Sende me my Veftment acordyng to y^ Lett' I fent yow 
by Symond Dam in all haft. 

IX J by 8 |. 

» This is a proof that the King apprehendea fomc confpiracy was going forwards. 
3 Robert Stillington, Bifhopof Bath and Wells, was the then Chancellor. 
^ Dr. Morton was a man of great learning and flrift lojrattj ; he was titStcd Bilbop 

of 



to John Pa/ion Efqer in Notff, 

WYRSSHYPFULL and ryght hertyly belowyd brother, I 
recomande me on to yow letyng yow wete y' on wed- 
nyfdaye laft paft I wrote yow a lett* wherofF John Carbalde 
had the beryng promyttyng me y* ye (hold have it at Korwyche 

thys 



EDWARD IV. 131 

Item, the King hath fciit for his * Great Seal ; fome fay, we 
(hall have a new ' Chancellor^ but fome think, that the King 
doth as he did at the laft Fields, he will have the Seal with 
him, but this day Dofitor ♦ Morton, Matter of the Rolls, rideth 
to the King, and beareth the Seafe [Seals] with him. 

Item,^ I had never more need of money than now, wherefore 
Faftolf's 5 marks, (3/. 6s. SJ.) and the money of Maftcr John 
Smythe would make me whole, &c. 

Written on Su L»eonard's day, in the X3th year of the reign 
of Edward IVth. 

Item, fend me my veftment, according to the Letter I fent 
you by Symond Dam, in all hafte. 

^ JOHN PASTON, Knight. 

Thurfday, 

15th of April, 1473, 
13 £• IV. 

of Ely, in I478 ; and in the fame year appomted Lord Chancellor ;«»in 1484, he was 
advanced to the Archiepifcopal See of Canterbuiyi wd died ip i joo. 
« Autograph. H. iv. N* 10. 



LETTER LIV. 

To yebn Pa/ltm^ Efqulre^ in NorfolL 

TTTORSHIPFUL and right heartily beloved Brother, I re- 

^ ^ commend me unto you, letting you weet, that on 

Wedjttefday laft paft I wrote you a Letter, whereof John Car- 

balde had the bearing, promitting {promJing\ me that ye (hould 

S 2 have 
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thys daye or ellys to morowe in the mornyng, whcrin I praye 
yowe to take a labor accordyng afftr the tenur off the fame 
and y* I maye have an anfwer at London to Hoxon iff any 
maflenger come as ene I maye doo ffor yow. 

As ffor tydyngs ther was a trufe taken at Bruflellys about 
the xxvj daye off Marche laft paft be twyn the Duke off Borgoyn 
and ye ffrenfe Kyngs Imbaffators and Maft' Will'm At Clyff 
ffor the Kyng heer whyche is a Pefe be londe and wat' tyll the 
' ffyrft daye off Apryll nowe next comyng betweyn Fraunce 
and Ligelond and alfo y' Dukys londes. God holde it fibr ever 
and grace be. 

It*m the Erie of ^ Oxenfford was on fat*daye at J Depe and 
is p'pofyd into Skotlond w^ a xij Schyppys, I myftruft that 
werke. 

It'm ther be in London many fflyeng talys feying that y^ 
fliold be a 4 werke and yit they wot not howe. 

lt*m my Lorde 5 Chamb^leyn fendyth now at thys tyme to 
Caleys y* yonge Lorde ^ Sowche and S^ Thomas HongrefFbrds 
* Dowtre and heyr and fome fcye y' yonge Lady Haryngton 
thes be iij grett Jowelles, Caleys is a mery town they fliall 
dwell ther I wot not whylghe. 

The hiftoric Fa^ mentioned in this Letter cooti^did the Dates of them as given by 
our Hiflorians, and place in the year i473> thofe which they have given as happening 
in the year preceding. 

» From 26th of March, 1 473," to 1 ft of April, 1474. 

* Our Hiftorians aifert that the Earl of Oxford was taken in St. Michael's Mount, in 
Cornwall, in 1472, and thence convqred to die Cafile of Hammes, near Calais,, where 
he was imprifooed during twelve yeass ; this could bot be, as he was now at Dieppe^ con- 
c erting an ejcpedition into Scotland. 

No 
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have it at Norwich this day, or clfe to-morrow in the morning; 
wherein I pray you to take a labour according after the tenure of 
the fame, and that I may have an anfwer at London to Hoxon, 
if any meflenger come, as ene I may do for you. 

As for tidings, there was a Truce taken at Bruflels about 
the z6th day of March iaft paft, between the Duke of Burgundy 
and the French King's Ambaffadors, and Mr. William at ClyfF 
for the King here ; which is a Peace by land and water till the 
' firft day of April now next coming, between France and 
England, and alfo the Duke's land ; God hold it for ever, and 
[ if] Grace be ! 

Item, the Earl of * Oxford was on Saturday at 3 Dieppe, and 
k purpofed into Scotland with a iz Ships ; I miftruft that 
work. 

Item, there be in London many flying Tales, faying, that 
there Ihould be a 4 work and yet they wot not how. 

Item, my Lord s Chamberlain fendeth, now at this time to 
Calais, the young Lord * Zk^uch and Sir Thomas Hungerford's 
^ Daughter and Heir, and fome fay, the young Lady Harring- 
ton, thefe be three great Jewels ; Calais is a merry town, they 
fhail dwell there I wot not whylghe Ihow long]. 

3 A Port Town m France, oppofite to Rye, in Suflcx. 

♦ Th» may refer to fomc commotions cxpcded to be excited by the Friends of the 
Houie of Lancader, peiiiaps to aflift the Earl of Oxford, or it may relate to the differences 
between the Dukes of Clarence and Glouccfter, &c, 

^ William, Lord Haflings. 

• John, Lord Zouch of Harringworth ; he was attainted in the firft year of Henry \^I. 
' Mary, Daughter and Heir of Sir Thomas Hungcrford ; fhe afterwards married 

Edward, Son and Heir to William, Lord Haflyngs, who in her right became Lord 
Hung^rfordi her Uncle's attainder being re verfed. 

No 
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No mor but I have ben and ame troblyd w' myn over large 
and curteys delyng w^ my fervants and now w* ther onkynd 
neffe Plattyng yowr men wolde thys daye byd me ffar well 
to to morow at Dou* notw'ftandyng Thryfton yowr other 
man is fFrom me and John Myryell and W. Woode whyche 
promyfed yow and Dawbeney God have hys fowie, at Caftre 
y^ iff ye wolde take hym in to be ageyn w' me y* then he 
wold neu* goo Sro me and ther uppon I have kepyd hym 
thys iij ycr to pleye Seynt * Jorge and Robyn Hod and the 
Shryff off Notyngh'm and now when I wolde have good 
horfe he is goon into Bernyfdale and I w^owt a keeper. 

Wretyn at Cant'burye, to Caleys warde on tewefday and 

happe be, uppon • Good Frydaye y* xvj daye off Apryll A\ 

£•••.. ... 
. mj". xujo. 

It*m the moft parte off the Sowdyors y* went ou* w* S\ Rob^ 
Green have leeff and be comyn hom the hyghe weye ffuU my 
Cariage was behynd me ij hours longer yan I lokyd afftr 
but I " wyffe I wende y* I myght have etyn my parte on 

* Meaning, I prefume, either that he had kmdly kept him when he did not want him ; 
and now that he did want him, that he had left him i or that be had kept him to be an 
Ador in fuch Interludes. 

9 This is the firf): Letter fo fully dated, by which the exaS time of King Edward's 
reign can be precifely afcertained. 

By the Tables to find Baiter, it appears that in 1473, the Prime being it, and the 
Dominical Letter C, Eafier Sunday was on the 1 8th of ApriL 

I Goed 
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No morej but I have been, and am troubled with mine over 
large and courteous dealing with my fervants, and now with 
their unkindnefs; Platting your man would this day bid m6 
farewell to to-morrow at Dover, uotwithftandihg Thryfton 
your other man is from me, and John Myryel, and W. Woode 
which promifed yoii and Dawbeney, God have his Soul, at 
Caifter, that if ye would take him in to be again with me, 
that then he would never go from me ; and thereupon I have 
kept him -this three years to play * Saint George and Robin 
Hood, and the Sheriff of Nottingham, and now when I would 
have good horfe, he is gone into Bernyfdale and I without a 
Keeper. 

Written at Canterbury, to Calais ward on Tuefday and [ if] 
hap be, upon 9 Good Friday the l6th day of April, in the 
ijtth year of Edward IV. 

Your, 

'^ JOHN PASTON, Knight. 

Item, the moft part of the Soldiqrs th^t went over iwith 
Sir Robert Green have leave, and be coming home the High'- 
way full ; my Carriage was behind me two hours longer than 
I looked after, but " I wis I wend that I might have eaten my 

Edward the IVth's Reign began the 4th of March. 

The i6th of April 1473, was therefore the 13th of Edward IV. and confequenily 
he began his reign on the 4th of March, 1460. 

N. B. The Date of the New Year coounenced on the 25th <^ Match* 

» ° Autogn^ph, PI. IV. N** 10. 

' ' The {en& of this latter part is not clear ; perhaps he Bieant to fay that he was fo fure 
that his fipery was loft, that he might have ventured to proraife to eat his part of it on 
Good Friday without breaking his M. 

pait 
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Good fFrydaye all my garees and pryde had ben gootij but 
all was fafFe. I pray yow iff W. Mylfent go ffroo yow y* 
he myght come to me to Caleys, I will have hym. 

1 1 1 by 8. 

Baper MailCf 

A Vine Branch, and 

Bunch of Grapes. 



% € X X € Wi Htm. 

7*0 John Pqfton Efquyer in Norwich. 

RY G H T werfhypfuU brother I recomand me to yow, &c. 
{I'hen follow fome orders concemiftg Servants^ Debts^ Se- 
curities, &c.) 

As for tydyngs the Erie of ' Wylftiyr and the Lord * Sudele 
be ded and it was feyd y^ S^ W. Stanlc was deed but now 
it is feyd naye, &c. 

It*m as ffor your goyng to Scyn James I s beleve It but 
atwyen ij, &c. 

I herd feye that a man was thys daye examjmed and he 
confefled y* he knewe greet trefor was fende to y* Erie off 

This ihews u« the unfetded flate of the nation, and the apprehenfions of the King 
concerning the coming of the Earl of Oxford.— TTie man's confeffion fecmt to be 
founded on good amhority, as the Earl arrived in England foon after. 

Oxenfford 









'X 
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part on Good Friday all my garees [finery] and pride had been 
gone, but all was fafe. 

I pray you if W. Mylfent go from you, that he might come 
to me to Calais, I will have him. 

Canterbury, 

Grood Friday, i6di. of April, 

i473» »3 £• IV' 



LETTER LV. 

To John Pq/iony EfquirCy in Norwich. 

RIGHT worfhipful Brother, I recommend me to you, &c. 
{Then follow fame orders concerning Servants^ Debts^ Secu- 
riiies, &c.) 

As for tidings, the Earl of ' Wiltlhire and the Lord * Sudley 
be dead, and it was faid, that Sir W. Stanley was dead, but 
now it is faid nay, &c. 

Item, as for your going to Saint James's I ' believe it but 
atween two, &c. 

I heard fay, that a man was this day examined, and he 
corifeffed, that he knew great treafure was fent to the Earl of 

' John Stafford was created Eari of Wiltfliire to 1470. He was brother to Hcniy, 
Duke of Buckingham. X". 

* • • • • • Buder, Lord Sudley* ^ 

3 This feems to fignify, I do not believe it. " ' 

Vol. II. T Oxford^ 
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OxenfFord wherofF i m^ li fliolde be coaveyd by a ^ Mooke 
off Wcftm* and fom* feye by a Monke off Chartrehows* 

It'm that the fame, man feh^alde aciaie C Oeatylmea ia NorflT 
and Suff' y* have agreyd to aflyft the fcyd Erie at hys comyage 
thyder whyche as itt is feyd iholde be w*in viij dayes afftr 
^ Seynt Donfton iff wynde and weddyr ieWKs hyro ifiycng tales* 
No mor at thys tyme but God have yow in kepyng* Wretyn 
at London on Seynt Donflones daye xviij daye of Maye A\ 

. uij". xnj . 

ii|by8|. 

Paper Mark, 
Buirs Head and Star. 
PUx,N*> I. 

« W€ fte here ^t ilie CHargy fi^rotired ^ Sari #f Okfeld, Ikou^^SjBg JSdward 
always endeavoured to keep them on his fide« 



%.e X % € ^ nM% 

Tfl John Pajion Efqer he thys dtlyveryJ, 

RYGHT wyrfliypfull brother I comand me to yow let* 
yng yow weet y» thys daye I was in very p'pofe to 
Caleys ward all redy to have goon to y* Barge, hS I teryed 
ffor a yonge man y' I thoght to have had -w* me thyddr, on 
2 that 
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Oxford, whereof a loeo/. (hould be conveyed by a ♦ Monk of 
Weftminfter, and fome fay, by a Monk of Charterhoufe. 

Item, that the fame man ihould accufe an hundred Gentlemen 
in Norfolk and Suffolk, that have agreed to aflift the faid Earl 
at his coming thither, which, as it is faid, ihould be within 
eight days after ^ St* Dunftan, if wind and weather ferve him ; 
flying tales. 

No more at this time, but God have you in keeping*' 
Written at London on Saint Dunftan's day, the i8th day of 
May, in the 13th year of Edward IV. 

« JOHN PASTON, Knight. 

London, 

St. Dunftan's daf, 

Tuefday, 1 8th of May, 1473. 

13 E. IV. 

' la the oextDstter heif Aid to have landed in Eflexoa the 18th of May. 
• Autograph. PL iv. N<^ 9. 



LETTER LVI. 

To John Pqjlon^ Efquire^ be this delivered. 

RI G H T worfliipful Brother, I recommend me to you, 
letting you weet, that this day I was in very purpofe 
to Calais ward> all ready to have gone to the Barge ; fave I 
tarried for a young man, that I thought to have had with me 

T 2 thither, 
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that was w^ Rows whyche is in the cowntre, aud becaiife I 
cowde not geet hyrn and y^ I have no mor beer w' tr\e butt 
Pampyng Edward and Jak therfFor Pampyng remembryd me 

• that at Caleys he tolde me y^ he p'pofed to be w^ the Ducheffe 
off Norff' my Lady and yowrs and Edward is fyke ;and femythe 
nott abydyng he.wolde fee what (hold falle off thy s worlde, 
and fo I am as he that feythe com' hyddr John my man, and 

•as happe was yift'day Juddy went affor to Caleysward wherffor 
I am nowe ille pVeyd, whyche ffpr owtie y^. I knowe yit is lyke 
to kepe me heer thys ' Wytfbntyd wherffor, iff ye knpVve any 
lykly men and ffayr condyconed and good Archers fende them 
to me thowe it be iiij and I wyll have them and they fhall 
have iiij mrks by yer and my Levere. 

He maye com to me hyddr to the Gott or yit to Caleys w^ 
a * riall iff he be wyfe, whyche iff iicde bee I wolde y^ 
Berker toke hym to come uppe w^ iff it be fuche on' as ye 
tryft. 

It'm I fuppofe bothe Pytte and Kothye Plattyng fhall goo 
ffrom me in haft, I wyll neu' cheryfshe knaves foo as I have 
don ffor ther fakys. 

It'm I praye yow fende me a newe Veftment off whyght 
Damalke ffor a Dekyn*, whyche is among myn other geer 
at Norwiche, ffor he fhall ther too as ye woot off I wyll make 
an armyng Doblett off it thow I fholde an other tyme gyff 

The former part of this Letter is of little confequence, except to fliew us the Attend- 
ants neceflaiy for a Perfon of Sir John Pafton's (PI. iv. N® 9.) rank ; the latter hints to 
us the uoiettied Gtztc of the governmeot ; and that the King and the Duke of Clarence 
we^ not on amicable terms. 

a longe 
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thither, one that was with Rows which is in the country; and 
becaufe I could not get him, and that I have no more here 
with, me but Pampyng, Edward, and Jack, therefore Pampyng 
remembered me, that at Calais he told me, that he purpofed 
to be with the Duchefs of Norfolk, my Lady and yours; and 
Edward is fidk, and feemeth not abiding, he would fee what 
fliall fell of this world, and fo I am as he that faith; *' come 
** hither, John, my man ;" And as hap was yefterday Juddy 
went afore to Calais ward, wherefore I am now ill purveyed ; 
which for aught that I know yet, is like to keep me here this 
' Whitfuntide, wherefore if ye know any likely men, and fair 
conditioned, and good Archers, fend them to me, though it 
be four, and I will have them, and they fhall have four Marks 
(2/. 135. 4//.) by the year, ahdmy Livery. 

He may come to ftie hither to the Goat, or yet [effe] to 
Calais. with a * rial if he be wife, which if need be, I would 
that Barker took [gave] him to come up with, if it be fuch 
one as ye truft.; 

Item, I fuppofe both Pytte, and Kothye Plattyng (hall go 
from me in hafte ; I will never cherifh Knaves fo as I have done, 
for their fakes. 

; Item; I pray you fend me a new Veftment of white Damaflc 
for a Deacon, which is amongft mine other Geer at Nor>yich, 
for hjB IhaU thereto as ye wot of ; I will make an arming 

> Whitfunday, 6th of June, 1473. 
^ A Rial, a gold coin of io% value. 

Doublet 
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V 

a longe Gown off Velvctt ffor another veftraent and lend it in 
all had to Hoxon to fend me. 

I hopyd to have been verry mery at Caleys thys Whytfon- 
tyde and am weell apparayled and apoyntyd faff that thes ffolks 
ffayle me foo and I have mat'ther to make oflf Ryght excellent. 
Som man wolde have haftyd hym to Caleys thowe he had 
hadd no bett* erand and fom men thynke it wyfdom and pro- 
fyght to be theer now weell owt off the wcye. 

It*m as ffor the ' Byfshop and I we bee nerr' to a poynt than 
we weer, fo that my part is nowe all the londes in Flegge 
holly, the man* off Heylefdon, Tolthorpe, and Tents in Nor- 
wyche and Erlh'm cxcepte Fayrechylds, but ffarweell Drayton 
the Devyll doytt them. 

It'm large and fferr comynycacon hathe ben bytwycn S^ John 
Fogge Ric Haulte ffor ther Suft* and me byffor Doctor Wynt- 
borne and ellys wher fo that I am in bett' hope than I was by 
Seynt ^ Lawrens that I (hall have a delyu'aunce. 

lt*m as ffor tydyngs heer 1 trow ye have herde yowr part 
howe y' y« Erie off Oxenfford landyd by Seynt Ofyes in Effexe 
y* xxviij daye off Maye faff he teryed nott longe ffor iff he 
had the Erie of * Effexe rod to hym wardys and the Lords 
Denh'm and Duraffe and cfther mor whyche by ly^yod (holde 
have dyftruffyd hym l)ut yit hys comyng favyd Hogan hys 
hed and hys Profefye is the mor belevyd ffor he feyde that thys 
troble (holde begyn in Maye and y* the Kynge (holde North- 

» Jameft Goldwell, Biihop of Norwich, 1472. 
* loth of Auguft. 

wards 
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Doublet of kt though I Should aoother time give a long Gown 
of velvet for another veftment ; and fend it in all hafte to 
Hoxon to iend me. 

I hoped tx) have been very merry at Calais this Whitfuntide, 
and am well apparelled and appoiuted^ fave that theie folks fall 
me fo, and I have matter there to make of right excellent. 
Some man would have hafted him to Calais, though he had 
had no better errand, and fome men think it wifdom and pro|5t 
to be there now well out of the way. 

Item, as for the * Bi£hop and Ij we be nearer to a point than 
we wese, (6 that my part is now ail the Laiuls in J^legg wholly, 
the IV^or of Hellefiioii, Tokhorpe, and Tenements in NcHwich 
and Earlham, except Fairchild's ; but farewell Drayton, the 
DevH do it them [do them good of it\ 

Item, large and fair communication hath -been between Sir 
John Fagge and Richard Haulte for their Sifter and me, before 
Doftor Wyntborne and elfewhcre, fo that I am in better hope 
than I was by St. 3 Lawrence that 1 (hall have a deliverance. 

Item, as for tidings here, I trow ye have heard your part, 
how that the Earl of Oxford landed by St. Ofyth^s in Effex, 
the a'Sth day of May, fave he tarried not long ; for if he had, the 
Earl of 4 Eflex rode to him wards, and the Lords Denhaoi 
and Duras, {Galliard de Durefort) and other more, which by 
likelihood (hould have diflreiTed hup; but yet his coming 
faved Hogan his head ; and his Prophecy is the more believed ; 
for he faid, that this trouble fliould begin in May, and that the 

^ Hemy Bouicbier, Earl of Eflex, Lord Treafurer. 

King 
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wards. and that y® Scotts (holde make us werke and hym 
barayle. 

Men loke afFtr they wot not what but men bj barneys 
fFaft the Kyngs mcnyall men and y* Duke ofF Clarauncs ar 
many in thys town y* Lord s RyuTe com to daye me feye to 
•pVeye in lyke wyfe. 

It'm how y* y* Cownteffe off ^ Wafwyk is now owt off 
Beweley Seyntwarye and ^ S^ James Tyrell convey th hyr North- 
warde men feye by the Kynges aflent wherto. fom nien fcye 
y^ the Duke off Clarinee is not agreyd. 

It'm men feye y^ the Erie off Oxenfford is abowt the Ildc 
off Tenett hoveryng fom feye w' grett companye and fom feye 
w* ffewe. 

No mor but God kepe yow. Wretyn at London the iij 

daye off June A*. E. iiij^^ xiij"". 

Slogn )^Affoii, St. 

ii|by8|. 

Pajper Mark, 
The Letter P, and Quaterfbil. 

PL XI. N^ ij. 

$ AnthoMy Widcvillc, Earl Rivers, beheaded at Pontefraft, 1483. 
^ Anne, widow of Richard Neville, the great Earl of Warwick, fifter and heir to 
Henry Beauchamp, Duke of Warwick, and mother of Iiabel« the wife of George, 
Duke of Clarence. 
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King ihould Northwards, and that the Scots fhould make us 
work, and him battle. 

Men look after they wot not what, but men buy Harngfs 
fail: ; the King*s menial men, and the Duke of Clarence's, are 
many in this town ; the Lord ^ Rivers came to day, men fay, to 
purvey in like wife. 

Item, how that the Countefs of ^ Warwick is now out of 
Beverley Sanftuary, and ^ Sir James Tyrell conveyeth her North- 
wards, men fay, by the King's affent, whereto fome men fay, 
that the Duke of Clarence is not agreed. 

Item, men fay, that the Eail of Oxford is about the Ifle of 
Thanet, hovering, fome fay, with great company, and fbme 
fay, with few. 

No more but God keep you. Written at London the 3d 
day of June, in the 13th year of Edward IV. 



JOHN PASTON, Knight. 

London, 

Thuifday, 3d of June, 
1473, 13 E. IV. 



7 If this be the Perfon, who was afterwards thought to be concerned in the murder 
of Edward V. and his Brother, the Duke of York, he muft have been a Knight much 
longer than thofe who have written on this particular part of our Hifloiy fuppofed him to 
have been. 
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• n e ic % e « jua3% 

A Udmand Pafton Efquyer a Caleys foyi donne. 

BROTHER Edmond I greteyow weeil letyng yow wcete 
y abowt thys daye vij nyght I fende yow a Letter by 
Nycholas Bardeflee a fowdyer whyche is wont woute to be at 
♦ borde' Perauntys and alfo an ' hofeclothe off blak ffor yow. 
i wende y« ye (holde have hadde itt w4n ij dayes but I am 
a^rde y' he defeyved me. 

It'm I lete yow weet y^ Plattyng is comen hyddr and he 
fcythe y^ ye gaffe hym leve to iFetche hys geer and Pittys and 
\hat is hys erande hyddr and noon other, ner he thowt neu* 
to goo tfro me neir he wyll nott goo ffro me as he feythe, 
wherffor I praye yow fende me worde off hys condycons and 
whyghe ye thynke yvhe (holde neu* do me worfhypp. 

He feyth* alfo y^.hc and Pyttc wcer afc y« takyng dff the 
tri^lyngs and that he was in the Pakker and Pytte in the 
Cryftoffre. I praye yow fende me worde howe bothe he and 
Pitte quytte them by the report off fom* indyfferent trewe 
man y^ was ther iff they quytte them weell I wolde love them 

Though this Letter from Sir John Pafton (PI. iv. N® 9.) contains nothing very 
material, it informs us of an Engagement at Sea between fome Ships of this Countiy, 
and thofe of the Eafterlings or Inhabitants of the Eaftem part of Germany. 

It Hkewife acquaints us with fonne privaCt Ane cdotes of Sir John Paflon as a man of 
gallantry. 

4 the 
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LETTER LVII. 



^0 Edmund PafioHy Efquire^ at Calais ^ be this delivered. 

BROTHER Edmund, I greet you well, letting you wcet> 
that about this day fev'night I fent you a Letter, by 
Nicholas Bardefley a Soldier, which is wont to be at * border 
[jwry, brother] Perauntys ; and alfo an ' Hofecloth of black 
for you ; I wend [underftoodj that ye (hould have had it Within 
two days, but I am afraid that he deceived me. 

Item, I let you weet that Plattyng is coming hither, and he 
faith, that ye gave him leave to fetch his Geer and Pytt's ; and 
that is his errand hither and none other, nor he thought never 
to go from me, nor he will not go from me, as he faith ; 
wherefore I pray you fend me word of his conditions, and why 
ye think that he fhould never do me worfhip. 

He faith alfo, that he and Pytt were at the taking of the 
Efterlings, and that he was in the Packer, and Pytt in the Chrif^ 
topher ; I pray you fend me word how both he and Pytt quit 
them, by the report of fome indifferent true man that was there; 
if they quit [acquitted] them well, I would love them the 

' Cloth for hofen. 

* May not this fcntencc be thus read ? is wont to be at border paravaat this, i. e. is 
occuftomed to reach the border, loarch^or edge of CaUis much iboner^— ^fore this ,— 
* before fo much time was elapfed. 

U 2 better; 
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the bett*, wherfFor the next daye afFtr'the fyte of thys Lett* 
I praye yow wryght ageyn and fende ^ by the next paffage. 

It'm I fende a lytell praty boxe herwith whyche I wolde 
y* Juddy fholde delyu' to y*. woman y* he wetyth off and 
praye hyr to take it to y* man y^ (he wetyth off, y^ is to feye, 
as moche as ye knowe all well i now but ye maye nott make 
yow wyfe in no wyfc. 

It'm I praye yow fende me worde as ye wer wont to do off 
heer wellffar and whether I weer owt and other inne or nott 
and whether fhe (hall fforfakc Caleys as fone as ye fende me 
worde off or nott. 

By God I wolde be w* yow as ffayne as yowr felff and (hall 
be in haft w^ Godds grace. 

It'm as ffor my brother John I hope w4n thys monyth to 
fee hym in Caleys ffor by lyklyhod to morowe or ellys the 
next daye he takyth (hyppe at Yarmothe and goothe to Seynt 
* James warde and he hathe wretyn to me y^ he wyll come 
homwarde by Caleys. 

It'm I fuppofe y^ James Song* (hall com* w^ me to Caleys 
y« rather ffor yowr fake. 

It'm Meftreffe Elyfabett ffareth well, but as yit Song' know- 
eth nott fo p'ffytly all y^ ye wolde weet y^ he woU nott wryght 
to yow off thees ij dayes tyll he knowe moor, but iff (he hadde 
ben bolde and durft have abydyn ftyll at hyr Gate and fpoken 
w* me fo God helpe me (he had hadd thys fame y* I fende 

» On a Pilgrimage, I fuppofe, to Saint James of Coropoftella, in the province of 
Gallicia, in Spain. 

nowe 
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better; wherefore the next day after .the fight of this letter, 
I pray you write agaiu, and fend it by the next paflage. 

Item, I fend a little pretty Box herewith, which I would 
that Juddy fhould deliver to the woman that he weeteth of, 
and pray her to take it to the rqan that (he weeteth of; that 
is to fay, as much as ye know all well enough, but ye may 
not make you wife in no wife. \Tou mu/l by no means feem to 
know curf thing of the bufinefs in hand.\ 

Item^ I pray you fend me word as ye were wont to do 
of her welfare ; and whether I were out and other in or not ; 
and whether fhe (hall forfake Calais as fooa as ye fent me 
word of, or not. 

By God I would be with you as fain as yourfelf, and (hall be 
in hafte with God's grace. 

Item, as for my brother John, I hope within this month to 
fee him in Calais ; for by likelihood to-morrow, or elfe the 
next day, he taketh (hip at Yarmouth, and goeth to Saint 
* James ward ;* and he hath written to me that he will come 
homeward by Calais. 

Item, I fuppofe that James Songer (hall come with me to 
Calais, the rather for your fake. 

Item, Miftrefs Elizabeth fareth well, but as yet Songer 
knoweth not fo perfe£Hy all that ye would weet, that he will 
not write to you of thefe two days, till he know more ; but 
if (he had been bold, and durft have abiden ftill at her gate, 
and fpoken with me, fo God help me, (he had had this fame 

(box) 
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nowe wher ye woot off whychc ye (hall fee woryn heer afitr 
itt is a praty ryban w^ praty ^ Agletts and goodlye. 

Make yow not wyfe to Juddy nowther not y' ye wolde weet 
any thynge ffbr I maye fey tP yowe at hys comyng ovr he 
browt goodly geer reafonablye. 

It'm as ffbr my ♦ byll y^ is gylt I wolde it weer taken head 
too ther is on* m the town y' can glafer weeli i nowe as I 
herde feye. Alfo ther is on comythe eu*y Markctt daye ffro 
Seynt Omerys to Caicys and he biyngethe Dagers and ffetchyth 
alfo he may have it w^ hym and brynge it ageyn the next 
markett daye Sm xij*. or xvj* . at y*^ moft and ellys late it be 
weel oylyd and kepte tyll I come No mor*, wretyn at London 
y* V daye of Jull. A«. E. iiij^* xiij*. 

12 by 8 {• 

Paper Mark, 
The Letter P, and a QjiaterfiMl* 
PI. XX, N? 13. 

3 Pendent oraamenti of xnetal, like Ta^s or Poioti^ &c. 



l.e«- 
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(box) that I fend now, where ye wot of, which ye fhall fee 
worn hereafter, it is a pretty ribbon with pretty • Aglets 
and goodly. 

Make you not wife to Juddy neither not that ye would weet 
any thing, for I may fay to you, at his coming over he brought 
goodly Geer reafonably. 

Item, as for my 4 Bill that is gilt, I would it were taken 
heed to ; there is one in the town, that can glaze {^polijh'] well 
enough, as I heard fay ; alfo there is one cometh every market 
day from St. Omer's to Calais, and he bringeth Daggers and 
fetcheth alfo, he may have it with him, and bring it again the 
next market day for izd. or i6d. at the moft; and \or\ elfe let 
it be well oiled and kept till I come. 

No morfe. Written at London the 5th day of July, in the 
13th year of Edward IV. 

JOHN PASTON, Knight. 

Londocif 
Monday, cth of July, 
147$, X3E. IV. 

♦ A warlike I&ftniment of OiFencc. 



LET- 
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To my Right hertily beloved frends and felaws S\ John of Mid- 
delton and S". John Pqflon Knights. 

AFTER berty Recomendacon, I thank you of the gode 
attendance that ye yeve unto the Kings counfail at 
Calais and the gode and efFeftuelle devoires that ye putte you 
into affifte my Depute S'. John Scot in alle fuchc things as 
mowe conc'ne the faufgarde of my charge there. Leting you 
wite that if ther be any thing that I can and may do for you, 
I fhal w* right gode wil performe it to my power. 

And I preye you to Recomaunde me to my Lady ' How- 
ard, my Lady * Bourgchier, and all othr* Ladies and Gentil- 
women of the faide towne. And in likewife to the Mayr* 
Lieuten* and felafhip of the ftaple, my felawes the fouldeos, 
and all othr' fuche as ye (hal feme gode. And oure lord fende 
you yo\ defirs. Writen at Notyngham the xvj day of Sep- 
tembr*. 

This and the Letter N<> V. Appendix, are perhaps the only Letters extant of this 
Nobleman, who, though he diflikcd King Edward's Q^een, was a true and loyal Subjeft 
to the King ; and continued faithful to his young Prince Edward V. for which he loft his 
Head in 1483. PI. iv. N«> 7. 

If we may judge from his exprcffions in thefe Letters, he was a polite Gentleman, 
and a kind Mafter. 

HBs 
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LETTER LVIII. 

To my right heartily beloved friends and fellows^ Sir John of 
Middelton^ and Sir John Pqfton^ Knights. 

AFTER hearty Recommendation, I thank you of the 
good attendance that ye gave unto the King's Counfel 
at Calais ; and the good and efFeftual Devoirs, that ye put 
you in to aflift my Deputy Sir John Scot, in all fuch things 
as might concern the fafeguard of my charge there. Letting 
you weet, that if there be any thing that I can and may do for 
you, I fhall with right good will perform it to (the utmojl of) 
my ppwer. And I pray you to recommend me to my Lady 
* Howard, my Lady * Bourgchier, and all other Ladies and 
Gentlewomen, of the faid town. And in like wife to the 
Mayor, Lieutenant and Fellowfhip of the ftaple ; my Fellows 
the Soldiers, and all other fuch as (/o) you (hall feem good. 
And our Lord fend you your defires. Written at Nottingham, 
the 1 6th day of September. 

His remembering " his Fellows, the Soldiers,'* in an age when his noble rank placed 
him ^ high abpve the Plebeians, characterizes him as a Commander attentive to the con- 
cerns of thofe under him. 

* Margaret, wife of Sir John Howard, Lord Howard, and afterwards Duke of 
Norfolk. She was Daughter of Sir John Chedworth, Knight, and died in 1490, 
S H. VII. 

* Lady Bourchicr was probably the wife of a Son of Sir John Bourchier, Lord Be mens. 

Vol. II. X Sir 
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s S^ Joh Pafton I p'y you to yeve credeus to fuche ying 
as my Depute fliall (hew you fro me and coforme you to y* 
fame. 

Y^ Fclaw, 

' This \z& pttagraph is Writttti by Lted lbft^{;p hlttiftl^ ttie fonncr part to 
^< the XTJ day of September,'* by his Secretary. 



% € % % € tX %3%. 

Mefirejfe Margrttt Pajion at Norwyche* 

RYGHT honorable and moft tendr good Moodr I rc- 
comand me to yowe befechyng yow tp have, as my tryft 
is y^ I have, yowr dayly bleffyng and tnanke yow off yowr 
good moderhood, kyndeneile, cheer, chai^ and coftes whyche 
I had and putte yow to, att my laft bejmg w* yow, whyche 
God gyffe me Grace her afftr to deferve. 

Pleafe it yow to weet y* I thynge longe y* I heer nott ffrom 
yow or ffrom Pekok yowr Servaunt ffor the knowlege hovtt 
he hathe doon in y* fale off my ffcrme Barlye, ner whatt 
18 made theroff wherfibr I befeche yowe if it be not anfweryd 
by that tymc y^ thys bylle comythe to yowe to haft hym and itt 

hyddre 
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s Sir John Pafton I pray you to give credence to fuch things 
18 my Deputy ihall ihew you from me» and conform you to the 
fame. 

Your Fellow, 

HASTYNGS. 

Nottrngfaaflbf 
z6th of September, 14739 
i3E.iy. 

N. B. Under the Direftioii of this Letter is written in a hand of tfiat time, 
^ £ Ha^gs, A^ Jdij,'' ^meaniog^ I fK^owc^ 13 £. IV. 



LETTER LDC. 

Mrs. Margaret Paflon^ at Norwich. 

Tl IGHT honourable and moft tender good Mother, I re- 
-**^ commend me to you, befeeching you to have, as my truft 
is that I have, your daily Blefling i and thank you of your 
good Motherhood, kindnefs, cheer, charge, and cofls, which I 
had, and put you to, at my laft being with you, which God 
give me Grace hereafter to deferve I 

Pleafe it you to weet, that I think long that I hear not from 
you, or from Peacock your Servant, for the knowledge how he 
hath done in the fale of my farm Barley, nor what is made 
thereof ; wherefore I befeech you, if it be not anfwered by that 
time that this bill cometh to you, to haft him and it hither- 

X z ward; 
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hyddre wards ffor iiFy* had nott taiyed me I deme I had been at 
Caleys by thys daye, fFor it is foo as men {eye j^ y* Frenfc; 
Kynge w^ a gret hofte is at ' Amyas but iij" myle from Caleys 
and iff he or hys roode byffor Caleys and I nott theer I wolde 
be forye, 

It'm men feyc y^ the Erie of * Oxenfford hathe ben con - 
ftreynyd to fewe ffor hys pardon only off hys lyffe and hys 
body goodes londes w* all y* remcnaunt at y* Kyngcs wyll 
and foo fliolde in all hafte nowe come in to y^ Kyng and fom* 
men {eye y^ he is goon owt off y^ Mounte men wot not to 
what plafe and yit Icfte a greqt Garuyfon theer weell ffornyfshyd 
in vytayll and all other thynge. 

It'm as ffor the havyng ageyn off Caftre I truft to have good 
tydyngs theroff haftelye. 

It*m my Brother John ffarethe weell and hathe doon ryght 
delygentlye in my cofyn Elizabz Berneys mater wheroff haftely 
I truft he fliall fcndc hyr tydyngs y' fchall pleafe hyr and as 
to morow he p'pofyth to take hys Jurneye to Walys warde to 
y« Lorde 3 Ryverfe. No mor at thys tyme but Jefwe have 
yow in hys kepyng. 

Wretyn 

» The Capital of Ficardy, in France. 

• John de Vere, Earl of Oxford, a flaunch Friend to the Houie of Lancafier, fled 
and went abroad, after the total difcomfiture of that Party in i^ju Our Hiftorians fay 
that he returned in the fame year, and took by furprife St, Michael's Mount, in Cornwall, 
where, in February 147 x^a, befusrcndcredhimfclf tothcKingUForcei^ 

This 
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ward ; for if that had not tarried me, I deem I had been at 
Calais by this day ; for it is fo, as men fay, that the French 
King with a great Hoft is at ' Amiens, but threefcore miles 
from Calais ; and if he, or his, rode before Calais, and I not 
there, I would be forry. 

Item, men fay, that the Earl of * Oxford hath been conftrain- 
ed to fue for his Pardon only of his Life ; and his Body, Goods, 
Lands, with all the remanent, at the King's Will, and fo 
fhould in all hafte now come in to the King ; and fome men 
fay, that he is gone out of the Mount, men wot not to what 
place, and yet left a great Garrifon there, well fumiflied in 
vidlual, and all other thing. 

Item, as for the having again of Caiftcr, I truft to have good 
tidings thereof haftily. 

Item, my brother John fareth well, and hath done right dili- 
gently in my Coufin Elizabeth Berney*s matter, whereof haftily 
I truft he fhall fend her tidings, that (hall pleafe her ; and 
as to-morrow he purpofeth to take his Journey to Wales ward 
to the Lord 3 Rivers. 

No more at this time, but Jefu have you in his keeping. 

This and a previous Letter afccrt^n thcfe Events to have happened in 1473, ^"*g ^^^ 
13th of Edward IV. 

After his furrender, his Eihtes were confifcated, his Counted left deflitute, and he 
was conveyed to the Caflle of Hammes, near Calais, in Picardy, where he remained a 
Prifoner many years, namely, till 1484, 2 R. Ill* when he efcaped, and joined the Earl 
'of Richmond. 

? Anthony Widevilei Earl Rivers. 

Written 
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Wtetja at London the zx daye off Feu*er A*. £. m}^* xiij«. 

Yowr Sone, 

♦ Autograph. Pi. IT. N* 9. 



2. € X X C B %% 

To^fys Brodyr 5'^ yobn Pafton be thys Letter dclyuUd. 

SIR I recomaunde vat to yow letynge yow wete that, 
(Her€ follows fome Account relative to a Grant from the 
Crown, &C.J 

As for my Lord ' Trefcrer he was not W the Kynge of all the 
* Counfell tyme y* whyche was endyd on the iij'** day of Marche. 
And theder came my Lorde of ' Northethomyrland the fyrfte 
day of Marche and dep*tyd the even afore y* makyng of thys 
Lett*. And hath endentyd w^ the Kynge for the kepynge 

We have in diia Letter a pleafing account of the mtended excurfioa of the King into 
divers CountieSy in 1474 ; the motive of which nK>ft probably was to nufe» nooie eafily 
by hit prefence and cheerful addreft , Beneroiencet upon his SubjeAs towards the Ex- 
penoet of his war with France. 

We are here informed likewife that the County of Norfolk had been Ughly fpoken of 
to the King, not only for the Riches and Hofpitality of its Inhabitants, but for the 
beauty and agreeable behaviour of its women ; a reafon fufficient for ib long a ftay 
amongfi them, as feemcd intended to be made by an amorous and handfome Monarch. 

2 OWt 
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Writtca at London the aoth day of February, in the 13th 
year of Edward IV. 

Your Son* 

♦ J. PASTON, Knight. 

Sundayt loth of Februaiy, 
H73» 13E.IV. 



LETTER LX- 

^0 bis brother Sir John Pa/lcm, Knight^ be this Letter delivered. 

SI R, I recommend me unto you, letting you weet that, 
(JHere follows form Account relative to a Grant from the 
Crown^ &c.) 

As for my Lord ' Treafurer he was not with the King of all 
the * council time, the which was ended on the 3d day of March* 
And thither came my Lord of ^Northumberland, the firft day 
of March, and departed the even afore the making of this Let- 
ter; and. hath endented with the King for the keeping out of 

"William Grey, Biihopof Ely. 

* The fitting of Parliatncnt. 

* Henry Percy,, Earl of Northnmberland ; this ContraA was entered into by him 
noft probably as Warden of the Marches ; a place of truft, honour, and profit. 

This Nobleman was. cruelly, murdered by a Mob, in Yorkihire, when he wat there 
le^yio^ a public Tax i& 1489* 

the^ 
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owt of the Schottys and warrynge on them and fchall have 
large money I can not telle y* fome for certeyn. 

Alfo ther is an Rover takyn at Bryftowe on Cowper as I 
wene and he is lyke to be hanged and he confeflythe more 
of hys felawis. Alfo Edwarde Heeftowe of Dovere is apechyd 
of trefon of -many ftraunge poynts, and hys accufer and he 
were bothe afore the Kynge and then they were takyn apert 
And he hynifelfe cofFeflyd it that hys accufere accufyd hym 
of and many other thyngs more than he was accufyd of And 
he had many Lords and Gentylmen to aunfwere for hys trowthe 
and his demenynge afore tymc for as I hard fey bothe the Kynge 
in a maner nor non of the tother Lords nor Gentylmen belevyd 
not hys accufer tyl y^ he confeflyd it hym felfe and fo he is in 
the Towre and * lyke to be dede. 

As for the Kyng*s comynge into the contra. On Monday 
come fortenyght he well lye at the Abbey of StrattefForde and 
fo to Chelmnsford, yan to Syr Thomas Mongehombrey, yan 
to Hevenyngh'm than to Colcheftyr yan to Ipfwyche yan to 
Bery yan to Dame Anne Wyngfelds and foo to Norwych 
and there woU he be on ' Palme fonday euyn and fo tary there 
all ^ Efter and yan to ^ Walfyngh*m. Wherefore ye had nede 
to warne Wyll'm Gogync and hys felaws to p'uey them of 
wyne I now for ea*y man berythe me on hande that y* towne 
fchalbe dronkyn drye as Yorke was when the Kynge was ther\ 
Syr Mayfl' Sampfon recomaunde hym on to yow and he hathe 

♦ This cxpreflion fecms to infinuate that he would be exec\ited privately in the Tower, 
^ 3d of April, 1474. 

fcnde 
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the Scots, and warring on them ; and {he) fhall have large 
money, I cannot tell the Sum for certain. 

Alfo there is a Rover taken at Briftol, one Cowper, as I 
ween \thinJi\j and he is like to be hanged, and he confefleth 
more of his Fellows. Alfo Edward Heeftowe of Dover is 
apeached [impeacbeJ] of Treafon of many ft range points ; and 
his accufer and he were both afore the King, and then they 
were taken apart ; and he himfelf confeffed it, that his accufer 
accufed him of, and many other things more than he was 
accufed of. 

And he had many Lords and Gentlemen to anfwer for his 
truth, and his demeaning afore time, for as I heard fay, both the 
King in a manner, nor none of the other Lords, nor Gentlemen, 
believed ndt his accufer, till that he confeffed it himfelf, and 
fo he is in the Tower, and ^ like to be dead. 

As for the King's coming Into the Country; on Monday 
come fortnight he will lie at the Abbej of Stratford, and fo to 
Chelmsford ; then to Sir Thomas Montgomery's ; then to Heve- 
ningham ; then to Colchefter ; then to Ipfwich ; then to Bury ; 
then to Dame Anne Wingfield's, and fo to Norwich ; and there 
will he be on 5 Palm Sunday Even 5 and fo tarry there all 
^ Eafter, and then to ^ Walfingham ; wherefore ye had need to 
warn William Gogney and his Fellows to purvey them of wine 
enough, for every man beareth me in hand, that the Town 
(hall be drank dry as York was, when the King was there. 

Sir,.Mafter Sampfon recommend him imto you, and he hath 

* loth of April, i474« 

' I fuppofcy to pay ^s Devotions to the Image of our Lady there« 

Vol. II. Y fent 
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fende yow a rynge be Edmonde Dorman and befydys that he 
requeryd me to wryte on to yow y* it were heft for yow to 
pVey yow of fome Gentyl meny thynges ageyns the Kyngs 
comyng for fuere he well brynge yow Gefts I now and therforc 
p'uey yow y'aftyr. Alfo he fendythe yow worde that it is my 
Lords mende y^ my Syft* w* all other godely folkys y abowt 
fcholde acompeny w^ Dame ^ Elfebethe Calthrop becaufe there 
is noo grete Lady ther abowte ageyns the Kyngs comynge 
for my Lorde hathe made grete bofte of the fey re and goodc 
Gentylwomen' of y* cotre and fo the Kynge feyd he wolde 
fee them fure. 

Syl: my Lorde hathe fente on to y^ moft p'te of the Gentyl 
men of EflTex to wayte upon hym at Chelmnysford where as 
he en ten dy the to mete w* the Kynge and y^ tlfby be well 
apoyntyd y^ y* Lankefchere men may fee y^ ther be Gentyl- 
men of as grete fobeftaunce y^ y** be able to bye alle Lan- 
kefcher' men thynke that ye. amonge yow wol doo y* fame. 
Yo' Contre is gretely boftyd of and alfo the Inabytors of the 
fame. I befeche you to remembr my hors that ye p'mifyd me. 

God kepe yow. Wretyn at Schene in hafte y* vij day of 
Marche w* the hande of yo' brodyr. 

^ Wpnm ^ailan. 

21 1 by 8. 

Paper Mark^ 
A UnioorD* 
PI. XI. N? 14. 

* Widow of Sir John Calthorpi and Daughter of Roger Wentwortb, Eiqtiire» 
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fent you a Ring by Edmond Dorman ; and befides that, he 
required me to write unto you, that it were beft for you to 
purvey you of fome Gentlemeny [Gentlemanlike] Things againft 
the King's coming, for fure he will bring you Guefts enough, 
and therefore purvey you thereafter. Alfo, he fendeth you word, 
that it is my Lord's mind, that my Sifter, with all other goodly 
Folks there about, (hould accompany with Dame ' Elizabeth 
Calthrop, becaufe there is no great Lady there about, againft 
the King's comings for my Lord hath made great boaft of 
the fair and good Gentlewomen of the Country ; and fo the 
King faid, he would fee them fure. 

Sir, my Lord hath fent unto the moft part of the Gentlemen 
of Effcx to wait upon him at Chelmsford, whereas he intendeth, 
to meet with the King, and that they be well appointed, that 
the Lancafliire men may fee, that there be Gentlemen of fo 
great fubftance that they be able to buy all Lancafliire. Men 
think that ye among you will do the fame. 

Your Country is greatly boafted of, alfo the Inhabitors of 
the fame. I befeech you to remember my horfe that you 
promifed me. God keep you. 

Written at Sheene in hafte, the 7th day of March, with the 
hand of your Brother. 



! WILLIAM PASTON. 



Sheen, 
Monday, 7th of March, 

1473, he^iv. 



Autograph. PI, t. N^ 13. 

Y 2 J. E T. 
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"To John Fajlon Efquyer at Norwychcj or 7*0 Roofe dwelfyfig 
i^or Mefirejfe Pq/lonys Gate in Norwych. 

RYGHT wyrlhypful and weell belovyd brother I re- 
comaunde me to yow letyng yow weet y« I have comonyd 
w' yowr fFrcende Dawnfon and have receyvyd yowr^Rynge off 
hym and he hathe by myn advyce fpoken w^ * hyr ij tymes he 
telly the me off hyr delyng and anfwers whyche iff they wer 
acordyng to hys feyng a ffeynter Lover than ye wolde and weell 
aghte to take therin greet comffort fo y* he myght haply flepe 
y* werfe iij nyghtys afftr. And fuche delyng in parte as was 
bytwyen my Lady W, and yowr ffreende Danfon he wrote me 
a by He theroff whyche I fende yow herw^ and thaty* longyt he 
to me to doo therin it (hall nott ffayle to leeve all other byfynefle 
a parte. Neu'thelefle w4n iij dayes I hope fo to deele herin, 
y^ I fuppofe to fette yow in ferteynte hoghe y^ ye fhall fynde 
hyr ffor evyr her afFtr. It is fo as I undreftande y* ye be as 
befy on yowr fyde ffor yowr ffreende Dawnfon wheer as ye be 
1 praye God fende yow bothe goode fpede in thees werkys 

I have given the former part of this Letter as a fpecimen of the free and eafy epidolaiy 
ftyle of an age which we are too apt to confider as almofl entirely illiterate ; on a fimilar 
fubjedk a modern Gentleman could fcarcely have expreffed himfelf in eafier termS) or 
with more propriety, though in one inftance perhaps with more politeneis. 

whyche 
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LETTER LXI. 

To John Pafton^ E/qmrCy at Norwich^ or T*o Roofe, dwelling 
afore Mts. Pqjloris GatCj in Norwich. 

Tl IGHT worfliipful and well beloved Brother, I recommend 
-**^ me to you, letting you weet, that I have communed 
with your friend Dawnfon, and have received your Ring of him, 
and he hath by mine advice fpoken with ' her two times ; he 
telleth me of her dealing and anfwers, which if they were ac- 
cording to his faying, a fainter Lover than ye would, and well 
ought to, take therein great comfort, fo that [even though] he 
might haply fleep the worfe three nights after. 

And fuch dealing in part as was between my Lady W. 
and your friend Danfon he wrote me a bill thereof, which 
I fend you herewith ; and that that longeth to me to do therein, 
it (hall not fail to leave all other bufmefs apart ; neverthelefs 
within three days, I hope fo to deal herein, that I fuppofe to 
fet you in certainty how that ye (hall find her for ever here- 
after. 

It is fo, as I underftand, that ye be as bufy on your fide 
for your friend Dawnfon, whereas [if] ye be, I pray God fend 
you both good fpeed in thefe works, which if they be brought 

■ I do not know to whom this refers ; it relates to fome Lady to whom he then paid 
hisaddreffes, (the Lady W, after mentioned I fuppofe) and who by tlic next Letter ap- 
pears to be Lady Walgravc, widow of Sir Richard Walgravc, Knight. 

about. 
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whyche ifF they be browte abowtc iche off yowc is moche 
beholden to other, yit were it pyte y' fuche crafty wowers a$ 
yq be bothe fcholde fpeede weell, but iff yc love trewly. 

It'm as ffor Stoftons Doghtr fhe (hall be weddyd in hafte 
to Skeerne as fhe tolde hyrfelffe to my * Sylkemayde whyche 
makyth perte off fuche as fhe fhall weer, to whom fhe brake 
hyr harte and tolde hyr y^ fhe fholde have hadde Maft' Paflon 
and my Mayde wende it had been I y^ (he fpeke off 5nd w' moor 
y^ the fame Meft*^ Paflon kome wher fhe was w^ xx men and 
wolde have ' taken hyr aweye. I tolde my mayde y^ fhe iyed 
off me and y* I neu' fpake w' hyr in my lyff ner y^ I wolde not 
wedde hyr to have w^ hyr iij°^ marke. 

It'm as for Ebortons dowghtr my brother Edmonde fcythe y^ 
he herde neu' moor fpeche y'off fyns yowr dep'tyng and y^ ye 
wolde y* he fholde nott breke nor doo no thynge thcrin but iff 
it come off theer begynnyng. 

It'm I had anfwer ffrom my ♦ Lorde y^ he is my fpeciall 
goode Lorde and y^ by wryghtyng and as ffor Bernaye hefette 
hym in hys owne wags ffor my fake and y^ whan fo eu' I come 
to Caleys I fhall ffynde all thyng ther as woU have it and rather 
bett' than it was heretoffor. 

It'm, y« Kyng come to y»» towne on wednyfdaye as ffor the 

^ A perfon who made Gowns of S3k, &c. for both men and women, as appears fix>m 
the manner in which fhe is here mentioned. 

' This was a method fometimes pra^tifed, being conlboant to the martial gallantry 
ot the times. 

1 Frenfhe 
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about, each of you is much beholden to other ; yet were it 
pity that fuch crafty Wooers, a? ye be bothj (hould fpeed wdl, . 
but if [unlefs] ye love truly. 

Item, as for Sto£toa's Daughter, (he (hall be wedded in hafte 
to Skeerne, as (he told herfelf to my • Silkmaid, which maketh 
part of fuch as (he (hall wear, to whom (he broke [opened] 
her heart, and told her, that (he (hould have had Mafter Pafton, 
and my Maid wend [thought] it had been I that (he fpoke of; 
and with more [moreover] that the fame Mafter Pafton come 
where (he was with 20 men, and would have 3 taken her away ; 
I told my Maid that (he lied of me, and that I never fpoke with 
her in my life, nor that I would not wed her to have with her 
3000 Marks (2000/.) 

Item, as for Eberton*s Daughter, my brother Edmond faith, 
that he heard never more fpeech thereof fmce your departing, 
and that ye would that he (hould not break, nor do nothing 
therein but if [unlefs] it came of their beginning. 

Item, 1 had anfwer from my * Lord that he is my (pe- 
cial good Lord, and that by writing ; and as for Bemay he 
fet him in his own Wages for my fake, and that whenfo- 
ever I come to Calais, I (hall find all thing there as I would 
have it, and rather better than it was heretofore. 

Item, the King came to this Town on Wednefdayj as 

♦ I am not certain whether the Duke of Norfolk is here meant, or Lord Haftyngs the 
then Governor of Calais* 

for 
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Frenflie ^ Embaffate y^ is heer they come nott in y Kynges 
prefence by lykehod fFor men feye y' y* chyeff off them is 
he y' poyfonyd bothe y* Duke off Berry and the Duke off 
Calabr. 

It*m ther was neu* mor lyklyhod y* y* Kyng (hall goo ovyr 
thys next yer than was nowe. 

I praye yow remembre y^ I maye have Y Pewter veffell heddr 
by y" next karyer by the lattr ende off thys weke. 

It'm I praye yow remembr fo y* I may have the bokys by 
the fame tyme whyche my Moodr feyde (he wolde fende me 
by the next carier* 

Wretyn at London y* fondaye y*" xx daye off Novembr 

^ E. nij**. xuij*. 

iijby8|. 

' For the better underftandiog of this curious Anecdote, which refledts honour on King 
Cdwardy both as a Sovereign Prince, and a man, it will be neceifary to inform the 
Reader, than in 1472, Lewis XL King of France, finding himfelf drawn into a war with 
the Duke of Burgundy, in order to bring about a marriage between bis brother Charles, 
Duke of Berry and Guienne, and Mary, the Daughter and Heir of that Duke, em- 
ployed proper Perfons to deflroy his Brother, and by that means to extricate him from 
thefe troubles. 

The death of the Duke of Berry was efie^ed by a (low poifon, of which he died in 
^^^7i 147^1 ^S^ ^boxLi 26 years. 
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for the French s Ambaffade [Embajfy] that is here, they come 
not in the King's Prefence, by likelihood, for men fay, that 
the Chief of them is he that poifoned both the Duke of Berry 
and the Duke of Calabria* 

Item, there was never more likelihood that the King fliould 
go over fea this next year than was now. 

I pray you remember that I may have the Pewter veffel by 
the next Carrier by the latter end of this week. 

Item, I pray you remember fo that I may have the Books 
by the fame time, which my Mother faid fhe would fend me by 
the next Carrier. 

Written at London, the Sunday the 20th of November, in 
the 14th year of Edward IV. 

f JOHN PASTON, KnighL 

London, 
Sunday, 20th of November, 
1474, 14 £. IV. 

Maty, the richeft Heirefs of her time, was bom in 1457, and by her father, the 
Duke of Burgundy, was promifed in marriage to various Potentates, and amongft the reft 
to Nicholas of Anjou, Duke of Calabria and Lorrain. This Prince died in Auguft^ 
1473, aged about 25, here laid by poifon, admimftercd by the iame hand that took off 
the Duke of Berry. 

^ Autograph. PI. iv. N® 9. - 
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To John Pafton Efq'er. 

BROTHER I recomaunde me to yow letyng yow weete 
y' I have lyke as I p'myfyd yowe I have doon my devoyr 
to know my Lady WalgVes ftomacke v^^hyche as God helpe me 
and to be pleyn to yowe I ffynde ii\ hyr no mat' nor cawfc y^ I 
rayght tak comf&t oflf fche will in nowyfe receyve ner kepe 
yowr rynge w^ hyr and yit I tolde hyr y* fhe fcholde not be any 
thynge bownde therby but y^ I knew by yowr herte ofF olde y' 
I wyft weel ye wolde be glad to fForber the lefveft thynge y^ ye 
had in the wo ride whyche myght be dayly in her prefence y^ 
Ihotde caWfe hyr onys on a daye to remembr yow but itt wolde 
not be. She wolde nott therby as (he feyde putte yow ner kepe 
yow in any comfFort therby. And mor ovyr (he preyed me y* 
I (holde neu' take labor moor heer in (For (he wolde holde hyr 
to (uche anfwer as (he hadd geven yow to fFoor, wherw* (he 
thowght bothe ye. and I wolde have holde us contente had nort 
been the words ofF hyr Suft GeneffyefF. 

When I undreftood all thys and that ou' nyght (he bad hyr 
y^ weent bytwyen hyr and me byd me brynge w^ me hyr 
' Mu(keball whyche &c. than I aftr all thys axid iiF (he weer 
dyfpleafyd w' me (For it and (he feyde naye. 

Wc are in this Letter brought acquainted with the manners of the time. The Lady 
fhews herfelf a woman of honour, and above giving hope when fhe meant not to encou- 
rage the addreflesof J. Pafton. She was the widow of Sir Richard Walgrave, knight, a 
Yorkift, who was with the Earl of Kent at the taking of the town of Conquet, and the 
jflc of Rh^ ; he died young, and was fuccecdcd by his brother Sir Thomas Walgrave. 

Than 
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LETTER LXn. 

"To John Pajlon^ Efqulre. 

O 

R O T H E R, I recommend me to you, letting you weet, 

that I have, like as I promifed you I have, done my en- 
deavour to know my Lady Walgrave's ftomach [r^/«//d?«], which, 
as God help me, and to be plain to you, I find In her no matter 
nor caufe, that I might take comfort of. 

She will io no wife receive, nor keep your Ring with her, 
and yet I told her that fhe (hould not be any thing bound thereby; 
but that I knew by your heart of old, that I wift well ye would 
be glad to forbear the leveft \deareji\ thing that ye had in the 
world, which might be daily in her prefence, that fhould caufe 
her once on a day to remember youj but it would not be, flie 
would not.thereby, as fhe faid, put you, ftor keep you in any 
comfort thereby. 

And moreover fhe prayed me, that I fhould never take labour 
more herein, for fhe would hold her to fuch anfwer as fhe had 
given you tofore ; wherewith fhe thought both ye and I would 
have held us content, had (It) not been {Jor) the words of her 
Sifter Genevieve. 

When I underftood all this, and that over night fhe bad her 
that went between her and me, bid me bring with me her 
« Mulkbali which, &c. then I after all this alked if fhe were 
difpleafed with me for it, and fhe faid, nay. 

» This Muflcball, or ball of perfume, feems to have been taken from La^y Walgrave 
by Sir John Paflon (PI. iv. N® 10.) in a jefting manner, to fend to his brother, as a prc- 
fent from her. 

Z % Then 
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Than I tolde hyr that I had nott fent it yowe fFor fynne ofF 
my fowle and fo I tolde hyr all how I had wretyn to yow why 
that I wold nott fende it yow by cawfe I wyft wecll ye (holde 
have flepyd the werfe, but nowe I tolde hyr as God helpe me 
y^ I wolde fende it yow and gyffe yow myn aavyfe nott to hope 
ovyr moche on hyr whyche is ovyr harde an hertyd Lady fFor a 
yonge man to tryft on to whyche I thowght y^ ffor all my words 
ye cowde nott ner wolde nott do ffor all myn advyce. 

Yitt ageynwards (he is nott dyfplealyd nor fforbad me nott 
but that ye fholde have the kepyng off hyr Mulkball wherffor 
de ye w^ itt as ye lyke I wolde it hadd doon wecl by Good I 
ipake ffor yow foo that in ffeythe I trowe I kowde nott feye fo 
weel ageyn. 

Wherffor I fende yow herwV yowr Rynge and the onhappy 
Muikeball. Alfo make ye mat' off it herafftr as ye kan, I am 
nott happy to wow nowther ffor my felff ner noon other I tolde 
hyr all y"" p'ceffe off the Lorde * Howarde and off yowr grewnds 
as I kowde all helpys nott. 

{Here follows fome difpkafure at his Uncle WilUanCs proceedings 
in matters between tbem^ &c. of no confequence.) 

I her no worde off my veffell ner off my Boks I mervayll. 
No mor. Wretyn at London the xj daye of Decembr A* 

9 by 6. 

fart of the Paper Mark, 
Wheels, &c. 
PI. X. N<* 9. 

* He was afterwards Puke of Norfolk,. 
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Then I told her, that I had not fent it you, for fin of my 
foul ; and fo I told her all, how I had written to you, why that 
I would not fend it you, becaufe I wift well ye ihould have 
fleeped the worfe ; but now, I told her, as God help me, that 
I would fend it you, and give you mine advice not to hope 
over much on her, which is over hard an hearted Lady for a 
young man to truft unto; which I thought that for all my 
words, ye could not nor would not do for all mine advice. 

Yet againwards fhe is not difpleafed, nor forbid me not but 
that ye ihould have the keeping of her Muikball; wherefore do 
ye with it as ye like j I would it had done well by Good, I fpake 
for you fo, that in faith I trow I could not fay fo well again ; 
wherefore I fend you herewith your Ring, and the unhappy 
Muikball ; alfo make ye matter of it hereafter as ye can, I am 
not happy to woo neither for mjrfelf nor none other. 

I told her all the procefs of the Lord * Howard and of your 
grounds as I could, all helps not. 

{Here follows fome difpleafure at his Uncle WllUanis proceedings 
m matters between them^ &c. of no confequence.) 

I hear no word of my vefliel, nor of my Books ; I marveh 
No more. Written at London the nth day of December, in 
the 14th year of Edward .IV, 

JOHN PASTON, Knight. 

London, 

Sunday, nth of Dec. 
1474, 14E. IV. 
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To y Ryght worjhypfull John Pq/ion Efq^er at Norwychy or T^ 
hys modr Margreet Pq/ion in hys abfence in hajle. 

IRecomande me to yow praying yow hertely y* I maye have 
weetyng when y^ nly Lorde and Lady of NorfF fhalle be at 
London and howgh longe they (hall tery theer and in efpeciall 
my Lorde of Norff fFor uppon ther comyng to London wer it 
fFor me to be guydyd Neu'theleffe I wolde be foory to come theer 
but iff I neds moft I thynke it wolde be to yow ouyr erkfom a 
labor to folycyte the maters atwyen them and me but iff I weer 
theer myfelfFe wherffor iff ye thynke it be convenyent that I ^ 

com thyddr I praye yow fende me worde as haftely as ye maye 
and by what tyme ye thynke moft convenyent y^ I fliolde be 
theer and off all fuche coufforte as ye ffynde or heer off the 
towardneffe theroff. and when alfo y^ ye (hall be theer yowr felffe. 
For it is fo y^ as to morow I p'pofe to ryde in to Flaundrys to 
p'veye me off horfe and herneys. and p' cafe I fliall fee the 
affege at ' Nwfe er I come ageyn rff I have tyme, wherffor iff I 
fo doo by lyklyhod it woU be a xiiij dayes er I be heer ageyn 

and 

Though this Letter has no fignature, yet it is written by Sir John Paflon, Knight. 
PI. IV. N^ 9. 

The bufinefs' mentioned in the firfl part of this Letter, on which Sir John was fo 
anxious to attend the Duke and Duchefs of Norfolk, was relative to Caifter, &c. 

And 
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LETTER LXIIL 

To the right worjhipful John Pa/ion^ Efquire^ at Norwich^ or 
7*0 bis Mother Margaret Pqfton^ in his ahfence^ in hq/ie. 

I Recommend me to you, praying you heartily, that I yay 
have weeting [knowledge'] when that my Lord and Lady of 
Norfolk fhall be at London, and how long they fliall tarry there, 
and in efpecial my Lord of Norfolk ; for upon their coming to 
London were it for me to be guided ; neverthelefs I would be 
forry to come there but if \unlefs'] I needs muft. I think it 
would be to you over irkfome a labour to folieit the matters 
atween them and me, but if [unlefs] I were there myfclf ; 
wherefore, if ye think it be convenient that I come thither, I 
pray you fend me word as haftily as ye may, and by what time 
ye think moft convenient, that I fhould be there ; arid of all 
fuch comfort as ye find or hear of the towardnefs thereof, and 
when alfo that ye (hall be there yourfelf ; for it is fo that as to-* 
morrow I purpofe to ride into Flanders to purvey me of Horfe 
and Harnefs,* and percafe [perchance'\ I fliall fee the Siege of 
* Nuys ere I come again, if I have time ; wherefore, if I 
fo do, by likelihood it will be a 14 days ere I be here again ; 

And his journey into Flanders to purchafc horfe and harnefs, was in confequence of 
the Treaty cnte'red into between Edward and the Duke of Burgundy, which would be 
productive of a war with France. 

» Nuys, is a Town in Germany, in the circle of the Lower Rhine, and Eledoratc of 
Cologn, on the Weft fide of the Rhine. 

4 and 
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and afftr as I heer fFrom yowe and other ther uppon that at the 
next paflage and God woU I p'pofc to come ta London wardc 
God fende me goode fpede, in chefF fFor ]^ mat* above wretyn 
and fecondly fFor to appoynt w the Kyng and my Lorde fFor 
fuche retynwe as I Iholde have now in thees werrys in to 
Frawnce wherfFor I praye yow in NorfF and other places comon 
w^ fuche as ye thynke lykly ffor yow and me y^ ar dyfpofyd to 
take wags in Gentylmenns howfys and ellys wher fo yt we maye 
be the moor redy when y' nede is neu'theleffe at thys owr I 
wolde be gladde to have w' me deyiy iij or iiij mor than I have 
fuche as w^er lykly fFor I lakke off my retynwe y* I have neer 
fo many. I praye yow fende me fom tydyngs fuche as ye heer 
and howghe y^ my brother Edmonde dothe. 

For as ffor tydyngs heer ther be but ffewe faffe y^ the affegc 
laftyth ftylle by the Duke off Burgoyn affoor Nufe and the 
* Emptor hathe befegyd alfo not fferr from thefe a Caftell and an 
other town in lyke wyfe wher in y* Dukys men ben. And alfo 
y* Frenfhe Kynge men feye is comyn ryght to the wat' off 
3 Somme w' iiij"^ 4 fpers and fom men trowe y' he woU at y"" 
daye off brekyng off ^ trewfe or ellys byffoor fette uppon the 
Duks Contreys heer. When I heer moor I fliall fende yowe 
moor tydyngs. 

The Kyngs Inbaffators S" Thomas Mongom'e and y« ^ Maft' 

* Frederick III. of Auftria, Emperor of Germany, 
' A River running through Picardy, in France. 
4 Soldiers with armed Spears, &c« 

off 
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and after, as I he;ar.from you and others thereupon, that at the 
next paffage, and God will, I purpofe to come, to London ward : 
God fend me good fpeed ; in chief for the matter above written; 
and fecondly, for to appoint with the Kmg and my Lord, for 
jfuch Retinue as I fhould have now in thefe wars into France; 
wherefore I pray you in Norfolk, and other places, commune 
with fuch as ye think likely for you and me, that are difpofed to 
take wages in Gentlemen's Houfes and elfewhere, fb that we 
may be the more ready, when that need is ; neverthelefs at this 
liour, I would be glad to hare with nie daily three or four more 
than I have, fuch as were likely ; for I lack of my Retinue, 
that I have near fo many. 

I pray ^you fend me fome tidings^ fuch as ye hear, and how 
that my brother Edmund doth ; for as for tidings here, there be 
but few, fave that the Siege laftcth ftill by the Duke of Bur- 
gundy afore Nuy s, and the * Emperor hath befieged alfo, not 
far from thence, a Caftle, and another Town, in like wife, 
wherein the Duke's men be. 

And alfo, the French King, men fay, is coming nigh to the 
water of ' Somme with 4000 * Spears, and fome men trow 
[thmk] that he will, at the day of breaking of ^ Truce, or elfc 
before, fet upon the Duke's Countj-ies here. 

When I hear more, I fliall fend you more tidings. 

TheKing's Ambaffador Sir Thomas Montgomery and the • Maf- 

s ^his Tnice between Louis XI. Kmg of France, and the Duke of Burgundy, vna 
to be at an end in the begmning of the fummer in 147$. 

^ Dr. John Morton, afterwards Bilhop of EI7, Lord Chaocellor, Aithiyfliop of Can* 
terbury, and Cardinal. 

Vol. II. A a ter 
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off the Rolls be comyng homwards fFrotn '^ Nufe and as ffor mc 
I thynke y* I (holde be fek but iff I fee it. 

Syr John off Parre and Willm Berkeley com thys weye to^ 
Flaundrs ward to by them horfe and ! herneys and made S'. J- 
Parr goode cheer as I cowde ffor yowr fake and he toMe me 
y' ye made hym haulte cheer &c. at Norwyche. No moor^ 
Wretyn at Caleys the xvij dayc off Janeu' A® Edwardi iiij**. xiiij^. 

^ The Duke perjGiled in this Siege^ thou^^ the Enapcrpri with a large force, was ia the 
neighbourhood, much to his own difadvantage, as it prevented his meeting the King of 
fiogland f and at laft the Siege was railed on certain oondkions* 
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On the Back of the foregoing Letter is wraten fy Mrs. Margaret 
Pafon (PL II. N** 20.) to her Sony John Pa/ion, the foU 
lowing. 

JOHN PASTON I fend yow Godds blyffyng and myji letyng 
yow wete y* I hadd non er thys lettyr than on Sent Matheu? 
cvyn yf I myth a had an maffenger or thys tym I had Tent yt 
yow I con yow thank for y*' lettyr y^ ye fent to my Cofyn Cal- 
thorpp and me of the tydyngs I wold ye fliuld do foo mor as 
ye may remebyr y* I Ipak to yow for y* xx** li for xny Colyn 
Clcre fpek to yowr hunkyll therof and fend me an anfwer 

therof 
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ter of the Rdls be coming homeward from ^ Nuys, and as 
for me, I think that I (hould be lick but if [unlefj] I fee it. 

Sir John of Parrc and WiiHam Berkeley come this way to 
Flanders ward to buy them Horfe and • Harftefs, ind (I) made 
Sir J. Parr (as) good cheer as I could for your fake ; and he told 
me, that ye made him haulte [^gb] cheer, &c. at Norwich* 
No more. Written at Calais, the 17th day of January, in the 
1 4th year of Edward I V# 

Calais, 
Tucfday, 17th of January, 
1474, 14 E. IV. 

* This term implies armour. 



LETTER LXIV. 

On the back of the foregoing Letter^ is written by Mrs. Margaret 
Pqftony to her Son John Pqftony the following. 

JOHN PASTON, I fend you God's bleffing and mine^ letting 
you weet, that I had none ere this Letter than on Saint 
Matthew's even ; if I might have had a Meffenger ere this time 
I had fent it you ; I con you thank for the Letter that ye fent 
to my Coufin Calthorp and me of the tidings ; I would ye 
(hould do fo more. As ye may remember that I fpake to you 
for the 20I. for my Coufin Clere, fpeak t^) your Uncle thereof, 
and fend me an anfwer thereof in hafle. 

A a 2 And 



i8o b'RIGINAL LETTEItS. 

therof in haft and for y* » lyccns y^ I fpak to yow for to have 
y* Sacrement in my Chapcll yf ye cannot getyt of y« Bufshop of 
Norwych getyt of y* Bufshop of Caunterbery for y^ ys moft fwyr 
for all plafe God kepe yow. Wretyn on Mydlent Sunday, 

< We are here informed that the Archbifliop's Licence was preferable to diat of the*. 
DiocelaDt and feemed to hare greater< FriTileges annexed to it. 
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To the right worjhipjffull ST. John P aft on knyght in hajte.. 

IGHT welbeloved Sone &c. ("thB chief fart of thii 
Letter relates to Sir John Pafton\ private affairs^ his 
rents and lands ^ and informs him that WiUiam Jemey had entered 
into Holme^halle in Filly in the. ryght and titell <f his Douterlawt 
weche was Bt^s Doughter^ ^c.} 

As for tidyngs here in this Contre we have non but that the 
Contry is bareyn of money and y* my Lady of ' Yorke and all 
her howfold is here at Sent * Benctts and p'pofed to abide there 

ftiUe 

» Cecily, Duchefs of York, Daughter of Ralph Neville, Earl of Weftnaoreland, was 
the Widow of Richar*Plantagenet,. Duke of York, and Mother of King Edward IV. &c. 

She died in i49$» aod wis bnried near her holband in the college of Fotheringay. 

* The Abbey of St. Bennet at Holm was fituated in the pariih of Homing in Norfolk, 
in ^midftof a now drearj wttdt fditary marfh, not Kkely to be chofen for the whole- 
fomenels of the air.. 

The 
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And for the ! L4cence that I fpake to you, for to have the 
Sacrament in my Chapel, if ye cannot get it of the Bifliop 
of Norwich, get it of the Bifhop of Canterbury, for that is 
moft fure for all places. 

God keep you. Written on Midlent Sunday- 

Midlent Sunday, 
cth of March, 1474^ 
iSE.IV. 



LETTER LXV. 

"To the right worjhipful Sir John Pqfton, Knight^ in hajie. 

RIGHT well beloved Son, &c. (the chief part of this Letter 
relates to Sir John Pajions private affairs^ bis rents and 
hindsy and it informs him that William Jenney had entered into 
Holm Hall, in Filby^ in the right and title of his Dmghter in 
law, which was Boys^s Daughter , £?r.) % 

As for tidings here in this Country, we have none, but that 
the Country is barren of money ; and that my Lady of * York 
and all her Houfehold is here at Saint * Bennet's, and purpofed 

The remains of this once ^grand' and mitred Abbey, are now very fmall, (tending in 
the midft of a level marfh, interfered by a great number of almoft ftagnant ditches. . 

I am however informed by a moft refpedable Gentleman^ whofe Seat is in the neigh- 
bourhood, that many of the Towns furrounding this fpot arc remarkable for tlie longevity 
of their Inhabitants. 

If fuch is the -effect of tliis air now, perhaps in the fldurilhing ftatc of the Abbey, if 
Ottfght be ftill more falubrioiis. 

to 
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ftille til the Kynge come from be yonde the i fee and lenger 
if fhe like the eyre ther as it is feide. 

I thynke ryght longe tille I here fom* tidyngs ♦ for you and 
from yo*^ bretherii I prey God fende you and al yo^ Company 
goode fpede in yo' Jorneys to his plcfure and to yo*" worfliippes 
and p'fights. Wreten at Mauteby on Sen Lawrens even the 
XV yere of the regne of Kyng E. the iiijth. 

11 by 9 |. 

3 He was at this time in France. 
* Quaere, frona ? 
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To S\ John Pq/lon knygbt lodgyd at the George by Powlys 

wherff in London. 

AFTYR all dwtcs of recomendacyon pleafe it yow to 
undyrftand that I have fpoken w^ my Lady fythe I 
wrot to yow laft, and (he told me that the Kyng had no fyche 
woordys to my Lord for Caft' as ye told me but (he feyth 
that the Kyng axid my Lord at hys dep'tyg fro Caleys how 
he wold deele w* Caft* and my Lord anfwerd nevyr a woord^ 

sC 
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to abide there ftill, till the King come from beyond the ^ Sea, 
and longer if (he like the air there, as it is faid. 

I think right long till I hear fome tidings ♦ for you and 
from your brethren. I pray God fend you, and all your Com- 
pany good fpeed in your Journies, to his pleafure, and to your 
worlhips and profits. 

Written at Maultby, on Saint Laurence's even, the 15th year 
of the reign of King Edward the IV. 

By your $ Mother. 

Mawtby, 

Thurfday, loth of Auguft, 
1475, IS E. IV. 

5 Margaret Pafton, Daughter and Heir of John Mawtby, Efquirc, and widow of 
JohnPafton, Efquirc, PI. 11. N^ 20. 



LETTER LXVI. 

7^0 Sir John Pafton^ Knight^ lodged at the George^ by PauFs 

Wharff^ in London. 

AFTER all duties of recomnjendation, pleafe it you to 
underftand, that I have Ipoken with my Lady Cnce I 
wrote to you laft; and flie told me that the King had no fuch 
words to my Lord for Caifter, as ye told me ; but flie faith, that 
the King alked my Lord at his departing from Calais, how he 
would deal with Caifter, and my Lord anfwered never a word. 

3 Sir 
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S\ W. » Brandon flood by and the Kyng axid hym what my 
Lord vvold do in that mater feyig that he had tomandyd hym 
he for tyme to meve my Lord w* that tnater and S\ W. Brandon 
gave the Kyng to anfwer that he had doone fb then the Kyng 
axid S% W. B. what my Lordys anfwer was to hym and S^ W. 
B. told the Kyng that my Lords anfwer was that the Kyng (hold 
as foone have hys lyfF as that place and then the Kyng axid 
my Lord whedyr he feyd fo or nought and my Lord feyd yee 
and the Kyng feyd not o nvoord ayen but tornyd hys bak 
and went hys wey, but my Lady told me and the Kyng had 
fpokyn any woord in the world aftyr that to my Lord, my 
Lord wold not have feyd hym nay And I have gevyn my 
Lady warnyg that I wyll do my Lord no more ferveys, but 
er we p'tyd ihe mad me to make hyr promefs that I (hold 
let hyr have Ttnowlege er I faftonyd myfelfF in eny other fer- 
vyffe and fo I dep*tyd and fye hyr not fynefs, nor nought p'pofe 
to doo tyll I fpek w* yow. 

I prey yow bryng home fome hattys w* yow or and ye come 
not haftyly fend me on, &c. and I fhall pay yow for it a Comb 
! Otys when ye come home. 

My Modyr wold feyn have yow at Mawtby fhe rode thydyr 
ought of Norwyche on fat*day laft; paft to pVey yo"^ lodgyg redj 
ayenft yo' comyg. 

This Letter records a moft curious coaverfation between the King^ the Diike of 
Norfolk, and Sir ^^am Brandon, relative to Caifier* 

' Sir William Brandon was hibcz of Charles BrandoQ, afterwards created Diike of. 
Suffolk. 

1 have 
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Sir W. 'Brandon flood by, and the King aflced him, what 
my Lord would do in that matter ; faying, that he had com- 
manded him before time to move my Lord with that matter^ and 
Sir W. Brandon gave the King to anfwer, that he had done fo ; 
then the King alked Sir W. B. wh^t my Lord's anfwer was 
to him, and Sir W. B. told the King, that my Lord's anfwer 
was, that the King fhould as foon have his life as that place ; 
and then the King alked my Lord, whether he faid fo or not, 
and my Lord faid, yea. And the King faid not one word 
again, but turned his back, and went his way ; but my Lady 
told me, and [tf] the King had fpoken any word in the 
world after that to my Lord, my Lord would not have faid 
him, nay. 

And I have given my Lady warning that I will do my Lord 
no more fervice ; but ere we parted, fhe made me to make 
her (a) promife, that I (hould let her have knowledge ere I 
ftiftened myfelf in any other fervice ; and fo I departed, and 
fee her not fince, nor nought purpofe to do, till I fpeak 
with you. 

I pray you bring home fome Hats with you, or and [if] 
ye come not haftily, fend me one, &c. and I (hall pay you for it 
a Comb (of^ * Oats, when ye come home. 

My Mother would fain have you at Mawtby ; fhe rode thither, 
out of Norwich oh Saturday laft paft, to purvey your lodging 
ready againf): your coming. 

* In 1475, ^ CoTBb of Oats fold for iid. we have therefore the value of a Hat in 
tins reign. 

Vol. !!• B b 1 have 
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I have been lyght s feek ayfcn fythe 1 Wroctc to yow Iftft arid 
tbys fame day have I ben peffyg feck it wyll not ought of 
thy flomak bj Up me^i I am undon I may not ete balff I aough 
when I have moft hungyr I am fo vrcU ^ettyd aiKl yet it wyil 
not be God fend yow heele for have noil iij dbyes to gedyr do 
the beft I can. 

Wretyn at Norwyche the monday neit bd for Seynt ♦ Simono 
and Jude A®. E. iiij jcvs [ 

II I by 7 |. 

' I have put in thitf account of hit ficknefi, to fhow the fenfible method prefcribed 
for bis rccoveiy, by dieting hint ^^ deliarring him from modi victuals. 



H € X X € IS %m33^ 

TRis Letter has no Dire^ion, but it is written either To John 
Pq/lon Efquier or Margaret Pqfioff* 

LY K E it yow to weetc y' not in 3^*^ moft happy fcafon 
fFor me it is fo ffortunyd y^ wher as my Lorde off 
* NoirfEjIke yift*daye beying in goode h«ele thys rkygbt dytd 

TMy Letter, ftc^a w, how aodious our AriceftoYs ^tt't^ that every' due mafic of 
Diftinftion, according to his rank^ fhouki be paid to the Coq)fe of » Noblbotan. Thdy 
feemed moreover to think every attention of that fort not only for the honour of the de- 
ceafedy but likewtie conducive tt> the future happinef? of his SouL 

In this enlightened age we ibaile at the fuperflitious part of this eagpr cenoem for 
external parade ; but I own, I thitlk that all Ferfons of Rank and Fortune fliould be 
borne to the Grave with thofe Marks of Honour and IMindion^ Wiliohr weril dOtt to' their 
Rank in the Community, in which they lived; and not fent to the family Vault 
(^ocording to the prefent fafhion of the tiroes) unmoumed and unattesded^ 

Subordination, in every Government, is neceflary for the well being of the whole ; and 
that this fhould be effectually prefen^ed, thofc dignified Diftindions, which modem 
manners feem too much to negledt, are abfolutelyneceffary, . . 

abowte 



EDWARD IV. 187 

. l have been right s fick again fince I wrote to you laft, and 
this fame day have I been paffing fick ; it will not out of my 
ftomach by no mean, I am undone I may not eat half enough, 
when I have moft hunger, I am fo well dieted, and yet it will 
not be. God fend you heele [health']^ for (7) have none three days 
together, do the bqft I can. 

Written at Norwich, the Monday next before Saint ^ Simon 
and Jude, in the 15th year of Edward IV. 

5 JOHN PASTON. 

Norwich, 
Monday, 23dofOftobcr, 
147 J, isE.IV. 

♦ 28th of Oaobcr. 

5 Autograph. PI. iv. N° la. 



LETTER LXVU. 

^is Letter has no Dire^ion^ but it is written either To John 
Pq/ion^ E/quire^ or Margaret Pa/Ion. 

LI K £ it you to weet, that not in the moft happy feafon 
for me, it is fo fortuned, that whereas my Lord of 
' Norfolk, yefterday being in good health, this night died about 

' John Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk, [&c. was retained by Edward IV. to fcrve him 
in his. wars in France, in 1473; ^^ married Elizabeth, Daughter of John Talbot, firft 
£arlof Shrewibury, and died fuddenly at his CafHe of Framlingham, on the 17th of 
January, 147$, 15 E. IV. and was buried in the Abbey Church of Thetford, in Norfolk. 

He left an only Daughter and Heir, Anne, married in her early age to Richard Plan- 
tagenett Duke of York, who dying without iiTue, the great Poileilions and Honours of 
this noble Family came to Sir John Howard, Knight, Lord Howard, whofe Mother 
.TVis a Si^r and Coheir of Thomas Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk. 

B b 2 midnight. 
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abowte mydnyght wherfFor it is fFor alle y^ lovyd: hytn to doo 
and helpe nowc that that maye be to hys honoure and weell 
to hys Sowele. And it is foo y^ thys centre is nott weell 
pVeyd off Clothe off Golde ffor the Coveryng fFor hys bodye 
and herfe wherftbr eu*y man helpyng to hys power I puttc the 
• Cowncell off my Lorde in cowmffort y* I hoped to gete one 
ffor that daye if it weer fo y' it be nott broken or putt to 
other ufe. 

Wherffor pleafe it yow to fende me worde iff it be fo y^ ye 
have or kan kom by the Clothe off Tyflywe y^ I bowte ffor 
our ffaders tombe and I undretake it (hall be faffyd ageyn 
ffor yowe on hurt at my perell I deeme herby to gete greet 
thanke and greet affyftence in tyme to come and that owther 
Syme or Motlier Brown maye deliu' it me to morow by vij off 
y* clokke. 

It'm as ffor other means I have fente my fervaunt Richard 
Toring to London whyche I hope (hall brynge me goode 
tydyngs ageyn and w* in iiij dayes I hope to fee yowe. 

Wretyn on wednyfdaye xvij daye off Janyver A"^. E. iiij^* xv'. 

8|bysJ. 

^ Thofe Officers of the Duke's Houfehold, who compofed his Council, were in attend- 
ance at Framltngham, or they could not fo immediately have been called together, as his 
death was fo very fudden. 

Such was the magnificence of our ancient Nobility, that 'their Hojufeholds were efta* 
blifhed on the plan of a Court. Like fuch royal Eflabliihments, they had their Council, 
Comptroller, Chamberlam, Treafurer, &c. &c« The Council of the Duke of Norfolk 
muft therefore have been attending in the houfe where he refided. 

See the Earl of N^tbumicriamPs Houfebold Book^ (Sfc. 
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midnight, wherefore it is for all that loved him to do and 
help now that, that may be to his honour, and weal to his 
Soul; and it is fo, that this Country is not well purveyed 
of Cloth of Gold for the covering for his Body and Herfe ; 
wherefore every man helping to his power, I put the * Council 
of my Lord in comfort, that I hoped to get one for that day, 
if it were fo that it be not broken, or put to other ufe ; 
wherefore pleafe it you to fend* me word if it be fo, that ye 
have, or can come by the Cloth of Tiflue, that I bought for 
our Father's Tomb, and I undertake it fhall be faved again 
for you unhurt at my peril ; I deem hereby to get great thanks, 
and great affiftance in time to come ; and that either Sym or 
Mother Brown may deliver it me to-morrow by {evtn of the 
clock. 

Item, as for other means, I have fent my fervant Richard 
Toring to London, which I hope (hall bring me good tidings 
again, and within four days I hope to fee you. 

Written on Wednefday the 17th day of January, in the 15th 
year of Edward IV. 



3 JOHN PASTON, Knight, 



Framlinghaxn, 
Wcdncfday, 17th of January, 
1475, 15E.IV. 



>47S» '5 
^ Autograph. PI, iv, U^ 9, 
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^0 John Pajhn Effer at Norwyche be thys delyiiyd. 

IRecomaunde me to yow letyng yow weete y^ I was infFormyd 
by Ric Radle f on Scarlett f was UndrefcheryfF to ' Haft- 
yngs wolde fywe to me on yowr behalfF fFor that ye weer 
dyfpleafyd w^ a ret^'ne off * Nichill uppon yow in y* feyde 
Haftyngs tyme wherfFor Ric Radle thoghte y' the feyde Scarlett 
wolde be gladde to gyfF yow a Noble or a Riall ffor a Sadell to 
amends fo y^ ye wolde feafe and ftoppe the bylle whyche ye 
entende to putt into y^ corte ageyn hys Maft* Haftyngs. 

Wherflfor the feyde Scarlett com to me and prayed me to helpe 
in the fame and fo I have don my devoir to fFeele off hym the 
moft y^ he can ffynde in hys ftomake to dep't w^ to pleafe 
yow and in conclufyon I trowe he (hall gyff yow a doblett 
clothe off Sylke p'ce xx* or y'about whyche uppon fuche 
anfweer as I heer ffrom yowe I deme y' Byfshop the Ator- 
nye (hall iff I conclude w* hym on yowr behalve paye in mony 
or otherwyfe to whom y^ ye woU a(fynge heer. 

I have given the whole of this Letter as conveying to us fome information relative 
to the ordinary tranlacStions of the times. 

The Anecdote of the Duke of York's marrying Anne, the Daughter of the deceafed 
Duke of Norfolk, depending on the Duchefs (who appears to have been left with chil^ 
at the Duke's deceafe^'not having a Son, is I believe both 'new and curious, and fliows 
us that Alliances as well in thofe days as at prefent, were eflimated according to the 
poiTeffions and pecuniary advantages they brought with them. 

I I (hall 
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To John Pq/lon^ Efquire^ at Norwich^ be this delivered. 

I Recommend me to you, letting yow weet, that I was in- 
formed by Richard Radle, that one Scarlett, that was Under- 
flierifF to * Haftyngs, would fue to me on your behalf, for that 
ye were difpleafed with a Return of * Nichil upon you in the. 
faid Haftyngs* time; wherefore Richard Radle thought that 
the faid Scarlett would be glad to give a Noble (6j. 81/.) or a 
Rial (lOs. oJ.) for a Saddle to amends, fo that ye would ceafe 
and ftop the bill, which ye intend to put into the Court 
againft his Mafter Haftyngs. 

Wherefore the faid Scarlett came to me, and prayed me to 
help in the fame, atid fo I have done my devoir [ endeavour ] 
to. feel of hinrt the moQi he can find in his ftonrach to depart 
with to pleafe you ; and in eonclufion I troW, he ftiall ^ive you 
i Doublet Cloth of filk^ frice 20s. or thereabout; which upon 
llich anfwet as I hear from you, I dfeem tbit Bi/hop the 
Attorney fi\all, if I conclude with him on your behalf, pat 
in money ot otherwife, to whom that ye will affign here. 

■ John Hallyngs was Sheriff of Norfolk the preceding year. 

* Nihils or Nichilff, are ilhies which tlie Sheriff tliat is appofed in the Exchequer fays, 
ape nothing ivortb and illcviable, through the infufficiency of the Parties from whom 
due. 

I fliall 
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1 (hall by the means of Raddele weet at whoys fywte it 
was takyii owte. I deme it fom thynge doon by craffte by 
the means off them that have enlreffe in your lond to yentent 
to noyfe itt therys or to make yow paft fhame off the fel- 
lyng therofF. It'm I have receyvyd a lett' fFrom yowc wretyn 
on ty wefdaye laft, 

It'm v^'her y^ fom towards my Lady off NorfF' noyfe y* I dyd 
onkyndely to fende fo haftely to Caft* as I dyd, y' is no dyfcrete 
p'fon y* fo thynkyth, ffor if my Lorde hade ben as kynde to me 
as he myght have ben and acordyng to fuche hert and fervyce as 
my Grauntffadr my fFadr yowr felfF and I have owght and doon 
to my Lords off Norff * y' ded ben, and yitt iff I hadde weddyd 
hys Dowghtr, yitt moft I have doon as I dydde. 

And moor ovyr iff I had hadde any demyng off my Lordys 
Dethe iiij howrs or he dyed I moft neds but iff I wolde be 
knowyn a ffoole have en try d it the howr by ffor hys dycefle, 
but in effede theygh that in y* mater have alweys ment on- 
kyndely to me they ffeyne y' Rumor ageyn me, but ther is 
noon that ment truly to hym y* dede is y' wolde be fory y* 
I hadde itt and in efpeciall fuche as love hys fowle. 

It'm wher it is demyd y' my Lady wolde herafftr be the 
rather myn ♦hevy Lady ffor y' delyng I thynke y* (he is to 
refonable fo to be, ffor I did it nott onwyft to hyr Cowncell, 
y^ was no man thoght y* I (holde doo otherwyffe an as to feyt 
y* I myght have hadde my Ladyes advyce or lyve, I myght have 
tcryed yitt or I cowde have fpeken w* hyr, or yitt have hadde 

any 
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I (hall by the means of Radle weet at whofe fuit it was 
taken out ; I deem it fomething done by craft, by the means of 
them that have entrefle [intere/i] in your land, to the intent to 
noife it theirs, or to make you paft (hame of the felling thereof. 

Item, I have received a letter from you written on Tuefday laft. 

Item, where that [whereas] fome towards my Lady of Norfolk 
noife that I did unkindly to fend fo haftily to Caifter as I did ; 
there is no difcreet perfon that fo thinketh ; for if my Lord had 
been as kind to me as he might have been, and according to 
fuch heart [^goodwill] and fervice as my Grandfiather, my Father, 
yourfelf, and I, have ought and done to my Lords of Norfolk 
that dead been, and yet [even] if I 'had wedded his Daughter, 
yet muft I have done as I did ; and moreover, if I had had aiiy 
deeming of my Lord's death four hours ere he died, I muft 
needs, but if [un/efs] I would be known a Fool, have entered it 
the hour before his deceafe ; but in effeft, they that in that 
matter have always meant unkindly to me, they feign that 
Rumour againft me ; but there is none that meant truly to him 
that dead is, that would be forry that I had it, and in efpecial 
fuch as love his Soul. 

Item, where (as) it is deemed that my Lady would hereafter 
be the rather mine * heavy [unkimf] Lady for that dealing, I 
think that fhe is too reafonable fo to be, for I did it not unwift 
[unknown] to her Council ; there was no man thought that I 
Ihould do otherwife, and as to fay, that I might have had my 
Lady's advice and leave, I might have tarried yet, ere I could 
have fpoken with her, ' or yet have had any body to have 

* That is, bear hard upon me. 

Vol, II. C c moved 
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any body to have mevyd hyr y^on my behalvc as ye wotc 
I dydde what I cowde, Moreovyr I taryed by the advycc 
off S\ Rob^ WyngfFelde iij dayes y'j ffbr y^ he putte me iu 
comfiirt y* y* * Lord How^d and hys brother S'. John fholde 
have comen to Norwyche att whoys comyng he dowty4 nott ^ut 
y^ I fliolde have a goode dyre£toa takyn fTor me in that mat* 
they leyhe to me onkyndeneffe ffor ovyrkyndcnefie. 

It*m as ffor my Mat* heelr itt was thys daye beffoor alle the 
Lordes off the Cowntelle and amonge them all it was nott 
thowght y^ in my fendyng off Wjhetley thyddr in media'tly afftjr 
the dyceffe off y* Duke y^ I dalt onkyndly or onfyttyngly but y' 
1 was moor onrefonably dalte w* wherffbr lat' men deme what 
they wylle gretteft clerkys are nott alweye wyfeft incu, but I 
hope haftcly to have on weye in it or other* 

It*m I wende to have ffbwnde a Gowne off" myn heer, but it 
come home the fame daye y^ I come owte bro.^ght by Herry 
Berker lod"^ I wplde in alle haft poffible liave that fame Gowne 
-off" ♦ puke ffurryd w* whyglit lambe. It'm Iwolde have my 
longe ruffett Gowne off y* ffrenftie ruffett in alle haft ffbr I 
have no Gowne to goo in hen 

lt*m Ipraye yow recomande me to my Moodr and lat us 
falle prey, God fende my Lady off Norff^ a Soone, for uppon y« 
jfcftythe moche mat* ffbr if the Kyngys * Soone mary my 

' Afterwardf Duke of Norfolk. 

♦ As it is probable that Sir John PafloB (PI. iv. N** 9.) would put on mourning for 
Ac Duke of Norfolk, if it was the cuiiom of the times, I fhould wiih to know whether 
Gowns of Puke and Ruflet colours were then uied on thoie occafions. 

Puck or Pouk is an old Gothic word fignifying the Devil, fee Pierce Plowmap, Spenfer^ 
-ftc* Hence Puke became fynonymous to black, or dark grey, and eonibquently might be 
ufed for mourning. In Barrett's AWeare 1580, it is explained as a colour between ruflet 
and black, and is rendered in Latin by PuUus. On Good Friday the Lord Mayor and 
Aldormen always wore thcvfewh^owtjis. 

2 Lords 
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moved her there on my behalf, as ye wot I did what I could ; 
Moreover T tarried by the advice of Sir Robert Wingfield three 
days there^ for that he put me in comfort that the Lord 
* Howard, and his brother Sir John, (hould have come to 
Norwich, at whofe coming he doubted not but that I fhould 
have a good direction taken for me in that matter, they lay 
to me unkindnefs for overkindnefs. 

Item, as for my matter here, it was this day before all the 
Lords of the Council, and among them all, it-was not thought, 
that in my fending of Wheatley thither, immediately after the 
deceafe of the Duke, that I dealt unkindly or unfittingly, but 
that I was more unreafonably dealt with ; wherefore, let men 
deem what they will, greateft Clerks are not always wifeft men ; 
but I hope haftily to have one way in it or other. 

Item, I wend [thought] to have found a Gown of mine here, 
but it come home the fame day that I come out, brought by 
Harry Berker Load' [carrier]. I would in all hafte poffible have 
that fame Gown of 4 puke furred with white Lamb. 

Item, I would have my long Ruffet Gown of the French 
Ruffet in all hafte, for I have no Gown to go in here. 

Item, I pray you recommend me to my Mother, and let us all 
pray God (to) fend my Lady of Norfolk a Son, for upon that 
refteth much matter ; for if the King's s Son marry my Lord's 

5 Richard Plantagenct, Duke of York, fccond Son of King Edward IV. in January 
1477, married Anne, fole Daughter and Heir of John Mowbray, late Duke of Norfolk. 
She died in her early years without iflue, and he is fuppofed to have been murdered by 
his Uncle the Duke of Glouccfter, in 1 483. 

The Duchefs of Norfolk therefore either mifcarried, or the Child died foon after its 
birth, as Anne was at her marriage fole Daughter and Heir of the Mowbray Honours and 
FoflefnoDf, 

C c 2 Daughter, 
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Lords Dowghtr the Kynge woldc y^ hys Soone (holde have a 
ffayr place in NorfF* thowhe he fholde gyffe me ij tymes y* 
valy we in other londe as I am doon to weete. I praye yow fcnde 
me worde off my Ladyes fpede as foone as ye kan. 

It'm as fFor Bowen I fhall fFele hym and fholde have doon 
thowghe ye hadde nott fente. 

It*m ther is ofFryd me a goode marriage for my Suft' Anne 
Skypw'thys fone and heyr ofF Lynkobiefhyre a man v or vj^ 
mrke by year. No mor. 

Wretyn at London y*" xxvij daye ofF Janjrver A^ E. iiij^. 

XV*. 

It*m my Lady oflf * Exceft* is dcd and it was feyde y' bothe y* 
olde Dywchefle off ^ Norff * and y* Cownteffe off * Oxenfibrdc 
weer ded but it is nott foo yitt. It'm I (hall remembr Caleyfe 
bothe for horfe and alle, &c. 

11 I by 10}. 

* Anne, Daughter of Richard, Duke of York, Sifter of Edward IV. and widow of 
Henry Holland, the laft Duke of Exeter, her firft hulband; ihe died 14th of January, 
147$, and lies buried with Sir Thomas Saint Leger, Knight, h^ fecond Hulband, in a 
priTate Chapel at Windfor., 
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Daughter, the King would that his Son (hould have a fair place 
in Norfolk, though he (hould give me two times the value in 
other land, as I am done to weet \^informei\. 

I pray you fend me word of my Lady's fpeed as foon as 
ye can. 

Item, as for Bowen I fhall feel him [found his inclination]^ and 
fhould have done, though ye had not fent. 

Item, there is offered me a good marriage for my Sifter Anne, 
Skipwith*s fon and heir of Lincolnshire, a man (of) 5 or 600 
marks {between 3 and 400/.) by the year. 

No more. Written at London the 27th day of January, in the 
15th year of Edv^ard IV* 

Item, my Lady of * Exeter is dead, and it was faid, that both 
the old Duchefs of ^ Norfolk, and the Countefs of * Oxford: 
were dead, but it is not fo yet. 

Item, I (hall remember Calais both for hor(e and all,. &c. 

London, 

Saturday, 27th of January,. 
147 St ijE'lV. 

7 Ellenor, only Daughter of William Bourchier, Earl of Ewe, in Normandy, aod 
widow of John Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk. 

• Margaret, Daughter of Richard Nevile, Earl of Salilbury, and wife of John dc 
Vere, Earl of Oxford, now a Prifoner m the Caflle of Hammes, in Picardy : or it may 
refer to Elizabeth, widow of the late Earl of Oxford, and daughter and heir of Sir Joha 
Howard, Knight,: 
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5l? Mejirejfe Margreie Pqftdn at Norwyche, or hyr Sone Jolk 
Pqfton efquyer and to et^ych off them. 

IRecoaidnde me to yowe, like it yow to weete y* I am nott 
fertaye yitt whether my * Lorde and I (hall come into Inge- 
londe y' weke byffoor Eftne or EUys the weke afFtr Eftnc 
wherfFor Moodr I befeche yow to take noo dylplefyr w^ me 
fFor my Idnge tarynge fFor I moft doo noon otherwyfe flbr 
dyfplcfyng off my Lorde. I was noo thynge gladde off thys 
jornaye iff I myght goodely have chofen neu*thelefle favyng 
y' ye hive cawfe to be dyfpleafyd w^ me ffor the mat' off Kokett 
I am ellys ryght gladde ffor I hope y* I ame fferre moor in ffavor 
w« my Lorde then I was to ffoor. 

It'm I fende yow brother John a Lett* herw^ whyche was 
broWte hyddr to Caleys ffirom y' George at Powles wharff I 
deme it comethe ffrom my brothfer Wat'. 

It*in iff 'ft etttentife hyddi-ewanle itt weer wfecU d^n y^ ye 
hygthed yowe ffor 1 fiippofe y* my Lorde williei take the vywc 

This Letter ftimifhes us with a curious Anecdote relative to Earl Rirers, who, we may 
fuppofe, had been on a Pilgrimage to Rome ; for Caxton tells us, that he was ** fbroetime 
«* ft^ vertuoufly occupied in goyng of Pilgrimagis :" he likewife procured ** greet and 
*< large indulgance and grace from our holy Fader the Pope'\ But it if plain, hit had 
Dot procured a papal Frote<5tion from Robben, 

off 
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fo Mrs. Margaret Pq/ioa, at Norwich^ or her Son JoIm 
Pqfton^ Efquire^ and to each of them. 

I Recommend me to you, like It you to wcet, that I am not 
certain yet whether my ' Lord and I fhall come into Eng- 
lahd the week before Eafter, or elfe the week after Eaftcr; 
wherefore. Mother, I befeech you to take no difpleafure with 
me for my long tarrying, for I muft do none otherwife for 
{fear of) difpleafing of my Lord. 

I was nothing glad of this journey, if I might goodly have 
chofen ; neverthelefs faving that ye have caufe to be difpleafed 
with me for the matter of Koketts, I am elfe right glad, for 1 
hope that I am far more in favour with my Lord than I was 
tofore. 

Item, I fend you. Brother John, a Letter herewith, which 
was brought hither to Calais, from the George at Paul's Wharf; 
I deem it coix^th :frpm jny brother Walter. 

■Item, if ye iptepd hitherwards, it were well done that ye 
hy^thed [hied] you, for I fuppofe that my Lord will take 

» Sir John Pafton (PI. iv. N® loO attended his Lord to Cahiis, on Saturday the 9th 
©f Inarch, ^8 appears by another Letter from him, dated the nth of March, 16 E. IV- 
and Written from Goiihes, where they then iiirere.*— *£after Sunday was dui year on the 
14th of Ap/il- 

the 
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off alle hys retynywe heer nowe byfFoor hys dep'tyng and 
J thynke y\.hp .woolde .te bett* coutentc w* ypwr comyng 
tnowe thaii an other tyme doo as ye thynke belt and as yc 
iiiaye. 

ilt*m wher Maft'. * Fytzwalt* made mcT tb.wjyght to yowe to 
advyfe yow to tarye I rcmytte thatt to yoWx dyicretion. 

As fFor tydyngs heer we her fFrom alle the worlde, fFyrft 
the Lorde Ryverfe was at Roomc right .weell and honor^ly 
and other Lords off Ynglonde as y* Lord 3 Hurmonde and y* 
Lord ♦ Scrope and at ther dep'tyng xij myle on thyfehalff 
Roome, the Lorde Ryverfe was robbyd off alle hys Jowelles 
and Plate whyche was worthe m'^ ^ mr'ke or bett' and is retornyd 
to Rome ffor a Remedy. 

It'm y* Duke of ^ Burgoyne hathe conqueryd Loreyn and 
Qune ' Margreet (hall nott nowe be lykelyhod have it wherffor 
the frenflie Kynge cheryfsheth hyr butt eafelye, but afftr thys 
conqueft off Loreyn the Duke toke grete corage to goo uppon 
the Londe off the Swcchys to conquer them butt the herded 
hym att an onfett place and hathe dyftruflyd hym and hathc 
flayne the moft parte off hys vanwarde and wonne all hys 

* In the lame Letter he tells his Brother that Maftcr Fitzwaltcr is Tcry anxious to have 
him renoain in Norfolk, and not come to Calais, as he and his Family are coming to 
their houfe at Attleborough to refide ; and that from Mafler Fitzwalter's difcourfe he 
found that it would be long ** er he fcholdc be wcry off yowr ezpenci off hoxfc or 
«* man," 

« Quaere, Lord Ormond ? 

♦ John, Lord Scroop, of Bolton, 

^ Allowing for 0ie difference of weight, and value of money between this and the 
prefent time, he loft to the amount of nearly 4000L 

Ordynauncc 
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the view of all his Retiaue here, now before his departing ; and 
1 think that he would be better content with your coming 
now, than another time; do as ye think befl:, and as ye 
may^ 

Item, "where (as) Mafter * Fytzwalter made me to write to 
you to advife' you to tarry, I remit that to your difcretion* 

As for tidings here, we hear from all the world, firft, the Lord 
Rivers was at Rome right well and honourably, and other Lords 
of England, as the Lord 3 Hurmonde, the Lord 4 Scrope, iand 
at their departing twelve piiles on this half RoIbc, the Lord 
Rivers was robbed of all his Jewels and Plate, which was worth 
looo * Marks (^666/. i^s. 4^.) or better, and is returned to 
Rome for a Remedy. 

Item, the Duke of * Burgundy hath conquered Lorrain, and 
Queen * Margaret (hall not now by likelihood have it ; wherefore 
the French King cheriflieth her but * eafily \Jlightly^ little] ; but 
aft6r this conqueft of Lorrain, the Duke took great courage to 
go upon the Land of the Swifs to conquer them, but they 
berded [cofrfronted] him at an unfet [unlocked for] place, and hath 
diftrefled [harajfed] him, and hath flain the moft part of his 

* During the preceding Autumn, the Duke of Burgundy having fubducd the whole 
Duchy of Lorrain, he now attacked the Swifs, and took a town called Granfon, juft as 
a i)ody of troops were arriving to its relief ; thefc he went to meet, as they came down 
the narrow paffes of the Mountains ; when his Army, being feized with a panick, fled, 
and left his baggage to be plundered by die Enemy. 

Within a ihort time after this he befieged Morat, a fmall town near Bern, when a battle 
enfued, in which he was totally routed^ 

7 This Queen had been lately delivered from her impriibnment in the Tower, to the 
French K'lng, on his engaging to pay 50,000 Crowns for her ranfom. 

'^ So in Letter V. p. 17. I have but eafy (liifFe of money, that is, UttUJiore of money. 

Vol. IL D d Vanward 
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Ordynaunce and Artylrye and mor ovyr alfe ftuffe thatt he 
hade in hys oft w^ hym excepptc men and horle y^ ffledde hott 
but they roode y^ nyght xx myle and fo the Ryche • Saletts. 
Heulmetts Garters ^ Nowchys Gelt and alle is goone w' Tents 
Pavylons and alle and fbo men deme hys pryde is abatyd» Men 
tolde hym that they weer firowarde Karlys butte he wolde nott 
beleve it and yitt men feye y* he woU to them ageyn Gode 
fpede them bothe. 

It'm S\ John Mydclton toke leve off y« Duke to fporte hymi 
but he is fett in pryfon att Bruflellys. 

I praye yowc fende me fom worde iff ye thynke likly y^ 
I may entr Caft* when I woU by rfie next Meffcng^ 

Wretyn at Caleys in refonable helthe, off bodye and fowle I 
thanke Good the xxj daye off Marche A*. E. iiij'*. xvj«. 

12 by 8 f. 

Paper Mark, 
The Letter G, and a Crofu 

' Light Head piece9» 
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Vanword [ Faward]^ and won all his Ordnance and Artillery, 
and moreover all StufF that he had in his Hoft; except men and 
horfe that fled not, but they rode that night twenty miles ; 
and fo the rich ' Salets, Helmets, Garters, « Nowches Gelt 
[^'^^^J* ^nd all is gone, with Tents, Pavilions, and all, and fo 
men deem his pride is abated \humbkd^ ; men tojd him, that 
they were fro ward Carles, but he would not believe it, and yet 
inen fay, that he will to them. aga.inj God (i^tt^ them both. 

Item, Sir John Myd^Jietpm .tQofc le^ve o^ thj^ Di^, to fport 
him^ but he is fet in prifon at BrufTels^ 

I pray you fend me fome word, if ye think likely, that I 
may enter Caifter when I will, by the next Meflenger. 

Written at Calai«> in reafonablc health of body and foul, I 
thank God, the aift day of- March, in the fixteenth year of 
BdwardlV. 

JOHN PASTON, Knight. 

Calais, 

Thurfday, iift of March, 
1475, 16 E. IV. 

^ £inboflS:d Oniamcnt8«-Chaini«-BuckleS| &c« 

D d z LET- 
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To John Pa/ion Efquyer at Noruyche in baji. 

T Recomaunde me to yow letyi^ yow wecte y^ yift'dayc be- 
-*• ganne the grete Cowncell to whyche alle the Aftats off y« 
londe fhall com to butt if it be ffor gret and reafonable excufis 
and I fuppofe y* cheffe cawfe off thys Affemble is to comon 
what is beft to doo now uppon y' greet change by the dethc 
off y* Duke of Burgoyne and ffor y* kepyng off Cateys and: 
the Marchys and ffor the pYervacon off y« Amyteys taken late 
as weell w^ Fraunce as now w^ the Membrys off Flaundi^s 
wher to I dbwt nott y*" (hall be in all haft bothe y« Duks 
off Clarancc and Glowceftre wheroff I wolde y« my brother 
E wyft. 

"^ It'm I ffeele butt litell effete in the labor off W. Alyngton, 
neu'theleffe I deme it is nott for yow fhe (hall not paffe C.C 
Mr'k as fferr as I can uudreftand a£K*te. It'm I will nott fforget 
yow otherwyfe. 

Itt IS fo y^ thys daye I heer grett liklyhood y' my Lorde 
Haftyngs (hall haftely goo to Caleys w* greet Company iff I 
thynke it be for yow to be on I (hall nott fforgeet yow, 

It'm thys daye the Mat* by twyen Meftrefle Anne Haulte 

and 
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LETTER LXX. 

To John Pq/lon^ \Efqmre^ at Norwich^ in hafte. 

I Recommend me to you, letting you wect,* that yefterday 
began the great Council to which all the EAates of the Land 
&all come to, but if Iwdefs^ k be for great and reafonable 
excufes ; and Ifuppofe the chief cauiie of this Aflembly is,, to 
commune what is beft to do, now upon the great change by the 
Death of the Duke of Burgundy^ and for the keeping of Calais, 
and the Marches, and for the prefervation of the Amities taken 
lately, as well with., France as now with the Members of 
FIande« ; whereto I doubt not there (hall be in all hafte both 
the Dukes of Clarence, and Gloucefter, whereof I would that 
my brother Edmund wift \knew\. 

kem, I feel but little eflfefl: in the labour of W. Alyngton,. 
neyerthelefs I deem it is not for you, (he (hall, not pafs zoo 
Marks, as far as I can underftand apart* 

Item, I will not forget you otherwife. 

Item,, it is fo that this day I hear great likelihood, that my 
Lord Haftyngs (hall haftily go to Calais with great Company j . 
if I think it be for you \Joryour advantage] to be one, I (hall not 
forget you. 

Item,, this day the matter between Mrs, Anne Haulte and me 

kith. 
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and me hathe been foor broken bothe to y* ' Cardinall to my 
Lorde * Chamb*leyn and to my felffe and I am in goode hope 
when I heer and k:n9we moor I (hall fende yovy wojde. 

It femythe y' the ^ worlde is alle qwaveryng it will reboyle 
fomwher fo y* I deme yon^e men (hall be cheryfshyd take yowr 
hert to yow. I fFeer y* I can nott be excu(yd^ but y^ I (hall 
fForthe w* my Lorde Haftyngs ovyr y* See butt I (hall fende yow 
tvordein haft and iff I goo I hope nott to tary. longe. 

It* to my Brother Edmod. I am like to fpeke to Meftreflc 
Dyxon in haft aiid (bm deme y^ y' (hall be cohdyffendyd y' iff 
£• P. come to London y^ hys co(b (hall be payed ffon 

I (hall haftely (ende yow worde off moor thyngs. 

AVretyn at London y* xiiij day off Feu'er A^^ £• uij". xvj\ y* 
ffryday a for ffa(tyngong-i 

xibysf. 

The Politicians of thefc times* we here fee, looked upon the Death of Charles the 
Bold, Duke of Burgundy, as an Event of great importance to all Europe. 

He was diiinounted from his horfe, and flain in a battle fought on the $th of January, 
1476, before Nan^, the capital 6ity of Lorrain, between his Forces and thp fc of 
Renate, Duke of Lorrain. 

He was fond of ftate and magnificence, and rather an ambitious than a prudent Princ^^ 
He reig^ upwards of nine yearsi and died at about the age of forty five* 
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hath been foor [in a Jure manner] broken both to the * Cardinal, to 
niy Lord * Chamberlain, and to my felf, and I am in good hope ; 
when I hear and know more, I (hall fend you word. 

It feemeth that the ^ World is all quavering, it will reboil 
fomewhere, fo that I deem young men (hall be cheriflied, take 
your heart to you [tbat /V, ie of good courage]; I fear that I 
cannot be excufcd, but that I (hall forth with my Lord Haftings 
over the Sea, but I (hall fend you word m hafte, and if I go, I 
hope not to tarry long. 

Item, to my brother Edmund. 

I am like to fpeak with Miftrefs Dixon in hafte, and fome 
deem that there (hall be condefcended, that if E. P. [Edmund 
Pq/lon] come to London that his cofts (hall be paid for. 

I (hall hstftily fend you word of more things. 

Written at London, the 14th day of February, in the i6th 
year of Edward IV* the Friday afore Faftingong [Fajimg-going^ 
i. c. Lent.] 

♦JOHN PASTON, Knight. 

London, 

Friday, i4thof Fcbruar}', 
1476, 16 E. IV. 

' Thomas Boiirchier, Archbifliop of Canterbury, was raifed to the dignity of a 
Cardinal, by the Pope in 1464. 

* William, Lord Haftyngs. Though this important bufinefe between Sir John Pafton 
and Mrs. Anne Hault, has been fo often meDtioned, it has never been io clearly flatcd 
as to be exactly afcertained, 

3 This part of the Letter fecms to hint not only at foreign Commotions, but at internal 
diffenfions at home. 

* Autograph. PI. iv. N® 9. 

3 LET- 
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To my wurfchypfull Cofyne John ' Pajlon Be this bill delyt^yd^ &c. 

COSYN I recomande xne un toyoweThankyngyowelaertely 
for the grette chere that ye made me and all my Folkys 
the laft tyme y* I was at Norwych. And ye p'myfyd me yt 
ye wold neu' breke the mat* to *M'grery unto fuche tymeas ye 
and I were at a point. But ye hafe made hyr fuclie Advo- 
kett for yowe y* I may neu' hafe Reft nyght ner Day for 
callyng and cryeng uppon to brynge the faide mat* to . ef- 
Rfte, &c. 

And Cofyn uppon fryday is Sent 3 Volentynes Day and eu'y 
Brydde chefyth hym a make and yf it lyke yowe to com* on* 
thurfday at nyght and fo p*vey yowe y^ ye may abyde y^ 
tyll monday I trufty to God y' ye fchall fo fpeke to myn hyf- 
band and I fchall prey y^ we fchall bryng the mat* to a con- 
clufyon, &c. 

For Cofyn it is but a fympill oke y* cut down at the firft ftroke 

This 18 a Letter from I^dy Brews, the Mother of the Gentlewoman, to whom John 
Pafton was defirous of paying his AddrefTes, and whom he married. We here fee that 
fne cuftom of choofing Valentines was a (port praftifed in (he houfes of the gentry at this 
time. 

ffor 
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LETTER LXXI. 

To my worjhipful Coujin John ' Pa/Ion^ Be this Bill delivered^ &c. 

COUSIN, I recommend me unto you, Thanking you 
heartily for the great cheer ye made me, and all my 
Folks, the laft time that I was at Norwich ; and ye promifed 
me, that ye would never break the matter to * Margery unto 
fuch time, as ye and I were at a point. But ye have made her 
fuch (anj Advocate for you, that I may never have reft night 
nor day, for calling and crying upon to bring the faid matter to 
efFea, &c. 

• And Coufin, upon Friday is Saint * Valentine's day, and every 
Bird chufeth him a Make [Mate] ; and if it like you to come on 
Thurfday at night, and fo purvey you, that ye may abide there 
till Monday, I truft to God, that ye (hall fo fpeak to mine huf- 
band ; and I fhall pray, that we (hall bring the matter to a con- 
clufion, &c. 

For, Coufin, ** it is but a fimple Oak, 
** That's cut down at the firft ftroke," 

■ John Pafton was the next Brother to Sir John Pafton, Knight, and his Heir in 1479. 
He was High Shcriflf of Norfolk, &c. in 1485, created a Knight Banneret in 1487, and 
died in 1503. 

* Marger}', Daughter of Sir Thomas and Elizabeth Brews, of Stinton Hall, in Salle. 

3 14th of February.— Brydde, Bird.— Make, Match or Mate. 

Vol. IL E e for 
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fFor ye will be refonabill I truft to God whech hafe yOwe cu' 
in hys m'cyfuU kepyng, &c. 

r 

^ Be yowr Cofyn D'ame s Cti$aBtt]^ JBvt^fi, 

oyVes fchall be called be Godds g^ce. 

^ Thefe two lafl lines feem iotended to rhymow 



Unto m^ Ryght welebehvyd Voluntyn John Pq/ion Squyer be 
f bill defyu'ed, &c. 

RYGHT rcu'elit and wurichypfull and. my ryght weleba- 
loved Voluntyne I recqmande me iiiito yo^tve. fFull herteky 
defyring to her' of yowr welefare wbeoh I befeche alni.yght?y 
God long for to pTve un to hys plefur and yowr. htert3 defyr* 
And yf it pleafe yowe to her* of my welefar I am not in good 
heele of body nor of hertelior fchall be tyll I her ffrom yowe fFor 
y» wottys no creatur* what peyn y^ I endur^ and for to be deede 
I dar' it not dyfcur/ And m^y Lady my mod' hath labored 
Y tiOt* to my f^dur full dely gently but fche can no mor gete 
yen ye knowe of for y* whech God knowyth I am full fory 

But 
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for ye will be reafonable I truft to God, which have you ever in 
his merciful keeping, &c. 

♦ By your Coiifin Dame s ELIZABETH BREWS, 

otherwife fliall be called by God's Grace. 

Between the 8th and 14th of Februaiy, 
1476^7^ "26 £• IV. 

5 EUzabetii BmwB, was a Daugjhter of Sir Gilds, and Sift^ bndheirof Sir Gilbeit 
Debenham ; ihe.leems yegr defirous of the match, and wiflies to call him aot only her 
Coufin but Son, -as ihe phuoly uStiauites in lier Subfcripdon to- this Letter. PI. v. NS 3& 



LETTER LXXIL 

Unto my right iveU Jbdw^ Falentine^ John PafUm^ i^«^^ ^ 

this Bill delivered^ &c. 

RIGHT reverend and worfhipful, and my right well beloved 
Valentine, 1 recommend me unto you, full heartily de- 
firing to hear of your welfare, which I befeech Almighty God 
long for to preferve unto his pleafure, and your heart's defire. 

And if it pleafe you to hear of my welfare, I am not in good 
heele [health] of body, nor of heart, nor fhaill be till I hear 
from you ; 

For there wottys [knows] no creature what pain that I endure. 
And for to be dead [Jormy life], I dare it not dyfcur* [difcover]. 

And my Lady my Mother hath laboured the matter to my 
father full diligently, but (he can no more get than ye know of, 
for the which God knoweth I am full forry. But if that ye 

E e 2 love 
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But yf that ye lofFe me as I tryfte verely that ye do ye will 
not lefFe me y'for, for if y^ ye hade - not halfe y* lyvclode 
y* ye hafe for to do y* gretteft labur y' any woma* on lyve 
myght I wold not forfake yowe. And yf ye comande me to 
kepe me true whereu* I go, I wyfe I will do all my myght 
yowe to love and neu* no mo. And yf my. frecnds fay y^ I do 
amys yei fchal not me let fo for to do myn' herte me bydds 
eu* mor* to love yowe truly ou* all erthely thhig and yf yei 
be neu* fo wroth I tryft it fchall be bett* in tyme comyng. 

No mor* to yowe at this tyme but the Holy Trinite hafe yowe 
in kepyng And I befech yowe y* this bill be not feyn of non* 
erthely creatur fafe only yo"^ SelfFe, &c. And thys lett* was 
indyte at Topcroft w* full hevy herte, &c. 

By your own, 

12 by 4 f. 

We have in thb letter the genuine <S^ates of the heart of a young Lady deeply in 
love, and fearing that her father will not give her fuch a fortune on her marriage, as 
the Gentleman, who paid his addrefles to her, expeded. She therefore feari the conti- 
nuance of his aSe^on^ but aflures him of hers. 



%f^ C- 



EDWARD IV. 213 

love me, as I truft verily that ye do, ye will not leave me 
therefore ; for if that ye had not half the livelihood that ye have, 
for to do the greateft labour that any woman alive might, I 
would not forfake you* 

And if ye command me to keep me true wherever I go, 
I wis I will do all my might you to love, and never no mo. 
And if my friends fay, that I do amifs. 

They fhall not me let fo for to do. 
Mine heart me bids evermore to love you. 

Truly over all earthly thing. 
And if they be never fo wrath, 
I truft it (hall be better in time coming. 

No more to you at this time, but the Holy Trinity have 
you in keephig ; and I befeech you that this bill be not feen of 
none earthly Creature fave only yourfelf, &c. 

And this Letter was endited at Topcroft, with full heavy 
heart, &c^ 



Topcroft, 
February, i 



By your own, 

MARGERY BREWS. 



476-7f. 
16 E. IV. 



Some parts of the letter fecm intended for rerfe, as the lines, thou^ unequal, rhyme. 
I have written them, in the modernized letter fo that the rhymes end theiinet, though per- 
haps I am wrong. 

The lady appears confcious that flic has opened her heart in the letter, and with a 
becoming modefty conjures Ji Pafion, that it may «• be feyn of non' erthcly Creator 
fcfcoalyhimfelf/' Pl.vi.N^a?. 
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to wy Ryght Wekbdm^i Co£/n ' John P^m^ Svuy^r Jjf this 

T^ YGHT SVurfchypfuU and welebelovyd VoIentjiEiie in my 
•■►^ mofte umble wyfe I recomande mc un to yowc, &c. and 
hertely I thjanke^jrouve for y*' Lettur whcch that ye fende me be 
John Bekart<)lj, wherby I undyrftonde and knowe y' ye be 
purpofyd to cortf to. Tqpcroft in fchorte tyme and w^owte any 
erand or mat' butobly Jto hafe 4 conclufyon of y« mat* betwyx 
my fad' and yoWe I #olde lie 'moft ;glad 6f any creator on ly ve 
fo yat the mat' myght ^rowtt to -effeS:' Arid thet, sis ye iay^nd 
ye com* and fyndc y* mat* no itior* towards you yen 3%. dyd 
afortyitoe yt Wold ho mot* put my fad" and my Lady^my mod*^ 
to no coft ner befenefle for y' caufe a good wyle aftur weche 
caufyth myn' herte to be full hevy and y f y* ye com' and the 
mater take to non' efFedle yen fchuld I be meche mor fory and 
full of 'hcvytteflfe. 

And as for my felfe I hafe don' and undyrftond in the mat' y' 
I can or may as good knowyth And I let yowe pleynly undyr- 

J. FifttaftttiiS'bjrthiB ItittMtx to have aniwered the laft» bat not to her fatisfieiaion, 
refpe6Ung hU bemg content to take her with the fortune her father propoied to give on 
herlna#f§ttge. Shetickno^ledges thepteafure it would gnre her to find th^the would 
itmriy her wkh the fortune hA* father ^had flicttd, and with great feniibility requcAi him, 
if he cannot acquiefce, not to come to Topcroft, but tolct matten remain asihey were, 

4 ftond 
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LETTER liXXnt 

To tny Right Well beloved Coufin John Pajlon^ E/quire} it this 

. Letter delivered^ &c. 

TGficF ivGcfliiipful and well beloved Vul^fvie, w t&y 
moiSt hiiro^lb'Mfift^ I recomioiend me- vtntH yqli^ &c. Ajj4 
heartily I thank jrou fori the Letter, which that ye fend ^e by 
John Beckerton, whereby I underftand and know, that ye be 
purpofed to come to Topcroft in fliort tiaae, and wichout any 
errand or matter, but only to h^ve a cofud^fioa Qf j^ m^^- 
ter betwixt my father and you ; I would be moft glad of any 
Creature alive, fo that the matter might grow to effeft. And 
thercas ^hereas] ye fay, and [tf] ye come and find the mat- 
ter no more towards you than ye did aforetime, ye would 
no more put my Father and my Lady my Mother to no cofl: 
nor bufinefs, for that caufe a good while after, which caufeth 
my heart to be full heavy ; and if that ye come, and the matter 
take to, nope eiFeiSJ:, then (hx>yld I be much more Corry, and full 
of heavinefs. 

And as for myfelf I have done, and underfland in the matter 
that I can or may, as Gbd knaweth; and I let you plainly 

The Letter, at the feme time that it acknowledges her regard for J. Pafton, fhews 
that (be ha4 a potpor attentioQ lo.lifir o&TLomkqfmnQh wd ber iiAer's j4rtmPW4i9P* 

under- 
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ftond y^ my fad'^ wyll no mor money parte w* all in that behalfe 
but an C^* and 1 marke whech is ryght far fro the Acomplyfli- 
ment of yowr defy re. 

Wherfore yf y^ ye cowde be content w^ y' good and my per 
p'fone I wold be y* meryeft mayden on grounde And yf ye 
thynke not yowr felfFe fo fatysfyed or y^ ye myght hafe mech mor 
good as I hafe undyrftonde be yowe afor good trewc and lovyng 
volentyne y^ ye take no fuch labur uppon yowe as to com* mor* 
for y' mat\ But let is paffe and neu* mor* to be fpokyn of 
as I may be yowr trewe lou' and bedewoma' duryng my 
lyfe. 

No more un to yowe at thys tyme but Almyghty J'h*s pTve 
yowe bothe body and fowle, &c. 

Be yo\ Voluntync, 

II J by si. 
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Un to my Ryght Wurfchypfull Maifi' John Pqfton Swhyer be 

this bill deliu'ed, &c. 

RYGHT Wurfchypfull S^ I recomande me un to yowe, 
lettyng yowe knowe as for the Yonge Gentylwoma* 
fche owyth (yowe hyr good herte and love as I knowe be y« 
comynicacion y^ I hafe hade w* hyr for y« fame* 

And 
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fknderftand, that my father will no more money part withal In 
that behalf, but an lodA and 50 marks (3^^^ 6s. SJ.) which is 
right far from the accomplifliment of your defire. 

Wherefore, if that ye could be content with that Good, and 
my poor Perfon, I would be the merrieft maiden on ground ; 
and if ye think not yourfelf fo fatisfied, or that ye might have 
much more Good, as I have underftood by you afore ; good, 
true, and loving Valentine, that ye take no fuch labour upon 
you, as to come more for that matter, but let (what) is, pafs, 
and never more to be fpoken of, as I may be your true Lover 
and Beadwoman during my life. 

No more unto you at this time, but Almighty Jefu prefer ve 
you both body and foul, &c. 



Topcrofi, 1476-7. 



By your Valentine, 

MARGERY BREWS. 



LETTER LXXIV. 

. Uftto my right worjhipful Majier, John Pajlony Efquire, be 

ibis bill delivered^ &c. 

Xy I G H T worfhipful Sir, I recommend me unto you, let- 
•*^^ ting you know, as for the young Gentlewoman, flie 
oweth you her good heart and love ; as I know by the com- 
munication that I have had with her for the fame. 

Vol. II. F f And 
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And S^ ye knowe what my Maift^ and my Lady hath p'fcred 
w* hyr C C merke* And I dar fey y^ hyr chambr and arey- 
ment fchall be worthe C merk and I harde my Lady fey y* 
and the cafe required both ye and fche fchuld hafe yowr 
borde w^ my Lady iij yer aftr. 

And I und^'fland by my Lady y* fche wold y^ ye fchuld labur 
y* mat' to my Maift' for it fchuld be the bettr. 

And I harde my Lady {ey y* it was a febill oke 
y^ was kit down at the firft ftroke. 

And ye be beholdyng un to my Lady for hyr good wurde for 
fche hath neu' preyfyd yowe to mech.* 

S^ lyke as I p'myfyd yowe I am yowr ma and my good will 
ye fchall hafe in worde and dcde, &c. 

And Jhs hafe yowe in hys m'cyfull kepyng, &c. 

IBt pat man. 

This Letter feems written by a common Friend of both the parttesi who appears foli- 
citous for the marriage taking effect* PI. vi. N^ 28* 

He informt J. Paftod that in additbn to the fortune intended to be given by Sir 
Thomas Brews, the Furniture of her chamber and her Apparel fliould amount to the 
fum of 100 marks, or 66/. its. \d. 

And he bints, as-frona Lady Brews, that they fliould be entertained at her Table for 
three years after their marriage. 



It d^ ^m, 
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And Sir, ye know what my Mafter and my Lady hath prof- 
fered with her 200 Marks (133/. 6s. 8^.) and I dare fay, that 
her Chamber and Arrayment [Jipparel] (hall be worth 100 Marks 
(66A ly. 4^.) And I heard my Lady fay, that and [if] the cafe 
required, both ye and (he (hould have your board with my Lady 
three years aften 

And I underftand by my Lady, that (he would that ye (hould 
labour the matter to my Mafter, for it (hould be the better. 

And I heard my Lady fay, 

" That it was a feeble Oak, 

** That was cut down at the firft ftroke." 

And ye be beholden unto my Lady for her good word, for 
(he hath never praifed you top, much.* 

Sir, like as I promifed you, I am your man^ and my good 
will ye (hall have in word ^nd deed, &c. 

And Jefu have you in his merciful keeping, &c. 

By your man, 

THOMAS KELA. 

February, 1476-7. .... 

16 E^ IV. 



At the bottom of the OrigM Letter b written tv T. PaftoQ.----»«« iirovfiiit by 

«Chclc."-'- •••••• ••?•■. , :i:- ...... . . . 

* That it, defervedly praiied you ; for diough ihc hath praifcd ymi OMch, her pniie k 
not above your merit. 

¥ i z LET- 
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7*0 my Rygbt worchepfull Modyr Margaret Pqfton. 

TJ Y G H T worfchepfull Modyr aftyr all dwtes of recomen^ 
•*"^ dacyon in as humble wyfe as I can I befeche yow of yo* 
dayly blyflyg Modyr pleafe yt yow to wett that the caufe that 
Dam' Elizabeth Brews dcfyreth to mete w* yow at Norwyche 
and not at Langley as I apoyntyd w* yow at my laft beig at 
Mawtby is by my meanys, for my brodyr Thomas Jermyn 
whyche knowyth nought of the mate telyth me that the cauley 
or ye can com'e to Bokenh'm fery is fo over flowyn that ther 
is no man that may on ethe paffe it though he be ryght 
well horfyd, whyche is no mete wey for yow to pafle over 
God defend it, but all thyngs rekynyd it flialbe leffe coft to 
yow to be at Norwyche as for a day or tweyn and paffe not 
then to mete at Langly wher every thyng is dere and your 
horfe may be fent hom' ayen the fame wednyfday. 

Modyr I befeche yow for dyvers caufys that my Syft* Anne 
may come w* yow to Norwyche, Modyr the mater is in a 
refonable good wey and I truft w^ Gods mercy and w* yo' good 
help that it (hall take efie^ bettyr to myn avutage then I 

We find by this Letter that J. Pafton (PL.iv. M 12.) was as defirout of having 
all obllacles to the match removed, as the Lady could be, and now writes from the 
houfc where flie was, and to which I fuppofe he went oa the receipt of her laft 
lettert 

told 
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7*0 my right worjhipful Mother Margaret Pqjlon. 

RIGHT worfliipful Mother, after all duties of recommen* 
dation, in as humble wife as I can, I befeech you of 
your daily bleffing. Mother, pleafe it you to weet, that the 
caufe that Dame Elizabeth Brews defireth to meet with you at 
Norwich, and not at Langley, as I appointed witH you at my 
laft being at Mawtby, is by my means, for my brothtr Thomas 
Jermyn, which knoweth nought of the mate [tndtch']^ telletn me, 
that the Caufey ere ye can cdme to Bokenham Ferry is fo over- 
flown that there -is no man that may an ethe [/carcefy'] pafs it, 
though he be right well horfed ; which is no meet Way for you 
to pafs over, God defend [foriid] it. But all things' reckoned, 
it fhall be lefs coft to you to be at Norwich, as for a day or 
tweyn and pafs not, than to meet at Langley, where every thing 
is dear; and your horfe may be fent home again the fame 
Wednefday, 

Mother, I befeech you for diverfe caufes, that my Sifter Anne 
may come with you to Norwich ; Mother, the matter is in a 
reafonable good way, and I truft with God's mercy, and with 
your good help, that it fhall take efftdl better to mine ad- 

He takes great pains to explain the reafon for the meeting at Norwich to have been 
fixed by his defire» fearing his Mother might have been difpleafed with any alteration in 
the original plan. 

John Cooke was Mayor of Norwich in 1484. 

vantage 
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told yow of at Mawtby for I trow ther is not a kynder woman 
leveTg then I fhall have to my Modyr in lawe if the mater take 
nor yet a kynder fadyr in law^ th^n I fliall have though he be 
hard to me as yett, all the cyrcumftancys of the mater whyche 
I truft to tell yow at yo*^ comyg to Norwyche cowd not be wretyn 
in iij levys of paper and ye know my lewd hed well I nough 
I may not wryght longe wherfFor I fFery over all- thyngs tyll I 
may awaytc o^ yow my felfF I (hall do tonne in to yo' pl^e 
a dofeyn ale and bred acordyg ayenft wednyfday if Syme myght 
be forborii it wer well don' that he war at Norwyche on wed- 
nyfday in the mornyg at markett. 

.Pam' Elizabeth Brewfe (hall lye at Jon Cookys if it myght 
pleafe yow I wold be glad that (he myght dyne in yo*" howfe 
on thurfday for ther (hold ye have moft fecret talkyng and 
Modyx at the reu'ence of God beware that ye be fo p'veyd for 
that ye take no cold by the wey towards Norwyche for it is 
the moft p'aylous marche that ever was feyn by eny manys 
jdayes that now lyveth and I prey to Jhu pYerve yow and yours. 

. Wrctya at Topcroft the viij day of Marche. 
i Yo' Sone and humbyll Seru'nt^ 



i^d^ «. 
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vantage than I told you of at Mawtby ; for I trow [believe] 
there is not a kinder woman living than I (hall have to my 
Mother in law, if the matter take, nor yet a kinder Father in 
law than I fhall have, though he be hard to me as yet. 

All. the circumftanccs of the matter, which I truft to tell you 
at your coming to Norwich, could not be written in three leaves 
of paper, 'and ye know my lewd [poor] head well enough, 
I may not write long, wherefore I fery over [^^'^l-ail^things till 
I may await on you myfelf. I fliall do toiinen [cauje to be tunned^ 
into your place a dozen Ale, and Bread according, againft Wed- 
nefday. If Sym might be forborn [Jpared] it were wel}/dohe,' 
that he were at Norwich on Wednefday in. the morning' zyxmx-^ 
ket. Dame Elizabeth Brews (hall lie ^t John. Cook's ; if it niight 
pleafe you, I would be glad that (he cMght dine in your houft* 
on Thurfday, for there (hould you have moft (ecret talking. 

And Mother, at the reverence of God, beware that ye be fo 
purveyed for, that ye take no cold by the way towards Norwich, 
for it is the moft perilous March that ever was feen by any 
man's days that now liveth ; and I pray to Jefu preferve you and 
yours. 

Written at Topcroft the 8th day of March. 

Your Son and huuttblc Servant, 

^ , \ : r ' ' JOilN;i»AST0N. . 

Topcroft, ..,.•. • / . - r . 

Saturday, 8th of March, 
. /n76-7f 17 E. IV. 

L» E T- 



* 
^ 
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fa my Ryght Wurfchypfull Cojyn S^. Jhon^PaJion hyght h 
this Letf delyu'edy &c. [ 

RY G H T wtirfchypfuU and my hertely welebelovyd Cofya 
I rec9mande me unto yowe defyring to her' of yowr 
welefar.whech I pray God may be as cotynuall good as I Wolde 
hafe myn own and Cofyn the caufe of my wryting un to 
yqw at thys tyme is I fele wele be my Cofyn John yowr 
brod' y^ ye hafe undyrftondyng of a mat'.whech is in comyni* 
cacyon tochyng a maryage 'w* God^s g'ce to be concluded be- 
twyx my faide Cofyn yowr brod*^ and my doght* NTgery wheche 
is far comonyd and not yyt cocluded ner noght fchall ner 
may be tyll I hafe anfwer from yowe agayn of yowr good 
will and afent to the feid mater and alfo of the obligacyon 
weche y* I fende yowe herewith for Cofyn I wold be fory to fe 
owther my Cofyn yowr brod' or my Doghtr dryvyn to leve 
fo meane a lyfF as yei fchuld do yf the vj" li. fchuld be payde 
of ther maryagc money. 

And Cofyn I hafe takyn my felfe fo ner^ in levyng of this 
vj" li. y* wher as I hade layde upp an C. li. for the mary- 

Thif Letter, I fuppofe, accompanied one from J. Faflbo'i in which the exad terms 
were fpecified, to his brother Sir John. Sir Thomas Brews feemed to ezpedt that Sir 
John FafioQ would likewife do ibmethiog for his brother oa this occafioo* 

7 ^g<^ 



,'Jt 
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LETTER LXXVL 

7% My right worjhipful Coujk Stir John Pa/ion^ Knight^ be 
ibis Litter delivered^ &c. 

RIGHT worfhipful, and my heartily well beloved Coufin, 
1 recommend me unto you, defiring to hear of your 
welfare, which I pray God rtiay be as continually • good as 
I would have mine own ; and Coufin, the caufe of my writing 
unto you, at this time^ is I feel [perceive'] well by my Coufin 
John Pafton your Brother, that ye have underftanding of a 
matter, which is in communication touching a Marriage, with 
Go(Fs Grace, to be concluded betwixt my faid Coufin your . 
Brother, and my Daughter Margery, which is far communed, 
and not yet concluded, nor neither (hail nor may be, till I 
have anfwer from you again of your good will and affent to the 
faid matter; and alfo of the obligation which that Ifend you 
herewith? for Coufin I would be forry to fee either my Coufin 
your Brother, or my Daughter, driven to live fo mean a life 
as they ihould do, if the fix fcore pounds (houM be paid (out) of 
their marriage money j and Coufin, I have taken myfelf fb 
rtear in leaving of [^parting witH] this feid fix fcore pounds, 
that wh)sreas I had laid up an lOdL for the marriage of a 

Sir Thomas Brewfe lived at Stinton-hall, in the parifh of Salle, and on the death of 
Robert Clifton, &c. came into poflcffion of an £uate in Topcroft : be die4 in 1482, 
PI. V. N« 25. ^ 

Vol, 1L G g younger 
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age of a yong* doght* of myn I hafe nowe lent y® faide C. 11. 
and XX li. ou' that to my Cofyn yowr brod' to be paide ageya 
be fuche efy days as y^ obligacyon weche I fende yowe her- 
wyth fpecyfyes and Cofyn I wer^ ryght lothe to be ftowe fo 
mech uppon on doght' y* the oy*" her Sufters fchuld far the 
wars wherfor Cofyn yf ye wyll y* thys mat' fchall take efFefl: 
undyr fuche forme as my Cofyn yowr brod' hath wretyn unto 
yowe I pray yowe put y*^to yowr good wylle and fu of yowr 
cofte as I hafe done of myn mor* largely yen eu* I purpofe 
to do to any tweyn of hyr Sufters as Grod knowyth mya 
Entent whom I befech to fend yowe yowr leveft herts defyr. 
Wretyn at Topcroft the viij day of March, &c. 

Be yo' Cofyn, 

d^omftH jBveteff, fcttiggt. 



3L € % % <f n %m^3% 

7e? MaJ' Sir J^hn Pajhn be ths Letf defyverid in Calis. 

HONWRE and Joye be to yow my ryght gode Maft* and 
moft affured brother letyng yow know that al yowre 
welwiUers and fvaunts in thefe p'tyes that I know fare well 
6 ^xx^ 
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younger Daughter of mine, I have now lent the faid loo/. 
and 20/. over that, to my Coufin your Brother, to be paid 
again by fuch eafy days as the obligation, which I fend you 
herewith, fpecifies. 

And Coufin, I were right loath to beftow fo much upon 
one daughter, that the other her Sifters (hould fare the worfe ; 
wherefore, Coufin, if ye will that this matter (hall take effeft 
under fuch form as my Coufin your Brother hath written unto 
you, I pray you put thereto your good will, and fome of 
your Coft, as I have done of mine more largely than ever I 
purpofe to do to any two of her Sifters, as God knoweth mine 
intent, whom I befeech to fend you your leveft [Jear^^ heart's 
defire. 

Written at Topcroft, the 8th day of March, &c* 

By your Coufin, 

THOMAS BREWS, Knight- 

Topcroft, 

Saturday, 8th of March, 
1476, 17 £• IV. 



LETTER LXXVII. 

iTo Mq/ier Sir John Pqflony be this Letter delivered in Calais. 

HONOUR and Joy be to you my right good Matter, and 
moft affured Brother, letting you know that all your 
Wellwillers and Servants, in thefe parts, that I know, fare well, 

. G g 2 and 



228 ORIGINAL LETTERS. 

and bett* wold if they mowht here of yowre wellbeyng and 
forthw* fum of yowre frenche and borgoyne, tidyngs ffor we in 
thefe p'tyes be in grete drede left the french Kyng w' fum 
affaults (huld in eny wife diftourbe yow of yo*". foft fote and 
fewre (lepys but as yet we no thyng caa h«re that he fo ,dif- 
pofeth hy. ' 

Mary we have herd fey that the Frowys of Broggys w' there 
hye cappes have gyven fum of yow grete clappys and that the 
fete of her armys doyg is fuch that they fnayte al at the mowthe 
and at the grete ende of the thyeh but in.f;»ith:we care not for 
yow for we know well that ye be gode ynowh at defence but 
we here fey that they be of fuch corage that they gyve yow moo 
ftrokys than ye do to the and that they ftrike forer than ye alfcj 
but I thynk that the englilh Ladyes^nd Jentyl>yome and the pore 
alfo can do as well as they and lyft not to lerne of them no thyng 
and therefor we drede left ther hye corages (huld^meve them to 
make yow warre alfo ; but God defend for by my trowth than 
have ye much to do for ht were bett' and more efe for to labor 
iij or fowre dayes wt mattokks and pykeifys to over turne yo*" 
lande hills as we here faye ye do ryht wurfhipfully than only- 
one day to endure theyre fers encountrys fb as ye myht owther 
gete or fave yo^ wurlhippys by, and loke that ye truft to have no 

Uoder the Direction of ibis Letter, and in a hand of the time (I believe in Sif John 
Pafton*s hand) is written «« Jon Pympc,*' " xvj die Mar* A^ E. 4. 17." (i6thdayof 
March, 17 E. IV.) being the date when the Lettep was received. 

I have given this Letter merely as a fpecimen of the humour of the timei which, though 
indelicate, may I fear be matched by many a modern correfpondence. 

Some Amour feems to be couched under the Simile of the Sparrow, the .Barley, and 
the Door, &c* 

rcfcow 
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aiid^ better wouldi if they might hear of your well beiiigi and 
forthwith fome of yotir French and Burgundy tidings ; for we 
in thefe parts be in great dread left the French King with, 
fome affaults, foould in any wife difturb you of your foft, fote. 
\Jiveet\^ and fure fleeps, but as yet we nothing can hear that he 
fo difpofeth him; 

Marry we have heard fay, that the Frows [Wotnen] of Bruges, 
with their high Caps, have given fome of you great claps; and 
that the feat of their arms doing is fuch, that they fmite all at' 
the mouth, but in faith we care not for you, ^for we know well 
that ye be good enough at defence; but we hear fay, that they^ 
be of fuch courage, that they give you mbre ftrokes than ye 
do them, and that they ftrike furer than ye alfo ; but V 
think that the Englifh Ladies^ and Gentlewomen, and the 
Poor alfo, can do as well as they, and lift [defire] not to' 
Itarn of them nothing; and therefore we dread left their 
high courages (hould move them to ,make jrou war alfo; 
btit God defend, for by my truth then have ye much to 
do; for it were better and more eafe for to labour three 
or four days with Mattocks and Pickaxes to overturn your 
S^nd hills, as we hear fay ye do right worflbipfully, than only 
one day to endure their fierce encounters ; fo as ye might 
either get or fave your worfhips by ; and look that ye truft to 

The latter part of tlus epifile fhews us what were the qualities of a Horfe at that time 
moftefteemed. 

The Writer was a Perfon of fome coofideratioD, as he was. to have had Sir J. PaftoqV: 
Lodgings in London^ and was Coufia to Sir J. Scot, Deputy GovenK>r of Calais. 
PL VI, N° 29.. 

have 
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refcow of us for fo God me helpe we have y nowh to do In 
thefe p'tyes w^ the fame werrs. But in one thyng we preyfe 
yowre fadneflys and difcreconys ryht much that is in kepyng of 
yo' trewfe and pefe w* the Kyng of Fraunce as the Kyng hath 
commaundid and a grete refon why for ht were to much for 
yow to have werre w* all the world at onys fFor the werre a fore 
feid kepith yow blameles ffor every refonable mi wetyth well 
that ht is to much for cny pepyll levyng to do bothe at 
onys. 

Syr as for the more p'ts off my thowht I praye yow re- 
comaunde me un to yowr felf prayyng yow that y may con- 
tynew in fuch cafe as yo' godenes hath taken me of old and 
if ye lyft to fend eny tydyngs or other thyg to the partyes 
that were wont to warme theym by yo' fyre in feith I ihall 
do yo' erand. 

And as for Barley ht is of the fame pryce that ht was wont 
to be of and is the moft fure corne and beft enduryng that may 
be, and Syr where that fumtyme was a lytyll hole in a wall is 
now a dore large ynowh and efy paiTage whereof ye were the 
devifer and have thank for yo'^ labor of fum p'tyes but no thyng 
laftyth evyr. Y mcne that y trow my paffage Ihall haftyly 
faile me and the dore (halbe (het up agayne, lefle than. Fortun 
be agreable to have my counfeile kept for not long ago makyg 
my entre at that paffage I faw a Sparow that ufeth thofe 
ewrys and I faw her fytt fo ftille that y cowde not endure 
but y muft neds fhote her and fo God me help I fmote her I . 
trow evy to the hert and fo I drede me left owther the Barley 

wyll 
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have no refcue of us, for fo God me help, we have enough to do 
in thefe parts with the fame wars* 

But in one thhig we praife your fadneffes \wifdoms\ and 
difcretions right much, that is, in keeping of your Truce and 
Peace, with the King of France, as the King hath commanded j 
and a great reafon why, for it were too much for you to have 
war with all the world at once, for the war aforefaid keepeth 
you blamelefs, for every reafonable man weeteth well, that 
it is too much for any people living to do both at once. Sir, 
as for the more part of my thought, I pray you recommend 
mc unto yourfelf, praying you that I may continue in fuch 
cafe as your goodnefs hath taken me of old, and if ye lift 
to fend any tidings, or other thing to the parties that were 
.wont to warm them by your fire, in faith I fhall do your 
errand. 

As for Barley, it is of the fame price that it was wont to 
be of, and is the moft fure corn, and beft enduring that may be ^ 
and Sir» where that feme time was a little Hole in a wall, is 
now a Door large enough and eafy paflage, whereof ye were the 
Devifer, and have thank for your labour of feme parties, but 
nothing lafteth ever; I mean thfit I trow, my paflage fhall 
haftily fail me, and the Door fhall be fhut up again ; lefs then 
\unlef5] Fortune be agreeable to have my Counfel kept ; for not 
long ago making my entry at that paflage, I faw a Sparrow 
that ufeth thofe eireys, and I faw her fit fo flill that I could not 
endure, but I muft needs fhoot her, and fe God me help. I fmote 
her I trow even to the heart ; and fe I dread me lefl either the 

Barley 
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wjrll ete the Sparow or ells the Sparow wyll ete the Barley but 
as yet all is well but refon fhewt me that ht muft neds fayle 
by contynewauns lefle than I forfake bothe the Sparow and the 
Barley alfo. 

Syr I have thank for the (hew that I onys caade of yow and 
daily gramercy, and ye theire prayer. 

Syr forthemore I befeche yow as ye wyll do eny thyng for me 
that ye fe o day for my fake and for yo'' own plefure all the gode 
Hors in Caleys and if ther be among theym ehy pric horfe of 
deds that is to fell in efpeciall that he be well trottyng of his 
owne corage w* owte fort of fporis and alfo a * fteryng hors 
if he be he is the bett' I pray yow fend me word of his color 
deds and corage and alfo of his pric' feyn^g as ye wold by hy 
yo'felf and alio I wold have hy fumwhat large, not w* the 
largeft, but no fmalle hors as miore than a dowble hors prayyng 
yow above all thyngs to have ths in remembraung and that 
haftily as may be for ther is late p'myfed me help to fuch an 
intent and I wote not how long ht (hall endure and therfor 
I befeche yow fend me word by tyme, 

I trow the Frenflie men have taken up al the godd hors in 
Pycardye and alfo they be wont to be hevy hors in labor and y^ 
I love not, but a hevy hors of flefh and lyht of corage y 
love well, for y love no hors that wyll al way be Icae and (lendei: 
like grehounds God kepe yow. 

yo^ 

3I. iBprnpe. 

Y pray yow to recomaund me to my cofy S*". John Scot and 
all his in efpeciall maftres ! Benygfeld. 

8 I by XI i. 

* Margaret, Daughter of Sir John Scot, and wife to Edmund Bediogleld. 
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Barley will eat the Sparrow, or elfe the Sparrow will eat the 
Barley, but as yet all is well, but reafoii fheweth me, that it 
muft needs fail by continuance, lefs then [unlefs] I forfake both 
the Sparrow and the Barley alfo. 

Sir, 1 have thank for the (hew that I once made of you and 
daily gramercy [great thanks\ and ye their prayer. 

Sir, farthermore I befeech you, as ye will do any thing for 
me, that ye fee one day for my fake, and for your own pleafure, 
all the good Horfe in Calais, and if there be amongft them any 
=prized horfe of deeds, that, is to fell, in cfpecial that he be 
well trotting of his own courage, without force of Spurs, and 
alfo a * fleering horfe if he be, he is the better ; I pray you fend 
me word of his colour, deeds, and courage, and alfo of his 
price, feigning as ye would buy him yourfelf, and alfo I would 
have him fomewhat largie, not with the largeft ; but no fmall 
horfe, as [,^ n6\ more than a double horfe ; praying you above all 
things to have this in remembrance, .and that haftily as may be, 
for there is late promifed me help to fuch an intent, and I 
iwote not how long it (hall endure ; and therefore I befeech you 
fend me word by time. 

I trow the French men have taken up all the good horfe in 
Picardy, and alfo they be wont to be heavy horfe in labour,. 
and that I love not, but a heavy horfe of fle(h, and light of cou- 
rage I love well, for I love no horfe that will always be lean and 
(lender like Greyhounds. God keep you. 

Your, 

JOHN PYMPE. 

{Reed.) Sunday, i6th of March, 
1476, 17 E. IV, 

I pray you to recommend me to my Coufin Sir John Scot 
and all his, in efpecial Mrs. ' Bedingfeld* 
* Quaere, a horfe that obeys the rein. 

Vol. IL H h LET- 
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To Majl\ S^. John Pqflon knight be this Lettr delyvered in Calis. 

FRESH amoroufe fihts of Cun treys ferre and ftraunge ^ 
Have all ' fordoone yo^. old afTeccoa 
In plcfurys new yo*^ hert dooth fcore and raunge 
So hyc and ferre that like as the Fawcon \ 

Which is alofte tellith fcorne to loke a -down 
On hym that wont was her feders to pyke and * ympe 
Ryht fo forgoty ye have yo' pore pympe. 

That wrytith fendith and wifshith alday yo'^ wele 

More than his owne but ye ne here ne fe 

Ne {ty ne fend and cvyr I write and fele 

In p'fe and ryme as well as ht will be 

Sum evyll tong I trow myfs fayeth of me 

And ells yo' faft and feithfiiU frendelynes 

Ye thenk myflpent on fuch as 1 1 geffe. 

I have here given a Letter written to Sir John Pafton in rhyme, as a fpedmen of the 
Poetry of the age. 

It contains neither Anecdote, nor Information, except expreffing the Writer's forrow 
at the fear of having by his extravagances difpleafed Sir John<— the Simile of the Falcon 
is happily introduced. 

I wyll 
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Si? Mq/ier Sir John Pqfionj Knight^ be ibis Letter delivered 

at Calais. 

FRESH amorous Sights of Countries far and ftrange 
Have all ' fordone your old affection ; 
In Pleafures new, jrour heart doth fcour and range 
So high and far ; that like as the Falcon 
Which is aloft, telleth [^ taketb'] fcorn to look a down 
On him that wont was her Feathers to pick and ! imp; 
Right fo forgotten ye have your poor Pymp. 

That writeth, fendeth, and wiflieth all day your weal 

More than his own ; but ye nor hear, nor it^^ 

Nor fay, nor fend, and ever I write and feal 

In profe and rhyme, as well as it will be ; 

Some evil tongue I trow mis^laith of me 

And elfe your faft and faithful friendlinefs 

Ye think mis-fpent on fuch as I| I guefs. 

By the Writer's in^puiy concerniof a Horfe, and bi« referring hack to his former Letters, 
this appears to have been written in the latter end of March^or in April, i477> 1 7 £• IV. 
PL VI. N*> 29. " 

» Deftroyed. 
A term in Falconry, fignifybg the addbg a piece to a feather in a ha^vk's wing. 

H h 2 . IwUl 
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I wyll abate my cuftomable concourfe 

To yow fo 5 coftuoufe whan fo evyr ye com agayn 

Which that I fele of refon by the courfe 

Of my p'ferid fvyce hath made yow fo unfayne 

For very ly the water of the Fowntayne .. . 

W* brede only forthw' yowre prefens 

Me fliuld content much more than yo*" expenfe. 

But ay deme I thus that Fortun hath hyryd yow 

For (he but late of forowys moo than many 

Hath rakyd un to myn hert an hepe more tha a moowe 

And wuld that ye fhuld ley thereon on hye 

Yo*^ hevy unkyndenes to make ht fafl to lye 

And God know^ well ht cannot log lye there 

But ht wyll bryng me to the chirch here. 

Take ht awaye therefore y praye yow fayrc 
For hardyly my hert beryth hevy y nowh 
For there is Ibrow at reft as in hys chayre 
Fixid fo faft w' hys pTcks rowh 
That in gode feith I wote not wha I lowh 
For Maft'. Pafton the thyng whereon my blifle 
Was holly fette is all fordoone I wyffe. 

By yo*^. John Pympe, thes beyng 

the vj Lett"", that I have fend yow. 



< ExpenfiTet 



Alway 
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I will abate my cuftomable concourfe. 

To you fo 5 coftuous, when fo ever ye come again, 

Which that I feel of reafon, by the courfe 

Of my profFerred fervice, hath made you fo unfain ; 

For verily the Water of the Fountain 

With bread only forthwith your prefence , ,: 

Me ihould content much more than your expence. , 

But aye deem I thus that Fortune hath hired you^ 

For (he but late of forrows more than many 

Hath raked unto my heart an heap more than a mow. 

And would that ye (hould lay thereon on high 

Your heavy unkindnefs to make it fall to lie. 

And God know't well it cannot long lie there 

But it will bring me (un) to the church bier. 

Take it away therefore I pray you fair. 
For hardily my heart beareth heavy enough, 
For there is Sorrow at reft as in his chair. 
Fixed fo faft with his pricks \jpric}des\ rough. 
That in good faith I wot not when I love. 
For Mafter Pafton the thing whereon my blifs 
Was wholly fet, is all fordone, I wis. 

By your John Pympe, 

this being the 6th Letter that I have fent you. 

Always 
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Alway prayyng yow to rcmcmbr the hors that I have in 
every Lett"^ wryten for. As thus that hit wuld plcfe yow to 
undreftond who hath the gentylleft hors iii trottyng and fteryng 
that is in Calis and if he be to fell to fend me word of hys pris 
largeneffe and colo"^ hytt is told me that the Maflf. Port"" hath 
a coragioufe ronyd hors and that he wuld putt hy away by 
caufe he is daungerous in companye and of that I fore not fo 
that he be not chorlifsh at a fpore as plungyng and alfo I fett 
not by hym but if he trotte hye and getilly No more but God 
kepe yow, 

iibyii. 
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To my Ryght JVorJhypftdl Mbodr\ Margret Pqfton. 

PLEASE it yow to weete y* I have rccey vyd yowr Lett' 
wherein is remembryd the gret hurte y* by liklihod myght 
ffalle to my brother iff fo be y^ thys matt' betwyn hym and S^ 
Thom's Brewfes Doghtr' take nott efFedle, wherofF I wolde be 
as fory as hym felfFe reafonably and alfo y® welthy and con- 
veoyeut marriage, y' fcholde be iff it take effe£te wherofF I 

wolde 
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Always praying you to remember the Horfe that I have in 
every Letter written for; as thus, that it would pleafe you 
to underftand who hath the gentleft horfe in trotting and fleer* 
ing that is in Calais, and if he be to fell, to fend me word of 
his pricet largenefs, and colour* 

It is told me, that the Mafter Porter hath a courageous 
roaned horfe, and that he would put him away becaufe he is 
dangerous in company, and of that I force, [care] not, fo that he 
be not churliAi at a fpur, as plunging ; and alfo I fet not by him» 
but if \un/e/s] he trot fome what high and genteelly. No more, 
but God keep you. 

Latter End of March, or April, 
i477f ^7 E. IV. 

JOHN PYMPE. 
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To my right Worjhlpful Mother^ Margaret Pqflon. 

FiEASB it you to weet, that I have received your Letter, 
wherein is remembered the great hurt, that by likelihood 
might fall to my brother, if fo be that this matter between 
him, and Sir Thomas Brews's Daughter take not cSeSt ; whereof 
I would be as forry as himfelf reafonably ; and alfo the wealthy 
and convenient marriage, that (hould be if it take cffeGt ; 
6 whereof 
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wolde be as gladde as any man and a me bett' content nowe 
y* he {holde have hyr than any other y' evyr he was herto- 
ffoor abowte to have hadde confyderyd hyr perfone hyr yowthe 
and the ftok y' (he Is comyn ofFe, y* love on bothe fydes, y* 
tendre fFavor y' fhe is in \v' hyr fFad*^ and mood*", the kyn- 
denefle off hyr fFadr and moodr to hyr in dep'tyng w* hyr, 
the fFavor alfo and goode conceyte y^ they have in my bro- 
ther, The Worfliypfull and vertuous dyfpoficon off hyr fFadr 
9nd moodr whyche p'noflikyth y* of lyklihod the Mayde fholde 
be vertuous and goode, all which concyderyd and the neceflary 
rcIyfFe y' my brother mofl: have, I mervayle the leffe y' ye have 
dep'tyd and gevyn hym the man* ofF Sperham in fuch fforme as 
I have knowleche 6ff by W. Gornay Lomner and Skypwyth and 
I ame ryght gladde to fe in yow fuche kyndeneffe on to my 
brother as ye have doon to hym, and wolde by my trowthe 
lever than G li. y* it weer fFee fymple londe as it is cntay- 
1yd, whyche by liklyhood fcholde profper w* hym and hys 
blode the bett' in tyme to come and fholde alfo neu* caufe 
debate in owr bloode in tyme to come whyche Godde dyfFcnde 
ffor that weer onnaturell. 

It'm another inconvenyence is, wher as I undreflande y' the 
man' is gevyn to my brother and to hys wyfF and to y* iflywe 
bytwcn them bygoten ; Iff the cafe weer foo y' he and fhe 

hadde 

lo this Letter Sir John Pafton (PI. it, N* o.) (hows himfelf a kind and generous 
Brother, in permitting his Mother to give the Minor of Sparham, which appears to be 
entailed on oim and his iflue, to his younger Brother i and though he cannot confci- 

cntioufly 
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whereof I would be as glad as any man; and am better 
content now, that he (hould have her, than any other, that 
tver he was heretofore about to have had, confidered. Her 
Perfon, her Youth, and the flock that fhe is come of, the Love 
on both fides, the tender favour that fhe is in with her father 
and mother ; the kindnefs of her father and mother to her 
in departing with her, the favour alfo, and good conceit that 
they have in my Brother, the worfhipful and virtuous dif- 
pofition of her father and mother, which prognoflicateth that, 
of likelihood, the maid fhould be virtuous and good ; all which 
confidered, and the necefTary relief that my Brother mufl have, 
I marvel the lefs, that ye have departed, and given him the 
manor of Sparham, in fuch form as I have knowledge of by 
W. Gornay, Lomner, and Skipwith ; and I am right glad to fee 
in you fuch kindnefs unto my Brother as ye have done to him ; 
and would by my truth lever [rather] than an lool. that it 
were fee fimple land, as it is intailed, which by likelihood fhould 
profper with him and his blood the better in time to come, and 
fhould alfb never caufe debate in our blood [contention in our fa-- 
mify] in time to come, which God defend [JorB/ii], for that 
were unnatural. 

Item, another inconvenience is, whereas I underfland that 
the manor is given to my Brother, and to his Wife, and to the 
IfTue between them begotten j if the cafe were fo, that he and 

cntioufly permit the entail to be defeated, as the Will of the Dead by this means would 
not be performed, he very readily confents to enter into an engagement to debar himlclf 
fiom ever molefting his Brother or his Widow in their quiet poffclTions thereof. 

Vol. II. I i flie 
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hadde yflfywe togedr a Dowtr or moo, and hys wyfFe dyed auJ 
he marled afftr another and hadde iffywe a Sone, y* Sone 
fholdc liave noon londe and he beyng hys fFadres" beyr, and 
tlbr thenconvenyence y^ 1 have knowe let in ur in cale lyke 
and yit endurytli in Kente by tvveyn a Jentyhnan and his Suft', I 
wolde ye toke the advyce off yowr concell in thys poynt, and 
that y' is paft yow by wrightyng or by promife I deme verrely 
in yow y* ye dyd it off kyndenefle and in efchywyng off a moor 
yll y' myght befall. 

It'm wher as it pleafyth yow that I (holde ratefye grawnt 
or cofermc the feyd gyfte on to my brother it is fo y^ v\' myn 
honefte I may nott and ffor other cawfes, the Pope will fuffre 
a thyng to be ulyd bnt he will nott lycence nor grant it to 
be ufyd nor don and foo I, my Brother John knowyth myn 
entcnt weel i now beer to ffoor in this mat'. I will be ffownde 
to hym as kynde a brother as I may be. 

It'm, iff it be foo y* S^ T. Brews and hys wyff thynke y« 
I wolde troble my l?rother and hys wyff in the feid man' I 
can ffynde no roeene to putte them in fy werte y"^ off but iff 
it neede to be bownde in an obligacon w* a condicon y* I 
(halle nott trowble ner infet' them therin. ' ^ 

It* I thynke y* (he is made fywer i now in aftate in the londe 
and that off Ryght I deme they (hall make noone obftacles at 
my wryghtyng ffor I hadde neu' non' aflate in the londe, ner 
I wolde nott y« I had hadde. 

No mor to yow at thys tyme, but Allmyghty God have 

yow 



.•;^. .-,.*;._.., 
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fhe had iflue together a Daughter or more^ and his wife died, 
and he married after another, and had iflue a Son, that Son 
(hould have none land, and he being [al/hough he be] his father's 
Heir, and for the inconvenience that I have known late in ure 
[in pradlice] in cafe like, and yet endureth in Kent, between a 
Gentleman and his Sifter, I would ye took the advice of your 
counfel in this point, and that {ychkh) is paft you by writing 
or by promife, I deem verily in you, that ye did it of kindnefs, 
and in efchewingof a Wioxt \a greater] ill that might befall. 

Item, whereas it pleafeth you that 1 (hould ratify, grant, and 
confirm the faid gift unto my Brother, it is fo, that with 
mine honefty I may no^, and for other caufes. 

The Pope will fufTer a thing to be ufed, but he will not li- 
cenfe nor grant it to be ufed nor done, and io I. 

My Brother John knoweth mhie intent well enough hereto- 
fore in this matter j I will be found to him as kind a Brother 
as I may be. 

Item, if It be fo that Sir Thomas Brews and his Wife think 
that I would trouble my Brother and his Wife in the faid 
Manor, I can find no means to put them in furety thereof, 
but if it need, to be bound in an obligation with a condition 
that I (hall not trouhle nor infet \jnfejf\ them therein. 

Item, I think that (lie is made fu re enough in eftate in the 
land, and that of right I deem they (hall make none obftacles 
at my writing, for I had never none eftate in the land, nor 
I would not that I had. 

No more to you at this time, but Almighty God have you in 
keeping. 

I i 2 Written 
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yow in kepyng. Wretyn at Caleys the xxviij daye of Marche 
A'. E. iiij. xvij°.. 

By yowr Sone, 

It ^Afton, lit 

u 4 by 94. 
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To yohn Pqfton Efquyer. 

RY G' worfliypfuU and hertely belovyd Brother, I recom- 
aunde me to yow letyng yow weete y* as by Pyrfe Moody 
when he was heer I hadde. no leyfer to fende afwer in wrygh- 
tyng to yow and to my Cofyne Gurnaye off yowr lett'is. butt 
fibr a conclufion ye (Halle ffynde me to yow as kynde as I maye 
be my concienfe and worfliyp favyd, whiche when I fpeke w^ 
yow and them ye bothe (hall weell undreftande and I praye God 
iende yow as goode fpeede in y' mat' as I wolde ye hadde, 
and as I hope ye (hall have er thys lett' come to yow and I 
praye God fende yow yflywe betwyne yow y* maye be as 
honorable as eu' was any off your Anceftris and theris wheroff 
I wolde be as gladde in man' as oft myn owne. Wherffbr I 
praye yow fende me worde how ye doo and iff Godde (Fortune 

me 
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Written at Calais, the 28th day of March, in the 17th year 
of Edward IV^ 

By your Son, 



Calais, 

Friday, i8th of March, 
1477, 17 E. IV. 



JOHN PASTON, Knight. 



LETTER LXXIX. 

To John PaftoHj Efquire. 

'T\ I G H T worfliipful and heartily beloved Brother, I recom- 
-•-^ mend me to you, letting you weet, that as by Peirfe 
Moody, when he was here, I had no leifure to fend anfwer in 
writing to you, and to my Coufin Gurney, of your Letters, but 
for a conclufion ye fhail find me to you as kind as I may be, 
my confcience and worfhip faved, which, when I fpeak with 
you and them, ye both fhall well underftand ; &nd I pray 
God fend you as good f|)eed in that matter as I would ye had, 
and as I hope ye (hall have ere this Letter come to you ; and 
I pray God fend you IflUe between you, that may be as ho- 
nourable as ever was any of your Anceftors and theirs, whereof 
I would be as glad in manner as of mine own ; wherefore I 
pray you fend me word how ye do, and if God fortune me to do 
6 well. 
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me to doo wcell and be off any power, I woll be to S*^. Thomas 
Brewfe and my Lady hys wyfFe a verry Son^ in lawc iFor 
yowr fake and take them as ye doo and doo fFor them as iff 
1 weer in cafe like w* them as ye bee. No moor but Jh'e 
have yow in kepyng. 

Wretyn at Caleys the xiiij daye off Aj)rill A*". E. iiij. xvij^ 
As fFor tydyngs her the fFrenihe Kynge hathe gothen many 
ofF the towns off the Duk of Burgoync as * Seynt Quyntyns 
Abevylc Motrell and now off late he hathe goten * Betoyne 
and Hedynge w' the Caftell ther whyche is on' off y* ryalleft 
Caftells off the worlde and on Sonday at evyn the Ameralle 
off Fraunce leyde fcege at Boloyne and thys daye it is feyde 
y* y* ffrenflie Kynge (halle com' thyddr and thys nyght it is 
feyde y* ther was a Vyfion feyne abowte y* walls of 3 Boloyne 
as it hadde ben a woman w* a mervylowfe lyght men deme y* 
owr Lady ther will ftiewe hyrfelff a Lover to y^ towne. God 
fforfende y' it weer ffrenflie it weer worthe xl m* li. y* it wer 
Englyftie. 

XI 4 by 7 4- 

- Tiiis Letter again affures John Pafton of his brother's intended kindnefs to him, his 
Wife, and her Friends. 

' St. Qpintin, Abbeville, and Montreuil are all in the province of Picardy in France. 
* Bethune and Hefden are in the proYince of Anois^ in the French Netherlands. 
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well, and be of any power, I will be to Sir Thomas Brewfc, 
and my Lady his wife, a very Son-in-law for your fake, and 
take them as ye do, and do for them as if I were in cafe like 
with them as ye be. 

No more, but Jefu have you in keeping. 

Written at Calais, the 14th day of April, in the 17th year 
of Edward IV. 

As for tidings here, the French King hath gotten many of the 
Towns of the Duke of Burgundy, as * Saint Qujntin's, Ab- 
beville, Montreuil ; and now of late he hath gotten * Bethune 
and Hedynge with the Caftle there, which is one of the royaleft 
Caftles of the world ; and on Sunday at even the Admiral of 
France laid fiege at Bologne ; and this day it is faid, that the 
French King (hall come thither ; and this night it is faid, that 
there was a Vifion feen about the Walls of ^ Bologne, as it had 
been a Woman with a marvellous light T rnen deem that our 
Lady there, will (hew herfelf a Lover to that Town : God 
forefend [forbid] that it were French, it were worth 40,000/. 
that it were Engli(h. 

^ JOHN PASTON, Knight. 

Calaisy 

Monday, 14th of April, 
1477, »7 E. IV. 

Paper Mark, 

French Arms, 

and I, £• S. 

PI. XII. N« 22. 

' This Town, on the Engriih Channel in the proyince of Picardy, in France, whidi 
Sir John eftcems of fuch conicqucnce, was taken by the Knglid), in the reign of Henry 
VIII. but reftored again to France, on a ranic>m oi 300,000 Crowns. 

The (lory of the Apparition (hews the iiipcrlHrh>a <if the age, which inunediately 
sifcribcd it to the Care of our I.ady, and as a figu of hci prote^ing the place. 

* Autograph. PI. it. N* 9. 

LET. 
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To John Pqfton Efquyer. 

IRecomand me to yow letyng yow weete y^ I have Ipoken 
to ' Herry Colett and entretyd hym in my beft wyfe ffor yow 
(bo y* at y* laft he is agreyd to a refonable refpyght ffor y* 
XV li, y' ye (holde have payd hym at Mydfom' as he feyth 
and is gladde to do yow eafe or plefyr in all y* he maye and I 
tolde hym y* ye wolde as I fuppofyd be heer at London herr 
nott long to and than he lokyth afftr y* ye fholde com' fee hym 
ffor he is Sheryff and hathe a goodely hows. 

It' my Lady off * Oxenfforth lokyth afftr yow and Arblaft* 
bothe. 

My Lord off ' Oxenfford is nott comen in to Inglonde y* I 
can p'ceyve, and fo y® goode Lady hathe nede off helpe and 
cowncell how y* (he (hall doo. 

No moor at thys tyme butt God have yow in kepyng. 

Wretyn att London on Seynt Awdryes daye A^ E. iiij^' xvij\ 

Tydyngs butt y^ yiftMaye my Lady Marqueys off ^ Dorfet 
whych is my Lady Haftyngs Dowtr hadyd Chylde a Sone. 

■ Sir Henry Colct was Lord Mayor of London, in i486. 

• Margaret, Daughter of Richard Neville, Earl of Salifbury ; (he was during the 
imprifonment of her Lord in great diftrefs, 

3 John de Vere, Earl of Oxford, was at this time a Prifoner in the Caftlc of Hammet, 
in Picardy j what cxpcdtation there was of his coming into England at this time I know 
not. 

It' 
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L E T T E R LXXX- 

To John Pq/ion, Efquire. 

I Recommend me to you, letting you weet, that I have 
fpoken with ' Harry Colett, and entreated him in my bed 
wife for you, fo that at the laft he is agreed to a reafonable 
refpite for the 15I. that ye fhould have paid him at Midfummcr, 
as he faithy and (be) is glad to do you eafe or pleafure in all 
that he may ; and I told him that ye would, as I fuppofed, be 
here at London, here not long to, and then he looketh after, that 
ye fhould come fee him^ for he is Sheriff, and hath a goodly 
houfe. 

Item, my Lady of * Oxford looketh after you and Arblafter 
both. 

My Lord of ' Oxford is not come into England that I can 
perceive; and fo the good Lady hath need of help and couniel 
how that (he ihall do* 

No more at this time; but God have you in keeping* 

Written at London on Saint Audrey's [Etbeldreda's] day, in 
the 1 7th year of Edward IV. 

Tidings but [on/y] that yefterday my Lady Marchionefs of 
4 Dorfet, which is my Lady Haftyngs^s Daughter, had childed 
a Son. 

4 Cecilyt fecond Wife to Thomas Greyt Marquis of Dorfet^ was Daugbt€» and 
Heir of Williiim Bonvile, Lord Bonvile and Harrington, by Kutharine, Daughter of 
Richard Nev?Ue, Earl of Salilbur}', who was now the Wife of Lord Hallyngs, Lord 
Chamberlain, and GoTcmor of Calaii. 

Vol. II. K k Item> 
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It* my Lord Charableyn b comyn hyddr flfro Caleys and 
redya w^ y^ Kyngc to Wyndeihor and y® Kyng will be her* 
ageyn on mondaye. 

S 3I- IP- ft- 

< Autograph. PI. it. N<* i2. 
iiftbyjj. 
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Un to the Ryght fVwfcbepful S^. John Pajlon knygbt. 

MAST* PaftoQ after all dew recomandacon and herty diflire 
to here of your good hele Plefe yt you to wete, 1 have 
fpoken w^ S^ John of Medilton as wel as I cowde and yt had ben 
for myfelf for his Hoby that ye diflired, and tolde hym he 
xnyght wel forbere hym nowe in as moche as Maftres Jane was 
ded, and that yt is a great coft for hym to kepe moo hors than 
he nedyth, and he aYifwered me that he wold felle hym w* good 
will» but ther (huld no man hie hym under ' x li. Flemefch, 
and I offered hym in your name x marke for he wold not here 

We have in this Letter feveral Anecdotes of a public nature, relatire to the wars in 
France, and particularly concerning the Hofiiliries committed by the French King on the 
Pofleffions of the HeireTs of Burgundy. 

of 
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as* 



Item, m)r Lord Chamberlain is come hither from Calais, and 
(is) ridden with the Kmg to Windfor, and the King will be 
here again on Monday. 

» JOHN PASTON, knight. 



London, 
Monday, 23d of June^ 
»477t x? -B. IV. 



LETTER LXXXL 



Umo the Kgbtmrjblpful Sir John Pafton, Kmgbt. 

MASTER Pafton^ after all due recommendation^ and heart/ 
defire to hear of your good hele [bealtblp pleafe it you 
to weet, I have fpoken with Sir John of Middylton as well as 
I could, and it had been for myfelf, for his Hobby that ye 
defiredy and told him he might well forbear him now in as much 
as Mrs. Jane was dead, and that it is a great coft for him to 
keep more Horfe than he needeth ; and he anfwered me, that 
he would fell him with good will, but there ihould no man 
buy him under MoA Flemifh ; and I offered him in your name, 

" Between { and 61. £ngliih, and equal inTalue to upwards of aol. at thii prtfent 
time^ apparently a great price for a Hobby. 

K k a 10 MarkS) 
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of horteotfedf ^mMytig teorfe that ye tpjght ginre hym tberfiirc, 
And alfo my Lord diffiwd to have bow-ce hym for th^ Lo/d 
•Schauntrell that is ChefFCapteyn of * Seym Omersand he wold 
no leffe Icte my Lord have hym than x li. and fo my Lord 
bowte another, and gave hym the feide Lord, for he thoughte 
this to dere, neu'theleffe he wol not fellebym tdno man under 
that mony that Ke fette hym on. And fo ye may bye your 
plefur in hym and ye left, for otherwyfe he wol not doo for 
ou as I coftfeve. 

And as for tydyngs in theyfe p'tyes, the Frenche Keng leyzth 
at Sege at * Seynt Omers on the on', fide of the town a myle of, 
but he hath no gret Ordenaunce ther, and they of the town 
(kyrmyfli w*. them eu'y day, and. kepe a paffage halff a (nyle w^ 
oute the town. And the French Keng hath brenned All the 
townys and, fay re Abbeys that were that way aboute Seynt 
Omerd, and alib the Comes weche ar there. And alfo as yt yt 
feide for ferteyn the French Keng hath brenned ' Caflellt that 
ys myil hoold ^ Lady af Borgeynys Joynttor and all the countre 
there aboute^ whereby (he. hath loft a gret part of her Lyvelod,^ 
and that is, a (herewed tokyn that he * menyth wel to the 
Keng howur Suffereygn Lord when he iatendyth to diftroye 
her. 

, Morou' S^. Phylep de Crevekere hath takyn them that were in 
Fynys w^ inne this iiij dayes to the noumbre of xiiij pTonys 
and the remiit where fled, and he had them to the French 

* Ponton de Santraillet. A Nobleman of this name was taken prifoncr by the Duke 
of Bedford, before Beauvait, and was exchanged for Lord Talbot, when he was captured 
at the battle of Pataie. 

* A City of the French Netherlands, about i8 miles S.E. from Calais, and a part of 
the Pofleffions of the Houfe of Burgundy. 

Keng, 
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ro Maries, for he would not hear of none other ambling Horiei 
that ye might give him therefore. /■ 

And alfo my Lord dcfired to have bought him for the Lord 
* Schauntrell that is chief, Captain of Saint • Omers ; and he 
would (/^) no left let my Lord have him than ipl. and fo my 
Lord bought anMher, and gave him the faid Lord» for he thought 
this too dear : neverthelefs he will not fell hidi to no mrtsttt under 
that money, that he fet hini on, arid (o ye may buy your pleafure 
in ^im and ye lift ; for otheritrife he will not do for you as I 
conceive. 

And as for tidings in thefe parts, the French King Ueth at 
iiege at * St. Omers, on the one fide of the Town a mile'bff, 
but ixe hath no great Ordnance there ; and they of the town 
ildrniifli with them every day, and keep a paffiige half a oiile 
without the town ; and the French King hath brenped {Jhint} 
all the Towns, and fair Abbeys, that were that, waj about St. 
Omers^ and alfb the Cora* which are there. 

And alio, as it is faid for certain^ the French King hath breoned 
^ Caflell, that is my old ^ Lady of Burgundy's Jointure, and all 
the Country thereabout, whereby (he hath loft a gre^t part of her 
livelihood s and that is a (hrewd token that he ' meaneth well to 
the King our Sovereign Lord, when he intendeth to deftroy her. 

Moreover Sir Philip de Creveker hath taken them that were 
in Fynes within this &ur days to the number x>f 1 4 perfons, and 
the remanent were fled, and he had them to tbe French King, 

s A Town fituated about 10 nules N. E. of St. ^Omtrs. 
* Margaret, Sifter to Edward IV. 
< This feems to be fpoken in irony. 

^nd 
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Keng, and he hath brentte all the place, and pulled down the 
Towre and a part of the wall and difstroyed yt. 

And as yt is feid yf the French Keng can not gete Seynt Omers 
that he intendyth to brenge his Armye thorwe theyfe Marchys 
into Flaundresy wherefore my Lord hath do brokyn all the 
paflagea excep Newham bryge» weche is wached and the Turne 
Pyke fhette eu*y nyght^ And^ the feide French Keng w* inne 
thefe iij dayes rayled gretcly of my Lord to Tygyr Purfeunt 
opynly byfore ij hundred of his Folkst wherefore y t ys thaught 
here that he wold feynde a quarell to fett upon thys town, if 
he myght gete aviitage. And as I underftonde the ^ EmpVys 
Sonc ys maryed at .' Gaunte as this day, and ther cam w^ hym 
but iiij hundred horfe, and 1 can here of no moo that be comyng 
in ferteyn, and in mony he bregyth w^ hym an hundred thow* 
fand ' Pokets, wheche is but a fmalle thyng in regard for 
that he hath to doo, wherefore I fere nie fore that Flaundres 
will be loft. And yf Seynt Omers be whonnyn all is gon in 
my concey t, neu* the leffe they fay there (huld come gret powere 
ajfti^if the Emp^o^ys Son but I be leve y t not by caufe they have 
ben fb long of comyng* 

And I pray you to recomaunde me unto S^. Tyrry Rob(ert 
and tliat yt plefc you to letc hym knowe of your tydyngs 
and hour Lord have you in his kepyng. 

* Maxitnilinn^ Son of the Emperor Frederick, married Mary, Daughter and Heir of 
Charles the Bold, Duke of Burgundy.— * She was the richeft Heirefs of her time, and 
had beien promifed by her Father to many Princes, and aroongfl the number to this Prince^ 

whom ihe now chpfe for herfelf. -She was about 19 years of age at the time of her 

marriage, in Auguft 1477, and lived only ^^e or fix years after it. 

At 
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and he hath brent all the place, and pulled down the Tower, 
^nd a part of the wall, and deftroyed it. 

And as it is faid, if the French King cannot get St. Omers, 
that he intendeth to bring his Army through thefe Marches into 
FlanderSy wherefore my Lord hath do broken [caufedto be broken] 
^Jl the paffages, excjy>t Newham Bridge, which is watched,' and 
the Turnpike (hut every night. 

And the faid French King within thefe three days railed greatly 
of i^«] my Lord to Tyger Pourfuivant, openly Before two liuii- 
dred of his Folks ) wherefore it is thought here, that he would 
feign a quarrel to fet upon this town, if he might get advantage. 

And as I underftand, the * Emperor's Son is married at 
^ Ghent as this day ; and there came with him but four hundred 
Horfe, and I can hear of no more that be coming in certain ; 
and in money he brought with him an hundred thoufand ' Du- 
cats, which is but a fmall thing in regard for that he hath to do ; 
wherefore I fear me fore, that Flanders will be loft; and if St. 
Omers be won, all is gone in my conceit ; neverthelefs they (ay 
t^ere ihould come great power after the Emperor's Son^ *but 
I believe it not, becaufe they have been fo long of coming. 

And I pray you to recommend me unto Sir Terry^ Robfart^ 
and that it pleafe you to let him know of your tidings, and our 
Lord have you in his keeping. 

7 A City of the Auftnan Netherlands, and the capital of Flanders. 

' A Ducat of Gold is worth about iOi.-*-Of Silver, nearly 51. 

• Sir Terry Robfart, Knight, of Sidiftern, in Norfolk, by the marriage of his Daugh. 
ter Lucy, to Edward Wulpole, £fq. became an Ancelior to the prje(ent Earl of Orford. 
He died in 1 496, 

At 
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At Calais the Snndajnext after hour I^y the Aflumpfion* 

Your, 

tti by 8i. 

»• Edmund Bedynffeld married Margaret^ Daughter of Sir John Scot, Comptrollei 
oFCalau, and was created a Knight of the Bath, at the Coronation of Richard III. 

Us 
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^0 ny rytb retient (md worfchifvl hujband Jon Pajlon. 

RY T H l-eu*ent and worfchcful hufbond I rccomaude mc to 
* yow ^elyryng hertyly to Iicr' of yowr wylfar tbankyng 
yow for y* tokyn ye fent inc be Edmude Pcrys preyng yow 
to w^ete y^ my modyr fent to my fiadyr to London for a Gk)une 
cloth of ' Muftyrddevyllers to make of a Goune for me and 
he tolde my modyr and me wanne he was comme bom' yt 
he cargey t yow to beyit aftyr y^ he was come outc of Londop. 

I pie yow if it be not l)owt y' ye wyl wcchefaf to byit and 
fendyt hom' as fonc as ye may for I have no Gouiie to werr yb 
wyntyr but my blak and my ^ grcne a Iyer and y' is fo comerus 
y* I ham wery to weryt. 

'This word occurs more than once in thefc letters, but the meaning of it I cannot 
afcertain to ray own fatisfa^ion ; though perhaps it refers to fome place in France^, where 
the Cloth wa- manufaduned. The following, hoifever, appears the moft fatisfactorj expla- 
nation: Mufterde?clert Muftyrddevyllers, Moitie^ or (as fometiroes anciently and erro- 

neoufly fpelt) MeJUtr di FeUmrs^ French, a Half-Velret ; or Mefiis de reUurs^ % 
Baftard- Velvet. M^tyamt is alfo an old French word, fignifying het^veen hoth. On the 
preA nt occafion, a proper allowance mud be made for the imperfe^ons of female fpelling, 
in ao age of unfcttled orthography. 
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At Qalais^ the Sunday next after the Aflumption^ 

Your, 
:^ EDMUND BEDYNGFELD. 



. Calaif, 

Sund 
1477 



Sunday, x7thof Auruft. 
, 17 E. IV. 



He was highly in favour with Henry VIL who paid him a royal vifit at Oxburgh, la 
Norfolk; whkh fine Seat he built.— Ht died in 1496, PI. vr. N<* 30. 



LETTER LXXXII. 

To fff^ rr^ht reverend and 'ivorfbipfut Hufiand^ John Paftm. - 

RIGHT reverencL and worfhipful Huil^andj J recomqiend 
me to you, defiring heartily to hear of your welfare^ 
thapking you for the Token that ye fent me by Edmund Perys, 
praying you to weet that my Mother fent to my father to Lon*- 
4,on for a Gown cloth of * Muftyrddevyllers to make of a Gown 
for me; and he told my Mother and me when he came home, 
that he charged you to buy it^ after that he was come out of 
London. 

I pray you, if it be not bought, that you will vouch fafe to buy 
it, and fend it home as foon as ye may, for I have no gown to 
wear this winter but my black aiid my * green a Iyer, and thar is 
lib cumberoua that I am weary to wear it. 

♦ Qu. Grenomllierc, Froj^colour. 

Vot.II. LI As 
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As for y' Gyrdyl y* my fadjrr be beflryt me I fpake td liym 
yer of a lytyl befor he yede to London laft and he feyde to 
me y^ y*" faute was in yow y^ ye wolde not thynk yer uppe 
on to do makyt but I fopofe yt ys not fo he feydyt but . for a 
ikeufacion. I pre yow yf ye der takyt lippe ;ba yow y^ ye 
wyl weche faf to do makyt a yens ye come hoin* for I hadde 
ne\i^ mor nede yer of yan I have now for I ham.waxfe fo 
fetys yt I may not be *gyrte in no barre of no Gyrdyl, y^ I 
have but of on* Elizabet Peverel hath leye fek xv or xvj wekys 
of y'^Seyefyka but fche ferit my inodyr word^be'TCate yat fche 
ihuld come hedyr wanne God fent tyme yoow fche fhuld be crod 
ill a barow. 

Jon of Dam* was her* and my modyr dylkevwyrd me to hym 
and hp ^t^ be by$^ Orouth y* he was ooit gladder of no t%ng 
y^ he harde thys towlmonyth yan he was yer of. 

I may no leger tevc be mycrafte I am dyflbeawyrd of aBe 
men y fc me. 

Of atle odyr thyngys-^y* ye defeyreydyat I fhuld fcnde jrow 
word of I have fent yow word of in a lett* y* I dede wryte on 
ouwyr * Ladyis day lafte was y* holy trenyte have yow in hefe 
kepyng. 

Wrctyn at Oxriede in' ryth gret Haft on y^ thriifday next 
before Seynt Tomas day. 

I pre yow y^ ye wyl wer y* ' reyng w* y* emage of Seynt 

*' Conoeprioaof our Ladyt StkoC December* , 

* Thif Ring, bearing the Image of her faTourite Saint, being worn by her hufband 
as a remembrance, might be looked npon as a guilrdian fo her in her then fituation, ah<l 
be a means of preferring her from any difagreeable accident* 

Margrete 
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As fo^ the Girdle that my father behcfled [fromifed] me, I 
fpake to him thereof a little before, he ycd [went] to London 
laft, and he faid to me that the fault was in you, that ye wopld 
not think thereupon to do make it \to have it made], but I 
fuppofe that it is not fo, he faid it but for a (keufacion [an excu/e] ; 
I pray yop, if ye dare take it upon you, that ye will vouchfafe 
to do make it [to have it made] againft ye come home, lor I had 
never more need thereof than I have now, for: 1 have waxed fo 
fetys [prettily] that I may not be * girded in no bar of no girdle, 
jhat I have but of one, Elizabeth Peverel hath been fick fifteen 
or fixteen weeks of the Sciatica, but (he fent my Mother word 
by Kate, that (he (hould come hither when God fent time^ 
though (he (hould be crowd [wheeled] in a barrow. 

John ofT)am was here, and my Mother difcovercd me to him, 
and he faid by his truth, that he was not gladder of nothing 
that he heard this twelvemontli, than he was thereof. 

I may no longer live by my craft [cunningj, I am difcovercd of 
all men that fee me. 

Of all other things that ye defired that I (hould fend you word 
of, I have fent you word of in a letter that I did write on * Our 
Lady's day laft was j the Holy Trinity have you in his keeping. - 

Written at Oxnead, in right great hafte, on the Thurfday 
next before Saint Thomases day. 

I pray you that ye will wear the ^ Ring with the ln>age of 

Queiy, Was not this Letter written in the i!>eginiuiig of July, 1478, the Trtofiition^ 
of St. Thomas being on the 7th, and the Vifitation of our Lady on the 2d of July ? 
It will thus accord with Letter LXXXV. 
Autograph. PI. vii.N*»7. 
* The fame very natural thought occurs in the ancient Ballad of Child Waterr. 

*« My girdle of gold that was too longc, 

«* Is now too fhort for mee.*' 
See Percy •s CoUedion, 3d edit. vol. III. p. J J. 

L 1 2 Saint 
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Margrete y* 1 fcnt yow for a rememraufc tyl yc comehom* 
ye have lefte me fweche a rememraufe y^ makyth mc to tbyrik 
uppc on yow bothe day and nyth wanne I wold fdepe. 

Yours, 

Paper Mark* 
Crofs Keys, 
PI. XII. N*» 19. 



To my Ryght nmrjhy^ll Madrc Margret Pq/lon be thys delyu\d. 

PLEASE It yow to wecte y' whcr as I entcndyd to have 
ben at home thys Mydfom* and p*pofyd w' yowr goode 
helpe to have bygonne uppou my ffadrys tongibe fo y* it myght 
have ben endyd thys fomyr, it is fbo y* ffor fuche cawfys as 
ar nowe bygunne by twyen my Lorde off SufP and me ffor 
the Manerys off Heylefdou, Drayton, &c. for whyche mat'is 
I moft nedys be heer thys nexte terme therffor I deme it woU 
be afftr Mydfom* er than I can fee yow. 

Pleafe it yow alfo to weete y' I comonyd w maft' Pykenh*m 
to weete iff he wolde bye the clothe off golde for foo moche as 

. Jie 
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Saint Margaret, that I fent you for a remembrance, till ye 
come home ; ye have left me fuch a remembrance, that maketh 
me to think upon you' both day and night when I would deep. 

Yours, 

MARGERY PASTON. 

Oxnea^ 

Thurfdajr, 1 8th of December, 
1477, 17 E. IV. 



LETTER LXXXIII. 

To my right worjhipful Mother Margaret Pa/ion^ be this delivered. 

PLEASE it you to weet, that whereas I intended to have 
been at hpme this Midfummer, and purpofed with your 
good help to have begun upon my Father*s Tomb, fo that it 
might have been ended this Summer ; it is fo, that for fuc!i 
caufes as are now begun between my Lord of Suffolk and me, 
for the Manors of Heylefdon, Drayton, &c. for which matters 
I muft needs be here this next term ; therefore I deem it would 
be after Midfummer, ere than \before'\ I can fee you. 

Pleafe it you alfo to weet that I communed with Mafler Py- 
kenham to weet if he would buy the Cloth of Gold for fo much 

as 
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he defyryd ens to have bowte it and he offrjd infe k^is xx mark* 
therflbr neu'thelefle it cofte me xxiiij^ yit nowe when j^ I fpake 
to hyrti ther off he rcfufyd to bye it and fcydey^ he ftaddfeiibwe 
fomany chargys y* he maye nott. Butt itisfoo y* the Kynge 
dojthe mak fertayne copys and veftymentys off like clothe 
whycbe he enten^th to gyve to the Coledge at ' Foodryngdre 
wher my Lorde hys ffadre is nowe buryed and he byethe at a 
grete pryce. 

I comonyd Wt the veftment maker ffor 'to helpe me ffoothc 
wt xij yards and he hathe grauntyd me to doo as Whetleye can 
telle yow, wherffor iff it pleafe yow tliat It be byftowyd ffor to 
make a Towmbe ffor my ffadre at Bft>mholme^ iff ye lyke to 
fcnde it hyddr iffe it be folde I undretake or Mychelmeffe y* ther 
IhalU be a Torabe and forawhatt ellys ovyr my ffadris grave 
on whoys Sowle God have raerfye y^ ther (hall noone be lyke It 
in Norff and as ye fhalle be gladde herafftr to fee it, and God 
fende me leyfer y* I tnaye come home and iff I doo not yit the 
monye (hall be putte to noon other ufe butt kepyd by fotae y^ 
ye truft tylle y* it may be byftowyd acordyg as is above wrctyb 
and ellys I gyve yow cawfe nevyr to trufte me whylle ye and I 
lyve. When I was laft w^ yow ye grauntyd y* the fcyde Clothe 
of Qolde (holde be bywaryd abowte thys werkc yt is akeve 
wretyn whyche iff ye wylle pcrfforme lundretake y* ther fhallc 

be 

It appears by tVis Letter that Sir John Paflon (PI, i v. N» 9.) feared that hU Mother 
would not fend the Cloth of Gold to him, left he (houldfeU it, and not apply the money 
to the purpofe of ereffing a Tomb to the memory of his Father, who had now been dead' 
twclre years. Hfe was buried ttrj ftimptooiifly in Broaholm Priory, and probably a. 

fuitablcL 
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ii he dcfirftd crfice to hare bdught it, and he ofFered me once 
20 tmitki (i^ A '6f. %d.) therefore, neverthelefs it coft me 24/. 
yet now, when [1 Tpake to him thereof^ he irefufed to buy it ; 
ind faid, that he had ndW fo many charges that he may not. 

But it IS fo that the King doth make certain Copes and Veft- 
ments of like Cloth, which he intendeth to give to the College 
of ' Fotheringhay, where my Lord his Father is now buried, and 
he buyeth at .a great price ; I conimuned with the veftment 
mali^ JEbf to help me forth with 1 2 yards, and he hath granted 
to do, as Wheatley can tell you ; wherefore, if it pleafe you 
that it be beftowed for to make a Tomb for my Father at Brom- 
bolm, if ye like to iend it hither, if ifi^ be ibid I undertake ere 
Michaelmas, that there (hall be a Tomb, and fomewhat elfe 
over my Father's grave, on whofe Soul God have mercy, that 
there (hall none be like it in^Norfelk ; and as ye (hall be glad 
hereafter to fee it; and God fend me leifure that I may come 
home, ind if I do not, yet the money (hall be put to none 
other uie, but kept by Unne othdtr that yetri^O:, till that it miy 
be beftowed acccvding as is above y^ritteny an4.clfe I gtveyoii 
cauie never to truft me while ye and I live. 

When I was laft with you, ye granted^ that the faid Cloth of 
Gold ihould be bewared [expended in ex€bange\ about thi^ work^ 
that is above written, which if ye will performt I t^adertak^ 

i\iitabk tomb ihould HtSLWt been immediately ere&ed| but had beai deferred by Sir John 
^m time to dme on account of the eapence* 

' Richard Plantagenet, Duke of York, Father of King fidward IV. wai flun ih the 
battk of Wakefield^ in Diocetofief, 1460 1^ ktf eo¥pft vm ffft taiNirftd at Pontcfra^ bue 
afterwards removed to the collegiate church of Fotheringhay • 

that 
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be fuche a Towmbe as ye ihalle be pleafyd at thowgh it coiV ma 
XX marke off myn owne purfe befyde iff I (His fette uppon it. 

No mor but I befecbe Goode have yow in hys kepyng. 

Wretyn at London y* Wednyfdaye in Whyghtfonwekc A"". 
E. iiij'* xviij®. Plcafe it yow to fende me worde by Whatley off 
yowr plefyr her in. 

By your Sone, 

3o5a |9affott,B^ ^ 

12 by 6 J. 



Tfi the Ryght Worjhygull S' John Pajiony Knight, 

I GREET yow well and fend yow Goddys biyflyng andmf* 
latyng yow wete y I have (ent yow be Whetele y** Clothe 
of Golde chargyng yow yat it be not folde to no other ufe ya 
to y* p'rformyng of yowyr fadyrs toombe as ye fend me worde 
in wrytyi>gt yf ye fell yt to any othyr ufe by my trowthe I 
fhall neu* troft yow wyll I leve. 

Remebyr y^ y^ cofte me xx'* marke y* plcggyng owte of yt 

and yf I wher not glad to fe y* made I wolde not dep'te from it; 

Remebyr yow what charge I have had wt yow of late whyche 

6 wyl 
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thatthere'fliall befuch a Tomb, as ye (hall be pleafed with, 
though it coft me 20 marks (i^I. 6s. SJ.) of mine own purfc 
beiide, if 1 once fet upon it. 

No more, but I befeech God have you in his keeping. 

Written at London the Wednefday in Whitfun-week,in the 
18th year of Edward IV. 

Pleafe you to fend me word by Wheatley of your pleafure 
herein. 

By your Son, 

- JOHN PASTON, Knight. 

London, 
WedneiHay, 13th of Mayi 



1478, 18 E. IV. 



LETTER LXXXIV- 

^0 the Right tForJhipful Sir John Pa/Ion^ Knight. 

I Greet you well and fend you God*s bleding and mine, letting 
you wcet that I have fent you by Wheatley the Cloth of 
Gold, charging you that it be not fold to none other ufe than to 
the performing of your Father's Tomb, as ye fend me word in 
writing ; if ye fell it to any other ufe, by my truth, I (hall never 
truft you while I live. 

, Remember that it coft me 20 marks (^13/. 6i. ^d.J the pledg- 
ing out of it, and if I were not glad to fee that made, I 
would not depart from it. Remember you what charge I have 
Vol. II. M m had 
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wyl uot be for my cafe y'^ ij ycr^ wl»nt yc may bett* I troft ye 

' My Cofyn Cler* dothe as meche code at Bromhotn as whyUc 
drawe an C li. upon y^ Dedcys in y^ Quem and im. qtkyr places, 
and Heydon in lyke why lie and yf y^^ fliuldfi ^q tbyng be don 
for y' fadyr yt wolde be to gret a fchamcfipf us alle and in chefie 
to fe bym lye as Ke dothe. 

Alfo as I und'ftond y' my Cofyn Robt Clere thynkyth gret 
on kyndeneffe in delyog wjrth hym of Pccoke for certeyn pal^ 
ture y' br grawotyd hym ta have and Pecoke hath letyn it to 
othyr fuche as he lyfte to lete yt to not wjftondywg; my Cofyn 
hath leyd y« paftur w' hys Catell and Pecok bathe ftreny^ 
them. 

I thynk thys delyng is not as yt fRulde be. T wolde yt iclic 
of yow (hulde do for other and leve as Kyni^fmcn and 
Frendys, for fuche SVawnts my make trobyll by twyxe yow^ 
wheche wher a ageynfte cortefy fo nyhe ncwbors as ye be, he 
is a man of fubftance and worchyp and fo wylle be takyn in 
thys fchyr and I wer lothe y* ye (hulde lef? y* good wylle 
of fuche as may do for yow. 

It', wher as ye have begonne yo' cleyme in Heylyfdon and 
Drayton. I py God fend yow good fpede and foderance in yit. 

The following is indorfed, ** Lra Johi Pafton mil. p. qua patet.'* << Se fore in magno 
favore Regis." 

This Lr.tt£r is in anfwer to that of Sir John PafioQ to his Mother (PL ii. N^ to.) 
iAttd 13th of May, 1478, and ihews the defire that ihe had that fome Tomb iboutd ' 
be erefted over her Huiband's Grave. 

Ye 
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had with you of liatte, /which will not be for my eaie this two 
years ; when yc hiay better, 1 truft ye will remember it. 

* My Coufin Qere doth as much coft at Bromholm as will 
draw aii looA upon the Delks in the Choir, and in other places^ 
and Heydbn in like wift, and if there fhould nothing be done 
foi your Father, itwcruld be too great 41 fliame for us aril, and in 
chief to fee hirii Ce srs lie doth. 

Alfe as i utiderffand that my Coufin Robert Clere tbinkcth 
great utAiridtreftiti^ dealing with ftim' of ftac6ck, for certain 
pifturerthat ye granted hi ni to have, and Peacock hatK let it to 
others, flrck a3 he lift to let it to, notwithftanding my Coufin 
hath laid the pafture with his Cattle, and Peacofck hath diftrain-^ 
ed them. I think this dealiftg is-not as it ftould be ; I would 
Aat each of you lliould do for (the) olhtr, and live as Kinf- 
Awfivaiid Friends ; Tor fuch Servants may* make trouble betwixt 
you, which were againft courteiy, fo near neighbours as ye be. 
Hf fs a man of fubftance and worfhip, and fo will be taken iu 
this (hire ; and I were loth that ye fliould lofe the good will of 
fuch as :ttaLy do for ^cm. 

Item, whereas ye have begun your claim in Hellefdon and 
Drayton, I pray God fend you good fpeed and furtherance in it; 

' William or Thomas Clere ; they both died without Tflue, and were fuccecded by 
Robert their next brother, who was knighted in 14949 and died in 1529. The advice 
which (he gives her Son refpedting his behaviour towards this GentlemaB} ihews her to be 
a woman of fenfe and difcemment* 

, . Mm z ye 
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Yc have as good a feafon as.ye wulde wyfche confyderyng y* 
yo' Adu'fary ftandys not in beft favyr w^ y* Kynge. 

Alfo ye have y* voyfe in y" Contre yt ye may do as meche w* 
y* Kyng as any Knygth y' ys longyng to y* Corte, yf yt be fo 
I pray God contynu yt. And alfo y^ ye (huld mary rygth nygth 
of y* *Qwenys blood qwat fche ys we are not as certeyn 
but yf y t be fo y* yowyr lond fchuld come agayne by y* reafon 
of yo*^ maryage and to be fett in reft at y* Reu'ence of God for 
fake yt nowt yf yc can .fynde in yo' hartc to love hyr fo y^ 
fche be fuche on* as ye can thynke to have Iflu by or ellys 
by my trowthe I had rather y' ye neu* maryd in yo"^ lyfFe. . 

Alfo yf yowyr mater take not now to good effete ye and all 
yowyr frendys may repent them y^ ye began ytf. cleyme w* 
owte/y* ye have take fuche a fuyr wcy as may be^ to yo'iptcnt 
for rii'any incovenyens yt may falle ye*^ of. God (end yow^ood 
fpede in all yowyr maiters, 

Wretyn at Mawteby y* day aft'Seyt • Auftyn in May y* xviij 
ycr of Kyng Edward y* iiij*^. 

iihy 10. ^ 

^ Some Lady of the Woodrile or Widyile fifuoily. 
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ye have as good a feafon as yc would wiih, confidering that 
your Adverfary ftands not in heft favour with the King. 

Alfo ye have the voice in this Country, that ye may do as 
much with the King, as any Knight that is belonging to the 
Court ; if it be fo, I pray God continue it ; and alfo that ye 
ihould marry right nigh of the * Queen's blood ; what (he is we 
are not as certain, but if it be fo, that your Land fhould come 
again by the reafon of your marriage, and to be fet in reft, 
at the reverence of God forfake it not, if ye can find in your 
heart to love her^ fo that (he be fach one as ye can think to have 
IflTue by, or elfe by my truth, I had rather that ye never married 
in your life. 

Alfo, if your matter take not now to good effeO, ye and all 
your Friends may repent them that ye began your claim, with- 
out that ye have taken fuch a fure way, as may be to your intent, 
for many inconveniencies that may fall thereof; God fend you 
good fpeed in all your matters. 

Written at Mawteby the day after Saint ' Auftin in May, the 
1 8th year of King Edward the IVth. 



By your Mother. 



Mawteby, 
Tuefday, 26th of May, 
1478, 18 E. IV. 



3 St* Auguftine, a 5th of May« 

LET. 
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7d John Pa/iM tfquyer be thys Ltttre ielyuyd or tt) my Meftreffe 
hys njuyffe at Norwyeh to delyu^ to fjym. 

BROTHER John I recomaund me to yow and I tliauke 
God my Suftr yowr wyffe and yow off my fFayr Nevywe 
Cryftofore whyche I undreftandc ye have wher off! ame ryght 
gladde and I praye God fende yow manye if it be hys plefyr, 
neu thelefs ye be nptt kynde y^ ye fende me no wetyng ther off 
I hadde knowlege by ffootemen or eu* ye kowde iSyndo any 
Meffeng' on hprlbak to brynge me worde theroff. 

t\ it is ibo y^ the Duke off ' Bokyngh'm (hall come on Pil- 
grymage to * Walfyngh'm and fo to Bokenh'm Caftell to my 
Lady hys^ ' Suftft and the© it is fuppofyd y^ he ihalle to ray 
Lady off* Norff', and myn Oncle Will'm corny the w^ hyo^ .awd . 
he tellyth me y^ ther is like to be troble in the man* off Oxehhed 
wherffor I^praye yow take hedde leffe f the Duke off SufT 
coucell pley therw* now at the ' vacacon off thje Bencffyfe as 

We fee by thU Account the methods pra£tifed by the great men of the time to get 
pofleiGon of £ftate8 and Beneices ; and we arc informed of the King's Intention of fitting 
as a Judge to try a Criminal : the Anecdotes likewife of the Earl of Oxford are cu- 
rious. 

' Heiiry Stafford ; he was beheaded in 1483, i Richard III. 

* Pilgrimages to our Lady of Walfingham, in Norfolk, ^erc at this time undertaken 
^y all ranks of people from the King to the Beggar, 

they 



EDWARD IV. 271 



LETTER LXXXV. 

To John Pajlofij Efquire^ be this Letter delivered^ or ta my Mftrejs 
bis Wife at Norwich^ to deliver to bim. 

BROTHER John, I recommend me to you, and I thank 
God, my Sifter your Wife, and you, of my fair Nephew 
Chriftopher, which I undcrftand ye have, whereof I am right 
ghd, and I pray God fend you many, if it be his pleafure ; 
neverthelefs ye be not kind, that ye fend me no weeting thereof ; 
I had knowledge by Footmen, or ever ye could find any meffen- 
gcr on horfeback to bring me word thereof, 
. * Sir, it is fo, that the Duke of ' Buckingham (hall come on 
Pilgrimage to ' Walfingham, and fo to Bokcuiham Caftle- iD 
nay Lady his ' Sifter j and then it is fuppofed that he ihall to 
my Lady of* Norfolk, and mine Uncle William cometh with 
him ; and he telleth me, that there is like to be trouble in the 
Manor of Oxnead ; wherefore I pray you take heed, left that 
the Duke of Suffolk's Council play therewith now at the * Va* 
cation of the Benefice, as they did with the Benefice of Drayton, 

' Joan, SlUerto Henry, Duke of Buckingham, was the fecond wife of Sir Mniliam 
Knevety knight, of B(^enhain Caftle, in Norfolk. 

* Elizabeth,, Widow of John Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk. 

* Agnes Pafton, Grandmother to Sir John, (PI. iv. N® 9.) prcfcnted Thomas 
Everard to the Redlory of Oxnead in 1475,' ^^^ ^° '479 ^^ again preiented Will[^am 
Barthulmew ; fo that the Duke of Suffolk either did not attempt to difiurb her right, or 
at leafl did not fucceed, if he endeavoured to do it. 

which 
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they ded w* theBeneffice off Drayton, whycbe by the helpe off 
M\ John Salett and Done hys man ther was a Qwefte made 
by the feyde Donne y' ffownde y^ the Duke offSuff* was verrye 
Patrone whyche was ffalfe yitt they ded it fibr an evydence, 
but nbwc iff any fuche pratte fcholde be laboryd it is I hope 
in bettr cafe ffor iuche a thynge moft needs be ffownde byffor 
Maft' John Smyth whyche is owr olde ffreendewherffor Ipraye 
yovv labor hym yt iff neede bee he maye doo ufe a ffreends 
tornetherin. 

It m bothe ye and I moft neds take thys mater as owr owne 
and it weer ffor noon other cawfe butt ffor owr goode Grawnt 
Dames fake neti'theleffe ye woote well thatt ther is an other 
entreffe longyng to uffe afftr her dyfceafe, iffe ther be^auy fuchc 
thynge begune ther by fuche a Fryer or Preft as it is fcyde 
I: mervayle yt ye fente me no worde ther off, butt ye have 
now wyffe and chyld and fo moche to kar ffor thatt ye ffor- 
gete me. 

As for tydyngs her I her telle yt my Cofyn Sr. Rob* Chamb'- 
leyn hathe enrryd the man of Scolton uppon yowr * fiedffclawe 
Conyerfe wheroff ye fende me no worde. 

It'm yonge Will'm ' Brandon is in warde and areftyd ffor 
thatt he fcholde have by fforce ravyfshyd and fwyvyd an olde 
Jentylwoman and yitt was nott therwt ealyd butt fwyvyd hyr 
oldeftDowtr and than wolde have fwyvyd the other Suftr bothe 
wherffor men fey ffowle off hym and that he wolde ete the 

• A word at this time, implying a Fficnd, or intimate Acquaintance, who really flept 
in the fame bed. Sec Stecvcns's Shakfpeare, Henry V. Acl If. Sc. JI. 

Hennc 
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which by the help of Mafler John Salett and Donne his man, 
there was a Queft (Jnque/l) made by the faid Donne, that 
found that the Duke of SuflFolk was very Patron, which was falfc, 
yet they did it for an evidence ; but now if any fuch Prat 
(PraSice) (hould be laboured, it is I hope in better cafe, for 
fuch a thing muft needs be found before Mafter John Smyths 
who is our old Friend ; wherefore 1 pray you labour him, 
that, if need be, he may do us a friend's turn therein. 

Item, both ye and I muft needs take this matter as our own, 
and it were for none other c^uiJs, but for our good Grandam*s 
fake; neverthelefs ye wote well, that there is another Eutrefs 
(Intere/i) longing to us after her deceafe ; if there be any fuch 
thing begun there by fuch a Fryer or Prieft, as it is faid, I 
marvel that ye fuit me no word thereof; but ye have now Wife 
and Child, and fo much to care for, that ye forget me. 

As for tidings here, I hear tell that my Coufin Sir Robert 
Chamberlain hath entered, the Manor of Scolton upon your 
* Bedfellow Conyers, whereof ye fend me no word. 

Item, Young ' William Brandon is in ward and arrefted for 
that he fhould have by force ravlfhed and fwived an old Gentle- 
woman', and yet was not therewith eafed, but fwived her eldeft 
Daughter, and then would have fwived the other S'fler both ; 
wherefore men fay foul of him, and that he would eat the 

J Wc arc not told who this William Brandon was, therefore it muft remain uncertain 
whether he was related to Sir William Brandon or not. 

Vol. it. Nn Hen 
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Henne and alle hyr Chekynys and fotn feye y* the Kyngc 
entendyth to fitte uppon hym and men feye he is lyke to be 
hangyd ffor he hathe weddyd a wedowe. 

It'm as ffor the Pagent y* men fey y« the Erie off* Ox- 
cnforde hathe pleyid atte Hammys I fuppofe ye have herde 
theroff itt is fo longe agoo I was not in thys contre when 
the tydyngs come therfor I fent yow no worde theroff 

Butt ffor cocluiion as I her feye he lycpe y* wallys and 
wente to y* Dyke and in toy* Dyke to y* chynne to whatt 
entent I can nott telle fome fey to ftele awey and (bme thynke 
he wolde have drownyd hymfelflfe, and fo it is demyd. 

No mor but t ame nott fertayne whether I (hall come home 
in haft* or nott. 

Wretyn at London the dayc nexte Seynt ^ Bartelmewe A^ 

E*« • B^; •• •^ 

. iuf\ XVllJ**. 

II I by i«^. 

4 
' Johnde Vere, Earl of Oxford, had been for feveral yean a Prifoaer ia tke Caftle o 
Hammcs, in Picardy. 
He became a great Favourite of Henry VII. and died in the reign of Henry VIII« 



^ ^ z- 
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Hen and all her Chickens; and fome fay that the King intends 
eth to (it upon him, and men fay» he is like to be hanged, for 
he hath wedded a Widow. 

Item, as for the Pagent (Pageant) that men fay that the Earl 
of • Oxford hath played at Hammes, I fuppofe ye have heard 
thereof; it is fo long ago, I was not in this country when the 
tidings came, therefore I fent you no word thereof, but for 
conclufion, as I hear fay, he leaped the Walls, and went to 
the Dyke, and into the Dyke to the chin; to what intent I 
cannot tell ; ibme fay, to ileal away, and fome think he would 
have drowned himfelf, and fo it is deemed. 

No more, but I ain not;^certain whether I ihall come home in 
hafteornot. 

Written at London, the day next Saint * Bartholomew, in 
the 1 8th year of Edward IV; 

JOHN PASTON, Knight, 

London, Sunday Qf Tueday, 
aid or 2Cth of Augufi, 
1478, 18;^ IV. 

• J4th of Auguft. 



N n 2 LET. 
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and other placs by thys tymc, fibr w* owte I havethysxlu 
as God helpe me I fFer I fhalle doo butt litell goode in noo 
mat' nor yitt I woote nott howe to come home but iff I have it. 

This Geer hathe troblyd me fo y^ itt hathe made me moor 
than halffe feke as God helpe me. 

It* I undreftande y* myn Oncle Willto hathe made labor to 
yexchet' and y^ he hathe bothe a Wrytte off effend clowlyth 
extraft and alfo a fup'cedeas. I have wretyn to y« Exchet* ther 
in off myn entent, iff myn Oncle hadde hys Wyll in that yitt 
fholde he be neu' the nerre the londe butt in effe£te he (hold 
have thys advantage whyche is behovefull ffor a weyke mater, 
to have a colour or a clooke or a botrafe. 

But on ty wefdaye 1 was w^ y* Byfshop off * Hely whyche 
fhewyth hymfelffe goode and worfliypfuU and he feyde y^ he 
Iholde fende to myn Onclef Will'm y« he (holde nott procede in 
no fuche mat' till y« he fpeke w* hy m and moor ovyr yt he fholde 
cawfe hym to be heer haftelye, in whyche mat* is no remedy 
as nowe but iff it wer Too y* y* Exchetor iff he be entretyd to 
fytte by myn Oncle Wilfm whyche p*cafe he (hall nott, y* iff 
my brother John and Lomnor have knowleche off the daye and 
they myght be ther Lomnor can geve evydence i now in that 
mater w^ o\\te j* boke, and mor ovyr y« they fee bothe the lett' 
and the other Noote y' I fente to y* Exchetor and w* helpe off 
the Exchetor all myght be as befte is and iff my brother and 
Lomnor take labor her in 1 (hall recopence ther cofts. 

Wretyn in hafte w^ fchort advifement on the ffrydaye next 
Seynt Sy mends and Jude A®. £• iiij". xix^ 

* John Morten, afterwards Archbiihop of Canterbury, &c. . 

Late 
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Places, by this time ; for without I have this lol. as God help 
me, I fear I (hall do but little good in no matter, nor yet I 
Wote not how to come home, but if (unlefs) 1 have it. 

This Geer hath troubled me fo, that it hath made me more 
than half fick, as God help me. 

Item, I underftand that my Uncle William hath made labour 
to the Efcheator, and that he hath both a Writ of effend : 
clofeth extr ; and alfo a Superfedeas. I have written to the 
Efcheator therein of mine intent, if my Uncle had his will in 
that, yet (hould he be never the nearer the Land, but in effeft 
he fhould have the advantage, which is behoveful for a weak 
matter to have a colour, or a cloak, or a buttrefs ; but on Tuef- 
day I was with the Bifliop of * Ely, who flieweth himfelf 
good and worfhipful ; and he faid that he (hould fend to mine 
Uncle William, that he (hould not proceed in no fuch matter, 
till that he fpeak with him ; and moreover that he (hould caufe 
him to be here haflily ; in which matter is no remedy as nowy 
but if (unlefs) it were fo, that the Efcheator, if he be entreated 
to (it by mine Uncle William, which per cafe he (hall not, that 
if my brother John and Lomnor have knowledge of the day, 
and they might be there ; Lomnor can give evidence enough in 
that matter without the book ; and moreover that they fee both 
the letter and the other note, that I fent to the Efcheator, and 
with help of the Efcheator all might be as bed is ; and if my 
brother and Lomnor take labour herein, I (hall recompence their 
cofts. 

Written in hafte with (hort advifeipent on the Friday next 

Saint Simon and Jude, in the 19th year of Edward IV. 

Let 
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Late my brother John fe thys bille for he knoweth mor off 
thys mater. 



12 by 8 f 
Paper Mark, 
A Flaggon, or 
Chalice. 

PL XII. N** 29. 
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^0 my Ryght worcbepfull Modyr Margaret Pqfion at Seft 

Pet^ ofHundgate. 

RYGHT worchepfull Modyr aftyr all dwtes of humble 
recomendacyon as lowly as I can I befeche yow of yoF 
dayly blyffyng and preyes and Moder John Clement Berer 
hero£Fcan tell yow the mor pitc is if it pleafyd God that my 
brodyr is beryed in the Whyghte Fryers at London whych I 
thought (hold not have ben for I fuppofyd that he wold have 
ben beryed at Bromholme and that caufyd me fo fone to ryd to 
London to have p'veyd hys bryngig hom and if it had ben hys 
wylle to have leyn at Bromholm I had p'pofyd all the wey as I 
have redyn to have brought hom my * Grauntdam' and hym to 

gedyrs 

On the back of this Letter is written in an ancient hand, " a Lr'e fcnt from Jo Pafton 

(PI. IV. N*' 9O to hit mother touching the Buryallof his Brother Sir John Pafton in 

London." 

Sir 



E D W A R D IV. 281 

Let my brother John fee this bill, for he knoweth more of 
the matter. 



London, 

Friday, 19th of Odober, 
1479, 19E.IV. 



JOHN PASTON, Knight. 



LETTER LXXXVIL 

To my right worjhipful Mother^ Margaret Pa/ion^ at St. 
Peter^s of Hungate. 

RIGHT worfliipful Mother, after all duties of humble 
recommendation, as lowly as I can, I befeech you of your 
daily bleffing and prayers ; and Mother, John Clement, Bearer 
hereof, can tell you the more pity is, if it pleafed God that my 
Brother is buried in the White Fryers at London, which I 
thought (hould not have Jbeen j for I fuppofed that he would 
have been buried at Bromholm, and that caufed me fo foon 
to ride to London, to have purveyed his bringing home ; and 
iif it had been his will to have lain at Bromholm, I had purpofed 
all the way as I have ridden, to have brought home my « Grandam 

Sir John Pafton died on the i$th of November, 1479, '9 Edward IV. aged between 
thirty and forty years, I (hould fuppofe nearly forty. This Letter therefore was written 
in November 1479. ^^ 

* Agnes, Daughter and Coheir of Sir Edmund Berry, knight, and Widow of Sir 
Williani Pafton, knight, died in 1479. 

Vol. II. O o and 
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godyfs but that p^pofe is voyd as now» but thys I thynke to 
go when I com to London to fpek w* my Lord * Cbamb'leynf 
and to Wynne by his meanys my Lord of * Ely if I can and 
if I may by eny of thcr meanys caufe the Kyng to take my 
fervyfe and my * quarrell to gedyrs I wyll and I thynk that 
S'- George ' Brown S^ Jamys RadclyfF and other of myn a- 
qucyntance whychc wayte moft upon the Kyng and lye nyghtly 
iir hys * Chamber wytt put to ther good wyllys thys is my 
wey as yet. And Modyr I befeche yow as ye may get or 
fend eny meflengers to fend me yo' avyfe and my cofyn Lome- 
ners to John Leeis hows Taylere w* in Ludgate. I have 
myche more to wryght but myn Empty hed wyll not let mc 
remebre it. 

Alfo Modyr I prey that my brodyr Edmod may ryd to Mar« 
lygforthe Oxenhed Pafton Crowmer and Caft' and all thct 
maners to entre in my name and to lete the tenats of Oxenhed 
and Marlyngfor know that I fcnt no word to hym to take na 
roony of theym but ther attornement wherfor he wyll not tylt 
he her fro me ayen axe hem non but lete hyni comaud theym* 
to pay to Servnts of myn oncles nor to hymfylfF nor to non 
othyr to hys ufe in peyne of payment ayen to me I thynk if 

ther ihold be epy money axid in my name p'aventure it wold 

• William, Lord Haftyngs; 

-< John Morton, afterwards Archbifhop of Canterbury, and Lord Chancellor. 

This mufi relate ta his Difpute with the Duchcfs of Norfolk, relatire to Caifler,. 
or to fome Difputef with his Vncl». WiUiam^ FiftoDy ooBcemii^ other Manors and* 
Eftate 8. 

O. make. 
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arhd hira together, but that purpofc is void as now 1 but this I 
think to do when I come to London, to fptdk with nnty Lord 
■ Chamberlain, and to win by his means my Lord of ' Ely if I 
can ; and if I may, by any of their means, caufe the King to 
take my fervice and my * qaarrel together, I will ; and I think 
that Sir George * Brown, Sir James RadclifF, and others of mine 
acquaintance, which wait moft upon the King, and lie nightly 
in his • Chamber, will put to their good wills : this is my 
way as yet. 

And Mother, I befeech you, as you may get or fend any meC- 
fengers, to fend me your advice and my Coufin Lomenor*s, to 
John Lee's houfe, Taylor, within Ludgate. 

I have much more to write, but my empty head will not let 
me remember it. 

Alfo Mother 1 pray that my brother Edmund may ride to 
Marlingford, Oxncad, Pafton, Cromer, and Caifter, and in all 
thefe Manors to enter in my name, and to let the Tenants of 
Oxnead and Marlingford know, that I fent no word to him to 
take no money of them, but their Attornment; wherefore he 
will not till he hear from me again alk them none, but let him 
conmnand them to pay to Servants of mine Uncle, nor to him- 
felf, nor to none other to his ufe, in pain of payment again 
to me ; I think if there (hould be any money alked in my 
name, peradventurc it would make my Lady of Norfolk againft 

« Of Bccchworth Caftlc, in Surry; he aflSftedthc Duke ofBucldngham, in 1484. 
• Thefe fcem to haTC been the «« Efquire$ of the King'i Body/' who lay in hit 

Cbimber., ^ 

O o 2 oae^ 
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make my Lady of NorP aynft me and caufe hyr to thynk 
I dellt more contrary to hyr plefure than dyd my brodyr whom 
God pMonof hys gret mercy. I have fent to entre at Stanfted 
and at Orwellbery and I have wretyn a bylle to Anne Montgomery 
and Jane Rodon to make my Lady of NorfTif it wyll be. 

Yo"" Sone and humble Scrviit, 

III by 6 ^ 
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me, and caufe her to think I dealt more contrary to her plea- 
fure than did my brother, whom God pardon of his great 
mercy ! 

I have fent to enter at Stanfted and at Orwellbury ; and I 
have written a bill to Anne Montgomery and Jane Rodon^ to 
make my Lady of Norfolk if it will be. 

Your Son, and humble Servant, 

JOHN PASTON. 

November, 1479. 
19 E. IV. 
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1460 ----- 1483. 

Dates uncertain*. 
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7*0 my ryth worchepfull hujbond John Pajlon he y^ delyt!yd In hq/i. 

PL E S YT H yow to wete y' John Wellys and hys brodyr 
told me thys nyth y' the Kyng lay at Cambryge asyeftyrg 
nyth to Sandwyche ward for ther is gret dy vyfyen be twyx the 
Lordys and the Schypmen ther that caufyth hym to goo thedyr 
to fe a remedye therfor. 

1 thank God that John Pafton yed non erftforthe for I truft to 
God all fchall be do er he comyth and it is told me that Syr 
John Howard is lek to lefe hys hed. 

If it plefe yow to fend to the feyd Wellys he fchall fend yow 
mor tydyngys than I may wryt at thys tyme. 

God have yow in hys kepyng. Wretyn in haft at Thet- 
»rd at xj of the clok in y nyth the fame day I deputy d fro 
yow. I thank Pampyng of hys good wyll and them y* wer 
caufe of changyng of my hors for they ded me a bettyr torne 

The tidings contained in this Letter, Margaret Pafton (PI. ii. N° 25.) thought of 
fufficient confcquence, as her Son appears to have been on his way-to join thefe forces, to 
fiend in a Letter to her hufband, though fhc had left him only that day. 

6 than 
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, < i 1 ■ I ■■■■>' 

LETTER I. 

T'o my right worjhtpful bujband^ John Pa/Ion^ be this delivered in hafle 

PLEASETH you to weet, that John Welles and his brother 
told me this night, that the King lay at Cambridge, as 
yefter night to Sandwich ward, for there is great divifion be- 
twixt the Lords and the Shipmen there, that caufeth him to go 
thither, to fee a remedy therefore. 

I thank God that John Paftdn went uut fooner forth, for I 
truft to God all fliall hft done ere he cometh ; and it is told me 
that Sir John Howard is like to lofe his head. 

If It pleafe you to fend to the fald Welles, he fhall fend you 
more tidings than I may write at this time. 

God have you in his keeping. 

Written in hafte at Thetford, at 1 1 of the clock in the night 
the fame day I departed fro you. 

I thank Pampyng of his good will, and them that were (the) 
caufe of changing of my horfe ; for they did me a better turn 

This Letter was written before 1466, for io that year her Hulbaad, J. P.afton, 
died. 

Vol. II. . P P than 
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than I wend they had do and I fchall aqayt them anothyr day 
and I maye. 

^t> Pi* 9* 19; 

10 I by 4. 
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To my Right trujly ffratd John Pajon Squier^ 

TRUSTY and Welbelbvcd frend I grcte you wcle An* 
for as much as hit is don me to underftande that there is- 
a greet ftraungeneffe bctwix my Right trufty frend * John Rjad- 
cliff* and you withoute any matier or caufe of fubftaunce as I am 
lerned Wherfore in a& much as I love you. wele both«! I am 
not content hit fhulde fo be. 

Praying you hertly to forbere the faid ftrauagenefle on yo« 
p*tie to fuche tyme as I fpeke with you next my ftlf leting. 
you wite I have wreten to him to do the fame And that ye 
failc not herof as I may do any thing for you herafter And o"" 
lorde have you in his keping. Wretin at London the x day of 
ffeurier. 

9 4 by s* 

This Letter (hews the friendly difpofition of the Lord Ctomwell, aad feemt to hint hir- 
fufpidons, that feme diCigreeable circumftance might attend thi» firangenefs, if both 
parties did not obey his injundiont. 

• John Radcliff was afterwards Lord Fittwalter* 
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than I wend they had done, and I (hall acquit them another day 
and I may. 

By your MARGARET PASTON. 

Thetford, 
Before 1466, 
6 E. IV, 



LETTER IL 

fto my Right trujiy Friend^ J^hn Pqft$ny Efqmr^. 

TRUSTY and well beloved Friend, I greet you well, and 
as for as much as it is done me to underftand that there 
is a great ftrangenefs betwixt my Right trufty friend * John 
RadclifFandyou, without any matter orcaufe of fubftance, as I 
• am learned. Wherefore in as much as I love you well both^ 
I am not content it fhould H^ be. 

Praying you heartily to forbear the faid ftrangenefs on your 
part^ to fuch time as I fpeak to you next myfelf^ letting you 
weet, I have written to him to do the fame* And that ye fail 
not hereof, as I may do any thing for you hereafter. 

And our Lord have you in his keeping. Written at London 
the loth day of February. 

tCROMWELL. 

London, 
" loth of February, E. IV. 

* Humphrey Bourchicr^ Lord Cromwell, was third Son of Henry, Earl of Eflcx ; 
and marrying Joanna, coheirefs of Maud, Sifler of Ralpli, Lord Cromwell, had fummont 
to parliament as Baron Cromwell, in 1461, 1 E. IV, PI, iv. N** 8, 

This Letter therefor; was written in this reign, 

P p 2 LET- 
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On to Jan Pajlon in haft\ 

MA S T Y R Pafton I pray yow y' It may plefe yow ta 
' leue yowr logeyng for iij or for days tyll I may be 
* porved of anodyr and I fchal do as mufche to yowr plefyr,, 
for Godys fake fay me not nay and I pray yow rekomaund 
me to my lord .^ Chambyrlcyn. 

four ifxnrti fibUjaibetfr- 

9 by 4 1. 

The whole af this Letter is written by Elizabeth, third Daughter of Richard 
Plantagenct, Duke of York, and Cecily, Daughter of Ralph Neville, Earl of Weft, 
morland. 

She was Sifter to Edward IV. and Richard III* by the latter of whom her Son, 
John Earl of Lincoln (after the Death of his own Son), was declared Heir to the 

Crown* 

She married John de la Pole, Duke of Suffolk, and lies buried with him in Wingficld 
Church in Suffolk. Pl.iv.N«>«. 

Under the Dircftion is written (I believe) in the hand of Sir John Pafton : • ,. 
** Littiil Duciffe Suff.'* 

If fo, this Letter was written in the reign of Edward IV. for Sir John died in 1479,, 
19 E. IV. 

fl 

r ■ 

Ir ® C* 
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LETTER UL 

Unto John Pq/lon^ in hajlt, 

MASTER Pafton,. I pray you, that it may pkafe yoa 
to ! leave your lodging for three or four days, till I 
may 6e * purveyed of another, and I Ihall do as much to your 
pleafure; for God*s fake, fay me not nay, and I pray you 
recommend me to my Lord \ Chamberlain. 

Your Friend ELIZABETH. 
E.IV. 



^ Leue, or lend!—-! belittve it is lere, but it is fo written, that it is very difficult t% 
determine. 

* Ported, purreyed. 

> WlUiam, Lord Haftyngf, wat Lord Chamberlain to Edivard IV i the Seal is ofhrn- 
gntar, the impreffion a Rofe. 

The curiofity of this Letter confifls in the rank of the Lady, and in being perhaps 
the only one extant of her writing. 

It fhewt likewife the fimplicity of the times, when a Princefs of the Blood royal 
coming to London unproTided of a. Lodging, petitions for theufe of that of a Friend^ 
for a few days, in the humblefl terms ; ** for Godys fake fay me not nay,'* 



LET- 
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% € % % € JSi 5W. 

Ti Majlrejfe Ames. 

SYTHE it is fo that I may not as oft as I wold be ther as 
I might do my meffage myfelfF, myn owiie fayir Maftreife 
Anncs I prey yow to accept thys byll for my meflanger to 
recomand me to yow in my moft feythfull wyfe as he that 
fayneft of all other deiyreth to knowe of yowr vrtlhtt whyche I 
prey God enxrrefle to your moft plcfure. 

And MaftrelTe thow fo be that I as yet have govyn yow bot 
<afy caufe to remembyr me for leke of aqweytacon yet I befeche 
yow let me not be forgotyn when ye rekyn up all yowr Servnts 
to be fett in the nombyr w^ other. 

. And I prey yow Maftreffe Annes for that fervyfe that I owe 
yow that in as ihort tyme as ye goodly may that I myght be 
affarteynyd of yowr entent and of your beft frends in fyche 
maters ae I have brokyn to yow of whyche bothe your and 
myn* ryght trufty frends John Lee, or ellys my Maftreile 
hys wyff promyfyd befor yow and me at our fyrft and laft 
beTg togedyr that as fone as they or eyther of theym knewe 
jour entent and your frendys that they Ihold fend me woord 
And if they fo do I tryft fone aftyr to fe yow. 

This Letter from John Pafton (PI. rv. N*» 9.) to Mri. Annes or Anne, is eiAer to a 
Mrs. Anne Hauic, ^r to fomc Lady abroad at Calais, from which place he was at this time 
jYtuminf^. 

And 
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LETTER IV- 



To jMt/irefs jfmte. 

SINCE it hfoy that I may not as oft as I would be there ; 
as (ikfi) I might domymeflage myfelf, mine own fair 
Miftrefs Anne, I pray you to accept this bill for my meifenger to ^ 
recommend me tb you in my moft faithful wife, as he that 
faineft fi^ ^i^oi^^ of all other deiireth to know of your wel- 
£ire» which I pray God increafe to your moft pleafhre. 

And Miftrefs, though fo be,, that I as yet, have given you 
but eafy flitUcJ caufe to remember me for lack of acquaintance, 
yet I befeech you let me not be forgotten^ when y& reckon up 
all your Servants,, to be fet in the number with others. 
• :Alid1p)'ayyou, Miftrefs Anne, for thatfervTcc that I owe 
yoUr that in as ihort time, as ya goodly may, that I might be 
afcertained of your intent, and of your beft Friends, in fuch 
matters as I have broken to you of; which both your and ^ 

mine right truily Friends John Lee, or elfe my Miflrefs his 
Wife, promifed before you and me at our firft and lafl; being 
together, that as foon as they, or either of them knew your 
intent, and your Friends^ that they fhould fend me word, and- 
if they fo do, I truft foon after to fee you . 

Hit fayUg ^ lamprowd tliat y» can reed Inglyihe,** feems to imply that feme* 
odnr language was her native one ; and therefore flie wu moft ^probably fome feretgn 
Lady* 

^. And 
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And now farewell myix owne faylr Lady and God geve yow 
good reft for in feythe I trow ye be in bed. 

Wretyn in my wey homward on Mary Maudeleya day at 

mydnyght. 



Your owne, 



Maftrefle Annes I am prowd that ye can reed Inglyflie whcr- 
for I prey yow aqwcynt yow w« thys my lewd hand for my 
purpofe is that ye (halbe more aqweyntyd w' it oreUys it (halbe 
aycnft my wyll but yet and when ye have r^d thys byll I 
prey yow brenne it or kepe it fecret to yourfylff as my feythffuU 
truft is in yow* 



«i$ i>r si- 



^0 my right trt^iy andwelUhmed S'dtujohn Pafton Sqwer, 

JOHN PASTON I recomaunde me unto you. And whereas 
I appobted and defired you to goo over unto ' Guyfnes to 
yeve youre attendaunce and alliftaunce upon my brother S'. Rauf 
Haftings in all fuche things as concerne the furetie and defenfe 
•of the Caftell of Guyfnes during his infirmyties. It is fhewed 

unto 
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And now farewell, mine own fair Lady, and God give you 
good red, for in faith I trow ye be in bed. 

Written in my way homeward, on Mary Magdalen's day at 
Midnight. 

Your own, 

JOHN PASTON. 

Miftrefs Anne, 1 am proud that yc can read £ngli(h, where- 
fore I pray you acquaint you with this my lewd [uncouth'] hand, 
for my purpofe is, that ye (hall be more acquainted with it, or 
elfe it (hall be againft my will ; but yet and when ye have read 
this bill, I pray you '^burn it, or keep it fecret to your(elf, as 
my faithful tru.ft is in you. 

t2d of July, 
St. Mary Magdalen. 



[LETTER Vo 

^0 my right trujfy and welUbdovcd Servant, JoJm Pajlon^ Efquire^ 

JOHN PASTON, I recommend me unto you. And whereas 
I appointed and defired you to go over unto Guifnes to give 
your attendance and a(fiftance upon my brother Sir Ralph Haft- 
ings in all fuch things as concern the furety and defence of the 
Caftle of Guifnes during his infirmities ; it is (hewed unto me 
Vol,. II. Q^q that 
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"The Inventory off Englyfshe Boks off John . • . 
madey' v daye of Novetnbr A". RR E iiij • • 

1 A Boke had ofF myn Ofteffe at y* George . 
JLjL ofFy DetJje off Arthr begynyng at Caffab 
fFartvyk Kyng RJ cur de lyon a Cronic . . . 
to Edwardey' iij. prec, . • . . 

2 It'm a Boke ofF Troylus whyche Wiirm Bra 
hathe hadde neer x yer and lent it to Dame . 
Wyngfelde and ibi ego vidi, valet : • . . 

3 It' a blak Boke w^ the Legende off ' Lad . . 
Jaunce n^cyey Parlement off Byrd 

Glaffe Palatyfe and Scltacus the me 

the Greene Knyght valet . . . • . 

4 It' a Boke in prcente off the Pleye ofF y* . • 

5 It' a Boke lent Midelton and therin is Bele Da 
mercy y, P'Lment off Byrds Ba/ade . • • . 



• 



We are licrc furaiibed with a curious, though imperfccl^ Catalogue of the Librar}' of ar 
Ger.tlcmaii in the reign of Edward IV. 

It \s written on a fti ip of paper about fcVcntccn inches long, and has been rolled up, 
by which means one tnd having been damp, is entirely decayed, fo that tiie Names of 
iDiiie of the Books arc impcribct, and tic then price or vsilue of all of them is not now to 
be difcovercd, tliat having been uniformly wiitten at the end, which is now deftroyed. 

It contained an Account of all the Books he had, as it mentions thofe which were lent 
.)ut at the time the Catalogue was made ; and though the Name of the Owrtcr is gone, 
yet by comparing the Lill with the Account of William Ebefham, in Letter XXIV. 
4t fix»-s it to the Libi-ary of John Pailon. 

of 
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VL 

^he Inventory of Englijh Books, if Jolm Pa/Ian^ made the 5/A day of 
November, in the . . . year of the reign of Edv^ard IK 

1. A Book had of my Hoftefs at the George, 

•^TjL of the Death of Arthur, beginning at Caffibelan 

Guy Earl of Warwick 

King Richard Coeur de Lyon 

a Chronicle to Edward the III. price. 

iV Item, a Book of Troilus, which William Br ... • 

hath had near ten years, and lent it to Dame .... 

Wyngfeld, and there I faw it . . . worth 

3. Item, a black Book, with the Legend of * Lad . . • 
Lady fans Mercy. 

The Parliament of Birds. 

Thfe Temple of Glafs. 

Palatyfe and Scitacus. 

The Meditations of . . • . 

The Green Knight . . . worth 

4. Item, a Book in print of the Phy of ... . 

5. Item, a Book lent Midelton, and therein is 
Belle Dame fans Mercy. 

The ParUan?;ent of Birds. 

It contained only one Book in print, the reft being Maniifcripts, and s^ppear to have 
been bound together, a& nun»bercd 1,2, 3, &c. in the Inventor)', 

An Account of inoft of the Books mentioned is to be found in Mr, Warton's " Hit- 
tory of Englifli Poetry," and fomc of them, when afterwards printed in Mr. Herbert's 
improved Edition of Ame«*s ^' Hiftory of Printing;" to theic, therefore, I refer tho 
Reader. 

I have given the Arabic Figures as here rcprefented, at PI. vi. N° 31, the forms of 
3, 4, 5 and 7, varying from thofe now ufcd. 

* May not the chafm be thus fupplied ? 7 be Legen^e offLadys^ and la bcle Dame^ as la 
bele Dame iaunce m'cye is never called by the name of Legend in any edition of Chaucer 
that I have feen, 

5 Ballad 



50:: OR I G l^ A L ' L B T ^ E R S. 

o^f Guy and Colbronde off thAgiosy 

\' Dyfputfon bytwyen Hope and Dyjpeyr 

Marchauntsy Lyffe off Seynt Cry ....... 

6 A reede Boke y'P'cyvall RobfartgafFm .'..•. 
off y medis off y maffc y^ Lamentacon . . • . . 

(ff Chylde Ypotis a preyer toy' vernyclr .... 
callyd tf?e Abbeye ofy Holy Goojl . . • . > 

7 It' ill qycrs. TuUy de Seiie£lute ia • . .....;: 

wheroff ther i$ no ir.or cleer wretyn . - . , . 

8 It' ill quaycrsTully or * cypio 3 de Ami ... . i -^ 
kme w^ Wiirm Worccft' valet . . • 

9 It', in qwaycrs a Boke ott y*" Polecye of In ... • 

10 It' in qwayers a Boke de Sapiencia • • * i 
wherin y* ij parfon is liknyd to Sapi . . ... 

11 It' a Boke de * Othea text and glofe valet . . . . 
in quayers. 

Paper Mark, 
AUnicorn. PI. xii.N^23, 

N. B. A part of it on'y remains, 
the paper being one half of a fliecc 
cut down the middle. 

M"*. myn olde Boke off Blafonyngs off a • ... • 

It' the nyvve Boke portrayed and blafoncd. 

It' a Copy off Blafonyngs off Armys and th . . . 

names to be fownde by lett'. 

It' a Boke w^ Armys portrayed in paper . . • 

M^. my Boke off Knyghthod and the man . • . . 

off makyng off Kyghts, off Jufts off Tor . . • 

* Quaere, if Cypio is not a miftakc from " Somnium Scipionls,'* a piece which is 
nrually printed with the " de Amicitin," and probably accompanied it in this manufcript. 

3 It is a curious circumftancc that this book fliould be here mentioned as left with VViL- 
liam Worccftcr, who, with the alfillance of John Tiptoft, Earl of Worceftcr, and John 
Phrca, or Free, a Monk of Briftol, tranflaicd it. 

ffyghtyng 
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BaliAd of Guy andColbrond, 

. '. ^. -of theGoofe, the . : I 

Thc'Difputation between Hope and Defpair. 

. . . . . \' Merchants, 

The Life of Saint Chryftopher. 
6. A red Book that Percival Robfart gave me ; 

of the Meeds of the Mafs. 
• The Lamentation of Child Ipotis^ 

A Prayer to the Vernicle, 

called the Ah])^y of the Holy Ghoft. 
7 .Item, in quires, Tully dc Scneftute in 

whereof there is no more clear writing. 

8. Item, in quires, Tully or * Cypio (Scipio) J de Amicitia, 
left with- William .Worcefter . . . • worth 

9, Item, in quires, a Book of the Policy of In ... • 

10. Item, inquires, a Book de SapientiS, 

wherein the fecond perfon is likened to Sapience. <% 

1 1. Item, a Book de ♦ Othea \PY^om\ text and glofs,* worth 
in quires . • • • • . 

Memorandum ; mine old Book of Blazonings of Arms. 
Item, the new Book portrayed and blazoned. 
Item, a Copy of ,Blazonings of Arms, and the 
names ^o .be found by Letter \alpbabeiiaill}'\. 
Item, a Book with Arms portrayed in paper. 
Memorandum ; mV Book of Knighthood ; and the nrciuntr 
of making of Knights; of Jufts, of Tournaiiicnts ; 

.^ ♦This Book "deOtliea," is a poetical Epiftle (if I remember righr) ficrn Kc<firr to 
Othea, probably Minerva or Wifdom, who is addrefled in the Iliad frequently by the iul»i 
of n ei« ; this!circnmftancc is laid liold of by feme French Antiquary (for the original 01 
this book is in French ), to prove tliat Greek was underftood in France earlier than is 
ufually imagined. 

fiohting: 
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fiyghtyug in Lyftys paces holden by S9 . , . , 
and chalengs, Statuts off Weer and dc regtm . . • . • 

valet .... 

It* a Boke off nyw Statuts ffrom Edward the iiij. 

4 f by 17. 



n I, I »i i i i ji "i i mi ' . { 



% ^ % % e sB . 1&3% '.-:.-, 

Ferfes written by a Lady in the reign of Henry VI. or 'Edward IV. 
To an abfent Lord ivith whom Jbe was iri love. 

MY ryght good Lord moft knyghtly gentyll Knyght 
On to yo"" grace in my moft humbyll wyfe 
I me comand as it is dew and ryght > 

Befechyng yow at leyfer to * advyfe 
Upon thys byll and pMon myn empryfe 
Growndyd on foly for bk of provydence 
On to yo' Lordfliep to wryght w' owght lycence. 

•^ But wher a man is w« a fevyr (hake 

Now hot now cold as fallyth by aventure 

He in hys mynd conjedle wyll and take I 
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fighting in Lifts ; paces holden by Soldiers ; 
Challenges ; Statutes of War ; and de Regimine 

Principum. . worth 

Item» a Book of new Statutes from Edward the IV. 

Sfix of November, ,B. IV. 



LETTER Vn. 

Ferfes written by a Lady in the reign of Henry FI. or Edward IF. 
To an abfent Lord with whom Jhe was in love. 

MY right good Lord, moft knightly gentle Knight, 
Unto your Grace, in my moft humble wife, 
I me commend, as it is due and right, 
Befeeching you at leifure to * advife 
Upon this bill, and pardon mine emprize 
Grounded on Folly, for lack of providence. 
Unto your Lordfhip to write without Licence. 

But when a man is with a fever (hake 
Now hot, now cold, as falleth by adventure. 
He in his mind coujedfcure will, and take 

♦ Confidcp— .reflea. 

VoL.IL Rr The 
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The nygheft meane to * worchc hys cuyre 
More pacyently hys peynys to endure 
And ryght fo I fo it yow not dyfpleafe 
Wryght in thys wyfe my peynys to apeafe. 

•* For when I cownt and mak a reknyg 
Betwyx my lyfe my dethe and my defycr 
My lyfe alas it fervyth of no thyng 
Sythe w^ yo"^ p'tyng depertyd my * plefyer 
Wyftiyng you^ p'fence fetyth me on fyer 
But then^o^ abfencc dotbe my hert fo f:old 
That for the peyne I * not me whet to hold# 

owght on Abfence ther foolys have no grace 

1 mene myfylf nor yet no wytt to * gwye 
Theym owt of peyne to com on to that place 
Wher; as prefence may ihape a remedye 

For al dyfeafe now fye on my folye 
For I dyfpeyryd am of yo"^ foone metyng 
Tliat God I prey me to 70^ pYence bryng. 



Fan;^'ell 



Thefe Verfes are inCerted as a fpecimen of the Poetiy of a Lady, fent as a Letter to a 
Noblemani who was abfent from her, and for whom ihe appears to have had a fincere 
affection. 

The Thoughts contained in them are, many of theatiy natural and tender^ and ibme of 
them pretty and affeding. 

Tliey are certainly orig^nak, as ih ieveral places the words firft written are ftrnck out, 
and words more to the writei^s iatisfadtion inferted above them— thus the 6th line in the 
iifth Stanza, was originally written^ 

** Rr 
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The nigheft mean to ' work his cure. 
More patiently his pains to endure ; 
And right fo l, ^o it you not dif^leafe. 
Write in this wife my pains t& appeafe. 

For when I count and make a reckoning. 

Betwixt my life^ my dearfi, and my defire, 

My life, alas! it ferveth of nothing. 

Since with your parting, departed my * pleafure ; 

Wifliing your prefence fetteth me on fire. 

But then your ^bfence doth my heart fo cold. 

That for the pain, I * not me where to hold* 

out on abfence, there Fools have no grace, 

1 mean myfelf, nor yet no wit to 3 gwye 
Them out of pain, to come unto that place ; 
Where as prefence may fhape a remedy 
For all difeafe, now tye on my folly. 

For I defpaired am of your loon meeting, 
That God I pray, me to your prefence bring,. 

•* £r that my /but tlys yc fluU not myfle/*^ 

And then thus altered, 

«< £r I my fylf but yett ye ihall not myfle,*** 

Several others have fimilar alterations. 

They were written either in the reign of Henry VI. or Edward IV. the writing and 
Paper being both of that age, 'and the paper Mark (a Bull) i3 uied upon two othecrLetiers,. 
XXIII. and XXV. in this Coileaion of the former reign. 

> Perhaps it may mean watch. 

* As fpeltin the Original| plefyer,. it rluoKs cxa£tly with deQrer and fyer. 

' Guide. 

R r z Faicwdl 



3o8 ORIGINAL LETTERS. 

Farwell my Lord for I may wiyght no more 

So trowblyd is my hcit w* hevynefle 

Envye alfo it grewyth ttie moft fore 

That thys rude feyJl Ihdll put hym fylf in ^preflfc 

To fe yo*^ Lordfliepe of hys p'fumptuoufnefle 

Er I my fylf but yett ye lliall not myfle . 

To have my hert to for my byll 1 wys.. 

Whychel domytt and all my hole fervyfc 

Into yo*^ hands <I)emeane k as you lyft 

Of it I ^.kepe to have no more franchyfe 

Then I hertleffe fwyrly me wyft 

Savyg only y^ it be as * tryft 

And to yow trew as evyr was hert and pleyn 

Tyll cruell dethe dep't yt up on tweyn. 

Adew dyfport farwell good companye 
In all thys world ther is no Joye I weene 
For ther as whyleom I fye w^ myn iee 
A * Lufty Lord leepyng upon a grene 
The foyle is foole no knyghts ther be fecn 
No Ladyfe walk ther they wer wont to doone 
Alas fome folk depcrtyd henfe to foone. 

^ Readineis, 

' Q]i«re, whether this mt9ns/bfr§wfkl or tntfy f 
I 

Som* 
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Farewell my Lord, for I. may write xip more. 
So troubled is my heart wijth h^ayinefs ; 
Envy ^Ifi), it grieveth me mpft fo/c. 
That this rude ,bill (hall put hipafelf in ♦ prefs. 
To fee your X<ordibip of hig prefumptuoufnefs 
Ere I myfelf ; bwt yet yc.fhaljl not mifs 
To JU^ye jpay heart tofofe my bill, I wis. 

Which I commit, and all my whole fervice 

into your hands, demean it as you lift. 

Of it, I * keep to have no more franchife 

ThajOL I heartl^fs furely nie wift, 

Saving only that it be as-s trift, ; 

And to you true, as ever was heart, and plain. 

Till cruel Death depart it upon twain. 

Adieu Difport, farewell good company. 

In all this world there is no joy I ween. 

For there as whilom, I fee with mine eye 

A * lufty Lord leaping upon a Green, 

The foil is fole no Knights there be feen, 

No Ladies walk there they were wont to done ; 

Alas ! fome Folk departed hence too foon. 



* Livdy, and a^ve in his exerdfes. 

♦ Icarc. 



Some 
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Som* tymc alfo me mygKt a wageor make 

And w* ther bbwys'a fFeld have it trycd 

Or at the ' Paame ther ther plefure for to take 

Then wer they loofe y* now ftand as tyed 

I • not wher to thys world may be aplyed 

For all good cher on evyn and on morow 

Whyche then was' made now tornyth me to fbrow* ' 

Paper Mark^ 

ABuU. 
PL IX. N« low 

7 Some place of refort for the Game of Tennii • The word tiif being repeated leeii» 
a miftake, as it defiroyt the meafure of the Terfe. 



. f 



ORIGI. 
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Some time alfo men might a wager make 
And with their Bows afield have it tried. 
Or at the ^ Paume their pleafure for to take. 
Then were they loofe, that now ftand as tied, 
I • not whereto this world may be applied ; 
For all good cheer, on even and on morrow, 
Which then was made, now turneth me to forrow* 

* Inoc, for, Iwotnot; tfaatii, IkMiWMoi. 
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Ho my right welbelovedfryndc John Pqfton be this deUvred in hajl. 

RIGHT welbeloved frynde, I comaunde me to you, Itls- 
foo that the Kentyfshmen be up in the ' Weld, and itj that 
they wol com' and Robbe the Cite which I (hall lett yf I may. 

Therefore I pray you that with alle diligence ye make you 
redy and com bidder, and bring w^ you fix talle felaws in 
hameffe, and ye ihall not lyfe yo' labo% that knoweth God 
whoo have you in his keping. 

Written at London, the x^"* day of Odtober. 



f otor iFwtift, 



Paper Marie, 

The Letter G. 

PI. XI I r. N« a. 

8iby4i. 



% jaor(FoI&. 



This Letter refers to the Commotioos excited in different parts of the Kingdom by the 
Duke of Buckingham, who from difcontent confpired againft Richard. He failed in his 
enterprizc however, and being deferted by his forces, fled, was trcaclieroufly betrayed, 
taken, and beheaded. 



RICHARD III. 

LETTER L 

To my right well-bekved Friend John Pq/ion, be this delivered in ha/le. 

RIGHT well beloved Friend, I commend me to you. It 
is fo that the Kentiflimen be up in the ^ Weld, and fay 
that they will come and rob the City, which I ihall let [prevent^ 
if I may. 

Therefore I pray you, that, with all diligence, ye make you 
ready and come hither, and bring with you fix tall Fellows 
in harnefs ; and ye fhall not lyfe \jofe'] your labour, that knoweth 
God, who have you in his keeping. 

Written at London, the loth day of O£toben 



London, 

Friday, loth of 0«^ober, 
i483« I R. IIL 



Your Friend, 

^J. NORFOLK. 



' The Welds, or Wealds, in Kent, are the woody, and the Wolcb are the open paili 
of that County. 

* John, Lord Howard (defcended from Margaret, Daughter and Coheir of Thomas 
Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk), was created Duke of Norfolk, in 1483^ z R. IJI. and 
was flain -at the battle of Bofworth, in 148$. Fl. vii. N^ 4. 

S S 2 LET- 
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■ i . * 

^eDucofSu/T 
fto^omaiy^reys (fjiferm/ of MauhdevlUi ^fifig. 

WE wol* and fbeitlyfcharge ybti that ye cintent and pale 
, unto the bring'' herof for money imployed in o' hpuf- 
holdthre* pound thrcttcnne thilliftgs and foure pens for fuch 
fluff as we o'' owne pYon have p*myfed and not to be failed 
upon o'^ wof (hip. 

Of y* which fomc pf Ixxiij* iiij** fo by you contented aod 
paied we wole and alfo ftretly charge o' Auditors for thq tyme 
being by v'tu of this c writings figned w* o' hand ta make you 
dew and pleyn allowaunce at yo' next accompt. 

At Wingfeld the firft day of May in the firft yer of Kyng 
Richard yllPS 

jl»iMbn^ mar ffaple not on j^epn 

lofp'g off por (f^rmr. 

Paper lilark. 
Hand and Star. 
PI. XXII. N* 4. • 

We have here an order of the Duke of Suffolk upoQ a Tenant^ for the payment of a 
fum of moneyy which the Duke had promiied on hit honour ihould be paid* 

Thi»it a conunon ooGurrenoe, and certainly not worth recording, if it had not been fiir 
the threat at the end of it, under hit own hand, which ihcwi the defpotiiinof the Duke, 
and that the farm was let at wiU| and notonleafe. 

1 CB C* 
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LETTER II. 

"The Duke of Suffolk, 
5l? Thomas Jeffreys^ Farmer of Maundeviirs, greeting. 

WE will and ftraitly charge you, that ye content and pay 
unto the Bringer hereof, for money employed ia our 
Houfehold, three pounds thirteen (hillings and four .penc?, for 
fuch ftuff as we our own pcrfon have prorpiifed, and not to be 
failed, upon our wprfhip. 

' Of the which fum of y^s. and /^^ £0 by you contented and 
paid, we will, and alfo ftraitly charge our Auditors for the time 
being, by virtue of this our writing, figned with pur hand, 
to make you due and plain [fulf] allpwance at your next ac- 
count. 

At Wingfield, the firft day of May, in the firft year of King 
Richard the HI. 

SUFFOLK, and fail not on pain (of) 

lofing of your Farm. 

Wingfield, 

Saturday, iftof May, 
1484, .1 K, in. 

« 
John de la Pole, Duke of Suffolk, marned Elizabeth, Sifter of Edward IV. and 
Richard UL and was father of John, Earl of Lincoln, whom Richard declared Heir to 
the Crown. 

This Duke died in 1 49 1, and was buried at Wingfield, in Suffolk, where the principal 
entrance-front of his CaAlc fiill remains entire. FK yii. N^ 3» 

LET-* 
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% <£ % % ^ ^ 353. 

On the back of the Paper in an ancient hand is written^ 
Kent Cherfys. 

C(?/ Lre R' R. iij ffuaderi fubditos fuos ad rejijiendu^ TlewP Tyd^ 
Jer po/iea Regent Anglie ac declarofC a quo idemHenr^ defcm^ 
debate 

3R. Sl« R'cus etc, Salt'm, Prccipimus ribi, &c. 

FORASMOCHE as the Kyng our Sou^eign Lord hath ccr- 
teyn kuowiege that Piers Bifshoj) of ' Exeter Jafper * Tjrd- 
der fon of Owen Tydder callyng hymlelf Erie of Penxbroke 
John late Erie of ^Oxonand S^ Edward 4 Wodevyle with other 
dy v's his rebelles and traytours difabled and atteynted fcy the 
audlorite of the High Court of Parlement of \vhom many be 
knowen for open murdrers advoutrers and extorcioners contry 
to the pleafure of God and a yenft all troiith hono^ and nature 
have forfakyntherernaturall contrey takyng them firft to be under 
thobeifaunce of the Duke vof ^ Bretayn and to hym p'myfed 
certeyn thyngs whiche by him and his counfell were thought 

This Addreft of IC-tng Richard to his People, is drawn up in the moft artfiil manner* 
in order to inflame the minds, not only of the Multitude, but of the Peers, Bilhops, 
Dignitaries, and great men, and to induce jthem to refift the attempts of the Earl of Rich- 
jnond upon the Crown with all their power. 

' Peter Courtney, Bifhop of Exeter, after the milcarriage of the Duke of Buckingham's 
Confpiracy, fled into Brctagnc, to the Earl of Richmond, who, after he became Henry 
VII. pmrnqted this Prelate to the See of Winchefler, m 14S6, in which he died ia 

riiynggs 
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LETTER III. 

On the back of the Paper in an ancient hand is written^ 

Kent Sheriffs. 

^he Copy of a Letter of King Richard III. perfuading his Sub^ 

jeSls to refijl Henry Jydder [Tudor] afterwards King of Eng^ 

land^ and declaring from whom the faid Henry was defcended. 

Richard R. 

Richard, &c. wiflieth health, we command you, &c. 

FORASMUCH as the King, our Sovereign Lord, liath cer- 
tain knowledge that Piers, Bifliop of ' Exeter, Jafper 
* Tydder iTudor]^ Son of Owen Tydder, calUng himfelf Earl 
of Pembroke, John, late Earl of ^ Oxford, and Sir Edward 
♦Wodevile, with others diverfe, his Rebels and Traitors, dif- 
abled and attainted by the authority of the High Court of Parlia- 
ment, of whom many be known for open Murderers, Advow- 
terers [j^^klterers], and Extortioners, contrary to the pleafure of 
God, and againft all truth, honour and nature, have forfaken 
their natural country, taking them firft to be under the obey- 
fance of the Duke of ^ Bretagne and to him promifed certain 
things, which by him and his Council, were thought things 

" Jafper Tudor dc Hatfield, half brotlicr to Henry VL created Duke of Bedford in 
1485. 

3 John de Verc, Earl of Oxford, who had efcaped from the Caftle of Hammes. 

^ Sir Edward Wodevile, brother to tlie Queen of Edward IV, 

s Francis 11. the lail Duke of Bretagne, was orertbrown by Charlei VIII. King of 
France, and died in 1488* 

too 
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thynggs to gretly unnaturall and abominable for them to g'unt 
obferve kepe and p'fourme and therfore the fame utterly re- 
fufed. 

The feid Traytours feyng the feid Duke and his G)unfell 
wolde riot aide nor fbcour theym ner folowe there weyes privily 
dep'ted oute of his contrey in to Fraunce and there takyng 
theym to be under the obeifaunce of the Kynggs auncient enemy 
^Charlys callyng hymfelf Kyng of Fraunce and to abufe and 
blynde the comons of this feid Realme the feid rebelles and 
traitours have chofyn to be there Capteyn one Henry ^ Tydder 
Son of Edmond Tydder fon of Owen Tydder whiche of his am- 
bicionefs and infociable covetife encrocheth and ufurpid upon 
hym the name and title of royall aftate of this realme of Eng- 
lond where unto he hath no man' int'eft right title or colo*^ as 
ev'y man wele knoweth for he is difcended of baftard blood 
bothe of £Father fide and of mother fide for the feid Owen the 
g'unfader was baftard borne, and his tiKidei waa doughtcr unto 
John Duke of Som'fet fon unto John Erie of Som'fet fone unto 
Dame Kat'yne Swynford and of ther indouble • Avoutry gotya 
wherby it evidently apperith that no title can nor may in hym 
which fully entendeth to entre this reame p'pofyng a conqueft 
and if he fliulde atchevjs his fals entent and p*pofe evy man is 
lif livelod and goddes fliulde be in his hands lib'te and difpoficon 
wherby fliolde enfue the diflieretyng and diftruccion of all the 
noble and worfliipfuU blode of this reame for ev*" and to the 

♦ Charles Vm. afccnded the throne in 148^ and died in 1498. 
^ Hcniy Tudor, Earl of Richmond, who, in 14831 became King of England, &c. by 
the title of Henry VU. He died in i^og. 

3 refiftence 
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too greatly unnatural - and abominable, for them to grant, ob- 
ftrve, keep, and perform, and therefore the fame utterly refufed. 
The faid Traitors feeing the faid Duke and his Council would 
not aid nor fuccour them nor follow their ways, privily departed 
out of his Country into France, and there taking them to be 
under the obeyfance of the King's ancient Enemy, * Charles, 
calling himfelf King of France, and to abufe and blind the Com- 
mons of this faid Realm, the faid Rebels and Traitors have 
chofcn to be their Captain one Henry ^ Tydder [Tudor] j Son of 
Edmund Tydder, fon of Owen Tydder,. which of his am- 
bitious and infatiable covetife [Cavetoufnefs] encroacheth and 
ufurpeth upon him, the name and title of Royal Eftate of this 
realm of England ; whereunto he hath no manner of intereft, 
right, title or colour, as every man well knoweth ; for he is 
defcended of bailard blood, both of father's (ide, and of mother's 
fide ; for the faid Owen the Grandfather, was baftard born ; 
and his mother was daughter unto John, Duke of Somerfet, 
fon unto John, Earl of Somerfet, fon unto Dame Katherine 
Swynford, and of their indouble ' Avoutry gotten 5 whereby it 
evidently appeareth, that no title can nor may in him, which 
fully intendeth to enter this realm, propofing a conqueft ; and 
if he ihould atchieve his falfe intent and purpofe, every man's 
life, livelihood, and goods, fhall be in his hands, liberty, and dif- 
pofition } whereby fhould enfue the difheriting and deftrudion 
of all the noble and worfliipful blood of this realm for ever, and 

' This either means double Adultery^ that is Adulteiy on both fides ; or indubitable, 
undoubted Adultery, 

Vol. IL T t to 






32 J ORIGINAL LETTERS. 

xeiiAence and withftondyng wherof ev^y t|pe and naturall E^gUih 
man born muft ley to bis hands for his owen fuerte and wele 
And to thentent that the feid Henry Tydder mygbt die rather 
atcheve hiis fals intent and p*poie by the aide fupporte and 
ailiflence of the Kynggs feid auncient ^nemy of Fraunce hath 
covennted and bargayned with hym and all the counfell of 
Frauace to geve up and relefe inp'petuite all the right title 
^»d cl^yccie that the Kyng of Eoglond have had and oug^t to 
have to the crpwne and reame of Fraunce to gether with the 
Duchies of Normandy Anjoy and Maygne Gafcoyn and Guyne 
Cafcell and townys of Caleys Guyfhes Hammes with the Mat- 
che^ app*teynyng to the fame and difcevir and exdud^ tha Armea 
of Fraunce oute of the Armes of Englond for ev^. 

And in more pVe and fhewing of hh feid p^pofe of oonqueft 
the feid Henry Tidder hath goven as well tp dyv's of the feid 
Kynggs ^nemys a^ to his feid rebelles and traitours Af chebif- 
Ihopr^es Bifsh<^rikes and other dignitees fp^uels, and aljfo the 
Puchee;: Erledome:^ Baronyes and other pofleflions and inh^i* 
taunces of Knyghts Squyres Gentilmen and other the Kyn^^s 
true fubjetts withynne the reame and entendith alfo to chaungc 
Had fubV^te the lawes of the fame and to enduce and eilabliifle 
newe Uwt^ and ordennes amongez the Kynggs feid Subjetts and 
ov"* this and befide the alienacons of all the p'myflex into the 
pofle0ion of the Kynggs feid auncient enerays to the gwtteft 
^anyntifishmeot (bdooe and rebuke thatev mfght iaUe to this feid 

Jand 
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to the refinance, and withftanding whereof every ^ true and 
natural Engliihman born, muft lay to his hands for his own 
furety and weal. 

And to the intent that the faid Henry Tydder might the rather 
atchieve his falfe intent and purpofe by the aid» fupportf and 
aififtanca of the King's ancient enemy of France, {be) hath co- 
venanted and bargained) with him» and all the Council of 
France, to give up and releafe iiP perpetuity all the rights title^ 
and claim, that the King of England have had^ and ought to 
have,, to the: Crown and Realm of France, together ^ith the 
Duchies of Normandy, Anjou andMayne, Gaicoignand Guyfnes, 
Gaflell^ and the towns. o£ •Calais,. Guyfhes, Hammes, with the 
Moiches appertaining to the fame,^ and dtflever and exclude the 
Arms of France: out of the Arms of Englahdl for ever; 

And in more proof and (hewing, of his £iid purpofe of oon- 
9pM% the fadd Henry Tydder hath goven [^vet^^ as well to 
divers of the faid King^s Enemies^ as to his faid Rebels and 
Traitors, Archbifhopricks, Biihopricks, and other Dignities 
fpiritual ; and alfo the Duchies,* Earldoms,. Baronies,, and other 
PofTeffions and Inheritances of Knights, Efquires, Gentlemen ^ 
and other the King*s true Subjects within the realm; and in- 
tendeth alfo to change and fubvert the Laws of the fame, and 
tb enduce [introduce] and eftabli(h' new Laws and Ordinances 
amongft the King^s faid fubjeiJis. 

And over this, and beiides the Alienations of all the premifes 
into the poffeffion. of the King^s faid ancient Enemies, to the 
greateft * anyntiftiment [anmbiIation]p{hztnej and rebuke, that ever 

* Ancantifcmcnt— anicntifcd is ufed by Chaucer, in his Tale of Mclebeus, for rcducmg 
to nothings 

T t 2 might 
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land The feid Henry Tydder and others the Kynggs rebelles 
and traitours aforefeid have extended at there comyng if they 
may be of power to do the moft cruell murdrers (laughterys 
and roberys and diflierifons that ev'^ were feen in eny criften 
Reame ffor the wich and other ineftymable daungers to be 
cfcheuved and to thentent that the Kynggs feid rebelles trai- 
tours and enemys may be uttly put from there feid malicious 
and fals p'pofe and fone difcoiiifortcd if they ^ enforce to land 
The Kyng our Sov'aign Lord willith chargeth and comaundith 
all and ev'^yche of the naturall and true fubgctts of this his 
Reame to call the p'myffez to there mynds and like gode and true 
Englifhmen to endov"" themfelfs with all there powers for the de- 
fence of them there wifs childeryn and godcs and heriditaments 
ayenfl the feid malicious p'pofes and confpiracons which the feid 
auncient enemes have made with the Kynggs feid rebelles and 
traitours for the fynall diflruccion of this lande as is aforefaid* 
And our faid SoV^aign Lord as a wele willed diligent and cora- 
gious Prynce wel put his mooft roiall p'fone to all labo' and 
payne neceffary in this behalve for the refiftence and fubdvyng 
of his feid enemys rebells and traitours to the mooft comforte 
wele and fuerte of all his true and feithfull liege men and 
fubgetts. 

And ov' this our feid Sov'aign Lord willith and comaundith 
all his feid fubgetts to be redy in there moft defenfible arraye to 
do his highnes Pvyce of werre when thy be opyn p'clamacion 

' Or ratheri make good dieir landing by force. 

Of 
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might fall to this faid land, the faid Henry Tydder and others, 
the King's Rebels and Traitors aforefaid, have extended \intended\ 
at their coming, if they may be of power, to do the moft cruel 
murders, flaughters, and robberies, and difherifon^, that ever 
were feen in any Chriftian Realm. 

For the which, and other ineftimable dangers to be efchewed, 
and to the intent that the King's faid Rebels, Traitors, and 
Enemies, may be utterly put from their faid malicious and falfe 
purpofe and foon difcomforted, if they ^ enforce \endeavour\ to 
land. 

The King our Sovereign Lord willeth, chargeth, and com- 
mandeth, all and every of the natural and true fubjeds of this 
his Realm, to call the premifes to their minds, and like good 
and crueEnglilhmen toendower[^r«^] themfelves with all their 
powers for the defence of them, their wives, children, and 
goods, and hereditaments, againft the faid malicious purpofes 
and confpirations, which the faid ancient enemies have made 
with the Kmg's faid Rebels and Traitors, for the final de- 
flrudion of this land, as is aforefaid. 

And our faid Sovereign Lord, as a well willed, diligent, and 
courageous Prince, will put his moft royal perfon to all labour 
and pain neceflary in this behalf, for the refiftance and fubduing 
of his faid enemies, rebels, and traitors, to the moft comfort, 
weel, and furety of all his true apd faithful liege men and fubjedts. 

And over this, our faid Sovereign Lord willeth and command- 
eth all his faid Subjefts, to be ready in their moft defenfible 
array, to do his Highnefs fervice of war, when they by open 

procla- 
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or Qtherwi{!b (hall be comaimded fb to do for refiflence of the 
Kynggs feid rebelles traitours aad enemyes*. 

£t hoc fub p'icloy &c« 

T me ips' apud Weftm? xxiij die " Juuij anno R n fedo^. 

II 1 by 9 |. 

Paper Marie,, * 

The Letter P. 
Qpaterfoil and Bar. 

PI.JLIII. N^ I. 

'^ Some of our Hiftoriani tiyf. that Kiiq; Richard wu pn)daimed oft the loth, aad^ 
othen, on the aid of June 1483 ; the ajd pf June^. in the leoood year of his reign,, 
muft therefore be in 1484^ 
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fo i/ tmjfy and WilMoved John Pqftan ^Sheriff' of Stfp MdNbr^\. 

^e Due of Si^. 

RIGHT welbeloved we grete you well And for afmucheas- 
the King o' Sov'^eigne Lord hath late addreiled his Let-^ 
ters of Comiffion undre his feale unto us, reciting by the fame 
that his highnefle undreih)ndith certayn his rebells aflbciate to 

This being an original Proclamation figned by the Duke of Suffolk; m obedience to the 
I^g's Commandty I have inferted it* 

And the Paper Mark being fimilar to that on the paper wUdi contained iheCopy of the 
Proclamation, dated the 23d of June, 1484, 1 R. III. ihows that that Copy was taken at 
the time from the Originak. 

his 
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proclamation^ or otherwife fhall be commanded fo to do^ for 
refiftance of the King^s faid Rebels, Traitors, and Enemies. 
And this under peril, &c. 

Witnefs myfelf at Weftminfter, the »3d day of ^ June in 
the fecond year of our Reign. 

Weftminfler, 
Wedneiidayi 23d of June^ 
14831 2K:Ul. 

Autographs, PI. vn. N^ i and j, «re taken firom Oiiginalty in the pofleffibn of 
Thomas Aftle» Efqmre. 



LETTER IV. 

To our trufy and nvcll MmeJ John Pa/hn^ * Sher^of Si^lk 

and Norfolk. 

The Duke of Suffolk. 

RIGHT well beloved, we greet you well ; and forafmuch 
as the King our Sovereign Lord hath late addrefled his 
Letters of Commiilion under his Seal unto us, reciting by the 
fame that his Highnefs underftanding certain of his Rebels, 

> John P^on, Efqulre, was Sheriff «f Norfolk/md Suffolk on the acecffioii of Heniy 
VII. he moft probably therefore entered upon that o£Sce at MichaelmaSi 1484, % R* IIL 
this Letter being dated on the 20th of OAober. 

4 aflbciate 
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his old Enmys of Scotlond, cntending hot only to trowble his 
peax, the nobles and fubjefts of this Realme to deftroy their 
goods and poffeffions to fpoill and reward at thair lib'ties. 
But alfo the lawes of this loud and holy chirche to fubvert. 

Our faid mooll drad Soverayn Lord, as a Criften Prince 
*.......... his faid Enmys and Rebels to refift hath 

afligned and comaunded us to do all man^ • . • • • and others 
defenfible able to labo^ as well Archers as * Hobbjfllers, to come 
before us and charge them .... armed and arayed cvy 

man aftre his degre and power to attend uppon his p'fon and 
uppon us to do him Tvice in defence as well of the Chirche, 
as of the faid Nobles and fubje£ls of this Realm againft his 
faid Enmys and Rebels. We therfore wull and in our faid 
Sov'^eigne Lords name ftraitly charge and comaunde you that 
in all poflible haft ye do this to be p'clamed. And that all 
man"" men able to do the King Tvice as well Knights Efquiers 
and Gentlemen, as Townfliips and Hundreds, as well w4n 
francheffe and lib'tes as w^out w^in the Counties of Suff' and 
Norflf ' And that they be charged to be redy at all tymes uppon 
an howre warnyng and ordered according to the laft Comifiion 
afore this, to attend uppon his Grace and uppon us to do him 
Pvice whatlbever they ihalbe comaunded, not failing herof asyc 
wull anfwer at yo'. p^ile Goven at ^Long Stratton the x% 
day of October. 

» The Letter is defective in thole phces where dott areuftd^ 
? In Norfolk. 
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aflbciate to his old Enemies of Scotland ; intending not only t^ 
trouble his peace ; the Nobles and Subjefts of this Realm to 
deftroy, their Goods and Pofleffions to fpoil, and reward at their 
liberties ; but alfo the Laws of this Land, and Holy Church to 
fubvert. 

Our faid moft dread Sovereign Lord, as a Chriftian Prince 
*....•... his faid Enemies and Rebels to refift^ hath 

afligned and commanded us to do all manner and 

others defenfible able to labour, as well Archers as * Hobbellers to 
come before us and charge them • • • • armed and arrayed every 
man after his degree and power, to attend upon his Perfon, and 
upon us, to do him fervice, in defence as well of the Church, 
as of the faid Nobles and Subjects of this Realm, agaiuft his 
faid Enemies and Rebels* We therefore will, and, in our faid 
Sovereign Lord's nanie, ftraitly charge and command you, that 
in all pofiible hafte ye^do [cau/e] this to be proclaimed : And that all 
manner (of) men» able to do the King fervice, as well Knights, 
Efc^uires^ and Gentlemen; as Townfhips and Hundreds, as 
well within Franchifes and Liberties as without, within the 
Counties of Suffolk and Norfolk ; and that they be charged to 
be ready at all times, upon an hour's warning, and ordered 
according to the laft Commiffion afore this, to attend upon his 
Grace and upon us to do him fervice, whenfoever they (hall be 
commanded ; not failing hereof, as ye wilUanfwer at your peril^ 

Giren at ^ Long Stratton, the 20th day of October. 

* Hbblers, orHobilers, fo called from the Hobbies, or diminutive horfcs on wWch they 
rode ; or more probably from HohilUs^ the (hort jackets they wore. They were light 
horftmeo, and proved of confiderable fervice to Edward III. in his French expeditions. 
Bfdie tcaureof their lands they were obliged to maintain their nags, and were cxpcftcd 
to be in readinefs, when fudden iovafions happened, to (pread immediate intelligence of 
diem throug^ut the Country. 

Vol. II. U u And 
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And forthermore that ye yeve credence unto o^ f 'vut this 
Bringer, as this fame day we receyved the Kings comiiiion at 
iiij aftre none. 

^^ttfr^lt pit #reMir. 

Paper Mark, 
The Letter P, and Q^iaterfoil. 
PK Jtiii. N*»3. 
iiiby?f. 



« John dcla Sole» Duke <tf Suft)Bc„ '&c< H« died ki : i49r.^ PI. vi x.,N<^ > 
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T(7 ;wy rygbt worfchipfut Hujbond' John Pafton 

RYGHT worfchipful huibond I recomaund me onto yoa 
plefe it you to wete that I fent you' eldeft Sunne to nay 
Lady * Morlee to have knolage wat Sports wer hufyd in her 
hows in Kyrftemefle next folloyng aftyr the decyffe of my Lord 
her hufbond and fche feyd that yer wer non Dyfgyfyngs htx 
harpyng ner lutyng ner fyngyn ner no lowde Dyfports but 
pleyng at the Tabyllys and Scheffe and Cards fweche Dyfports 
Sche gave her folkys leve to play and no odyr. 

You' Sunne dede hefe heyrne ryght wele as ye flial her 
aftyr yis. I fent you' yongcr Sunne to the Lady * Stabylton and 

We arc here acquainted with the Divcrfions and Amufements allowed in the Houfe* of 
the Nobility and Gentry during the joyous feafon of Chrifhnae, 

We fee likewife the Refpe6t paid to the Memory of the Head of a Family, wheo^ at tba 
Chriftmas following his Death, none of the moremeirjornoify Difports were permitted. 

Schc 



• 
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And furthermore that ye ^ve credence unto our Servant this 
BtingeTf as this fame day we received the King's Commiflion 
at four in the Afternoon. 

4 SUFFOLK, your Friend. 

Img Stratton, 
Wednciilfty, soth of O^bcr^ 
Z484, 2 R. HI, 



LETTER V. 

3^ f9y right worjhtpftd hufband John Pqflon. 

RIGHT worfliipful hulband, I recommend me unto you ; 
Pleafe it you to wcet, that I fent your eldeft Son to my 
Lady » Moriey, to have knowledge what Sports were ufed in 
her houfe in Chriflmas next following, after the deceaie of my 
Lord her hufband; and fhe faid, that there were none Di{^ 
guifings» nor Harping, nor JLuting, nor Singing, nor none 
loud Difports ; but playing at the Tables, and Chefs, and C&rds ; 
fudi difports fhe gave her Folks leave to play and none other. 

Your Son did his errand right well as ye fhall hear after this. 
I fent your younger Son to the Lady • Stapleton, and fhe faid 

' Widow of William Lovel, Lord Moiiey, who died the 23d of July, 147;. 
* Sir Miles Stapleton died in 1466. 

U u 2 according 
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Sche feyd acordyhgto my Lady Morlees feyng in that and as 
Sche hadde feyn hufyd in placs of worfchip yer as fche hathe 
beyn. 

I pray you that ye woU afur to you fome man at Cafter to 
kepe yo'* Botry for the mane that ye lefte w^ me wqU not 
take upon hym to 3 breve dayly as ye comandyt, he fcyth he 
hath not ufyd to geve a rekenyng nothyr of bred nor alle 
ty 11 at the weky s end^ and he fey th he wot well that he ihuld 
not condenyth and therfor I fopoffe he (hall not abyd, and I 
trow ye fhall be fayne to pVeye another man for Symond for ye 
har never the nerer a wyffe man for hym. 

I ham fory that ye fliall not at hom be for Cryftemes. 

I py you that ye woll come as fone as ye may, I fhall thynke 
myfelf halfe a wedow becaufe ye Ihal not be at home^ &c* 
God have you in hys kepyng. Wretyn on Creftemes evyn. ' 

HBp pot ^ ip. ^. 

II by 5 i. 

3 To breve^ is to make up an account. How &Ti&\y this cufiom of hnving was for- 
merly obferved in great houfes, may be known from one of the Jaily rules, enforced in 
the family of the fifth Earl of Northumberland. 

" ]Eur^, that the laid Clerkis be dayly at the Brrvyngi every day by vii of the dokc ia 
the dl^rnynge. And theire to Breve every Officer accordynge as the cuftome is unto half 
howre after viii of the cloke. And that theire be no Brackfafls delyveret unto the tyme 
that all the Officers have Breved*^ -See Houfehold Book^ p. 59. 

As tMs Letter has no date of the year, I have had fome doubts where to place it, unleft we 
may fuppofe that the fame refpe6t would be paid to the memory of Margaret, Mother of J. 
Pailon, who was an Heirefs, and died in 1484, and whofe will was proved on the i8th of 
December in that year. 



ncc- 
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according to my Lady Morley's faying in that; and as (he had 
feen ufed in places of worihip thereas [where^ flie hath been. 

I pray you that ye will affure to you fome man at Caifter, 
to keep your Buttery, for the man that ye left with me will 
not take upon him to s breve daily as ye commanded; he faith, 
he hath not ufed to give a reckoning neither of Bread nor Ale, 
till at the week's end, and he faith, he wot [knows] well that 
he ihould not condeneth {^he content]^ and therefore I fuppofe he 
fliall not abide, and I trow ye (hall be fain [glad] to purvey 
another man for Symond, for ye are never the nearer a wife 
man for him. 

I am forry that ye (hall not at home be for Chriftmas. 

I pray you that ye will come as foon as ye may; I (hall think 
myfelf half a Widow, becaufe ye (hall not be at home, &c. 
God have you in his keeping. Written on Chriftmas Even. 

By your 5 MARGERY PASTON. 

Friday, 24th of December, 
1484, 2R.III. 

If I could have placed it earlier, I (hould have fixed upon the Death of Sir John Fafton, 
m November 1479, ^ ^^ ^>"^ o^ ^^^ being written ; but the prcfent J. Fafton was not 
married till 1477, and his eldeft Son being bom in 1478, was now only in his fcventh. 
year, which might be the cafe, as the cxpreffion that he *• dcde hcfc heyme ryght wele," 
impUes his being very young. 

* Autograph. PI, vii. N*^ 7. 



LET- 
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ft e % % € Wi mj. 

7*0 my welbelovydfrend John Pafton be' thy s byllJefyveryd m hn^. 

WELBELOVYD frend I cumaunde me to yow letyng yow 
to undyrftond that y* Kyngs Enmyffe be a land and f 
the Kyng wold hafe fet forthe as uppon Monday but pnljr for 
howre ' Lady day but for ferten he gotiie forward as uppon 
tewfday for a f'vant of myne browt to me the fertente. 

Wherfor I pray yow that ye met w^ me at * Bery for be the 
grace of God I purpoffe to lye at Bery as uppon tcwiilay nyght 
and that ye brynge w^ yow feche copany of tall me as ye may 
goodly make at my coft and charge be feyd that ye have p'myfyd 
the Kyng and I pray yow ordeyne them ' Jakets of my Levcry 
and I fhall cotente yow at yo' metyng w' me. 






Sjbys. 



Henry, Earl of Richmond, landed upon Saturday the 6di of Augufl, 1485, at MiUbrd 
Haven, in South Wales ; this Letter therefore could not be written before the Friday or 
Sattiirday following (12 or 15th of Auguft), 

Richard appears not to have regarded tbe landing of the Earl at a matter of that great 
importance which it foon became ; for as a valiant Prince he certainly would hare fet for- 
wards to meet his Competitor as foon as poffible ; and however great his veneration might 
have been for the day of " the AfTumption of our Lady," yet his fears of lofing a Crown, 
for the poffeffion of which he had ventured every thing, would have been ftill greater ; and 
would have prompted him to bre^k in upon the fervices due to our Lady, 

The Duke of Norfolk furvived the writing of this Letter only a few days, for he joined 
his Royal Mafter, and commanded the Vanguard of his Army in the Field of Bofworth, 
where he fell on Monday the 2 2d of Augufl, valiantly fighting for his Sovereign Lord and 
Benefeaor. PI. vii. N« 4. 

1, e €- 
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LETTER VI. 

To my well beloved Friend John Pafton^ be this bill delivered in hajle. 

TT 7 ELL beloved Friend, I. commend me to you, letting 
▼ ▼ you to underftand that the King's Enemies be a-land, 
and that the King would have fet forth as npon Monday^ but 
only for our * Lady day ; but for certain he goeth forward as 
upon Tuefday, for a Servant of minehrought to me the certainty. 
Wherefore I pray you, that ye meet with me at * Bury, for, 
by the Grace of God, I purpofe to lie at Bury as upon Tuefday 
night ; and that ye bring with you fuch Company of tall men as 
ye may goodly make at my cofl and charge, befides that which 
ye have promifed the Kingi and, I pray you, ordain them 
s Jackets of my Livery, and I ihall content you at your meet* 
ing with me» 

Your Lover, 

J. NORFOLK, 

Between the 8th ahd i5tb of Auguft, 
148?, 3R.in. 

* The Aflumption of our Lady, 15th of Auguft. 

* Buiy St. Edmund's in Suffolk. 

* From this it appears that the royal army, when embodied, was clothed in Jackets of die 
Livery of the refpe6tive great Lords and Commanders. 

The Editor cannot help remarking, that he feels a pleafing fatisfa^on at the thought, 
that the Original Letter now lying before him, and which hehas juft now tranfcribed, &c. 
has this day, Friday the lith of Auguft, 1785, been written (moft probably) exactly three 
hundred years. During this Period ten generations of the Howards have pailed away ; 
the prefent Duke of Norfolk, now in his 65th year, being the tenth in lineal Defcent from 
the noble Writer of this Letter. 

A LET- 
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To my Right trujly and welbeloved Son Sir John Pq/ion 

be y. delytled. 

SON Pafton I Recommaunde me to you in my mofte hertely 
maner and whcr I underftande be my Doghter Lovell ye 
defyre to know whedir I woll have y* bargane ye made for me 
in Norwich or nay, and if I wol I mofte content therfor how in 
meres, Son in good faith it is fo I flial Receyve no money 
of the Revenowfe of my lyvelod afor' mydfome^ and alfo I 
have payd accordyng to my p'mife to Sir William Cabell a great 
payment y* which ye knowe wel was due to be payde fo that I 
can not be of power to content therfor', for the which I am 
right fory for I know well I (hall never have fuch a bargane, 
Alfo my Doghtyr Lovell makith great fute and labo'for my fone 
hir hufbande S'. Edwarde fFranke h^th be'n in the north to 
inquire for hy he is comyn agayne and cane nogth underftondc 
wher he is. Wherfor' her Benevolers willith hir to continue hir 

fute 

This is in fome degree a private Letter of Bufineis, and (hews the Lady to be a 
Purchafer (I fuppoie) of Eftates. She was the Widow of Henry, Lord Fitzhu^ Baron 
of Ravenfworth, Daughter of Richard Neville, Earl of Salifbury, and Sifter to Richard, 
the great Earl of Warwick. PI. vi i. N*^ 5. 

Francis, Vifcount Lovell, the Hufband of her Daughter, was at this time concealed, in 
coniequence of the part he had taken in favour of his royal Mafter Richard III. to whom 
he had been Lord Chamberlain, and in whole confidence he held the firft place. He 

afterwards 
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LETTER VII. 

To my Right trujly and well beloved Son, Sir John Pafton, 

be this delivered. 

SON Paflon^ I recommend me to you, in my moft heartily 
manner; and vf\itxt(as) I underftand by my Daughter 
Lovell^ ye dcfire to know whether I will have the bargain yc 
made for me in Norwich^ or nay ; and if I will^. I muft content 
therefore now in marks. Son^ in good faith it is fo, I fhall 
receive no money of the Revenue of my livelihood afore Mid- 
fummer ; and alio I have paid according to my promife to Sir 
William Cabell a great payment, the which ye know well was 
due to be paid, fo that I cannot be of power to content there- 
fore ; for the which I am right forry, for I know well I. fliall 
never have fuch a bargain. Alfo my Daughter Lioveli maketh 
great fuit and labour for my Son her'Hufband. S^. Edwards 
Franke hath been in the North to inquire for him ; he is come 
again, and can nought underftand where he is. Wherefore her 
Benevolers \weU''WiJhers] wiUeth her to continue her fuit and 

afterwardi joined jn the plot of Lambert Simnely and if aa k'dled at the battle of Stoke, in 
1487. 

The hand-writing of this Letter is the fone thrvugfaout, and appears to be the hand of 
« Secretary, rather than that of a Lady, but whether it be fo or not muft remain a doubt. 

It was written afterthe Acoeffioa of Heniy VII. but as it contauns an Anecdote of Lord 
LoTelt the FaTOurite of RichardllL I hafe in&rted it here. . 

Yoft, !!• X X labour ;; 
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fute and labo' And fo I can not dep'te nor leve hir as ye know 
well, and if I might be ther' I wold be full glad as knowith o'. 
Lorde God whoo have you in his bliffid^kepynge fFrom London 
the xxiiij^^ day of fFebruary. 

9by4i. 

Under the Direftion in a hand more modern is written, *^ Lra Dn'e iBtzhug^ ftd 
*< ob qdSl caulam Tocat p*d*tum Jobem filiu fuu adbuc ignoro* 

Paper Mark, 

A Star of ei^t points, fur« 

mounted by a Coronet. 

PI. XIII. NO ^. 
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To my Right trtffii and welbiloved John Pqfton Shrieve of 

Norff' and Suf. 

RIGHT trufti and welbiloved I Rccomaund me unto you 
And for as moche as I ame credebly enfoUrmcd that 
Fraunceis late Lorde Lovell is now of late reforted into the yle 
of Ely to the entente by alle lykelyhod to finde the waies and 

meanes 

As this and the preceding; Letter relate to a Nobleman, who was the Lord Cham» 
berlain, and Favourite of Richard in. I have given them a place here, though 
they were not written till after the Death of this King, and the Acccffion of Heniy VII. 
4 In 
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labour; and fo I cannot depart nor leave her as ye know 
well ; and if I might be there, I would be full glad^ as knoweth 
our Lord God, who have you in his- bleiTed keeping. From 
Xiondon, the 24th day of February. 

Your loving Mother, 

ALISE Lady FITZHUGH. 

London, 
14th of February, 
1485. 



LETTER VIII. 

7(9 my right trujly and well beloved John Pafton^ Sheriff of Norfolk 

and Suffolk. 



RIGHT trufty and well beloved, I recommend me unto 
you ; and forafmuch as I am credibly informed, . that 
Francis, late Lord Lovell, is now of late reforted into the 
Ifle of Ely, to the intent by all likelihood, to find the ways and 

• 

In this Letter we fee the anxiety of the new King and his Friends, for the apprehenfion 
ot the late Lord Lovell, who had been attainted after the Battle of Bofworth. 

He however efcaped all purfuit, and got lafc to the Duchefs of Burgundy, by whofe 
perfuaiion he afterwards joined in the plot of Lambert Simncl, and attending him to Eng- 
Iand| was killed at the battle of Stoke, m 1487. 

X X 2 means 
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meanes to gete him (hipping and paffage in yo' coftcs or ellis to 
Refbrte ageyn to Seintuary if he can or niaie. 

I therfor heptily defirc and praie you And nev'^thelefle in the 
(King's name ftreitly chargie you that ye in all goodly hafte 
endevore yo*^ felf that fuche wetche or other meanes be ufed and 
haddeinthe Poorts and Creks and othre places wher ye thinke 
neceflaiy by your Dffcrecion to the letting of his feid purpofe 
And that ye alfo ufe all the waies ye can or maie by your 
wifdom to the taking of the fame late^ Lorde Lovell And 
what pleafur ye maie do to the Kings g*ce in this matier I am 
fure is not to you unknowen. And God kepe you. 

Wretyn at Lavenh'm the xix day of May. 

' ^ar0«ret iDrptufn^^ 

I2by8}« 

' Margaret, Daughter of Richard Neville, Earl of. Salifbury, and Sifler of Richard, 
(he great Earl of Warwick, was the firft wife of John de Vere, Earl of Oxford. During 
the imprifonoient of her Hulband, in the reign of Edward IV. (he fupported herfelf by 
working with her needle, &c. PI. vii. N^ 6. The Earl himfelf, in the reign of Henry 
VII. became a man of great confeqiience in the fiate, and died in 1512,4 Hen. VIIL 

The male branch of this noble family of the de Veres, Earls of Oxford, has been 
extinct from the beginning of this century • but there are flill feveral noble families 
defcended from the female branches, particularly that of Townihend, of Rainham, b 
Norfolk, the prefent Lord Vifcoimt Townfhend bebg a lineal dcfccndant from Maiy, 
^e daughter and cohdr of the janjous Horatio, Lord Vere of Tilbury. 
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means to get him (hipping and paflage in your coafts^ or elfe 
to refort again to SanAuary, if he can or may. 

I therefore heartily defire and pray you, and neverthelefs, in 
the King's name, flraitly charge you, that ye in all goodly hafle 
endeavour yourfelf, that fuch watch, or other means be ufed 
and had in the Ports, and Creeks, and other places, where ye 
think neceffary by your difcretion, to the letting of his faid 
purpofe ; and that ye alfo ufe all the ways ye can or may by 
your wifdom, to the taking of the fame late Lord Lovell ; 
and what pleafure ye may do to the King*s Grace in this 
matter, I am fure is not to you unknown ; and God keep you. 

Written at Lavenham, the 19th day of May. 

' MARGARET OXYNFORD. 

lavenham, in Suffolk, 
Friday, 19th of May, 
i486. 

The Seal of this Letter has the Imf reflion of a Head. Fl. xiv. N? ^^. 



CONCLUSION- 



READER^ 

WE have now finiflxed our progrefs through the diftant 
period of Englifli Hiftory defcribed in thefe Letters. 
If you have received any pleafure from the Rarity of the 
Scenes, from the Manners of the Times, or from the ctirious 
Information, which you may have acquired, I fhall be happy 5 
and fhall confider the care, trouble, and attention, which 
I have beftowed, in fmoothing the Road, in improving the 
Landfcape, and in erecting a few Guide-Pofts for your eafe and 
direction, as having been employed for an ufeful purpofe. 

•* For/an et hac olim meminijfe juvabit.^^ 



Eaft-Dereham, Norfolk, 
Monday, 2idof Auguft, 178J, 
^5 Geo. m. 




M^-^ 
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A CATALOGUE of the ORIGINAL LETTERS, 

HENRY VI. 

VOL. i. 



Aut<9< 

raphs. 
I. 



N" 



Letters 
From and to whom. 



II. 

n. 

1. 

II. 

I. 

II. 

in. 

II. 

I. 

n. 

ui. 

II. 

in. 

I. 
II. 

IL 

ij. 

III. 

I. 

I. 

I. 

II. 

I. 

III. 

II. 

III. 

III. 

II. 

I. 

I. 

III. 

III. 



19 

17 



It 

as 

6 
26 
29 
15 

30 

4 
20 
21 
23 

31 

7 
7 
4 
16 
8 

29 
27 

32t 
28 

15 

9 
II 

33 
33 



A GNES Paitofi, to Sir William Haftoh. 



Robert Reppes, to John Pafton. 

3 Mowbray (duk^ of) Norff', to John Pafton, efquicc* 

4 John Northwood, to John, -vifcount Beaumont. 

5 Henry (duke of) Buckingham, to vifcount Beaumont. 

6 William Yelverton, juftice, to John Pafton, efquire. 

7 James Grefham, to John Pafton, efquire. 

8 Margaret Pafton, to John Pafton. 

9 Suffolk {dvkt of) to his Son John. 

10 William Lomner, to John Pafton. 

11 John .Crane, to John Pafton, efquire. 

12 John Faftolf, Knight, to fir Thomas Howes, CI. 

13 Payn Jobn^ ta John Pafton. 

14 Richard, duke of York's petition to the king. 

15 Margaret Pafton, to Jokn Pafton. 

16 WylTyam Pafton, to John Pafton. 

17 William Botoner, to John Pafton. 

18 Edmund Clere, to John Pafton. 

19 Richard, erle of Warwyke, to fir Thomas Todenham, 

20 Richard (earl of) Warrewyk, to John Pafton, efquire. 

21 Richard (duke of) York, to John Pafton, efquire. 

22 . . . duchefle of Norff', to John Pafton, efquire. 

23 Oxenford (John E. of ) to John Pafton. 

24 John Crane, to John Pafton. 

25 W. B. to William Worceftcr. 

26 Henry Wyndcfore, to John Bokking, and William Worcefter. 

27 James Grefliam, to John Pafton. 

28 John Faftolf, to John Pafton, &c. 

?9 T. (archbifhop of) Canterbury, to fir John Faftolf. 

30 John, lord Lovell, to vifcount Beaumont. 

31 John Bokkyng, to John Pafton. 

32 John Bokkyng, to John Pafton, efquire. 
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With their Dates, Autographs, and Paper-Marks. 



HENRY 



VI. 



VOL. 



I. 



Dates. 



Paper-Marks. 



Paper 
Marks. 
PI. N« 



I 
2 

3 
4 
5 
6 

I 

9 

10 

II 

12 
13 

H 
»5 

16 

\l 

20 

ai 
22 

23 

24 
25 
26 

2 

29 



About 1440, 18 H. 6. 

I November, 1440, 19 H, 6. 

18. — before 1444, 23 H. 6. 

Between 1440 and 1450, 18 and 28 H. 6. 

17 March, between 1444 & 55, 23 & 35 H. 6. 

4 Od. between 1444 & 60, 23 & 39 H. 6. 

18 0£tober, 1449, 28 H. 6. 
12 March, 1449, 28 H. 6. 

April, 1450, 28 H. 6. 

5 May, 1450, 28 H. 6 

6 Maj^, 1450, 28 H. 6 
27 May, 1450, 28 H. 6. 

June and July, 1450, 28 H. 6* < 

1451, 30 H. 6. 
21 April, 1452, 30 H. 6. 

1452, or 53, 30 or 31 H. -6. 
8 June, 1454, 32 H. 6. 
10 January, 1454, 33 H. 6. 
2 November, before 1455, 33 H. 6. 

23 Auguft, before 1460, 38 H. 6. 

19 Auguft, 1 454 or 55, 32 or 33 H. 6. 
8 June 

18 Oftober, before 1455, 33 H. 6. 
2sMay,i4SS,33H.6. 

June, 1455, 33 H. 6. 

20 July, I4S5, 33 H. 6. 
28 Oaober, 1455, 34 H. 6, 
5 February, 1455, 34 H. 6. . « „ ^ 
27 March, between 1454 & 59, 3;i & 38 H. 6. 

24 July, between 1455 & 60, 33&39H. 6. 
May, I ' 



An animal with one horn. VIII. i 

Bull's or goat'$ head. VIII. 3 

Bull's head and ftar. VIII. 2 



Cap and fleuf de lys, IVIII. 4 

Cap and fleur de lys, I VIII. 4 

Crofs, &c. I VIII. 6 

YHS, furrounded by a ra- | •-.-- 
diated ftar of 16 points. ] viii. 5 

A piUar. VIII. 7 

A lower. VIII. 8 



Crofs keys. VIII. 9 



Part of a bull's head. IX. 10 

A pair of (hears. IX. 11 

AbuU. IX. 10 



^ ,_ ,, 4561 34H. 6- 
32 1 7 June, 1456, 34 H. 6w 



Y y a 
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Auto- 
graphs. 
PI. N«> 



Letters 
From and to whom. 



33 ( rhomas lord) Scales, to John l^alton, efquire. 

34 William Botoner, to John Pafton, efquire, &c. 

35 Augncs Pafton, to .... . 

36 Richard (earl of ) Salifbury, to vifcount Beaumont. 

37 William Botoner, dit. Worccfter, to fir John Faftolf. 

38 John Bokkyng, to fir John Faftolf. 

39 John Jernyngan, to Margaret Pafton. 

40 Denyes, to John Pafton. 

41 John Faftolf, to John Pafton, &c. 

42 Henry Fylungley, to fir John Faftolf. 

43 Henry Wyndefore, to John Pafton. 

44 Margaret Pafton, to John Pafton. 

45 JohirBoltkyng, to William Yelverton, J. Pafton, &c. 

46 William Botoner, called Wyrcefter, to John Berney, efquire. 

47 William Pafton, to John Pafton. 

48 (lord) Molyns, to William, bifliop of Winchefter. 

49 R. H. lord Molyns, to tenants of Greiham. 

50 Elianore, duchefs of NorfF', to vifcount Beaumont. 

51 Xpofcr Hauffon, to John Pafton, efquire. 

52 Clement Pafton, to John Pafton. 

53 Robert Wenyngton, to Thomas Danyel, efquire. 

IV. 



1. 

II. 

II. 

I. 

11. 

III. 

III. 

III. 

II. 



12 

24 

19 

10 

33 
34 
35 
»5 



III. 36 



III. 

II. 

III. 

II. 

II. 

II. 

II. 

II. 

III. 

II. 

III. 



32 
25 

33 

24 

21 
13 
»3 
16 

37 
22 

38 



D W 



R D 



II. 21 


• 


V. 14 


V. 14 


2 


IV.Qoni 


3 


V. 14 


4 


III. 28 


5 


V. 15 


6 


V. ,5 


7 


III. 32 


8 


A copy. 


9 




10 


V. 16 


II 


V. ,7 
V. iS 


12 


n 


V. i8 


14 


IV.gor II 
V. 14 


\l 


IV. II 


n 


V. 19 


li 


IV. II 


19 


IV. 9 


20 


IV. 9 


21 


V. ,3 


22 



I William Pafton, and Thomas Playter, to John Pafton. 

Thomas Playter, to John Pafton, efquire. 

John Pafton, junior, to . • . • • • 

Thomas Pla)ter, to John Pafton. 

James Grefham, to John Pafton. 

John Berneye, to John Pafton, and William Rokewode, cfquires. 

John Berneye, to John Pafton, and William Rokewode^ cfquires. 

Henry Wyndefore, to John Pafton, efquire. 

Examinations fcnt to J. Pafton. 

John Wykes, to John Pafton, efquire. 

John Mowtli, to John Pafton. 
; John Ruffe, to John Pafton. 
. John Ruffe, to John Pafton. 

John Pafton, junior, to John Pafton. 

^Thomas) Playter, to John Pafton. 

John Pafton, youngeft, to John Pafton, eldeft fon of John Pafton. 

Henry Berry, to John Pafton, efquire. 

John Pafton, youngeft, to John Paflon^ his father. 

Sir John Pafton, to John Pafton, his brother. 

John Pafton, knight, to Margaret Pafton, his mother. 

Wylliam Pafton, junior, to John Pafton, his brother. 
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Dates. 



Paper-Marks. 



10 Auguft, 1456, 34 H. 6. 

5 J^y? HS7> 35 H. 6. 

28 January, 1457, 36 H. 6. 
24January, 1457, 36 H. 6. 
I February, 1457, 36 H. 6. 
15 March, 1457, 3^ H. 6. 
I June, 1458, 36 H. 6. 

1 2 May, before 1460, 39 H. 6. 

18 November, before 1459, 38 H. 6. 

17 July, before 1459, 38 H, 6. 

Auguft, before 1450, 38 H. 6. 

29 April, 1459, 37 H- ^• 

7 December, 1459, 3^ ^* 6» 

January, 1459, 38 H. 6. 
29 January, 1459, 3^ H. 6. 

13 June, between 1457 & 60, 35 & 39 H. 
24 March, before 1460, 39 H. 6. 

8 March, before 1460, 29 H. 6. 
12 0(ftober, 1460, 39 H. 6. 
23 January, 1460, 39 H. 6. 

H. 6. 

E D W -A 



Part of a bull's head, &c. 
Part of a bull's head, &c. 
Part of a bull's head and ftar. 

Bull's head and flar. 

Bull's head and ftar. 



Paper- 
Marks. 
PI. N« 



yrnn 

VIII. 2 
VIII. 2 

VIII. 2 

IX. 12 

vm. 2 

IX. 13 
VIII. 2 

VIII. 4 

IX. 14 
IX. 15 

IX. 16 

X. I 



33 

34 
35 
36 
3 

39 

40 

41 

42 

43 
44 
45 
46 

49 
50 
5« 
5» 
53 



f 



6. 



10 
ir 
12 

*3 

14 
15 
16 

17 
18 

19 
20 

21 

22 



I '4 April, 1461, I E. 4. 

18 April, 1461, I E. |. 
1461, I E. 4. 
May or June, 1461, I E. 4. 
21 June, 1461, I E. 4. 
10 July, 1461, I E. 4. 
'6 J^^Yy 1461, I E. 4. 
4 Oftober, 1461, i E. 4. 

30 Auguft, 1461, I E. 4. 

March, 1461, 2 E. 4. 
25 March, 1462, 2 E. 4. 
12 May, 1462, 2E. 4. 
1462, 2 E 4. 
1462, 2 E. 4. 
I November, 1462, 2 E. 4. 

1462, or 1463, 2 or 3 E. 4. 
10 December, 1463, 3 E. 4. 
28th January, 1463 or 4, 3 or 4 E. 4. 
I March, 1463, 3 E. 4. 
20 April, 1466, 6 E. 4. 
Between 1466, and 69, 6 and 9 E. 4. 
23 of February, 1467, 7 E. 4. 



Bull's head and ftar. 
Two pales within a lozenge 

fhield, furmounted by a 

coronet. 



1 



Part of a bull's head and ftar. 



Cap and fleur de lys; 

Bunch of Grapes. 
A pyramid. 



A pair of fcales. 



R D 



IV. 



Bull's head and ftar. 



Bull's head and ftar. 
Bull's head and ftar. 



V lnebranch,&bunch of grapes 



A detni bull. 

A bunch of grapes. 



X. I 
X. I 



X. 2 



X. 5 

X. 4. 
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A CATALOGUE of the ORIGINAL LETTERS, 



EDWARD 



IV. 



VOL. 



II. 



Auto- 
raphs. 
1. NO 



Letters 
From and to whom 



IV. 

V. 

V. 

V. 

IV. 

IV. 

IV. 

IV. 

IV. 

V. 

IV. 

IV. 
IV. 
IV. 
IV. 
IV. 

III. 

IV. 

IV. 

IV. 

IV. 

IV. 

IV. 

IV. 

V. 

IV. 



12 

20 

21 
22 

9 
3 
5 

10 

4 
23 



12 

9 

12 

5 
5 

28 

9 
6 

10 
10 

9 
9 

12 
24 
12 



23 JOHN Pafton, younger, to Margaret Pafton. 

24 William Ebefham, to fir John Pafton. 



Jakys Hawte, to fir John Pafton. 

John Aubry, to fir Henry Spelman. 

John Pafton, knight, to John Pafton. 

(John, duke of) Norff *, to John Pafton, efquire. 

ijohn, earl of) Oxynford, to fir John Pafton. 
bhn Pafton, knight, to John Paifon, efquire. 
George, archbiftiop of York, to fir John Pafton. 
For trowyth, to J. Pafton. 

!Duke of Clarence, 
Earl of Warrewyk, 
and archbiftiop of York. 
John Pafton, to fir John Pafton 
John Pafton, knight, to John Pafton. 
John Pafton, to Margaret Pafton, (Henry VI.) 
(John, earl of) Oxjmford, to Thomas Veer, (Henry VI.) 
(John, earl of) Oxynford, to Henry Spilman, &c. (Henry VI.) 

James Greftiam, to fir John Pafton, (Henry VI.) 



} 



25 
26 

U 

29 
30 
3» 
3a 

33 

34 
35 
36 

37 
38 

39 

40 Sir John Pafton, to his mother. 

41 O d to his lady, (Secret.) 

42 John Pafton, knight, to Margaret, or John Paftpn, efquire. 

43 John Pafton, knight, to John, or Margaret Pafton. 

44 John Pafton, knight, to Margaret Pafton. 

45 John Pafton, knight, to John Pafton, efquire. 

46 John Pafton, to fir John Pafton. 

47 James Arblafter, to John Carenton. 

48 John Pafton, to fir John Pafton. 
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With their Dates, Autographs, and Paper-Marks. 



EDWARD 



IV. 



L. 



II. 



23 

24 

as 
26 

29 
30 
31 
32 

33 

34 
35 
36 
37 
38 

39 

40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 

47 
48 







Paper 


Dates. 


Paper-Marks. 


Marks. 

PI. N** 


8 July, 1468, 8 E. 4. 


A Catherine wheel. 


X. 6 


1469, 9 E. 4. 


Wheels, &c. 


X. 7 


Bull's head and <ftar. 


X. I 


22 May, 1469, 9 E. 4. 
6 July, 1469, 9 E. 4. 










1469, or 1474, 9 or 14 E. 4. 






i^ September, 1469, 9 E, 4. 






18 July, 1469 or 70, 9 or 10 E. 4. 






Feb. or March, 1469 or 70, 9 or 10 E. 4. 


A goat's head. 


X. 8 


7 May, between 1466 and 76, 6 and 16 E. 4. 


• 




27 March, 1470, 10 E. 4. 






9 July, 1470, 10 E. 4. 






1470, (1472) 10 E. 4. 
5 Auguft, 1470, 10 E. 4. 
ir Oaober, 1470, 10 E. 4. 






The Letter R. 


XI. r6 






14 March, 14*70, 11 E. 4. 


Wheals, &c. 


X. Q 


19 March, 1470, 11 E. 4. 


Bull's head & ftar,widi a circle 


X. 3 


End of March, orl ^ ^ „ £. 4* 
beginning of April, ) ^' ^ 


A pair of fhears. 


XL 11 


18 April, 147 1, II E. 4. 


Bull's head and ftar. 


XI. 10 


April, 1471, If E. 4. 


Bull's head and ftar. 


X. 1 


13 on 5 September, 147 1, 11 E. 4* 


Bull's head. 


XI. 12 


28 September, 1471, li E. 4. 






8 January, 147 1, ii E. 4. 






17 February, 147 1? ii E. 4. 






5 June, 1472 (1470) ^^E- 4- 


Bull's head and ftar. 


X. I 


20 September, 1472, 12 E. 4. 


Bull's head and ftar. 


X. I 


21 September, 1472, 12 £• 4- 


Wheels, &c. 


X. 9 
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Auto- 
graphs. 
PI. N<^ 



Letters 
From and to whom. 



49 John h'afton, knight, to John Pafton, efqiiire. 

50 John Pafton, knight, to John Pafton, efquirc. 

51 John Pafton, knight, to John, or Margaret Pafton. 

52 Sir John Pafton, to John Pafton, efquire. 

53 John Pafton, knight, to John Pafton, efquirc. 

54 John Pafton, knight, to John Pafton, efquire. 

55 John Pafton, knight, to John Pafton, efquire. 

56 John Pafton, knight, to John Pafton, efquire. 

57 Sir John Pafton, to Edmund Pafton. 

58 (WaUa„lord)H.«,„p, >«{|;',}£ pS""' } 

59 John Pafton, knight, to Margaret Pafton. 

60 Wyllyam Pafton, to fir John Pafton, 

61 John Pafton, knight, to John Pafton, efquire, &c. 

62 John Pafton, knight, to John Pafton, efquire. 

63 Sir John Pafton, to John, or Margaret Pafton. 

64 Margaret Pafton, to John Pafton. 

65 Margaret Pafton, to fir John Pafton. 

66 John Pafton, to fy John Pafton. 

67 John Pafton, knight, to John, or Margaret Pafton. 

68 Sir John Pafton, to John Pafton, efquire. 

69 John Pafton, knight, to Margaret, or John Pafton. 

70 Jphn Pafton, knight, to John Pafton, efquire. 

71 Dame Elizabeth Brews, to John Pafton. 

72 Margery Brews, to John Pafton, efquire. 

73 Margery Brews, to John Pafton, eiquire. 

74 Thomas Kela, to John Pafton, efquire. 

75 John Pafton, to Margaret Pafton. 

76 Thomas Brews, knight, to fu* John Pafton. 

77 John Pympe, to fir John Pafton. 
•77 John Pympe, to fir John Pafton. 

78 John Pafton, knight, to Margaret Pafton. 

79 John Pafton, knight, to John Pafton, efquire. 

80 John Pafton, knigh^ to John Pafton, efquire. 

81 Edmund Bedjmgfeld, to fir John Pafton. 

82 Margery Pafton, to John Pafton. 

83 John Pafton, knight, to Margaret Pafton. 

84 Margaret Pafton, to fu- Jdin Pafton. 

85 John Pafton, knight, to John, or Margery Pafton. 

86 John Pafton, knight, to Margaret Pafton. 

87 John Pafton, efquire, to Margaret Pafton. 



IV. 

IV. 
IV. 
IV. 
IV.. 
IV. 
IV. 
IV. 
IV-. 

IV, 

IV. 

V. 

IV. 

IV. 

IV. 

II. 

II. 

IV. 

IV. 

IV. 

IV. 

IV. 

V. 

VI. 

VI. 

VI. 

IV. 

V. 

VI. 

VI. 

IV. 

IV. 

IV. 

VI. 

VII. 

IV. 

II. 

IV. 
IV. 
IV. 



9 

10 
10 

9 

.10 

10 
9 
9 
9 



9 

13 

9 

10 

9 

20 

20 
12 

9 
9 

10 

4 

27 
2 

12 

25 

29 

29 

9 

9 
10 

30 

7 

9 

20 

9 

9 

12 
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Dates. 



Paper-Marks. 



Paper 
Marks. 
PI. NO 



49 
50 
51 
5^ 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 

58 



59 
60 
61 
62 

64 

65 
66 

6 

69 

70 

71 



4 November, J 472, I2 E. 4. 

8 and 9 November, 1472, 12 E. 
3 February, 1472, 12 E. 4. 

2 April, 1473, 13E. 4. • 

15 April, 1473, 13 E. 4- 

16 April, 1473, 13 E. 4. 
18 May, 1473, 13 E. 4. 

3 June, 1473, 13 E. 4, 

5 July, 1473* 13 £• 4- 

16 September, 1473, 13 E. 4. 



20 February, 1473, 13 E. 4. 

7 March, 1473, 14 E. 4. 

20 November, 1474, 14 E. 4. 
II December, 1474, 14 E. 4. 
17 January, 1474, 14 E. 4. 
S March, 1474, 15 E. 4. 
10 Auguft, 1475, 15 E. 4, 
23 Oflober, 1475, 15 E. 4. 
17 January, 1475, 15 E. 4. 

27 January, 1475, 15 E. 4. 

21 March, 1475, 16 E. 4. 
14 February, 1476, 16 E. 4. 
Between 8 and 14 February, 1476, 16 E. 4, 

February, 14^6, 16 E. 4. 
February or March, 1476, 16 E. 4. 
February or March, 1476, 16 E. 4. 

8 March, 1476, 17 E. 4. 
8 March, 1476, 17 E. 4. 

16 March, 1476, 17 E. 4. 
March, or April, 1477, 17 E. 4. 

28 March, 1477, 17 E. 4. 
14 April, 1477, 17 E. 4. 
23 June, 1477, 17 E. 4. 

17 Auguft, 1477, 17 E. 4. • 

18 December, (query) 1477, ^7 E- 4» 
13 May, 1478, 18 E. 4. 
26 May, 1478, 18 E. 4. 

85 1 23 or 25 Auguft, 1478, 18 E. 4. 
86 1 29 Odober, 1479, 19 £. 4. 
87' November, 1479, ^9 ^' 4* 



73 
74 

7^ 
77 

It 

81 
82 

P 



A demi bull. 

P. and quaterfoil. 

Part of a P, &c. 

Vinebranchj&bunchof grapes 
Bull's head and ftar. 
P. and quaterfoil. 
P. and quaterfoil. 



An unicorn. 
Wheclf, dec. 



G. and crof^. 



French arms, and I E S. 



Crofs kcvs. 



A flaggon, or chalice. 



'^. 5 

XI. 13 

XI. 13 

X. 2 

X. 1 

XI. 15 
XI. 13 



XI. 14 

iX. Q 



XII. 18 



XH.22 



XII. 19 



xir. 20 



Vol. II. 



Z z 
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APPENDIX. 



Auto- 
;raphs. 
1. N^ 



nr 

IV. 
IV. 
IV, 
IV. 
VI. 



Letters 
From and to whom. 



MA R U A k E T Pafton, to John Fafton. ' 

(Humphrey lord) Cromwell, to John Pafton, eiquire. 
Elizabeth, fiftcr of Edward IV. to John Pafton. 
John Pafton, to M^s. Anne . * . . 
rWilliam lord) Haftyngs, to JcAn Pafton, cfquirc. 
Catalogue of die books of John Pafton. 
Vprfes by a lady to a nobleman. 



i 

2 

9 

7 

31 



RICHARD 



IIL 



Auto- 
raphs. 
1 N«» 



Letters 
From and to whom. 



fOHN duke of) Norfolk, to John Pafton. 

I of) Suffolk, to 'Fhomas Jcfbeyt. 



VU. 4 

VII. 3 

VII. 1,2 

VII. ,3 

VII. 7 

VU. 4 



VII. 
VII. 



2 \ J (John Duke 

3 Richard III. to his fubje£b. 

4 (John duke of) Suffolk, to Jolin Pafton, (heriff. 

5 Margery Pafton, to John Pafton. 

6 (John duke of) Norfolk, to John Pafton. 

7 Alife, lady Fitzhugh, to fir John Pafton. 

8 Margaret (countefs of) Oxynfbrd, to John PaftoOi iherift 
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Dates. 



Before 1466, 6 ^. 4. 
10 February, E. 4. 
(Query,) E. 4. 
22 July, £. 4* 

26 April, i47-^E. 4. 
5 November, £• 4. 
H.VLorE.4^ 



Pgper-Marks. 



Paper- 
Marks. 
PL N« 



Part of an animal. 
Forepart of an unicorn. 
A bull. 



XII. 21 
XII. 23 
IX. 10 



RICHARD 



III; 



^ 




P4p^'* 


Dates. 


Paper-Marl^. 


Marks. 






PI. N«» 


I 


10 Oaober, 1483, iR.3. 
I May, 1484, 1 K. 3. 
23 June, 1484, 2 R. 3, . 
2oOaober, 1484, 2 K. 3. 


G. and quaterfoU. 
Hand and ftar. 


Xlii. 2 


2 


XIII. 4 


3 


P. and quaterfoil, and bar. 


XIII. 3 


4 


P. and qua^terfoil. 


XIII. 3 


5 


24 December, 1484, 2 R. 3. 






6 


Between 8 and 15 Augufk 1485, 3 R. 3. 






7 


24 February, 1485. | 


A ftar of eight points, fur- ' ' 
mounted by a coronet. ' \ 


xni. 5 


8 


19 May, i486. 
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A List of the PtATEs and Numbers referring to the Letters, 
■ which have either Autografhs, or Paper-Marks engraved; 



yVato- 
graphs. 
PI. N" 



Letters. 



Autographs. 



rttt 

Marguiret. 

Mowbray Norff*. 
R. York. 

H. Bukingham. 

Suffolk. 

R. Warr«wylc. ; 

Oxcnford. 

T. Cant. 

R. Salisbury. 

John, lord Lovell. 

Scales. 



I. 



iir 



Hi. 



2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 
8 

9 

10 

II 

12 



13 

»4 
15 

i6 

17 
i8 

»9 

20 
21 

22 

23 
24 

25 
26 

27 



28 

29 
30 
31 
32 

33 

34 
35 
36 



(•4; 

(,5) (9 E. IV.; 

3 (Monogram) 
14,21 



9 

36 
30 
33 



48, 49. 
6 

12, 28,41* 
22, 50, c. 

2 

4 

ij 35> c. 

16, 47, (I E. 4.) 

34^ 37i 46- 
8, 44, c. 
10 
25 „ 



71^7' 
II, 24. 

13 
18 

26, 43. 

/3I.32-1 
138,45./ 

39 
40 

42 
51 
53 



R. H, lord MoJyjis. 

William Yelverton, juftis. 

J. Faftolf, knight. 

Elianore, duchefle of NorfF'. 

Rob. Reppes* 

John Northwod. 

Agn. Pafton. 

M. Pafton, (64, 65, 84 E. IV.) 

Wyllyam Pafton. 

Clement Pafton. 

Boto-ner. 

W. Botoner, called Wyrccftcr. 

M. P. (App. I E. IV.) 

W. L. Query, Wm. Lomner, 

W. B. _ 

James Grefliam, (S, 39 E. IV.) 

John Crane. 

Payn J. 

Edmund Clere. 

H. Wyndeforc, (8 E. IV.) 

J. 3. 

J. Bokkyng. 

John Jernynganu 

Denyes. 

Henry Fylungley. 

Xpofer HauUon. 

Robt. Wenyngton. 



H E N R 



VI. 






A List of the Plates and Numbers referring to the Letters, 
which have either Autographs or Paper-Marks engraved. 



/aper 










Marks. 


Letters. 






Papcr-Marks. 


PI. VS" 










vm. I 


2 . . . 






An animal with one horn. 


2 


/ 5> 33. 34. 35- 
1 37. 41. 44- 


} 




Bull's head and ftar. 


3 


4 . . . 






Bull's or goat's head. 


4 


9. »o. 47- 






Cap and fleur de Ivs, 

YHS, furrounded with a radiated ftarl 
of fixteen point*. / 








{ 


5 


13 . . . 




6 


II . . . 






Crofs, &c. 


I 


14 . . . 






A pillar. 


IS . • • 






A flower. 


9 


20 . . . 






Crofs keys. 


IX. 10 


23,25. App. 


7- 




Bull. 


II 


24 . . . 






A pair of ihears. 


12 


39 • * • 






Bull's head and ftar. 


»3 


42 , . . 




{ 


Two pales within a lozenge fliield, fur-1 
mounted by a coronet. j 


14 


49 . . . 






A bunch of grapes. 


J5 


50 . . . 






A pyramid. 


i6 


53 • • • 






A pair of fcales. 
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A List of the Plates and Numbers referring to the Lbtt<ri, 
which have either Autografhs or Papee-Maeks engraved. 



Auto- 












rv 


Letters. 




Autographs. 




IV. I 


33 






K. JL. 




2 


App. 3. 






Elizabeth. 




3 






Norff\ 




4 


31 






G. Eborac. 




5 


a9i 37> 38. 






Oxynford, 




6 


41 






d 




5 


58, App. 5 


• 




Haflyngs. 




App. 2. 






CromwclL . . 






-.15, 20, 21, 


27. 35, 


♦^1 


. 








44> 45. 49. 52. 55. 


56,/ 


. 




9 


i 


57. 59. 61, 
70. 78. 79. 


63.67v68,H 


John Pafton, k. 








83, 85> 


TO. I 


* 






^App. 4. 




•# 


. 




lO 


/30. 42> 43. 
154, 62, 69, 


E:'" 


53.\ 


J.E.k. '■ ■ '■ 
Johi) Pafton, the jrongtft^ 




II 


3. i7» i^- 








12 


< 


[23. 34»„36. 46. 48» I 
165,75,87. .:J 


J. Pafton> the yonger.- 




V. 13 


22, bo. 






WyUm Pafton, junr. . 




14 


I, 2, 4, 16. 






Thorn's Playter. 




»5 


6,7. 






tohnWykes. 
Fryer Jan Mowth. 
John Ruffe. 
Henr Berry. 
William Ebefliaiii. 




i6 


II 








20 


12 








18. (Monogram.) 
24 






21 


as 






Jakys Hawte. 
John Aubry, &c. 
For Trowyth. 




22 


26 








^3 


32 








24 


47 






J. Arblaftcr. 

T. Brews, knyth. 




U' 


76 








71, c. 
7*> 73. c« 






Dame Elizabeth Brews. 




VI. 27 


M. B. M'gery Brews. 




28 


74 




• 


Tho's Kela. 




29 
3» 


App. 6. 






J. Pympe. 

£. Bedyngfeld. 

Arabic Figures. 




3* 


Prerace, p. • 


KXXi. 




Points, or Stops. 








5 
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A List of the Plates and Numbers referring to the Letters^ 
which have either Autoorafhs or Paper-Marks engraved. 



I'aper 
Marks. 
PI. N«» 



XT 



Letters* 



1,8,9,24,41,46,47,55. 

J4.S4- 

38 
21 
20,49. 

23 

30 

37, 48, 62. 



paper-Marks. 



Bull's head and ftar. 

Vine branch, and bunch of grapes. 

Bull's head and ftar, with a circle. 

Bunch of grapes. 

A demi bulL 

A, Catharine wheel. 

Wheels, &c. 

A goat's head. 

Wheels, &c. 



Xf. 10 
II 
12 

«3 
H 
IS 

16 

17 

xnTTs 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 



40 
39 
4* 

5o> Sa» 57- 
60 

3S 
i_ 



^ 



8? 
86 

App. 

App. 



Bull's head and ftar. 

A pair of (bears. 

Bull's head. 

p. and quaterfoil. 

A unicorn. 

P. and quaterfoil. 

R. 

A plan of Grefliam houfe. 



6. 



G. and crofs. 

Crofs keys. 

A fiaggon or chalice. 

Part of an animal. 

French arms and coronet, jcc« 

Part of an unicorn. 
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A List of the Plates and Numbers referring to the Letters, 
which have either Autographs or Paper-Marks engraved. 



Auto- 
graphs. 
PI. N° 


Letters. 


Autographs. 


Vll. I 
2 

3 

4 
5 
6 

7 


3 

2,4- 

1,6. 

5 (82. E.IV.) 


R. R. " 

Ricardus Rex. 

SufFolk. 

J. Norfolk. • 

Alife, ladyFitzhugh. 

Margaret Oxynford. ' 

M. P. 



CONTENTS of the PLATES. , 



• AUTOGJIAPHS. 



hlate. 


: Royai;-Noble, 


Commoners. 


Total. 


King's R,eign. 


TotaK 


1. 

II. 
III. 
IV. 

V. 

VI. 
VII. 


2. 10 

2 

2. . 6 
2. 4 


13 
II 

4 
. 14 ■ • 

r Figures and 
* t Points. 
2. Editor, &c. 


12] 
15 
II J 

12., 

14 I 
4J 
8 


Henry VI. 

Edward IV. 
Richard III. 


38 

30, &c. 
8,&c. 




6. 22 


48, &c. 


I 76 




76, &c. 



F A C SIMILES. 

Plate "1 No. I. A Fac Simile from Letter XXXVI. Vol. L p. 148. 
XV. J No. 2. A Fac Simile of the whole of Letter III. Vol. II. p. 292. 
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A List of the Plates and Numbers referring to the Letters, 
which have either Autographs or Paper-Marks engraved. 



Paper 
Marks. 
PI. N« 


Letters. 


Paper-Marks. 


XIII. I 

2 

3 

4 
S 
6 


3 

I 

4 

2 

rreface^p.xx. 


P. quaterfoil, and bar. 
G. and quaterfoil. 
P. and quaterfoil. 
Hand and ftar. 

Star of 8 points, furmounted by a ft>ronet. 
A ftar of 8 points, within a double 
circle. 



CONTENTS of the PLATES. 
PaperoMarks, and Seals. 



Plate. I Paper-Marks. 



"vm: 

IX. 
X. 

XL 

XII. 

XIII. 

XIV. 



Seals. 



King's Reign. 



Total. 



9 
7 



. One a plan. 
6. 
6. Editor, &c. 



28 



1 Henry VI. 

I Edward IV. 
Richard III. 



16 

23 
6,&c. 

28 



45. &c. 



I 73>&c- 



F A C SIMILES. 

Plate 1 No. 3. A Fac Simile of the back of Letter III. Vol. 11. p. 292. 
XVI. J No. 4. A Fac Simile from Letter V. Vol. II. p. 298. 



Vol. II. 



A a a 



An 
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HENRY VI. 



PI. XIV, 



2 
3 

4 
5 
6 

7 
8 



10 

12 

^5 



WilKam Y elveilun . - - - - 

A cinquefoil.— The motto illegible. — The external circle 
rcprelents a braid of twine, the four rays (how the 
diredion of the ftrings which fattened the letter. 
James Grefham. .... 

A grafshopper. 
John Crane. - - - - - 

The feal is blank, having a braid of twine round it.— 
The Rays as N^ i. 
William Pafton. - - ... 

A fleur de lys. 
Edmund Ct^c. - ... 

A rofe. 
Richard Neville, earl of Warwick. - - - 

A bear fupporting a ragged ftaflT. 

Motto, ft, latc- Com. He WiAt. 

The feal has a braid of twine round it. 
Henry Wyndefor. . - - • 

A bear chained, I believe.— Motto illegible. 
John, lord Lovell. ..... 

The feal is worn Uahk, but it has a braid of twine round it. 
William Botoncr. - - 

The letter W. furmounted bv a coronet-^Tbere is a 
fmall flower on each fide of the W, 
Richard Plantagenet, duke of York. ... 

The arms of England, viz. ift and 3d, three fleurs de Ivs | 
2d and 4th, mree lions paflant ^ardant } over all a 
label of three points, each charged with as many torteaux. 
J. Bokking. «- - . . • • 

An animal.— Motto illegible. 
Henry Fylungley. . - - - 

A flower . 
Hugh Fenne. - - . «. • 

A fpreading tree having on one fide the letter j^^ and on 
the other the letter f^ 
Robert Hungerford, lord jilolins. • ... 

On a helmet, a griflin or wyvem, widi wings difplayed, 
having a flower on each fide of the helmet. 
Clement Pafton. - - - 

An efgallop Ihell. 



Letter. 
6 



7j 27 
II 

16 

18 

19,20 

26 
30 
34 

21 

31*38 
4a 

28 

Notes 

48 
5* 
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IV. 



3^3 



T5o 

i6 



'7 
i8 

20 
21 

22 



23 



25 

26 



27 
28 



Thomas Playters. - - - - 

A crefcent, furmounted by a fleur de lys, the motto 
illegible. 
Thomas Playters. 

A tree, on which fits a bird, pecking at the branches. 
John Berney. - - - - - 

In an oval, a bear paflant, furroimded by a braid of twine. 
Henry Wyndefor. - 

An animal. — Motto illegible. 
John Wykes. - - , 

A pair of wings conjoined. 
John Rufle. - - - - - ^ 

A crofs ftory. 



John Pafton, junior. 



{ 



A fleur de lys, with two fmall flowers pendant, having 
an annulet on the dexter fide. 



Sir John Pafton, knight. . - - 

A fleur de lys in the centre, furrounded by nine other ^ 
fleurs de lys, each within a circle. 

John de Vere, earl of Oxynford. - . - 

A dragon, or fome other fierce animal. The top and bottom 
ftrcMLes reprefent the thread which iaftened the letter. 

Margery Brews. - 

A flower or fruit. 

Elizabeth, duchefs of Suflblk, fifter of Edward IV. 
A rofe, on an o£hmgular feal. 



RICHARD 



III. 



Margaret, countefs of Oxynford. . - 

A buft, having the branch of a flower before it. « 

John Fenn. - - . - 

The feal of die editor. ^ - - . 

Argent on a fefs azure three efcallop-(heIIs of the ift, 
within a bordure engraileJ* of the ad. 



Letter. 

I 



2,6 

6,7 
8 

II 



»3 
iS>*3 



2r,27 

30,43 
44^5* 

53,57 
79,80. 

29,37 



73 
App. 3. 



28 
Vol. I. 
Note 2. 



I 



N 



I 



S. 



ILL 



HeniiyM.— 7-/22 l46o. 



1 





,>^v^' 



^^ 



^r!is^ 2JL2±jfe.^^_^ 





r^%^ dVf^ 






c^fi^j^g-^ 



/^ -==^^<^cw ©2 




/./ivi 42</. I9wt iSii£t.. 



/ 



ft.lL 



HeiuyYI J422 — J46o. 




N<2>t^a...v^ 









J# 



jg^J^ -(tG<>-oiet^c.3.tf/K^«rof(}|«|^ 






C^'% "^ '\^p^"«j»^ 





^^// ^^ 







UarnM, 






JU. 



Heni;v^\l. -7-7^22 l46o. 












^r!is£^ ii2wj^^^_^ 



^ 



^r^^fe% dVf*^ 









/./2wt <2fl^. AM^^/an^. 



KIL 



HeiuyVI J422 — J46o. 








It 



^^a 



}r^ 






^^(i<»«^ 



^^ifc^ 






^•f// 



^vt.^ 










IfmKd^. 






fl.UL 
HenryVL 1422 — J460. 














OUfCV. 



*^|>M4^fe7M^ 






ruK 



ufy^n^iny 



Ednrard IV. M60—24S3. 







1P ^ 



M 12 



LFam Id. ' ^ 




It.V 



Edward Vi ...J460 — 148&. 








w 



^^^y<Mt^ f^^nJ^ 





^yaS^^- ^^'^^ C^U!tUK^c^fi^WU^ 






.as^S'^^--)^ ^""^^ <^o^>*^!y 






Z/#l» 4W. Qmkjim^, 



flAl. 



EdwardlV 2460— J4 83. 



•7 



^^fefec' 



')rtrt 



<Q\2^^C(^ 



<1 Jb- (i 



f a-a Jb 



1.23-4 ■ S 



^ A ' S • J • y 



6 ■ J • 8 s 



10 



/ : 



'/ // •// 



W0m,id. 



G^fm^ 



FLW. 



Richard IIL 1^83 — 1465. 





^^j^'y'h^ 



Vl*^' 







i:!//uj^^ ^^4i6?a7n/i/uf n'fyf^ aii^('^^i4M /ront^j/i^/ (^na^na/d. 




'w^ig^^ 



^cary YI 2422 — m6o. 



fi.rffr. 



W 











I^Eenn. drl. 



{001 



J^r- 



.,»^ 



PI.JX. 




HenrvVI 7^2 — 1460. 








A 




Lt'.im </// 



'#•• wt9tUf» 



Edward IV m6o /-#<93. 



/y V 











' / rft drl. 



i\^^. 



^/Mfier^ rlarlcj. 
Edward IV m6o — 1462. 



h.SL 








0" 





^ r- 



w 




/.Frnn Jfl, 



// 




4^ 




u 




Richaitl III J48S — 1486. 










^Jfie^Jjrafm^ TlaifCJ //v?^ a// capita ttonf f/u ( ZHjina/j, 




W^!^^^^ 




jf,jar. 








m 





Edward W. 

27 M 








-#. 



U 





Richard HE. 

27 







J.renn del . 



OoJt^Afff. 



. n':. 






e - '■ 









-. w 









:m:y 



,3 . . •■.- ; 






• r -'■; •'■ ' : • 







jf,jir. 











'7 



Edward W. 








16 








Rkhard HE. 

27 





ts 





J.lenn tfel. 



CsoJt^Afff. 






I 







^?\3-^^ 




^ 






i 



1 ■■ , A <^::^■ 




;iN 




V ; 



y. 























l/l 




RichaitlUI m83 — J48S. 











ry n *''•><• J^'M/te I <t flaifC^ n^'Xt a// et^Jea from me ( wjina/j. 



.Jfjt:^ 






-l*^ - 






' ** ^" ^- .■ 



■^--r. 






' -^ ' --; 













jf.jir 








isf 





Edward W. 



^ . 








26 








Rkhard IE. 

27 







I.Fenn del . 



CM^A^. 










Y. 




^ K ^> > 











>o 



n 



>\a: 










